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Understanding subject-verb agreement is fundamental to mastering English
grammar. It ensures that sentences are clear, grammatically correct, and easy
to understand. This article provides a comprehensive guide to subject and
verb agreement, complete with exercises designed to reinforce learning and
improve accuracy. Whether you are a student preparing for exams or a
professional looking to refine your writing skills, this guide aims to
clarify common rules, exceptions, and practical exercises to enhance your
grasp of subject-verb agreement.

Understanding Subject and Verb Agreement

What is Subject-Verb Agreement?
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a
sentence and its verb must agree in number. In simple terms:
- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

For example:
- The cat runs fast. (singular subject and singular verb)
- The cats run fast. (plural subject and plural verb)

Why is Subject-Verb Agreement Important?
Proper subject-verb agreement is essential because:
- It maintains the grammatical correctness of sentences.
- It enhances clarity and readability.
- It prevents misunderstandings in communication.
- It is a key component in language proficiency tests and professional
writing.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Singular and Plural Subjects
- Singular subjects take verbs ending in -s or -es in the present tense.
- Plural subjects take base form verbs (without -s or -es).

Examples:
- The dog barks loudly.
- The children play outside.



2. Indefinite Pronouns
Most indefinite pronouns are singular and require singular verbs:
- Everyone, Someone, Nobody, Each, Either, Neither.

Examples:
- Everyone is invited.
- Neither of the answers fits.

However, some indefinite pronouns are plural:
- Few, Several, Both.

Examples:
- Few have arrived.
- Both are ready.

3. Compound Subjects
- When two subjects are joined by and, they typically require a plural verb.

Example:
- The teacher and the student are discussing.

- When subjects are joined by or or nor, the verb agrees with the subject
closer to the verb.

Examples:
- Neither the manager nor the employees are present.
- Either the cake or the cookies are missing.

4. Collective Nouns
- Collective nouns (e.g., team, group, staff) are singular when they act as a
single unit.
- They are plural when emphasizing individual members.

Examples:
- The team wins every match. (singular)
- The team are arguing among themselves. (plural)

Common Challenges and Exceptions

1. Titles and Phrases as Subjects
- Titles of books, movies, or works are singular even if they contain plural
words.

Example:
- The Chronicles of Narnia is a popular series.



2. Phrases Between Subject and Verb
- Phrases between the subject and verb do not affect agreement.

Example:
- The bouquet of roses smells lovely.

3. Expressions of Quantity
- When using expressions like some of, any of, none of, the verb agrees with
the noun that follows.

Examples:
- Some of the cake is gone.
- None of the students are prepared.

4. Use of "Either/Neither" with Singular or Plural
- Usually takes a singular verb, but can take a plural if the subject it
refers to is plural.

Examples:
- Neither of the answers is correct.
- Either of the options is acceptable.

Subject and Verb Agreement Exercises

Simple Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises
Use the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

The list of items ___ (be) on the table.1.

Neither of the boys ___ (know) the answer.2.

The books on the shelf ___ (belong) to Sarah.3.

Each of the students ___ (submit) their assignment on time.4.

The team ___ (win) the championship every year.5.

My brother and sister ___ (live) in Canada.6.

Some of the water ___ (evaporate) in the sun.7.

The news ___ (be) surprising to everyone.8.

Either the students or the teacher ___ (be) responsible for the mistake.9.

The flowers in the garden ___ (bloom) beautifully this spring.10.



Answer Key

is1.

knows2.

belongs3.

submits4.

wins5.

live6.

evaporates7.

is8.

is9.

bloom10.

Identifying Correct or Incorrect Sentences
Determine whether each sentence has correct subject-verb agreement. If
incorrect, correct it.

The list of names are on the desk.1.

There is many options available.2.

The team are practicing their drills.3.

Neither of the cars is parked outside.4.

Each of the students have completed their homework.5.

The news are shocking.6.

The group of friends is going to the movies.7.

My brother and his friends is coming over.8.

Either the manager or the employees are responsible.9.

The cake in the oven smell delicious.10.

Answers and Corrections

The list of names is on the desk.1.



There are many options available.2.

The team is practicing their drills.3.

Neither of the cars is parked outside.4.

Each of the students has completed their homework.5.

The news is shocking.6.

The group of friends is going to the movies.7.

My brother and his friends are coming over.8.

Either the manager or the employees are responsible.9.

The cake in the oven smells delicious.10.

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Practice Regularly
Consistent practice through exercises helps reinforce rules and identify
common mistakes.

