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Understanding the security measures surrounding high-ranking government officials is
essential, especially when it comes to their safety after leaving office. One common
guestion that arises is whether former Vice Presidents continue to receive protection from
the U.S. Secret Service. The answer to this question is nuanced and depends on various
factors including legal provisions, policies, and individual circumstances. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of Secret Service protection for former Vice Presidents,
exploring the legal basis, historical practices, and current policies.

Legal Framework Governing Secret Service
Protection

The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)

The primary legislation that governs the protection of former Vice Presidents is the National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The NDAA has included provisions specifying the
circumstances under which former officials are entitled to Secret Service protection.

Historically, the NDAA has provided for lifelong protection for certain officials, but
amendments over the years have modified these provisions. For example, the 1994 NDAA
explicitly mandated Secret Service protection for former Presidents for life, but protections
for other officials, including Vice Presidents, have been subject to change.

Protection Duration for Former Vice Presidents

Under current law, the standard practice is that former Vice Presidents receive Secret
Service protection for a limited period after leaving office, typically for six months. This
period is intended to provide sufficient security during the transition phase and immediate
post-office period.

However, there are exceptions and special cases. For instance, if a former Vice President is

at risk due to specific threats or circumstances, protection can be extended or renewed
based on the discretion of the Secret Service and relevant authorities.

Historical Practices and Examples



Protection Duration Over the Years

Historically, the protection period for former Vice Presidents has varied. In the past, some
Vice Presidents received protection for longer durations, especially if they continued to be
involved in public life or faced threats.

- Post-Office Protection: Most Vice Presidents have been granted protection for
approximately six months to one year after leaving office.

- Extended Protection: In certain cases, protection has been extended if credible threats
were identified. For example, Vice Presidents who become prominent political figures or
who face security concerns may retain protection longer.

Notable Cases

While specific details about protection durations are often classified for security reasons,
some high-profile cases have been publicly discussed or reported:

- Lloyd Bentsen: After serving as Vice President under Bill Clinton, Bentsen reportedly
received Secret Service protection for a limited time post-office.

- Joe Biden: Before becoming President, Biden received protection as Vice President, and
after his term, he continued to be protected due to ongoing threats and his high-profile role
as a presidential candidate and president-elect.

Current Policies and Practices

Protection for Recent and Future Former Vice
Presidents

As of the latest policies, the Secret Service generally provides protection to former Vice
Presidents for six months after they leave office. This period allows them to transition back
into private life smoothly, with protection according to the threat level.

For example:

- Protection for Kamala Harris: Since she is the current Vice President as of 2023, her
protection is ongoing.

- Protection for Mike Pence: After leaving office in January 2021, Pence was eligible for
protection, with extended security depending on threat assessments.

Factors Influencing Extended Protection

The Secret Service considers several factors when deciding whether to extend protection
beyond the standard period:

e Threat assessments and credible threats



Public prominence or involvement in sensitive issues

Potential risk due to personal circumstances

Requests from the individual or their family

Legal or policy changes enacted by Congress

Controversies and Debates

Cost and Resource Allocation

Providing Secret Service protection is expensive, and debates have arisen regarding
whether lifelong protection should be extended to former Vice Presidents or other officials.
Critics argue that limited resources could be better allocated, especially for individuals no
longer in the public eye.

Legal and Policy Changes

Some lawmakers have pushed for legislative changes to modify protection durations, citing
fiscal responsibility or privacy concerns. Conversely, others emphasize the importance of
security for high-profile officials, especially in an era of increased threats.

Conclusion: Do Former Vice Presidents Get Secret
Service Protection?

In summary, under current laws and regulations, former Vice Presidents typically receive
Secret Service protection for approximately six months after leaving office. This period is
designed to ensure their safety during the immediate transition period. However, protection
can be extended beyond this timeframe based on threat assessments, individual
circumstances, or specific requests.

While lifelong protection is a privilege granted to Presidents, Vice Presidents do not
automatically receive such extensive security unless special circumstances warrant it. The
Secret Service's primary focus remains on providing protection based on risk, which means
that each case is evaluated individually.

