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When working with algebraic expressions, the use of parentheses often indicates the order of operations and
grouping of terms. However, there are instances where it's beneficial or necessary to rewrite an expression
without parentheses, either for simplification, clarity, or to prepare for further algebraic manipulations. The
expression 12 - (5 + 6m) serves as a classic example of such a task. This article provides a comprehensive guide
on how to eliminate parentheses from this expression, along with the underlying principles, methods, and tips to
handle similar algebraic expressions effectively.

Understanding the Original Expression

The Expression Components
The expression given is:

12 - (5 + 6m)

Let's break down its components:
- Constant term: 12
- Subtracting a sum: (5 + 6m)

The parentheses indicate that the sum 5 + 6m is to be considered as a single grouped term being subtracted from
12.

Purpose of Rewriting Without Parentheses
Rewriting an expression without parentheses can serve multiple purposes:
- Simplification: Making the expression easier to interpret or compute.
- Standardization: Converting to a form suitable for further algebraic operations.
- Clarity: Avoiding ambiguity in complex expressions.
- Compatibility: Ensuring the expression fits into certain computational tools or algorithms that do not
handle parentheses well.

Rules and Principles for Eliminating Parentheses

Distributive Property
The core principle used to eliminate parentheses involving addition or subtraction is the distributive property:
- For addition: a + (b + c) = a + b + c
- For subtraction: a - (b + c) = a - b - c

This property states that when a number outside parentheses is added or subtracted to a sum or difference
inside parentheses, the operation distributes across each term inside.



Applying the Distributive Property to the Expression
In the case of 12 - (5 + 6m):
- The minus sign before the parentheses acts as a multiplication by -1 across each term inside.
- The expression becomes: 12 + (-1) (5 + 6m)

Applying the distributive property:
12 + (-1) 5 + (-1) 6m

Simplify each term:
12 - 5 - 6m

Step-by-Step Process to Rewrite 12 - (5 + 6m) Without
Parentheses

Step 1: Recognize the Operation Sign
The minus sign before parentheses indicates subtraction of the entire expression inside.

Step 2: Distribute the Minus Sign
- Change the subtraction to addition of the negative:
12 + (-1) (5 + 6m)

Step 3: Apply the Distributive Property
- Multiply -1 by each term inside parentheses:
-1 5 = -5
-1 6m = -6m

Step 4: Rewrite the Expression
- Combine all terms:
12 - 5 - 6m

Step 5: Simplify the Expression
- Combine like terms where possible:
12 - 5 = 7

So, the simplified expression:
7 - 6m

Final Rewritten Expression
The expression 12 - (5 + 6m) rewritten without parentheses is:

7 - 6m



Additional Examples and Variations

Example 1: Subtracting a Different Expression
Original: 15 - (3x + 4)
- Distribute the minus sign:
15 - 3x - 4
- Simplify:
(15 - 4) - 3x
= 11 - 3x

Example 2: Nested Parentheses
Original: 20 - (5 - (2y + 3))
- First, handle the innermost parentheses:
20 - (5 - 2y - 3)
- Simplify inside:
20 - (2 - 2y)
- Distribute the minus:
20 - 2 + 2y
- Final simplified form:
18 + 2y

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Forgetting to Distribute the Minus Sign
Always remember that the minus sign outside parentheses applies to every term inside.

Incorrect Sign Changes
- Mistake: 12 - (5 + 6m) = 12 + 5 + 6m
- Correct approach: 12 - 5 - 6m

Neglecting to Simplify Like Terms
After distribution, combine like terms whenever possible to simplify the expression further.

Summary of Steps to Rewrite Without Parentheses

Identify the operation sign before parentheses (minus, plus, etc.).1.

Express subtraction as addition of a negative if needed.2.

Distribute the outside sign across each term inside parentheses.3.

Simplify the resulting expression by combining like terms.4.



Verify the correctness by considering the original operation and ensuring no signs are misapplied.5.

