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In George Orwell's seminal novel Animal Farm, a diverse cast of animal
characters embodies various human traits, social classes, and political
ideologies. Understanding each of these characters—0ld Major, Boxer, Clover,
Benjamin, and Mollie—is essential to grasp the novel’s underlying messages
about power, class struggle, and human nature. This article provides an in-
depth exploration of these five pivotal characters, analyzing their roles,
personalities, and symbolic significance within the allegorical framework of
Animal Farm.

Old Major: The Visionary and Ideological
Founder

Background and Character Traits

0ld Major is a venerable boar who serves as the philosophical and ideological
catalyst for the animal rebellion. He is introduced early in the novel as a
wise and respected figure, embodying idealism and revolutionary fervor.

- Age and Wisdom: 0ld Major is depicted as an elderly pig, respected by all
animals for his age and wisdom.

- Orator and Dreamer: He possesses a powerful ability to inspire and
articulate a vision of a fairer society.

- Symbol of Ideology: 0ld Major represents the intellectual foundation of the
rebellion, embodying the principles of equality and justice.

Role in the Narrative

0ld Major’s primary contribution is his speech that ignites the animals'
desire for change. Despite his death early in the story, his ideas influence
the subsequent revolution.

- Speech and Inspiration: He outlines the corrupt nature of humans and
advocates for animal independence.

- Philosophical Foundation: His teachings form the basis for the commandments
that the animals later establish.

- Symbol of Revolutionary Ideals: 0ld Major epitomizes the revolutionary
spirit, much like Karl Marx or Vladimir Lenin in human history.



Symbolic Significance

0ld Major symbolizes the revolutionary idealism that inspires social
upheaval. His ideas emphasize the importance of collective action and the
pursuit of equality, which are later betrayed by the corrupt leadership that
emerges.

Boxer: The Hardworking and Loyal Proletariat

Background and Character Traits

Boxer is a large, powerful horse characterized by his unwavering work ethic
and simple-minded loyalty.

- Physical Strength: His size and strength make him a vital worker on the
farm.

- Simple and Honest: Boxer is portrayed as straightforward, with a limited
intellectual capacity but a deep sense of duty.

- Maxims: He adopts the slogans “I will work harder” and “Napoleon is always
right,” which reflect his blind loyalty.

Role in the Narrative

Boxer embodies the exploited working class, whose labor sustains the farm but
who is ultimately betrayed.

- Symbol of the Proletariat: His strength and loyalty make him the ideal
worker, yet he is exploited by the ruling pigs.

- Tragic Figure: Despite his dedication, Boxer is sacrificed when he becomes
no longer useful-sold to the knacker for slaughter once he is injured.

Symbolic Significance

Boxer represents the exploited, hardworking proletariat that often bears the
brunt of oppressive regimes. His tragic fate serves as a commentary on the
betrayal of the working class by those in power.

Clover: The Nurturing and Compassionate Worker



Background and Character Traits

Clover is a gentle, motherly mare who is often concerned with the well-being
of her fellow animals.

- Motherly Nature: She shows kindness and concern, especially towards the
younger animals.

- Moderate Intelligence: While not as clever as the pigs, she understands the
injustices occurring around her.

- Loyal and Caring: She is loyal to the rebellion’s ideals but becomes
disillusioned over time.

Role in the Narrative

Clover functions as a voice of conscience and emotional support among the
animals.

- Moral Compass: She questions some of the actions taken by the pigs but
often feels powerless to oppose them.

- Witness to Corruption: She is aware of the betrayals but struggles to take
effective action, highlighting the complicity of the average animal.

Symbolic Significance

Clover symbolizes the nurturing, caring class of workers who are often naive
or unable to oppose oppressive regimes effectively. Her character underscores
themes of loyalty, compassion, and the difficulties of resisting tyranny.

Benjamin: The Cynical and Intellectual Observer

Background and Character Traits

Benjamin is a wise, old donkey characterized by his skepticism and
intelligence.

- Intellectual and Skeptical: He possesses a keen awareness of the political
manipulations but chooses not to act.

- Cynical Outlook: Benjamin often comments on the inevitability of corruption
and the foolishness of the other animals.