2. Learn Irregular Verbs
Some verbs do not follow standard rules and require memorization (e.g., go –
went).

3. Pay Attention to Sentence Structure
Identify the true subject of the sentence before choosing the verb.

4. Watch for Collective Nouns and Indefinite Pronouns
Be aware of how these influence agreement rules.

5. Use Grammar Checking Tools
Leverage software and online tools to spot errors and improve understanding.

Conclusion

Mastering subject and verb agreement is crucial for effective communication
in English. It requires understanding basic rules, recognizing exceptions,
and practicing regularly through exercises. By consistently applying these



principles and reviewing common pitfalls, learners can significantly improve
their grammatical accuracy. Remember that while rules provide a solid
foundation, paying attention to sentence context and structure is essential
to mastering subject-verb agreement. Use the exercises provided to test your
understanding, and revisit challenging concepts until they become second
nature. With dedication and practice, achieving grammatical proficiency in
subject and verb agreement is an attainable goal that will enhance all your
writing and speaking endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of subject-verb agreement in
sentences?

Subject-verb agreement ensures that the verb correctly matches the number and
person of the subject, making sentences clear and grammatically correct.

How do I determine the correct verb form when the
subject is singular or plural?

Identify whether the subject is singular or plural, then choose the
corresponding singular or plural form of the verb, such as 'is' for singular
and 'are' for plural.

What are common mistakes to avoid in subject-verb
agreement exercises?

Common mistakes include ignoring intervening words, misidentifying the
subject, and using incorrect verb forms with collective or indefinite
pronouns.

How do collective nouns affect subject-verb
agreement?

Collective nouns like 'team' or 'committee' can take singular or plural verbs
depending on whether the group is acting as a unit (singular) or individuals
(plural).

Can you give an example of a subject-verb agreement
exercise question?

Sure! Example: 'The list of items (is/are) on the table.' Correct answer:
'is' because 'list' is the subject, which is singular.

How does one handle sentences with compound subjects
in subject-verb agreement exercises?

In compound subjects joined by 'and,' use a plural verb. If joined by 'or' or
'nor,' the verb agrees with the subject closest to it.



Why do some sentences with indefinite pronouns
require singular verbs?

Indefinite pronouns like 'everyone,' 'each,' and 'nothing' are singular and
take singular verbs to match their singular meaning.

What strategies can help improve accuracy in subject-
verb agreement exercises?

Strategies include identifying the true subject before the verb, watching for
tricky words like 'along with' or 'as well as,' and practicing various
exercises regularly.

Are there specific rules for subject-verb agreement
with titles or names in sentences?

Yes, titles and names are generally singular and take singular verbs, for
example, 'The King of England is visiting tomorrow.'

Additional Resources
Exercise: Subject And Verb Agreement Exercise – Your Comprehensive Guide to
Mastering a Fundamental Grammar Skill

---

Introduction to Subject and Verb Agreement

In English grammar, understanding the relationship between the subject and
the verb in a sentence is essential for clear, correct communication. The
concept of subject and verb agreement refers to matching the number (singular
or plural) of the subject with the correct form of the verb. Misalignment
here can lead to confusion, grammatical errors, and a lack of professionalism
in writing.

This guide explores the importance of subject-verb agreement, common rules,
exceptions, and practical exercises to hone your skills. Whether you're a
student, teacher, or language enthusiast, mastering this aspect is vital for
achieving grammatical accuracy.

---

Why is Subject and Verb Agreement Important?

- Clarity in Communication: Proper agreement ensures that sentences are clear
and unambiguous.
- Grammatical Correctness: It is a fundamental rule of English grammar, and
errors can undermine your credibility.
- Writing Fluency: Correct agreement enhances the flow and readability of
your writing.
- Standardized Language Use: It aligns your language with accepted grammar
norms, especially important in formal contexts.

---



Basic Rules of Subject and Verb Agreement

1. Singular Subjects Take Singular Verbs

- Example: The dog barks loudly.
- Explanation: The subject "dog" is singular, so the verb "barks" (singular
form) is used.

2. Plural Subjects Take Plural Verbs

- Example: The dogs bark loudly.
- Explanation: The subject "dogs" is plural, so the verb "bark" (plural form)
is appropriate.

3. The Verb Must Agree with the Subject, Not the Object

- Example: The teacher, along with the students, is entering the classroom.
- Explanation: The main subject "teacher" is singular; the phrase "along with
the students" is additional information and does not affect the verb
agreement.

---

Common Challenges and Exceptions in Subject-Verb Agreement

While the basic rules are straightforward, English has several nuances and
exceptions that can trip up learners.

1. Compound Subjects Joined by "And"

- Usually take a plural verb.

Examples:

- My brother and sister are coming over.
- The teacher and the student are preparing for the exam.

2. Compound Subjects Joined by "Or" / "Nor"

- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it.

Examples:

- Either the manager or the employees are responsible.
- Neither the teacher nor the students have finished the assignment.

