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Banquo Has Hope That His Prophecy Will Come True Because he remains steadfast
in his belief that the witches' predictions hold a deeper truth, even as they
cast a shadow over his fate. In William Shakespeare's tragedy Macbeth, Banquo
emerges as a pivotal character whose outlook on the witches' prophecy
reflects a complex mixture of hope, skepticism, and moral integrity. This
article explores the reasons behind Banquo’s hope, the nature of the
prophecy, and how his attitude influences his actions and destiny.

Understanding the Prophecy and Banquo’s Role

The Witches’ Prophecy: A Brief Overview
The three witches in Macbeth deliver a prophecy that sets the entire plot
into motion. They greet Macbeth with:
- "All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!"
- "All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor!"
- "All hail, Macbeth! That shalt be king hereafter!"

Simultaneously, they address Banquo with:
- "Lesser than Macbeth, and greater."
- "Not so happy, yet much happier."
- "Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none."

This prophecy introduces a prophecy of kingship for Banquo's descendants,
which contrasts with Macbeth's immediate ambition to seize the throne. For
Banquo, the prophecy presents a possibility of a different future—one that
may not be directly linked to personal ambition but to his lineage.

Banquo’s Moral Stance and Skepticism
Unlike Macbeth, who quickly becomes consumed by ambition, Banquo remains
cautious and skeptical about the witches’ words. He recognizes that the
prophecy is ambiguous and potentially dangerous:
- "And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, The instruments of darkness tell us
truths."
- "Sometimes, the spirit that means you harm, tells us truths."

Banquo’s skepticism isn't born out of distrust in the witches per se, but
from his moral compass. He fears that their predictions could be manipulative
and that trusting them blindly might lead to chaos or tragedy.



Reasons Why Banquo Has Hope That His Prophecy
Will Come True

Belief in the Witches’ Power
Despite his cautious approach, Banquo does believe that the witches possess
genuine supernatural power. Their ability to predict future events suggests
they have access to knowledge beyond human understanding. This belief fuels
his hope that the prophecy about his descendants might come true, as he
perceives the witches’ words as divine or fated.

The Promise of Lineage and Legacy
Banquo’s hope is significantly rooted in the prophecy that he will be the
ancestor of kings:

"Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none."

This line suggests a future where Banquo’s descendants will inherit the
throne, fulfilling a noble legacy.

This aspect of the prophecy resonates with Banquo’s desire for his family’s
honor and future prosperity. Unlike Macbeth's obsession with immediate power,
Banquo values a legacy that extends beyond his lifetime, giving him hope that
his line will flourish.

His Moral Integrity and Rational Outlook
Banquo’s hope is also sustained by his moral integrity. He refuses to act on
the witches’ words impulsively and instead chooses to wait and see how events
unfold. His rational outlook makes him believe that, despite the
uncertainties, the prophecy could come true without him resorting to
treachery or violence.

Recognition of the Prophecy’s Ambiguity
Banquo recognizes that the witches’ prophecy is ambiguous and that it may not
be literal or straightforward. This skepticism leaves room for hope but also
caution, allowing him to believe in the possibility without succumbing to
naive optimism.



How Banquo’s Hope Shapes His Actions and Fate

Banquo’s Loyal and Noble Conduct
Banquo’s hope influences him to act with integrity and loyalty. He remains
loyal to King Duncan and resists the temptation to pursue the throne himself,
despite the prophecy hinting at future kings from his line. His hope for his
descendants’ future motivates him to maintain moral uprightness.

His Wariness Toward Macbeth
Banquo’s hope and skepticism contribute to his wariness of Macbeth’s rise to
power. Although he wishes for his prophecy to come true, he remains cautious
and does not blindly support Macbeth’s claim to the throne, fearing that
Macbeth might take destructive measures.

His Tragic End
Despite his hope, Banquo’s moral stance ultimately leads to tragedy. Macbeth,
feeling threatened by the prophecy about Banquo’s descendants, arranges
Banquo’s murder to prevent the prophecy from coming true. Banquo’s steadfast
hope and integrity contrast sharply with Macbeth’s ruthless ambition,
highlighting the tragic consequences of moral uprightness in a corrupt world.