Understanding these policies underscores the importance of security for individuals who
have held high office and highlights the balance between safety, resource allocation, and
privacy concerns. As security threats evolve, so too may policies surrounding the protection
of former Vice Presidents, but as of now, their security is primarily a matter of threat
assessment and legal provisions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Do former vice presidents receive Secret Service
protection after leaving office?

Yes, former vice presidents are entitled to Secret Service protection for six months after
leaving office. However, some may receive extended protection based on specific
circumstances or agreements.

Are there any exceptions to the six-month protection
period for former vice presidents?

Yes, in certain cases, former vice presidents can receive extended protection if they are at
risk or have special security needs, but generally, the standard period is six months.

How does Secret Service protection for former vice
presidents differ from that of presidents?

Presidents receive lifetime Secret Service protection, while vice presidents typically get six
months of protection after leaving office, unless extended under special circumstances.

What legislation governs Secret Service protection for
former vice presidents?

The primary law governing Secret Service protection is the Former Presidents Act and
related statutes, which specify protection periods for presidents and vice presidents, with
provisions for extensions in certain cases.

Can a former vice president request continued Secret
Service protection?

Yes, they can request extended protection, but approval depends on security assessments
and relevant laws or policies, and protection beyond the standard period isn't automatic.



Has any former vice president ever received lifetime
Secret Service protection?

No, currently, lifetime protection is reserved for presidents, not vice presidents, though
some vice presidents may receive extended protection in special cases.

What factors influence whether a former vice president
gets extended Secret Service protection?

Factors include security threats, public profile, health, and specific requests or
circumstances that may justify extended protection beyond the standard period.

Is the protection of former vice presidents publicly
disclosed or confidential?

Details about Secret Service protection are generally classified to ensure security, but the
duration and general policies are publicly known.

Additional Resources

Do Former Vice Presidents Get Secret Service Protection?

The question of whether former Vice Presidents receive Secret Service protection is one
that often sparks curiosity and debate among the public, political analysts, and security
experts alike. While the role of the Vice President is constitutionally significant, the security
arrangements surrounding the office and its occupants have evolved over time, leading to
nuanced policies that determine protection eligibility. This article delves into the history,
policies, and current practices concerning Secret Service protection for former Vice
Presidents, providing a comprehensive overview rooted in official guidelines, legislative
acts, and recent developments.

Understanding the Role of the U.S. Secret Service
in Protection Duties

Before exploring whether former Vice Presidents are protected, it’s essential to understand
the scope of the Secret Service's responsibilities. Established in 1865 initially to combat
currency counterfeiting, the Secret Service's mission expanded in 1901 following President
William McKinley's assassination to include protection of the President of the United States.
Since then, protection duties have grown extensively, encompassing the President, Vice
President, their immediate families, and other designated individuals.

The Secret Service’s protection authority is codified in law, primarily under the United
States Code (U.S.C.), specifically 18 U.S.C. § 3056. This legislation grants the Secret Service
the authority to safeguard individuals deemed vital to national security and continuity of
government.



The Historical Evolution of Vice Presidential
Protection

Pre-1960s: Limited or No Formal Protection

Historically, Vice Presidents did not automatically receive Secret Service protection. Prior to
the mid-20th century, the role was often considered less vulnerable, and protection
arrangements varied. For instance, Vice Presidents like Thomas R. Marshall (1913-1921)
and Charles G. Dawes (1925-1929) operated without formal protection, relying instead on
personal security measures or police assistance on a case-by-case basis.

1960s and 1970s: Formalization of Protection Policies

The assassination of Vice President-elect Spiro Agnew in 1972 marked a turning point.
Although Agnew was not attacked, the incident heightened awareness of security
vulnerabilities for Vice Presidents. Subsequently, the Secret Service began to develop
standardized protection protocols, especially for Vice Presidents traveling domestically or
abroad.