3. Indefinite Pronouns as Subjects

Some pronouns are always singular, others always plural, and some can be both
depending on context.

| Pronoun | Number | Notes |
|------------|---------|--------|
| everyone, everyone, each, either, neither | singular | Everyone is invited.
|
| few, many, several | plural | Many have arrived. |
| all, some, most | depends on context | All of the cake is gone. / All of
the students are here. |



4. Collective Nouns

- Singular in American English when referring to a group as a whole.

Example:

- The team is winning. (group considered as one unit)

- Plural in British English or when emphasizing individuals:

Example:

- The team are arguing among themselves.

5. Titles of Books, Movies, or Works

- Always take a singular verb.

Example:

- The Chronicles of Narnia is a popular series.

---

Advanced Topics in Subject-Verb Agreement

1. "Either/Neither" with Singular or Plural Verbs

- When "either" or "neither" refers to singular nouns, the verb is singular.

Examples:

- Neither of the options is suitable.
- Either of the solutions works well.

2. Inverted Subjects and Verbs

- Sometimes, the subject follows the verb, especially in questions or
sentences beginning with "there" or "here."

Examples:

- There is a problem with the system.
- There are many issues to address.

3. Subjects Separated by Phrases

- When a phrase separates the subject and the verb, the verb agrees with the
main subject.

Example:

- The bouquet of flowers smells lovely.
- The students, along with the teacher, are going on a trip.

4. "What" and "Who" as Subjects

- Their verb agreement depends on the antecedent.



Examples:

- What is necessary is patience.
- Whoever arrives first gets the best seat.

---

Subject-Verb Agreement in Different Tenses

While the core rules remain consistent, tense can influence verb forms.

- Present Tense: The basic rules of agreement are applied.

Example: The dog barks. / The dogs bark.

- Past Tense: Irrelevant to agreement since past tense forms are fixed.

Example: The dog barked. / The dogs barked.

- Present Continuous: Use "is" / "are" accordingly.

Example: The dog is barking. / The dogs are barking.

---

Practical Exercises for Subject and Verb Agreement

To reinforce your understanding, here are exercises categorized by difficulty
level.

Basic Exercises

1. Choose the correct verb:

a) The cat (sits / sit) on the windowsill.
b) My friends (is / are) coming over tonight.
c) The book (was / were) on the table.
d) Neither of the options (is / are) acceptable.

2. Correct the errors:

a) The team are winning the match.
b) The list of items are on the desk.
c) Each of the students have submitted their homework.
d) The news are shocking.

Intermediate Exercises

3. Fill in the blanks with the correct verb form:

a) The committee (decide / decides) on the new policy.
b) The children (play / plays) in the park every evening.
c) Neither the manager nor the employees (know / knows) about the issue.
d) The data (show / shows) a significant increase in sales.

4. Rewrite the sentences with correct agreement:

a) The pair of shoes are missing.
b) The jury have reached their verdict.



c) The collection of paintings are valuable.
d) The audience was excited about the performance.

Advanced Exercises

5. Identify the errors and correct them:

a) The group of students are preparing their presentations.
b) The news about the accident have spread quickly.
c) The furniture in the room are old but sturdy.
d) The couple, along with their children, is planning a vacation.

6. Compose sentences using the following subjects, ensuring proper subject-
verb agreement:

a) Each of the players
b) Neither of the options
c) The team (considered as a unit)
d) The data (treat as singular or plural as appropriate)

---

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

- Always identify the true subject: Sometimes, prepositional phrases or
additional details can mislead you.
- Pay attention to words that can confuse agreement: "Everyone," "each,"
"none," "some," "all," etc.
- Be cautious with collective nouns: Clarify whether they are viewed as
singular or plural in your context.
- Practice regularly: Use exercises, quizzes, and writing to reinforce rules.
- Read extensively: Exposure to well-edited writing helps internalize correct
agreement patterns.
- Use grammar tools: When in doubt, tools like grammar checkers can help
identify errors.

---

Conclusion

Mastering subject and verb agreement is a cornerstone of proficient English
grammar. It enhances clarity, professionalism, and overall quality of your
writing. While basic rules form the foundation, familiarity with exceptions
and advanced nuances is crucial for achieving mastery. Regular practice
through targeted exercises, careful editing, and attentive reading are
effective strategies for improvement.

Remember, the key to success is understanding the logic behind agreement
rules and applying them consistently. With dedication and practice, you will
develop an intuitive sense for correct subject-verb matching, thereby
elevating your command of the English language.

---

Final Word

Engaging with exercises tailored to various difficulty levels helps solidify
your understanding. Keep practicing, review your mistakes, and consult
grammar resources when needed. The journey to mastering subject and verb



agreement may seem challenging at first, but with persistence, clarity and
grammatical correctness will become second nature.
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