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Understanding the proper usage of verbs like "takes" and "take" is essential for mastering English
grammar, especially when it comes to subject-verb agreement. In this article, we will explore the
nuances of when to use "takes" versus "take", with a particular focus on sentences involving "most of
the teachers". Whether you're a student, educator, or someone aiming to improve your language
skills, this guide will help clarify common doubts and provide practical examples.

---

Introduction to Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental rule in English grammar that ensures the subject and verb
in a sentence agree in number—singular or plural.

- Singular subjects take "takes" (e.g., The teacher takes attendance.)
- Plural subjects take "take" (e.g., The teachers take notes.)

However, complexities arise when dealing with phrases like "most of the teachers", which can be
singular or plural depending on context and meaning.

---

Understanding "Most of the Teachers"

The phrase "most of the teachers" is a quantifier phrase. Its grammatical number depends on the
context and the noun that follows.

When is "most of the teachers" considered singular or plural?

| Context | Verb Usage | Explanation |
|---------|--------------|--------------|
| Referring to a specific group as a whole | "takes" | When considering "most of the teachers" as a
single unit or collective, the verb is singular. |
| Referring to individual teachers within the group | "take" | When emphasizing individual actions or
parts of the group, the verb is plural. |

---



Rules for Using "Takes" and "Take" with "Most of the
Teachers"

1. When the focus is on the group as a single entity

Use "takes" if the sentence treats "most of the teachers" as a collective whole.

Examples:

- Most of the teachers takes part in the workshop. (Less common; sounds awkward and is generally
considered incorrect because "teachers" is plural.)
- Correct version:

Most of the teachers take part in the workshop. (Since "teachers" is plural, "take" is appropriate.)

- However, if you consider "most of the teachers" as a single group or unit, you might see:

Most of the teaching staff takes responsibility for grading. (Here, "staff" is singular, but "teachers" is
plural, so "takes" is incorrect unless "most" refers to a singular collective entity.)

2. When emphasizing individual actions within the group

Use "take" when focusing on individual teachers performing actions.

Examples:

- Most of the teachers take their lunch at noon.
- Most of the teachers take notes during the lecture.

3. When "most of" is followed by a countable noun

- Since "teachers" is countable and plural, the verb should agree with the implied number.

Correct:

- Most of the teachers take leave by 5 p.m.

Incorrect:

- Most of the teachers takes leave by 5 p.m. (Incorrect because "teachers" is plural, so the verb must
be "take".)

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Mistake 1: Using "takes" with plural subjects



Incorrect:
Most of the teachers takes part in the event.

Correct:
Most of the teachers take part in the event.

Mistake 2: Confusing "most of the teachers" with "most teachers"

- "Most teachers" (without "the") often refers to a general majority and is usually plural, requiring
"take".

Example:
Most teachers take their responsibilities seriously.

Mistake 3: Using singular verbs with collective nouns

When "most of the teachers" is understood as a collective entity, and the group acts as a single unit,
"takes" can sometimes be appropriate, but usually, "take" remains correct because "teachers" is
plural.

---

Practical Examples in Sentences

- Plural verb usage:

Most of the teachers take their duties seriously.
Most of the teachers take exams at the end of the semester.

- Singular verb usage (rare):

Most of the teaching staff takes responsibility for curriculum design.
(Here, "the teaching staff" is singular, so "takes" is correct.)

- Context-dependent usage:

Most of the teachers take part in extracurricular activities.
Most of the teachers takes leave early on Fridays. (Incorrect)

---

Summary: When to Use "Takes" and "Take" with "Most
of the Teachers"

| Scenario | Correct Verb | Explanation |
|----------|----------------|--------------|



| The phrase refers to individual teachers performing actions | "take" | "Teachers" is plural, so "take"
is correct. |
| The phrase refers to the group as a whole or a singular collective noun | "takes" | Use if the context
treats the group as a single entity (e.g., "staff," "faculty"). |

---

Additional Tips for Grammar and Usage

- Always identify whether the subject is singular or plural before choosing the verb.
- Remember that "most of the" followed by a plural noun generally takes "take".
- Pay attention to context; if the sentence emphasizes individual actions, use "take".
- When in doubt, replace "most of the teachers" with "the majority of teachers" and analyze whether
it’s singular or plural.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the correct usage of "takes" and "take" with phrases like "most of the teachers" is crucial
for clear and grammatically correct English communication. Understanding whether the focus is on
individual actions or the group as a whole will guide proper verb agreement. Remember that "most of
the teachers" is typically followed by "take" because "teachers" is plural, but context can sometimes
influence the choice. By practicing with real sentences and paying attention to subject number, you
can improve your grammatical accuracy and enhance your overall language skills.

