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The 1985 Live Aid concert stands as one of the most iconic and influential
music events in history. Held simultaneously in London and Philadelphia on
July 13, 1985, this global benefit concert was organized to raise awareness
and funds for famine relief in Ethiopia, which was suffering from one of the
worst famines of the 20th century. The concert not only showcased some of the
biggest musical talents of the era but also marked a significant moment in
the power of music as a tool for humanitarian aid and social activism. To
understand the purpose and impact of Live Aid, it is essential to explore the
circumstances leading to its inception, the context of the Ethiopian famine,
the organization behind the event, and its lasting legacy.

Background: The Ethiopian Famine of the 1980s

The Context of the Famine

During the early 1980s, Ethiopia faced a severe famine that resulted in the
deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. Several factors contributed to
this humanitarian crisis:

- Drought and Climate Issues: Repeated droughts devastated crops and water
supplies.

- Political Instability: The Ethiopian Civil War, coupled with unstable
governance under the Derg regime, hampered effective response efforts.

- Economic Challenges: Poverty, poor infrastructure, and food distribution
problems exacerbated the crisis.

- International Neglect: While some aid organizations responded, there was
widespread international concern about the scale of suffering.

The famine gained global attention through media coverage, particularly
photographs and reports depicting starving children and overwhelmed aid
efforts.

The Call for Action

The images and stories from Ethiopia stirred worldwide empathy and concern.
However, many critics argued that insufficient action was being taken to
address the crisis. The urgency was compounded by the realization that,
without immediate intervention, countless lives would be lost. This backdrop



created a fertile ground for international campaigns and initiatives aimed at
mobilizing resources quickly.

The Formation of Live Aid

Origins and Inspiration

The idea of a large-scale benefit concert was inspired by earlier successful
charity events and the recognition that music could unite and motivate people
globally. Key figures involved in the conception of Live Aid included:

- Bob Geldof: Lead singer of The Boomtown Rats, who became the primary
driving force behind the event.

- Midge Ure: Co-organizer and musician, who helped develop the concept.

- Bob Geldof'’s Campaigns: Prior to Live Aid, Geldof had organized the "Band
Aid" project, which produced the charity single "Do They Know It’s
Christmas?" in December 1984 to raise funds for Ethiopian famine relief.

The success of "Band Aid" demonstrated the potential of celebrity-led
initiatives to generate significant aid and awareness, setting the stage for
a larger event.

The Organization of Live Aid

To coordinate such a massive undertaking, several organizations and
individuals collaborated:

- The Band Aid Trust: Managed the fund-raising efforts.

- The BBC and MTV: Provided crucial broadcasting support.

- The International Federation of the Red Cross and Other Agencies: Ensured
aid distribution.

- Concert Venues: Wembley Stadium in London and John F. Kennedy Stadium in
Philadelphia served as the primary stages.

The concert was planned to be held simultaneously to maximize global impact,

with satellite links connecting the two venues to broadcast the event
worldwide.

The Purpose and Goals of Live Aid



Main Objectives

The overarching aim of Live Aid was to:

- Raise Funds: Generate financial resources to supply food, medicine, and aid
to Ethiopian famine victims.

- Increase Awareness: Highlight the severity of the famine crisis and the
need for ongoing international support.

- Mobilize Global Action: Encourage governments, organizations, and
individuals to contribute to famine relief efforts.

Specific Goals

The concert sought to achieve specific, measurable outcomes:

- Raise millions of dollars in donations.

- Bring global media attention to Ethiopia’s plight.

- Inspire further charitable initiatives and policy changes.

- Demonstrate the power of music and celebrity influence for humanitarian
causes.

The Concerts: Highlights and Performances

London Performance

The London concert was held at Wembley Stadium and featured an impressive
lineup of artists, including:

- Queen

- David Bowie

- U2

- The Who

- Elton John

- Paul McCartney

- Mick Jagger and Tina Turner
- Bob Dylan

- Status Quo

- Many others

Queen's legendary performance of "Radio Ga Ga" and "We Will Rock You" became
one of the most iconic moments in live music history.



Philadelphia Performance

At JFK Stadium, the American leg featured:

- Led Zeppelin (though they performed only their song "Stairway to Heaven"
during the event)

- Madonna

- David Bowie (also performed in London)

- The Power Station

- The Cars

- Crosby, Stills & Nash

- The Beach Boys

- Mick Jagger and Tina Turner (also appeared in London)

This diverse lineup helped engage audiences across continents and
generations.

Global Broadcast and Impact

The event was broadcast via satellite to over 150 countries, reaching an
estimated audience of 1.9 billion people—-about a third of the world’s
population at the time. This unprecedented reach amplified the event's
message and demonstrated the potential of media to mobilize global action.

Impact and Outcomes of Live Aid

Immediate Results

- Funds Raised: It is estimated that over $125 million was raised through
donations, sponsorships, and merchandise sales.

- Aid Distribution: The funds helped provide food, medical supplies, and
support to famine-affected regions in Ethiopia and neighboring countries.