Protection of Vice Presidents Since the 1980s

In 1980, the Secret Service officially began providing protection to Vice Presidents upon
assuming office. This policy was reaffirmed and expanded over the years, ensuring that
those who become Vice President are granted protection from the moment of inauguration.
However, the question remains: what happens after their term ends?

Legal Framework and Policies for Former Vice
President Protection

Protection Upon Leaving Office

Historically, the Secret Service has provided protection for former Presidents for life, a
policy formalized in the 1960s and later codified in law. In contrast, protection for former
Vice Presidents has been more discretionary, with policies evolving over time. The key
legislation influencing protection policies is the 2013 enactment of the Presidential and Vice
Presidential Protection Act, which clarified and expanded protection rights.



Protection for Former Vice Presidents: Current Practice

As of the most recent policies, former Vice Presidents do not automatically receive Secret
Service protection for life. Instead, protection is generally provided:

- For a limited period after leaving office, often up to six months.

- During specific circumstances or if deemed necessary by the Secret Service.

- If the former Vice President has been assigned to a sensitive or high-risk role, such as
serving as a U.S. ambassador or in other prominent positions.

This policy aligns with the broader approach that prioritizes protection for current
officeholders and those with ongoing security needs.

Notable Exceptions and Recent Developments

While the standard policy suggests limited post-term protection, there have been notable
exceptions and ongoing discussions about expanding protection for former VPs.

Protection for Former Vice Presidents Who Became
Presidents

One clear example is Vice Presidents who ascended to the presidency. For instance, Lyndon
B. Johnson, who was Vice President before becoming President, received Secret Service
protection as President for life. However, once Johnson left office, his protection was
discontinued.

Recent Calls for Extended or Permanent Protection

In recent years, some lawmakers and security experts have advocated for extending
protection to former Vice Presidents. Their arguments include:

- The increased security risks faced by high-profile political figures.
- The potential threats stemming from political polarization.

- The precedent set by lifetime protection for Presidents.

However, these proposals have not yet led to legislative change, and the current policy
remains that protection for former Vice Presidents is temporary and discretionary.

How Does the Protection of Former Vice



Presidents Compare Internationally?

Many democratic nations have their own protocols. For example:

- United Kingdom: Former Prime Ministers do not receive automatic security unless they are
at particular risk.

- Canada: Former Prime Ministers do not have guaranteed protection but may receive
security on a case-by-case basis.

- Australia: Former Prime Ministers are not automatically protected but can receive security
support if deemed necessary.

The U.S. approach to protecting former Vice Presidents is relatively unique in that it
provides a structured, though limited, security arrangement.

Implications and Controversies Surrounding
Former Vice President Protection

The policy on protection raises several issues:

- Cost: Secret Service protection is expensive, and extending it indefinitely for former
officials could strain resources.

- Security Risks: As political figures, former VPs may face threats, especially if involved in
contentious issues.

- Precedent: The lifetime protection for Presidents sets a high standard and raises questions
about consistency for other high-ranking officials.

Some critics argue that the current policies do not adequately safeguard former Vice
Presidents, particularly those who remain active in public life or have been targets of
threats.

Conclusion: The State of Protection for Former
Vice Presidents Today

In summary, Do former Vice Presidents get Secret Service protection? The answer is
nuanced. Currently, protection is typically limited—offered temporarily after leaving office,
with the possibility of extension under specific circumstances. Unlike Presidents, who are
entitled to lifelong protection, former Vice Presidents do not automatically enjoy this
privilege, reflecting a combination of legal, budgetary, and policy considerations.

As political landscapes evolve and security concerns intensify, debates about the adequacy
and fairness of protection policies continue. While there is no indication of a sweeping
change on the horizon, the issue remains a significant point of discussion within security
and legislative circles, reflecting broader questions about the responsibilities owed to high-
ranking government officials even after their terms conclude.



In conclusion, while the security arrangements for current officeholders are robust and well-
defined, protection for former Vice Presidents is more discretionary and limited,
emphasizing the importance of ongoing dialogue between policymakers, security agencies,
and the public to balance security needs with practical constraints.
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