- Loyal but Detached: While he remains loyal, he is emotionally detached from
the revolutionary fervor.



Role in the Narrative

Benjamin serves as a voice of realism and critique throughout the story.

- Commentator: He frequently remarks that “things never really change,”
reflecting his skepticism about political revolutions.

- Witness to Events: His perspective provides insight into the unfolding
corruption and betrayal.

Symbolic Significance

Benjamin represents the educated and skeptical class—those who see the flaws
in revolutionary ideals but are often powerless or unwilling to act. His
cynicism highlights the theme that knowledge alone does not always lead to
change.

Mollie: The Selfish and Materialistic Horse

Background and Character Traits

Mollie is a vain, superficial horse who is more interested in her personal
comfort than the collective cause.

- Self-Centered: She craves human attention and enjoys being pampered.

- Materialistic: Mollie is more concerned with ribbons and sugar than with
the revolution’s ideals.

- Weak Loyalty: She eventually abandons the farm when her privileges are
threatened.

Role in the Narrative

Mollie’'s character demonstrates the tendency of some individuals to
prioritize personal gain over collective ideals.

- Symbol of Selfishness: She refuses to fully embrace the revolutionary
principles and seeks to maintain her status.

- Departure from the Farm: Mollie’s eventual betrayal illustrates how
materialism can undermine collective efforts.

Symbolic Significance

Mollie symbolizes the superficial, self-interested elements within society
that resist change and are often the first to abandon revolutionary causes



when personal privileges are at stake.

Conclusion

The characters 0ld Major, Boxer, Clover, Benjamin, and Mollie serve as more
than just animals in Orwell’s Animal Farm; they are symbolic representations
of various societal archetypes and classes. 0ld Major embodies revolutionary
idealism, inspiring the uprising with visions of equality. Boxer, the
hardworking proletariat, exemplifies blind loyalty and exploited labor,
ultimately betrayed by the very leaders he trusted. Clover stands for
nurturing compassion and moral concern, often powerless against systemic
corruption. Benjamin’s cynicism and intelligence reflect the skeptical,
detached observer who recognizes the flaws but feels powerless to intervene.
Mollie’s superficiality and materialism highlight the self-interested
tendencies that threaten collective efforts. Together, these characters
create a rich tapestry that explores the complexities of societal change, the
corrupting influence of power, and the enduring struggle for justice and
equality. Understanding their roles deepens our appreciation of Orwell’s
critique of totalitarian regimes and the universal themes of human-—and
animal-nature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is 0ld Major in 'Animal Farm' and what is his
significance?

0ld Major is the wise and respected boar who inspires the animals to rebel
against human oppressors by sharing his vision of animal equality and
freedom.

What role does Boxer play among the animals in
"Animal Farm'?

Boxer is a strong and hardworking horse who embodies the principles of hard
work and loyalty, often repeating the slogans 'I will work harder' and
symbolizing the exploited proletariat.

How is Clover characterized in 'Animal Farm'?

Clover is a kind, caring mare who is often cautious and nurturing,
representing the gentle but sometimes naive working class.



What is Benjamin's personality and perspective in
"Animal Farm'?

Benjamin is a cynical and skeptical donkey who believes that life will always
be difficult and tends to be skeptical of the pigs' leadership and the
revolution's promises.

Who is Mollie in 'Animal Farm' and what does she
symbolize?

Mollie is a vain and materialistic mare who prefers human luxuries and
comfort, symbolizing the bourgeoisie or those who value personal wealth over
collective ideals.

How do O0ld Major and the other animals' characters
contribute to the story's themes?

0ld Major's vision inspires the revolution, while characters like Boxer and
Clover embody loyalty and innocence, highlighting themes of sacrifice,
exploitation, and the corrupting influence of power.

In what ways do the personalities of Boxer, Clover,
Benjamin, and Mollie reflect different social
classes or attitudes?

Boxer represents the hardworking proletariat, Clover symbolizes caring but
naive workers, Benjamin reflects skeptical intellectuals, and Mollie embodies
self-centered luxury-seekers, illustrating diverse responses to societal
change.