Conclusion: The Significance of Banquo’s Hope
Banquo’s hope that his prophecy will come true reflects his complex
character—torn between belief in the supernatural and moral caution. His
unwavering hope for his lineage embodies a desire for legacy and justice,
contrasting with Macbeth’s destructive ambition. By holding onto hope while
maintaining integrity, Banquo becomes a symbol of virtuous resistance,
illustrating the enduring human hope for a just and meaningful future despite
ominous predictions.
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This exploration of Banquo’s hope underscores the importance of moral
uprightness, the influence of prophecy, and the enduring human desire for
legacy. His character remains a testament to the complex interplay between
fate, morality, and hope within Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why does Banquo have hope that his prophecy will
come true?
Banquo believes that the prophecy about his descendants becoming kings is
possible because the witches have accurately predicted Macbeth's rise, and he
trusts in the truth of their words.

What role does Banquo's hope play in his actions
throughout the play?
Banquo's hope motivates him to remain loyal and cautious, as he hopes that
his descendants will inherit the throne, which influences his decisions and
skepticism towards Macbeth.

How does Banquo's hope contrast with Macbeth's
ambitions?
While Banquo hopes for a legitimate and destined future for his lineage,
Macbeth's ambitions are driven by personal greed and desire for power,
leading to suspicion and conflict.

Does Banquo's hope stem from genuine belief or
superstition?
Banquo's hope appears to stem from genuine belief in the witches' prophecy,
combined with a sense of moral integrity and trust in fate, unlike Macbeth's
more obsessive pursuit of power.



How does Banquo's hope influence his sense of
security in the play?
Banquo's hope that his prophecy will come true offers him a sense of purpose
and reassurance, but it also makes him cautious, knowing that others, like
Macbeth, might also seek to fulfill or prevent the prophecy.

What is the significance of Banquo's hope regarding
the theme of fate and free will?
Banquo's hope underscores the play's exploration of fate versus free will, as
he trusts the prophecy's truth, yet his moral choices shape his destiny,
highlighting the complex interplay between destiny and personal action.
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In William Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth, the character of Banquo emerges as
a figure of intrigue and moral integrity amidst a landscape of ambition,
treachery, and prophecy. Unlike Macbeth, whose unchecked ambition ultimately
leads to his downfall, Banquo harbors a sense of hope and cautious optimism
regarding the prophecy bestowed upon him by the three witches. This hope is
rooted in a complex interplay of faith, moral conviction, and a desire for a
just outcome. Throughout the play, Banquo’s attitude towards the witches’
prophecy reflects his internal conflict and his steadfastness in maintaining
ethical integrity while secretly nurturing a belief that fate may favor him
and his descendants. This article explores the reasons behind Banquo’s hope
that his prophecy will come true, analyzing the textual evidence, thematic
implications, and character motivations that underpin this outlook.

---

Understanding the Prophecy: What Was Banquo’s
Prediction?

The witches’ prophecy is central to Banquo’s hope and forms the foundation of
his internal conflict. When the witches greet Banquo, they say:

- "All hail, Banquo! Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!"
- "All hail, Banquo! Hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor!"
- "All hail, Banquo! That shalt be king hereafter!"

This triad of greetings contains both immediate and future-oriented elements.
The first two titles—Glamis and Cawdor—are already relevant, as Banquo is the
Thane of Glamis and is later honored as Thane of Cawdor. The third, however,



promises kingship, which is yet to be realized.

Banquo’s hope hinges on several key aspects of this prophecy:

- The Authenticity of the Witches’ Words: Banquo is aware that the witches’
words carry weight, but he remains skeptical about their truthfulness. Yet,
he chooses to believe that their predictions might indeed come true,
especially given the confirmation of his current titles.
- The Possibility of a Different Path: Unlike Macbeth, who seems eager to
take immediate action, Banquo considers that the prophecy about his
descendants might materialize through natural or divine means rather than
treacherous deeds.

Understanding these elements clarifies why Banquo maintains hope—he perceives
the prophecy as both a legitimate possibility and an ethical destiny that he
might accept without moral compromise.

---

Banquo’s Moral Character and Its Influence on
His Hope

A pivotal reason why Banquo remains hopeful that his prophecy will come true
lies in his unwavering moral compass. Unlike Macbeth, who succumbs to
ambition and moral corruption, Banquo embodies integrity, moderation, and a
sense of justice.

Banquo’s Ethical Stance
Banquo’s response to the witches’ prophecy is marked by skepticism but also
by a sense of cautious optimism. He recognizes the potential danger in
trusting the witches’ words but also acknowledges that there could be truth
behind their predictions. His moral stance is evident when he says:

> "And oftentimes, to win us to our harm,
> The instruments of darkness tell us truths,
> Win us with honest trifles, to betray ’s
> In deepest consequence." (Act 1, Scene 3)

This statement shows Banquo’s awareness that dark forces can manipulate truth
for malicious ends. Still, he doesn’t dismiss the prophecy outright; instead,
he hopes that it might be fulfilled in a way aligned with justice and virtue.