---

FAQs

Is it correct to say "most of the teachers takes part in activities"?1.
No, it should be "most of the teachers take part in activities" because "teachers" is plural.

Can "most of the teachers" be treated as singular?2.
Only if referring to a collective noun like "staff" or "faculty" as a single entity; otherwise, treat
"teachers" as plural.

What are some synonyms for "most of the teachers"?3.
"Majority of teachers," "the greater part of teachers," or "the bulk of the teachers."

---



By understanding these rules and practicing their application, you can confidently use "takes" or
"take" in sentences involving "most of the teachers," ensuring grammatical accuracy and clarity in
your communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

Should I say 'Most of the teachers takes' or 'Most of the
teachers take'?
You should say 'Most of the teachers take' because 'teachers' is plural, so the verb should be 'take'.

Why do we use 'take' instead of 'takes' in the sentence 'Most
of the teachers take'?
Because 'teachers' is a plural noun, the verb must agree in number and therefore use the base form
'take'.

Can you give an example sentence using 'Most of the teachers
take'?
Sure! Example: Most of the teachers take their students on field trips.

Is it correct to say 'Most of the teachers takes attendance'?
No, it's incorrect. It should be 'Most of the teachers take attendance' because 'teachers' is plural.

When do I use 'takes' instead of 'take' in this context?
You use 'takes' when referring to a singular subject, such as 'Most of the teacher takes attendance'.

What is the common mistake teachers make with 'Most of the
teachers' and the verb?
A common mistake is using 'takes' instead of 'take' after 'Most of the teachers'. Remember, with
plural subjects, use 'take'.

Is the phrase 'Most of the teachers takes' grammatically
correct?
No, it is not correct. The correct phrase is 'Most of the teachers take' because 'teachers' is plural,
requiring the base form 'take'.
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---

Introduction

Language accuracy and grammatical precision are the cornerstones of effective communication,
especially in educational contexts where clarity can significantly influence learning outcomes. Among
the many grammatical nuances, the correct usage of "takes" versus "take" in sentences involving
"most of the teachers" is a common area where learners often stumble. This article delves into the
intricacies of this grammatical choice, analyzing the context, rules, and practical examples to ensure
you master the usage in various situations.

---

Understanding the Core Grammar: "Most of the
teachers" and Verb Agreement

Before exploring specific scenarios, it’s essential to understand the foundational grammatical
principles governing subject-verb agreement, especially when dealing with "most of the teachers."

The Subject: "Most of the teachers"

The phrase "most of the teachers" functions as a quantified subject, indicating a majority or a large
part of a specific group. It is a plural noun phrase because "teachers" is plural, and "most of" is a
quantifier that refers to a significant portion of that plural group.

Verb Agreement Principles

- When the subject is "most of the teachers", which refers to a plural noun, the verb generally agrees
in plural form.
- Therefore, the correct verb form in standard English is "take" in most cases, as it aligns with the
plural subject.

Example:

- Correct: Most of the teachers take their responsibilities seriously.
- Incorrect: Most of the teachers takes their responsibilities seriously.

Exceptions and Special Cases

While the above rule is generally straightforward, there are nuanced situations where the verb form
might differ, especially when "most" is considered as a singular entity or when the phrase emphasizes
a singular collective.

---



Analyzing the Usage of "Takes" vs. "Take"

When to Use "Take"

"Take" is used with plural subjects or plural noun phrases. Since "most of the teachers" typically
refers to multiple teachers, the plural form "take" is usually correct.

Typical usage:

- Most of the teachers take exams seriously.
- Most of the teachers take part in extracurricular activities.

When to Use "Takes"

"Takes" is the singular third-person present tense form of the verb "to take". It is used when the
subject is singular.

