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In various professional fields, especially in law enforcement, emergency services, and transportation

industries, radio communication is vital for ensuring safety, coordination, and efficiency. Among the

many codes used within these communications, the "10" codes are some of the most recognizable and

widely referenced. Specifically, the "10" code for permission to leave is a commonly used phrase that

indicates a responder or officer has completed their duties and is authorized to exit the scene or

station. Understanding this code, its context, and its proper usage is essential for effective

communication within these fields.

---

Understanding "10" Codes and Their Origins

What Are "10" Codes?

"10" codes are a set of numeric codes originally developed in the 1930s and 1940s by law

enforcement agencies in the United States. Their purpose was to streamline radio communication by

conveying complex information succinctly. Instead of lengthy explanations, officers could transmit a

short code that conveyed a specific message or status.

Some common examples include:

- 10-4: Acknowledgment or "Message received"

- 10-20: Location or "Where are you?"



- 10-7: Out of service or "Off duty"

Over time, these codes became standardized across many agencies, although variations exist

depending on regional or department-specific practices.

The Evolution of "10" Codes for Permission to Leave

The specific code indicating permission to leave varies depending on the department or agency.

However, the most commonly recognized code for this purpose is:

- "10-7": Signifies that an officer or responder is "out of service" or "off duty," which often implies

permission to leave the scene or station.

In some agencies, a different code might be used or the phrase might be communicated verbally

rather than through codes.

---

The "10" Code For Permission To Leave: Common Usage

Standard Practice in Law Enforcement

In police radio communications, when an officer completes their shift or duty at a scene, they may

transmit a message such as:

- "Unit 12, 10-7"



This indicates that Unit 12 is going out of service and is leaving the scene. It effectively serves as a

formal permission to terminate active duties and depart.

Example Scenario:

After responding to an incident, an officer might radio:

- "All clear at scene, 10-7."

This confirms they have finished their duties at that location and are authorized to leave.

Usage in Emergency Services and Other Fields

Emergency medical personnel, firefighters, and other responders may also use similar codes or

phrases to indicate their status:

- "10-7": Out of service / off duty

- "10-42": Ending shift / completing duty

Though the exact code can differ, the consistent theme is that these codes communicate the end of a

shift or permission to leave.

---

Variations and Clarifications in "10" Codes



Regional and Departmental Differences

While "10-7" is widely recognized, some agencies may use different codes or phrases. For example:

- Some departments might use "Code 5" or "Code 6" for similar purposes.

- Others may use plain language, such as "I'm leaving" or "I'm off duty."

Always check the specific protocols of the agency or organization in question.

Common Misconceptions

- "10-7" Does Not Always Mean Permission to Leave: It can also mean that an officer is out of service

for reasons other than leaving a scene, such as ending a shift or taking a break.

- Not All Agencies Use "10" Codes: Some prefer plain language to improve clarity and reduce

misunderstandings.

---

Why Is Knowing the "10" Code For Permission To Leave

Important?

Effective Communication and Safety

Using standardized codes helps ensure that messages are clear, concise, and understood quickly,

which is crucial in high-pressure situations.



Benefits include:

- Reducing radio chatter and preventing misunderstandings.

- Providing clear status updates to dispatchers and colleagues.

- Ensuring safety by confirming when personnel are leaving or returning.

Legal and Protocol Considerations

Accurate use of codes like "10-7" can be legally significant, as it documents a responder’s status and

actions during an incident or shift. Proper communication maintains accountability and adherence to

departmental procedures.

---

Practical Tips for Using the "10" Code for Permission to Leave

- Be Clear and Concise: Use the code precisely as established within your department.

- Confirm Understanding: When in doubt, verify that the message has been correctly received.

- Use Plain Language When Appropriate: In some situations, especially with the public or in multi-

agency communications, plain language may be preferred.

- Document Your Status: Ensure that your transmitter logs or records reflect your change in status

properly.

---



Related "10" Codes and Their Meanings

While "10-7" is most commonly associated with permission to leave or out of service status, here are

some related codes:

- 10-8: In service / available for duty

- 10-9: Repeat message

- 10-20: Location

- 10-4: Acknowledgment / message received

- 10-21: Call by phone

Knowing these codes complements understanding the "10-7" code and enhances overall

communication effectiveness.

---

Conclusion

Understanding what the "10" code for permission to leave signifies is essential for professionals in law

enforcement, emergency services, and related fields. The code "10-7" is widely recognized as

indicating that an individual is out of service or has completed their duties and is authorized to depart.

Proper use of this code ensures clear, efficient, and safe communication, which is fundamental in

maintaining operational integrity and safety.