Hope Rooted in Moral Integrity
Banquo’s hope is not rooted in greed or reckless ambition but in the belief



that destiny might unfold naturally and ethically. He trusts that if his
descendants are destined for kingship, it will be achieved through rightful
means, perhaps through their own virtue or divine favor. This moral
conviction sustains his hope amidst the corrupting influence of the witches’
words.

---

The Role of Fate and Free Will in Banquo’s Hope

A significant element in Banquo’s hope is his perception of the interplay
between fate and free will. Shakespeare subtly explores whether Banquo
believes the prophecy is inevitable or if it can be influenced by human
action.

Fate as a Guiding Force
Banquo seems to accept that fate plays a role in shaping one’s destiny, but
he is also aware of the importance of moral choice. His hope that the
prophecy will come true is based on the assumption that divine or cosmic
forces are at work, and that his actions can align with this greater plan.

Banquo’s View on Free Will
Unlike Macbeth, who is eager to forge his own destiny through murder and
treachery, Banquo believes in a more measured approach. His hope stems from
the possibility that his descendants will inherit the throne not through
treachery but through rightful succession and virtue. This belief reflects a
certain optimism that human effort, guided by morality, can influence the
course of events in a way that fulfills the prophecy without moral
compromise.

Implication of This Belief
Banquo’s perspective suggests that he sees hope in the idea that destiny is
not entirely predetermined and that individuals can influence their future
through integrity. His hope, therefore, is not blind but informed by a moral
optimism that righteousness can prevail in shaping the future.

---

Banquo’s Hope as a Reflection of His Character



and Values

Banquo’s outlook on the prophecy reveals much about his character and core
values. His hope is intertwined with his integrity, humility, and sense of
justice.

Humility and Realism
Banquo does not harbor grandiose expectations nor does he believe that the
prophecy will automatically come true. Instead, he remains realistic and
humble, acknowledging the potential dangers and the dark forces involved. His
hope is tempered by caution and wisdom, making his outlook both resilient and
morally grounded.

Trust in Divine Justice
Throughout the play, Banquo’s trust in divine justice and the natural order
is evident. He believes that if the prophecy about his descendants is to be
fulfilled, it will happen through rightful and virtuous means, not through
treachery or murder. His hope is thus tied to a belief in a moral cosmic
order that ultimately favors righteousness.

Personal Integrity and Hope
Banquo’s hope also reflects his personal integrity. Despite the temptation to
act dishonorably to secure his lineage’s future, he chooses to remain
faithful to his morals. This internal resolve sustains his hope that the
prophecy will come true in a manner consistent with his ethical standards.

---

Contrasts with Macbeth: Divergent Paths of Hope

The contrast between Banquo and Macbeth is central to understanding Banquo’s
hopefulness. Macbeth, once hopeful about the prophecy, quickly descends into
paranoia and murderous ambition. Banquo, however, maintains a more tempered
and hopeful outlook rooted in morality.

Macbeth’s Loss of Hope
After Macbeth’s ambitious acts, his hope morphs into fear and suspicion. His
belief in the prophecy’s fulfillment is tainted by guilt and moral decay,
leading him to commit further atrocities to secure his throne. Macbeth’s hope
becomes a destructive force, driven by desperation rather than faith.



Banquo’s Steady Hope
In contrast, Banquo’s hope remains untainted by greed or malice. His belief
that his descendants might become kings through rightful means sustains his
moral stance, even as he recognizes the danger posed by Macbeth’s ambitions.
His hope is a silent, steadfast belief in justice and divine order.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Hope in
Banquo’s Character

In William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Banquo’s hope that his prophecy will come
true is a testament to his moral strength, philosophical outlook, and
unwavering faith in divine justice. His cautious optimism embodies a belief
that destiny, guided by virtue and righteousness, can unfold favorably, even
amid chaos and corruption. Banquo’s hope is not naive; rather, it is a
reflection of his integrity and trust in a moral universe.

This hope ultimately underscores the tragedy of the play: while Banquo’s
moral outlook remains intact, the darker forces at play threaten to distort
the natural order, leading to chaos and tragedy. Nonetheless, Banquo’s
hopeful outlook offers a profound commentary on the human capacity to
maintain faith in justice and virtue, even when faced with ominous prophecies
and moral dilemmas.

Through Banquo, Shakespeare explores the enduring human spirit that hopes for
a just future—one that aligns with ethical principles and divine
justice—making him a symbol of hope amidst despair and corruption.
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