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The Icd-11 Core Development Group Was Comprised Of a diverse and highly skilled team of experts from
around the globe, dedicated to creating a comprehensive, modern, and flexible classification system for
health and health-related domains. This collaborative effort aimed to update and enhance the International
Classification of Diseases (ICD) to better serve the needs of clinicians, researchers, policy makers, and health
systems worldwide. The development process reflected a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating insights
from clinicians, epidemiologists, informaticians, statisticians, and representatives from various health
organizations.

Understanding the makeup of this core group provides insight into the extensive expertise and
collaborative framework that underpins the ICD-11, ensuring its relevance, accuracy, and global
applicability.

Background and Significance of the ICD-11 Core Development
Group

The ICD is a critical tool for health data collection, analysis, and policy-making, used globally to monitor
disease trends, allocate resources, and support clinical decision-making. The transition from ICD-10 to
ICD-11 represented a significant overhaul, aiming to improve clarity, usability, and digital integration.

The core development group was tasked with overseeing this complex process. Their work involved
drafting, reviewing, and finalizing the new classification, ensuring international consensus, and aligning
with emerging scientific knowledge and technological advancements.

Composition of the ICD-11 Core Development Group

The group was intentionally designed to be multidisciplinary and geographically representative. Its
members brought a wealth of experience and perspectives, ensuring that the ICD-11 would meet the
diverse needs of stakeholders worldwide.



Key Member Categories

The core development group included professionals from various categories:

- Clinicians and Medical Specialists: Experts from fields such as psychiatry, neurology, infectious diseases,
and primary care provided clinical insights, ensuring the classification reflected current medical
understanding.
- Epidemiologists and Public Health Experts: These specialists contributed knowledge about disease
patterns, health trends, and data collection needs.
- Health Informatics and IT Specialists: Professionals in health data systems ensured that ICD-11 would be
compatible with digital health records and emerging technologies.
- Statisticians and Data Analysts: Their expertise helped in designing classification structures that facilitate
accurate data analysis and reporting.
- Linguists and Terminologists: Ensuring clarity, consistency, and international comprehensibility of the
terminology used.
- Representatives from International Health Organizations: Such as the World Health Organization (WHO),
which provided leadership, policy guidance, and global health priorities.
- Members from Member States: Representatives from various countries and regions to ensure the
classification’s global relevance and cultural sensitivity.

Expertise and Qualifications of Members

Members of the ICD-11 core group possessed advanced degrees in their respective fields, including
medicine, public health, informatics, and linguistics. Many held academic positions, research experience,
and prior involvement in international health classification projects. Their combined expertise allowed for a
comprehensive approach to ICD-11 development.

Leadership and Governance Structure

The group was led by a steering committee, which included:

- The Chief Editor of ICD-11
- Deputy Editors
- Specialists in specific domains, such as mental health or infectious diseases
- Representatives from WHO’s Department of Information, Evidence, and Research

This governance structure facilitated coordinated decision-making and kept the project aligned with global
health priorities.



Collaborative Processes and International Contributions

The development of ICD-11 was a truly international effort, with contributions from:

- Member States providing feedback, testing, and validation
- Specialist Working Groups focusing on specific chapters or themes
- Technical Advisory Panels ensuring compatibility with existing health data standards

The core group regularly convened through virtual meetings, workshops, and conferences to review
progress, address challenges, and incorporate feedback.

The Role of Multidisciplinary Collaboration

The success of ICD-11’s development relied heavily on the multidisciplinary nature of the core group. This
collaboration ensured:

- Comprehensive coverage of health conditions
- Cultural and linguistic appropriateness
- Technical feasibility for digital health systems
- Alignment with current scientific evidence

The diverse expertise facilitated innovative solutions, such as the integration of new categories for digital
health, mental health, and rare diseases.

Training and Capacity Building Within the Core Group

To maintain high standards and ensure consistency, members underwent specialized training in:

- Classification principles
- Digital health standards
- International terminology and coding conventions

This capacity-building fostered a shared understanding and streamlined decision-making processes.

Impact of the Core Development Group’s Work



The efforts of this diverse team culminated in the release of ICD-11, which offers numerous advancements
over previous versions:

- Enhanced clinical utility
- Improved digital integration
- Greater flexibility and modularity
- Inclusion of new health domains, such as traditional medicine and gaming disorder
- Better support for data collection and analysis worldwide

The contributions of the core group ensured that ICD-11 is a robust, user-friendly, and globally relevant
classification system.

Conclusion

The ICD-11 Core Development Group was comprised of a broad spectrum of experts, including clinicians,
epidemiologists, informaticians, linguists, statisticians, and representatives from member states and WHO.
Their collaborative efforts, multidisciplinary expertise, and international cooperation resulted in a
modernized, comprehensive classification system that addresses the evolving landscape of global health. The
success of ICD-11 underscores the importance of diverse, expert-led teams in developing standards that
serve the needs of health systems worldwide.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who comprised the ICD-11 Core Development Group?
The ICD-11 Core Development Group was composed of leading experts in the fields of medicine,
epidemiology, taxonomy, and health informatics from various international organizations and institutions.



What roles did members of the ICD-11 Core Development Group play?
Members contributed by developing the classification structure, ensuring clinical relevance, overseeing
coding updates, and integrating the latest medical knowledge into ICD-11.

How was the ICD-11 Core Development Group selected?
Members were selected based on their expertise, experience in disease classification, contributions to global
health initiatives, and their ability to collaborate across disciplines.

Which organizations were involved in forming the ICD-11 Core
Development Group?
Organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO), international health agencies, academic
institutions, and clinical expert panels collaborated to form the group.

What was the main objective of the ICD-11 Core Development Group?
The main objective was to develop a comprehensive, accurate, and globally applicable international
classification of diseases that reflects current medical knowledge and practice.