Examples:

- Most of the teacher (singular) takes a break during the day.
- This usage is less common with "most of the teachers" because it refers to multiple individuals.

---

Contextual Scenarios and Practical Examples

Understanding the context in which the phrase appears is crucial for selecting the correct verb form.
Let's explore various scenarios to clarify this.

Scenario 1: Referring to a Group of Teachers

Sentence:
"Most of the teachers ___ (takes/take) attendance at the same time."

Analysis:
Since "most of the teachers" refers to multiple teachers, the verb should be "take."

Corrected sentence:
"Most of the teachers take attendance at the same time."

Scenario 2: Emphasizing a Collective Action

Sentence:
"Most of the teacher ___ (takes/take) responsibility for organizing events."

Analysis:
If "most of the teacher" is perceived as a single entity (which is less common), the singular "takes"
might be used. However, with "most of the teachers," the plural is appropriate.



Corrected sentence:
"Most of the teachers take responsibility for organizing events."

Scenario 3: When "Most of the teachers" is treated as a singular group

In rare cases, if "most of the teachers" is treated as a singular collective entity (e.g., a committee
acting as a unit), then "takes" could be justified.

Example:
"Most of the teachers agrees on the new curriculum." (Incorrect)
Correct:
"Most of the teachers agree on the new curriculum."

(Note: "Agree" is the correct verb for plural subjects; "agrees" is singular.)

Summary of Common Patterns:

| Subject | Correct Verb Form | Explanation |
|------------------------------------------------------|------------------|--------------------------------------------------------------|
| Most of the teachers (plural) | take | Because it's a plural subject. |
| Most of the teacher (singular) | takes | When referring to a single teacher, less common in this
phrase. |
| Most of the teachers as a collective unit (singular) | takes | If treated as a singular entity, which is
rare. |

---

Additional Considerations: Collective Nouns and
Quantifiers

Collective Nouns and Their Impact

In English, collective nouns like "team," "committee," or "group" often influence agreement rules:

- Singular: The collective acts as a single entity and takes "takes."
- Plural: When emphasizing individual members, use "take."

Example:

- The team takes pride in their work. (Singular collective)
- The teachers take their responsibilities seriously. (Plural individuals)

Quantifiers and Their Influence

Quantifiers like "most," "some," "all," etc., determine whether a plural or singular verb is appropriate:

- Most of the teachers (plural) → take
- Most of the teacher (singular) → takes



---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Understanding and avoiding common pitfalls can greatly improve grammatical accuracy.

Common Mistakes

1. Using "takes" with "most of the teachers":
Incorrect, because it mismatches plural subject with singular verb.

2. Using "take" with a singular noun phrase:
Incorrect, unless the phrase is explicitly singular.

3. Ignoring the context of collective versus individual action:
Can lead to inconsistent verb forms.

Tips to Avoid Mistakes

- Always identify whether the subject is singular or plural.
- Remember that "most of the teachers" is generally plural.
- Use "take" when referring to multiple teachers performing an action.
- Use "takes" when the context indicates a singular collective or individual.

---

Summary and Final Recommendations

Based on the detailed examination above, here are the key takeaways:

- "Most of the teachers" is a plural subject and should typically be paired with "take."
- Use "takes" only if you are treating "most of the teachers" as a singular collective entity—which is
uncommon.
- Always consider the context—whether the focus is on individual actions or collective behavior.
- Pay attention to the overall sentence structure and ensure verb agreement aligns with the subject's
number.

Final Example Sentences:

- Correct: Most of the teachers take attendance early in the morning.
- Correct: The majority of the teachers take part in school committees.
- Less common: Most of the teacher takes responsibility for the class. (Use only if referring to a single
teacher or collective as a unit)
- Incorrect: Most of the teachers takes their responsibilities seriously.

---



Conclusion

Mastering the correct usage of "takes" versus "take" with "most of the teachers" hinges on
understanding subject-verb agreement principles, the nature of the noun phrase, and the context of
the action. Generally, "take" is appropriate for a plural subject like "most of the teachers." However,
nuances exist based on collective versus individual interpretation.

By paying close attention to these grammatical rules and analyzing the context carefully, educators,
students, and writers can ensure their sentences are both correct and impactful. This understanding
not only enhances clarity but also elevates the overall quality of written and spoken English.

---
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