Conclusion

Rewriting the algebraic expression 12 - (5 + 6m) without parentheses is a straightforward process rooted in
the distributive property. By recognizing that the minus sign before parentheses distributes as a negative across
each term inside, the expression simplifies to 12 - 5 - 6m, which further reduces to 7 - 6m. This method is
fundamental in algebra, facilitating easier manipulation and understanding of more complex expressions. Mastery
of distributing negatives and combining like terms ensures accuracy and efficiency in algebraic simplification,
essential skills for students and professionals alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I rewrite the expression 12 - (5 + 6m) without parentheses?

You distribute the negative sign across the parentheses, resulting in 12 - 5 - 6m.

What is the simplified form of 12 - (5 + 6m) without parentheses?

The simplified form is 7 - 6m.

Why do we need to remove parentheses in the expression 12 - (5 + 6m)?

Removing parentheses simplifies the expression, making it easier to evaluate or manipulate algebraically.

Is it necessary to change the signs when removing parentheses in 12 - (5 +
6m)?

Yes, because the negative sign outside the parentheses changes the signs of each term inside, so 5 becomes -5 and
6m becomes -6m.

Can I rewrite 12 - (5 + 6m) as 12 - 5 + 6m?

No, that is incorrect. It should be 12 - 5 - 6m, because the negative sign applies to both terms inside the
parentheses.

What is the step-by-step process to remove parentheses in 12 - (5 + 6m)?

First, distribute the negative sign: 12 - 5 - 6m. Then, combine like terms if possible.

How does removing parentheses affect the value of the expression 12 - (5 +
6m)?

It doesn't change the value; it simply rewrites the expression in a more explicit form: 7 - 6m.



Is the expression 12 - (5 + 6m) equivalent to 7 - 6m?

Yes, after removing parentheses and simplifying, both expressions are equivalent.

Can the expression 12 - (5 + 6m) be further simplified?

Yes, it simplifies to 7 - 6m by removing parentheses and combining constants.

Additional Resources
Rewrite 12-(5+6m) Without Parentheses: An In-Depth Exploration

In the realm of algebra and mathematical simplification, the expression 12 - (5 + 6m) is a fundamental example
often encountered by students and educators alike. While at first glance it appears straightforward, the
process of rewriting this expression without parentheses to produce an equivalent, simplified form involves
understanding key algebraic principles—most notably, the distributive property and the rules of subtraction.
This article aims to explore the significance, methods, and implications of rewriting such expressions without
parentheses, providing a comprehensive guide suitable for both learners and enthusiasts in the field of
mathematics.

---

The Significance of Rewriting Expressions Without Parentheses

Parentheses serve as a critical component in mathematical notation, grouping terms to clarify order of
operations and precedence. However, in certain contexts—such as simplifying expressions for computational
purposes, programming, or algebraic manipulation—removing parentheses can streamline expressions, making them
easier to evaluate or interpret.

Rewriting 12 - (5 + 6m) without parentheses is more than just a cosmetic change; it embodies the application of
algebraic rules to maintain equivalence while restructuring the expression. This process ensures clarity,
reduces potential errors, and facilitates further algebraic operations like factoring, solving, or substituting
values.

---

Understanding the Original Expression: An Analytical Approach

Before transforming the expression, it’s essential to dissect its components:

- The constant term: 12
- The subtraction operator: -
- The grouped sum within parentheses: (5 + 6m)

The expression can be read as "12 minus the quantity of 5 plus 6m." The parentheses indicate that the sum of 5
and 6m should be evaluated first before subtracting from 12.

---



The Distributive Property: The Key to Rewriting

At the heart of rewriting expressions without parentheses lies the distributive property of multiplication over
addition or subtraction, expressed as:

a(b + c) = a b + a c

Although in this particular expression, no multiplication directly involves parentheses, the principle guides us
in distributing subtraction over the sum inside parentheses.