Additional Resources

Identify O0ld Major, Boxer, Clover, Benjamin, and Mollie

In George Orwell’s allegorical novella Animal Farm, a host of characters
embody various facets of human nature, political ideologies, and societal
roles. Among these, 0ld Major, Boxer, Clover, Benjamin, and Mollie stand out
as pivotal figures, each representing distinct archetypes, philosophies, or
social classes within the narrative. Understanding these characters is
essential to grasping the novella’s underlying messages about revolution,
power, and human (or animal) nature. This article offers a comprehensive
analysis of these five characters, exploring their identities, symbolisms,
and roles within the story’s broader allegorical framework.

0ld Major: The Visionary Ideologue and Catalyst for Rebellion



Who Is 0ld Major?

Old Major is an aged boar and a revered figure among the animals on Manor
Farm. He is introduced early in the novella as a wise and charismatic leader
whose ideas spark the animals’ collective consciousness and ignite the
rebellion against human oppression. 0ld Major’s character is inspired by the
real-life revolutionary leaders and ideological thinkers who have
historically inspired movements for social change.

Characteristics and Role

- Wisdom and Reverence: 0ld Major commands respect due to his age,
experience, and moral authority. He is portrayed as a philosopher and
visionary who desires a utopian society free from human tyranny.

- Ideological Foundation: His primary contribution is the formulation of the
Animalism philosophy, a set of principles advocating equality, shared
ownership, and the rejection of human exploitation.

- Prophetic Voice: 0ld Major’s speech, delivered on the eve of his death,
serves as the catalyst for the animal rebellion, crystallizing their
collective grievances and aspirations.

Symbolism and Significance

- Marx and Lenin: Old Major’s character embodies figures like Karl Marx and
Vladimir Lenin, who laid the ideological groundwork for revolutions and
inspired upheavals.

- The Ideologue: His ideas, though noble, are ultimately idealistic and serve
as a blueprint that the subsequent leadership distorts and manipulates.

- The Catalyst: His death signifies the end of the initial revolutionary
fervor but leaves behind a legacy that shapes the animals’ worldview.

Key Themes Associated with 0ld Major
- The power of ideas to incite change

- The importance of leadership rooted in moral authority
- The danger of idealism when divorced from practical governance

Boxer: The Industrious Proletariat and The Tragic Hero

Who Is Boxer?

Boxer is a large, strong, and dedicated cart-horse who embodies the working-
class proletariat. His personal motto—“I will work harder”—illustrates his
unwavering commitment to the farm’s success, even as he becomes increasingly
exploited.

Characteristics and Role

- Physical Strength and Dedication: Boxer’s physical prowess makes him a



vital worker, symbolizing the backbone of the farm’s labor force.

- Naiveté and Simplicity: Despite his hard work, Boxer possesses a limited
understanding of political nuances and is often manipulated by the pigs’
propaganda.

- Tragic Loyalty: His unquestioning loyalty to the farm’s leadership
ultimately leads to his downfall, illustrating the peril of blind obedience.

Symbolism and Significance

- The Working Class: Boxer epitomizes the proletariat—those who toil
tirelessly, often at the expense of their own well-being, in pursuit of
collective goals.

- The Exploited Worker: His fate—being sold to the knacker when no longer
useful-serves as a critique of how revolutionary movements often betray their
most devoted followers.

- The Tragic Hero: His unwavering dedication, coupled with his naivety,
underscores the tragic consequences of unchecked exploitation and the
betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

Key Themes Associated with Boxer

- The virtue and vulnerability of hard work
- The dangers of unquestioning loyalty
- The betrayal of revolutionary principles

Clover: The Motherly Figure and Moral Compass
Who Is Clover?

Clover is a gentle, motherly cart-horse who often serves as a moral voice
among the animals. She is caring, intuitive, and deeply connected to her
fellow animals’ welfare, embodying compassion and practical wisdom.

Characteristics and Role

- Motherly Nature: Clover’s nurturing attitude makes her a figure of comfort
and stability on the farm.

- Moral Awareness: She recognizes the discrepancies between the original
ideals of Animalism and the reality of the pigs’ leadership, often expressing
concern about the corruption.