While variations exist depending on the agency or context, familiarity with the standard "10" codes

fosters better coordination and professionalism among responders. Whether you are a new recruit or a

seasoned professional, mastering these codes—including the "10-7"—is a valuable skill that contributes

to effective field operations.



---

Remember: Always adhere to your specific agency's protocols regarding radio codes and

communication procedures. When in doubt, supplement codes with plain language to ensure clarity

and safety.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 10 code used for requesting permission to leave a call or

scene?

The 10 code for permission to leave is 10-7.

Is 10-7 universally understood as permission to leave in all

emergency services?

While 10-7 is widely used in many agencies, some organizations may have different codes or

procedures, so always confirm locally.

Can 10-7 be used in non-emergency situations to indicate ending a

shift or leaving a scene?

Yes, 10-7 can be used informally to indicate you are leaving or ending your duty, depending on

departmental protocols.

Are there any common variations of 10-7 used for permission to

leave?

Some agencies might use specific phrases or different codes, but 10-7 is the standard for 'out of

service' or 'off duty' in many radio protocols.



What should you say when requesting permission to leave using

10-7?

You would typically say, 'Unit 5, 10-7, request permission to leave,' and await confirmation.

Is 10-7 used in civilian radio communications or only in law

enforcement and emergency services?

While primarily used in law enforcement and emergency services, some civilian organizations with

radio protocols may also use 10-7.

What is the significance of using 10-7 instead of plain language for

permission to leave?

Using 10-7 ensures clear, concise communication within radio protocols, reducing misunderstandings

during operations.

How does the use of 10-7 for permission to leave improve operational

efficiency?

It standardizes communication, allowing quick and unambiguous exchanges about personnel status

and availability.

Are there any other 10 codes related to leaving or ending

communications?

Yes, codes like 10-8 (in service) or 10-9 (repeat message) are related to status updates and

communication clarity.



What should you do if your radio traffic is heavy and you need to

request permission to leave quickly?

Use the 10-7 code succinctly along with clear identification, and wait for acknowledgment before

ending your transmission.

Additional Resources

What Is The "10" Code For Permission To Leave?

The "10" code in radio communication and law enforcement lingo is widely recognized as a crucial

element in maintaining order, safety, and clarity during operations. Specifically, it is often associated

with requesting or granting permission to leave a designated area or cease a particular activity.

Understanding this code’s precise meaning, its context within radio procedures, and its significance in

various fields like law enforcement, emergency services, and military operations is essential for both

professionals and civilians interested in communication protocols. This article offers a comprehensive

overview of the "10" code for permission to leave, exploring its origins, usage, variations, and

importance in operational effectiveness.

---

Origins and Evolution of the "10" Codes

Historical Background of Ten-Codes

The "10" codes, also known as ten signals or ten codes, originated in the 1930s and 1940s within

police radio communication. Their primary purpose was to streamline voice traffic, reduce

misunderstandings, and expedite communication over radio channels that were often congested and



noisy. The codes provided a standardized shorthand that could be quickly transmitted and easily

understood by trained personnel.

The most widely recognized system was developed by the Association of Public-Safety

Communications Officials-International (APCO) in 1937. The initial goal was to create a set of phrases

that could convey complex messages succinctly. Over time, these codes became a universal language

among law enforcement agencies across the United States and later, in other countries.

The Evolution and Variations of the "10" Codes

While "10" codes gained widespread usage, their standardization has been inconsistent across

different agencies and jurisdictions. Some departments adopted the APCO standard, which

emphasizes clarity and brevity, while others created their own variations. This led to a proliferation of

different interpretations, sometimes causing confusion during inter-agency communication.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and other agencies

promoted efforts to standardize these codes, but complete uniformity remains elusive. Notably, the "10"

code for permission to leave has some variations in usage depending on the context and the agency.

---

Understanding the "10" Code for Permission to Leave

What Does "10" Specifically Refer To?

In radio communication, the "10" code generally signifies that a message is a request or declaration for

a specific status or action. When referring to permission to leave, the most common usage is:



- "10-4, permission to leave": An acknowledgment indicating the recipient understands the message

and has permission to depart or cease communication.

- "10-8": Sometimes used to signify "available for assignment" or "on duty," but not directly related to

permission to leave.

However, in specific contexts, the phrase "permission to leave" or "permission to go" may be conveyed

through a "10" code or a combination thereof, depending on the agency’s protocol.

In essence, the "10" code for permission to leave is an acknowledgment that the personnel have

received clearance or authorization to terminate their current activity or vacate a location.