In general, for an expression of the form:

A - (B + C)

we can rewrite it as:

A - B - C

since subtraction distributes over addition as:

A - (B + C) = A - B - C

This property holds because subtraction is equivalent to adding the negative of a number.

Important note: The subtraction of a sum is equivalent to subtracting each term individually, with attention
paid to the signs.

---

Step-by-Step Rewriting of 12 - (5 + 6m)

Applying the above principle, the expression 12 - (5 + 6m) can be rewritten as:

1. Distribute the subtraction across the sum:

12 - 5 - 6m

2. Simplify the constants:

(12 - 5) - 6m = 7 - 6m

Thus, the equivalent expression without parentheses is:

7 - 6m

---

Verifying the Equivalence: A Numerical Approach

To ensure the rewritten expression is indeed equivalent, consider substituting various values for m:

| m | Original Expression: 12 - (5 + 6m) | Rewritten Expression: 7 - 6m | Are they equal? |
|---|-----------------------------------|----------------------------|----------------|



| 0 | 12 - (5 + 0) = 12 - 5 = 7 | 7 - 0 = 7 | Yes |
| 1 | 12 - (5 + 6) = 12 - 11 = 1 | 7 - 6 = 1 | Yes |
| -1| 12 - (5 - 6) = 12 - (-1) = 13 | 7 - (-6) = 13 | Yes |
| 2 | 12 - (5 + 12) = 12 - 17 = -5 | 7 - 12 = -5 | Yes |

The consistency across various values confirms the correctness of the rewritten form.

---

Broader Implications and Applications

Rewriting expressions without parentheses is foundational in algebra, yet its importance extends to multiple
domains:

- Programming and Coding: Many programming languages prefer expressions without parentheses for efficiency or
clarity, especially when dealing with complex calculations.

- Mathematical Proofs: Simplification aids in proving identities, inequalities, or solving equations.

- Educational Development: Understanding how to manipulate expressions enhances algebraic fluency.

---

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

While the process appears straightforward, learners often stumble on subtleties, such as:

- Incorrect Distribution: Assuming that subtraction distributes over addition in a manner different from the
established rule, leading to errors.
- Sign Errors: Failing to change the signs properly when removing parentheses, especially with negative terms.
- Overlooking the Order of Operations: Ignoring that parentheses influence the order, not just the grouping.

Proper practice and careful application of algebraic principles mitigate these issues.

---

Extensions and Related Concepts

The process of rewriting expressions without parentheses connects to several related algebraic concepts:

- Combining Like Terms: Simplifying expressions to their most concise form.
- Factoring: Reversing the process to factor expressions, which sometimes involves distributing or expanding
terms.
- Solving Equations: Rewritten expressions often serve as the starting point for solving for variables.

Moreover, similar principles apply when dealing with more complex expressions involving multiple parentheses,
nested groupings, or other operations like multiplication and division.

---



Example of Complex Rewriting

For a more complicated expression, such as:

(a + (b - c)) - d

The rewriting process involves:

- Removing innermost parentheses:

a + b - c - d

- Ensuring the signs are correctly assigned:

a + b - c - d

which can be further rearranged or simplified depending on context.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Expression Rewriting

Rewriting 12 - (5 + 6m) without parentheses is a fundamental yet vital skill in algebra, embodying the core
principles of distribution and operation rules. The straightforward process—applying the distributive
property—transforms the expression into an equivalent, simplified form: 7 - 6m.

This exercise underscores a broader theme in mathematics: the importance of understanding how operations
interact within expressions. Mastery of such transformations not only facilitates smoother calculations but
also deepens comprehension of algebraic structures, thereby enriching one's problem-solving toolkit.

Whether for academic pursuits, programming, or logical reasoning, the ability to manipulate and rewrite
expressions is invaluable. By grasping the underlying principles demonstrated here, learners can confidently
navigate more complex algebraic landscapes, ensuring accuracy, clarity, and efficiency in their mathematical
endeavors.
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