- Voice of Conscience: While not politically active, Clover'’s observations
serve as a moral barometer, highlighting the betrayal of the revolution’s
ideals.

Symbolism and Significance
- The Ordinary Worker: Clover represents the common working-class animal,

capable of moral judgment but often powerless to effect change.
- Moral Integrity: Her concern about the pigs’ increasing corruption



underscores the importance of moral vigilance in revolutionary movements.
- The Voice of Empathy: She embodies the compassion and sense of justice that
often get overshadowed in political upheavals.

Key Themes Associated with Clover

- The importance of moral conscience
- The conflict between idealism and reality
- The vulnerability of the common worker to exploitation

Benjamin: The Cynical Observer and The Voice of Skepticism
Who Is Benjamin?

Benjamin is an old, wise donkey who is characterized by his cynical outlook
and skepticism about the revolutionary ideals. Unlike other animals, Benjamin
remains detached, often expressing doubt about the possibility of meaningful
change.

Characteristics and Role

- Intellectual and Cynical: Benjamin’'s intelligence makes him aware of the
repeated cycles of oppression and the inevitability of corruption, but he
chooses not to act.

- Skeptical of Change: His famous line, “Donkeys live a long time. None of
you has ever seen a dead donkey,” reflects his belief that societal change is
futile.

- Observer and Commentator: He often provides insights into the events on the
farm, highlighting the repetitive nature of tyranny and revolution.

Symbolism and Significance

- The Cynic or The Realist: Benjamin epitomizes those who recognize injustice
but feel powerless or unwilling to intervene.

- Skepticism About Ideology: His skepticism underscores the danger of blind
faith in revolutionary ideals without critical reflection.

- Historical Paradox: While highly intelligent, Benjamin’s passivity
symbolizes the danger of apathy in the face of systemic corruption.

Key Themes Associated with Benjamin
- The importance of critical thinking

- The perils of cynicism and inaction
- The cyclical nature of tyranny and revolution

Mollie: The Vain and Self-Interested Aristocrat



Who Is Mollie?

Mollie is a vain, pampered horse who symbolizes the bourgeoisie or the upper
classes that resist revolutionary change. She is more concerned with her
personal comforts than with the collective good.

Characteristics and Role

- Materialistic and Self-Interested: Mollie’'s preference for ribbons, sugar,
and attention to her appearance demonstrates her superficiality and
attachment to luxury.

- Disinterest in Revolution: She resists the new order, often secretly
communicating with humans or seeking to escape the hardships of the farm.

- Symbol of the Bourgeoisie: Mollie’'s character reflects the class that
benefits from existing social inequalities and is resistant to revolutionary
upheaval.

Symbolism and Significance

- The Bourgeoisie or Upper Class: Mollie’s disdain for the new principles of
Animalism and her desire for human privileges symbolize the upper class’s
reluctance to relinquish power.

- Self-Interest and Resistance to Change: Her actions highlight how personal
vanity and materialism can hinder collective progress.

- The Betrayal of Revolutionary Ideals: Mollie'’s willingness to betray her
fellow animals to maintain her comfort underscores the betrayal often seen in
class-based conflicts.

Key Themes Associated with Mollie

- Resistance to social change due to self-interest
- The superficiality of privilege
- The failure of materialism to sustain societal progress

Conclusion

The characters of 0ld Major, Boxer, Clover, Benjamin, and Mollie serve as
vital archetypes within Animal Farm, each embodying specific social classes,
ideological positions, or personal traits that contribute to the novella’s
critique of revolution and power. 0ld Major’s visionary ideals ignite the
revolution, but it is the subsequent characters—Boxer’s hard work, Clover’s
moral concern, Benjamin’s skepticism, and Mollie’s vanity—that illustrate the
complex human (or animal) realities of societal change. Orwell’s masterful
characterization allows readers to explore the multifaceted nature of
political movements, the vulnerability of revolutionary ideals, and the
enduring struggle between morality, self-interest, and systemic corruption.
Understanding these characters provides crucial insight into the novella’s
enduring relevance as a commentary on political tyranny and societal
dynamics.
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