- Media Attention: The event drew worldwide media coverage, raising awareness
about famine and global poverty issues.

Long-Term Effects

- Inspiration for Future Campaigns: Live Aid inspired subsequent large-scale
charity events, such as Live 8 and Live Earth.

- Policy Influence: The event pressured governments to increase aid
commitments and address structural causes of famine.

- Cultural Legacy: It cemented the role of music in activism and demonstrated



how celebrity influence could be harnessed for social good.

- Criticisms and Challenges: Despite its success, some criticized the event
for misallocations of aid and the long-term sustainability of famine relief
efforts.

Legacy and Significance

Historical Significance

Live Aid is often regarded as a pioneering moment in humanitarian activism,
showing that:

- Music can serve as a catalyst for social change.
- Global cooperation is possible for urgent crises.
- Media coverage can significantly influence public perception and action.

Lessons Learned

The event highlighted the importance of:

- Coordinated international efforts.
- Long-term development strategies beyond immediate relief.
- The need for sustainable solutions to poverty and famine.

Continuing Relevance

Decades later, the spirit of Live Aid persists in various charity concerts
and campaigns, emphasizing that awareness and aid are ongoing processes.

Conclusion: What Was The 1985 Live Aid Concert
For?

The 1985 Live Aid concert was fundamentally a global response to a dire
humanitarian crisis—the Ethiopian famine of the 1980s. Organized as a massive
benefit event, its primary purpose was to raise funds for famine relief,
increase awareness about Ethiopia’s suffering, and mobilize the international
community to act. Beyond its immediate goal of providing emergency aid, Live
Aid also symbolized the potential of music, celebrity influence, and media to
unite people across borders for a common humanitarian cause. Its success
demonstrated that when the world comes together, even the most daunting



crises can be addressed with compassion, coordination, and collective action.
The concert’s legacy continues to inspire future generations to leverage
cultural influence for positive change and reminds us that our shared
humanity can transcend geographical and political boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the 1985 Live Aid
concert?

The main purpose of the 1985 Live Aid concert was to raise funds and
awareness for famine relief in Ethiopia.

Who organized the Live Aid concert in 19857

The concert was organized by Bob Geldof and Midge Ure to address the urgent
famine crisis in Ethiopia.

Where did the 1985 Live Aid concert take place?

The concert was held simultaneously at Wembley Stadium in London and John F.
Kennedy Stadium in Philadelphia.

How did Live Aid impact global awareness about
Ethiopian famine?

Live Aid significantly increased international awareness and prompted
millions of dollars in donations to aid famine relief efforts.

Which famous artists performed at the 1985 Live Aid
concert?

Legendary artists like Queen, U2, David Bowie, Led Zeppelin, and Madonna
performed at the event.

Was the 1985 Live Aid concert successful 1in its
fundraising goals?

Yes, it raised over $125 million for famine relief efforts in Ethiopia.

How did Live Aid influence future charity concerts?

Live Aid set a precedent for large-scale benefit concerts and inspired future
events like Live 8 and the Concert for Bangladesh.



What is the legacy of the 1985 Live Aid concert?

Live Aid remains a historic example of global musical collaboration for
humanitarian causes and continues to inspire charitable efforts worldwide.

Additional Resources
What Was The 1985 Live Aid Concert For?

On July 13, 1985, music history was forever altered by an event that brought
together some of the era’s most iconic artists for a cause that transcended
entertainment. The Live Aid concert, held simultaneously at Wembley Stadium
in London and the John F. Kennedy Stadium in Philadelphia, was more than just
a spectacle of musical talent; it was a global movement aimed at alleviating
a devastating humanitarian crisis. But what exactly was the 1985 Live Aid
concert for? To fully understand its significance, we must explore the
context of the time, the origins of the event, its objectives, and the
lasting impact it had on both the world of music and international aid.

The Context of the 1980s: A World in Crisis

The mid-1980s was a period marked by political tension, economic upheaval,
and humanitarian emergencies. Several crises converged, prompting widespread
concern and prompting the global community to seek solutions.

AIDS Epidemic and Famine in Ethiopia

Two of the most pressing issues that galvanized international attention in
1985 were the worsening famine in Ethiopia and the burgeoning AIDS epidemic.
The famine, exacerbated by drought, civil war, and political instability, led
to the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Ethiopians. Simultaneously, the
AIDS crisis was emerging as a global health emergency, though its severity
was not yet fully understood by the public.

The Ethiopian Famine

The Ethiopian famine of the early 1980s became a symbol of humanitarian
catastrophe. The crisis was widely publicized through media coverage, notably
by British photographer Kevin Carter and journalist Don McCullin. The images
of starving children and destitute communities sparked widespread outrage and
calls for aid. International organizations, including UNICEF and Oxfam,
mobilized resources, but the scale of suffering was overwhelming.