Common Phrases Associated with Permission to Leave

- "10-4": A general acknowledgment, indicating that the message has been received and understood.

Often used as a response to permission requests.

- "10-8": Signifies that the officer or personnel is "in service" and ready for duty—by extension, can also

imply they are permitted to leave or have completed their duty.

- "10-7": Out of service, which may also be used to indicate someone is leaving their station or ending

their shift.

Note: While "10-4" is often used in conjunction with permission to leave, it is not exclusively an explicit

permission code but rather an acknowledgment.

---



Practical Usage in Law Enforcement and Emergency Services

Radio Communication Protocols

In law enforcement and emergency services, radio protocols are designed to be efficient and

unambiguous. When an officer or crew requests to leave a scene, they may use a combination of

codes and phrases such as:

- Request for permission to leave: "Unit 12, requesting permission to leave scene."

- Response indicating permission granted: "Unit 12, 10-4, you are clear to leave."

- Confirmation of departure: "Unit 12, 10-7" (out of service or off duty).

This standardized procedure ensures all parties understand that the individual has received

authorization to exit a situation safely or cease communication.

Examples of Usage in Practice

- Scenario 1: An officer at the end of their shift communicates, "All units, this is Dispatch. Unit 5, you

are clear to leave the scene. Over." Response: "10-4, Dispatch. Unit 5, out."

- Scenario 2: During a raid, an officer requests, "Request permission to leave, over." The supervisor

responds, "Permission granted. 10-4."

- Scenario 3: An emergency responder completes their task and signals, "10-7" (out of service),

indicating they are leaving the scene or ending their shift.



---

Variations and Related Codes for Permission to Leave

Common Related Codes and Their Meanings

| Code | Meaning | Usage Context |

|---------|------------------------------|--------------------------------------------------|

| 10-4 | Acknowledgment / message received | Confirming receipt of permission or instructions |

| 10-8 | In service / available | Can imply permission to proceed or leave |

| 10-7 | Out of service / off duty | Signaling departure or that personnel are leaving |

| 10-33 | Emergency, all units stand by | Not directly related but important in context |

While "10-4" is the most recognized acknowledgment, "10-8" has become synonymous with being

available or permitted to leave, especially when an officer signals they are off duty or have completed

their tasks.

Modern Adaptations and Digital Communication

With advancements in communication technology, many agencies now supplement or replace

traditional "10" codes with plain language to enhance clarity. Nevertheless, "10" codes remain

prevalent in many organizations for their brevity.

In some contexts, explicit phrases like "permission to leave" or "all clear" are used alongside or instead

of codes. Still, understanding the traditional "10" code for permission to leave remains essential for

interpreting radio traffic accurately.



---

The Significance of the "10" Code for Permission to Leave

Operational Efficiency and Safety

Using standardized codes like the "10" series enhances operational efficiency. When personnel

communicate their status succinctly, it reduces misunderstandings and delays, especially in high-

stakes situations such as emergencies, tactical operations, or military engagements.

The code for permission to leave ensures that all parties are aware that personnel have clearance to

vacate a scene, which is crucial for coordinating movements, maintaining security, and ensuring safety.

Legal and Procedural Implications

Accurate communication about permissions and statuses can have legal implications, especially if

incidents escalate or investigations ensue. Clear acknowledgment that personnel have received

permission to leave can serve as an official record of proper protocol adherence.

Furthermore, in critical situations, failure to obtain or communicate permission properly can lead to

misunderstandings, jeopardize safety, or result in liability issues.

Cultural and Organizational Aspects

Despite the rise of plain language protocols, the "10" codes, including those for permission to leave,

persist due to their ingrained use in law enforcement and emergency services cultures. They foster a



shared understanding among personnel trained in these codes and maintain operational consistency.

---

Conclusion: The Critical Role of the "10" Code for Permission

to Leave

The "10" code for permission to leave, often expressed as "10-4" or through related codes like "10-8"

or "10-7," plays a vital role in structured communication systems used by law enforcement, emergency

responders, and military personnel. It embodies a concise, standardized way to convey that personnel

have received authorization to vacate a scene, end their shift, or cease communication.

Understanding the origins, variations, and proper usage of this code enhances operational clarity and

safety, especially in high-pressure situations where miscommunication can have serious

consequences. Although modern communication increasingly favors plain language, the legacy and

continued use of "10" codes like this underscore their significance in maintaining order, efficiency, and

professionalism in critical fields.

In essence, the "10" code for permission to leave is more than just a shorthand—it's a fundamental

component of disciplined, effective communication in some of the most demanding operational

environments.
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