Are there any notable experts who were part of the ICD-11 Core
Development Group?
Yes, the group included prominent clinicians, researchers, and health informatics specialists recognized for
their contributions to disease classification and global health standards.

Additional Resources
ICD-11 Core Development Group: An In-Depth Examination of the Experts Behind the Revision

The International Classification of Diseases, 11th Revision (ICD-11), represents a monumental step forward
in global health documentation and classification. Central to its development was the ICD-11 Core
Development Group, a diverse assembly of professionals whose expertise, collaboration, and vision shaped
this groundbreaking update. Understanding who comprised this group, their backgrounds, and their roles
provides valuable insight into the meticulous process that resulted in the most comprehensive ICD revision
to date.

---



Introduction to the ICD-11 Core Development Group

The ICD-11 Core Development Group was established to oversee, coordinate, and guide the revision process
of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) flagship classification system. This group was tasked with
ensuring that ICD-11 meets the needs of modern medicine, public health, and health informatics, reflecting
advances in medical science and technology.

Given the scope and complexity of this project, the composition of the group was carefully curated to
include a wide spectrum of expertise, geographical representation, and multidisciplinary insights. This
diversity was essential to develop a classification system applicable worldwide, accommodating different
health systems, cultural contexts, and technological environments.

---

Composition of the Core Development Group

The group was characterized by its multidisciplinary, international, and collaborative makeup. Broadly, it
can be categorized into the following key groups:

1. Leading Medical and Scientific Experts
2. Representatives from WHO and Member States
3. Technical and Informatics Specialists
4. Stakeholder and User Representatives
5. Advisory and External Consultants

Each category played a vital role in shaping ICD-11, and their combined expertise ensured a robust,
comprehensive, and adaptable classification system.

---

1. Leading Medical and Scientific Experts

Role and Significance:
These individuals provided the core clinical and scientific knowledge necessary for updating disease
classifications, ensuring accuracy, relevance, and alignment with current medical understanding.

Professional Backgrounds:
- Clinicians: Physicians specializing in various fields such as psychiatry, neurology, infectious diseases,
oncology, and more.



- Researchers: Experts conducting cutting-edge research in pathology, epidemiology, and health sciences.
- Academics: Professors and educators with deep knowledge of disease mechanisms and classifications.

Key Contributions:
- Developing new categories and refining existing ones.
- Incorporating advances in medical science, such as genetic and molecular data.
- Ensuring clinical utility and clarity for healthcare providers worldwide.

Examples:
- Psychiatrists contributing to the overhaul of mental and behavioral disorders.
- Infectious disease specialists updating classifications for emerging pathogens.

---

2. Representatives from WHO and Member States

Role and Significance:
WHO’s representatives and national health authorities provided critical insights into the practical
application of ICD across different health systems, ensuring global relevance and interoperability.

Participants:
- WHO Experts: Senior staff from WHO’s Department of Health Statistics and Information Systems.
- National Representatives: Delegates from member countries, including public health officials, statisticians,
and policymakers.

Key Contributions:
- Facilitating consensus on regional and cultural variations.
- Aligning ICD-11 with national health data systems.
- Ensuring that the classification supports global health monitoring and policy-making.

Impact:
Their involvement ensured that ICD-11 is not just a theoretical framework but a practical tool adaptable to
diverse national contexts.

---

3. Technical and Informatics Specialists

Role and Significance:
The digital age demands that classification systems are compatible with modern health informatics. These



specialists ensured ICD-11’s structure was optimized for electronic health records, data analysis, and
interoperability.

Expertise Areas:
- Health informaticians
- Data scientists
- Software developers
- Standards and coding experts

Key Contributions:
- Designing the ICD-11’s digital architecture.
- Developing the content model and semantic structures.
- Creating tools for automated coding and data extraction.

Examples:
- Structuring ICD-11 for seamless integration with electronic health records.
- Facilitating machine learning applications in health data.

---

4. Stakeholder and User Representatives

Role and Significance:
To maximize usability, the group included representatives from various sectors that utilize ICD, such as
clinical practitioners, researchers, health IT vendors, and patient advocacy groups.

Participants:
- Clinicians: Ensuring the classification is practical in everyday healthcare.
- Researchers: Facilitating epidemiological studies and data analysis.
- IT Vendors: Assisting with digital implementation.
- Patient Groups: Ensuring the language and categories are inclusive and respectful.

Key Contributions:
- Providing feedback on usability and clarity.
- Highlighting real-world challenges and needs.
- Ensuring ICD-11 supports both clinical care and research.

---



5. Advisory and External Consultants

Role and Significance:
External experts provided specialized knowledge, such as legal, ethical, or cultural perspectives, which
enriched the development process.

Participants:
- Legal experts: Ensuring compliance with data privacy and health laws.
- Cultural consultants: Addressing cultural sensitivity and inclusivity.
- Ethicists: Considering implications of classification changes.

Impact:
Their input helped in creating a system that is ethically sound, legally compliant, and culturally sensitive.

---

Selection Process and Collaboration Dynamics

The assembly of the ICD-11 Core Development Group was a meticulous process, aimed at balancing
expertise, diversity, and practicality. The WHO collaborated with international organizations, academic
institutions, and professional societies to identify suitable candidates.

Selection Criteria Included:
- Proven expertise in relevant medical or technical fields.
- Experience in classification and coding systems.
- Representation from different geographic regions and health systems.
- Ability to collaborate across disciplines.

Once assembled, the group worked through an iterative process involving face-to-face meetings, virtual
collaborations, and extensive consultations. This collaborative dynamic fostered an environment of shared
expertise, critical review, and consensus-building.

---

Impact of the Group’s Composition on ICD-11 Development