Global Awareness and Media Response

The media played a pivotal role in bringing these crises into the global
consciousness. The vivid stories and photographs created a sense of urgency,
but also revealed the limitations of aid efforts. It was within this climate
that the idea of a concert to raise awareness and funds gained momentum.

The Origins of Live Aid: A Catalyst for Action

The concept of leveraging popular music stars to address pressing
humanitarian issues was innovative at the time. The idea was driven by Bob
Geldof, the frontman of the Boomtown Rats, and Midge Ure, a Scottish musician
and producer.

Bob Geldof’s Initiative

In 1984, Bob Geldof was deeply moved by the Ethiopian famine. Inspired by the
success of charity singles like "Do They Know It’'s Christmas?" — which he
organized — he envisioned a larger-scale event that could galvanize global
attention and raise significant funds. His goal was to create a massive
concert that would reach audiences worldwide, leveraging the star power of
popular musicians.

From "Do They Know It’s Christmas?" to Live Aid

The success of the 1984 charity single "Do They Know It’s Christmas?" by Band
Aid, a supergroup of British and Irish artists, demonstrated the potential of
music to mobilize resources for humanitarian causes. Encouraged by this,
Geldof and others envisaged a full-scale concert event.

Planning and International Collaboration

The planning of Live Aid involved coordination between multiple
organizations, including Band Aid, the British government, and American
charities like the USA for Africa. The event was designed to be televised
globally, with the aim of reaching the largest possible audience.



The Objectives of the 1985 Live Aid Concert

At its core, Live Aid was intended to serve several interconnected purposes:

- Raise Funds for Ethiopian Famine Relief: The primary goal was to generate
immediate financial aid to alleviate famine conditions in Ethiopia.

- Raise Global Awareness: The concert aimed to educate the international
community about the severity of the crisis.

- Mobilize Political and Public Support: The event sought to inspire
governments and individuals to contribute more actively to humanitarian
efforts.

- Set a Precedent for Music as a Tool for Social Change: Live Aid
demonstrated that entertainment could be harnessed for activism, creating a
model for future charity events.

Key Details of the 1985 Live Aid Concert

The event featured an unprecedented lineup of artists, with performances
broadcast live to an estimated 1.9 billion viewers across 150 nations.

Location and Timing

- Wembley Stadium, London: The UK leg began at midday and lasted until late
evening.

- John F. Kennedy Stadium, Philadelphia: The US counterpart started
simultaneously to maximize global coverage.

Notable Performers and Acts

The concerts showcased a mix of legendary and contemporary acts, including:

- Queen

- U2

- David Bowie

- Paul McCartney

- The Who

- Led Zeppelin

- Madonna

- Mick Jagger and Tina Turner
- Bob Dylan

- Elton John

- The Rolling Stones (via satellite 1link)



- Prince

Highlights and Iconic Moments

- Queen’s electrifying performance of "We Will Rock You" and "Radio Ga Ga" is
widely regarded as one of the greatest live performances in rock history.

- U2’'s emotionally charged "Bad" performance, with Bono climbing the stage
scaffolding.

- David Bowie and Mick Jagger’s duet of "Dancing in the Street."

- The closing act of Led Zeppelin’s reunion performance.

The Impact and Legacy of Live Aid

While debates about the actual amount of funds raised continue, the event’s
influence extended far beyond immediate donations.

Financial Outcomes

- The concert collectively raised approximately $125 million (equivalent to
over $300 million today when adjusted for inflation).

- Funds were distributed through organizations like the Ethiopian Relief Fund
and the Band Aid Trust.

Raising Awareness and Political Change

- The event heightened awareness of Ethiopia’s plight, leading to increased
aid commitments.

- It pressured governments to respond more actively; notably, the UK
government increased aid to Ethiopia shortly after.

- It inspired subsequent large-scale charity events, such as Live 8 in 2005.

Music and Cultural Impact

- Reinforced the role of musicians as social activists.

- Popularized benefit concerts as a form of activism.

- Created a blueprint for future charity events, emphasizing the power of
televised global solidarity.



Criticism and Controversies

Despite its success, Live Aid faced criticism regarding:

- The efficacy of the funds raised.

- The short-term focus on famine relief rather than addressing systemic
issues.

- The unequal attention given to different crises worldwide.

Conclusion: A Catalyst for Humanity and Music

The 1985 Live Aid concert was more than a series of musical performances; it
was a pivotal moment in the history of humanitarian aid and popular culture.
It demonstrated how music could unite people across borders and inspire
action on some of the most urgent issues of the time. While it didn't solve
the Ethiopian famine, it succeeded in raising awareness, mobilizing
resources, and inspiring future generations to leverage entertainment for
social good.

The legacy of Live Aid endures in the ongoing use of music and celebrity
influence to promote charitable causes. Its success and shortcomings continue
to inform how society approaches global crises today. Ultimately, Live Aid
exemplifies the potential of collective action-driven by art, compassion, and
shared humanity—to effect meaningful change, highlighting what it was for: a
groundbreaking effort to save lives and foster global solidarity in a time of
profound need.
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