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In Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novel Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Chapter 7 stands
out as a pivotal moment that intensifies the novel’s atmosphere of fear and suspense. This chapter
masterfully employs various literary techniques to evoke a profound sense of horror in the reader.
Understanding how Stevenson crafts this atmosphere involves examining his use of setting, language,
characterization, and narrative structure. In this article, we will explore these elements in detail to
uncover how Stevenson creates a chilling and unnerving experience in Chapter 7.

Setting and Atmosphere: The Darkening Mood

1. The Nighttime Scene

One of the most effective ways Stevenson builds horror in Chapter 7 is through the setting. The
chapter takes place predominantly at night, a time traditionally associated with fear, danger, and the
unknown. The darkness envelops the characters and the reader alike, creating an ominous backdrop
that heightens the sense of dread.

Stevenson describes the night as "cloudy and tempestuous," emphasizing the turbulent weather that
mirrors the chaos within. The storm outside parallels the internal turmoil of the characters, especially
as they chase Hyde through the foggy streets. The storm’s howling wind and driving rain serve as
auditory cues that build tension and evoke a sense of isolation and vulnerability.

2. Fog and Shadows

Fog plays a crucial role in creating a visual sense of mystery and concealment. Stevenson uses fog
not just as a physical barrier but as a symbol of moral ambiguity and hidden evil. The obscurity it
provides allows Hyde's sinister figure to appear suddenly and disappear just as quickly, adding an
element of unpredictability.

Shadows are also employed to make Hyde's figure seem more sinister and less tangible. The way
Stevenson describes Hyde emerging from the fog, his form partially obscured, makes him seem
almost spectral—an embodiment of horror lurking just beyond the reach of clarity. This use of
shadows and fog invites the reader’s imagination to fill in the gaps with terrifying possibilities.

Language and Descriptive Techniques



1. Vivid and Disturbing Imagery

Stevenson’s descriptive language is instrumental in creating horror. In Chapter 7, he employs vivid
imagery to evoke disqgust and fear. For example, Hyde is described as having "a hideous smile" and a
"disgusting appearance," which immediately evokes a visceral reaction from the reader.

He also describes Hyde’'s movements as "snarling" and "animalistic," emphasizing his primal and
threatening nature. This animalistic imagery suggests a loss of human morality and a descent into
pure instinct, which is inherently frightening.

2. Use of Diction and Tone

The tone in Chapter 7 is tense and foreboding. Stevenson’s choice of diction — words like "hideous,"
"savage," "dreadful," and "terror" — directly evoke feelings of horror. The language is deliberately
charged with negativity, making the reader feel unease.

Furthermore, Stevenson employs a tone of urgency and desperation as characters pursue Hyde. The
frantic pace of the narrative, combined with sharp, forceful language, heightens the reader’s anxiety
and sense of impending doom.

Characterization and Psychological Horror

1. Hyde’s Menacing Persona

Hyde is the embodiment of evil in the novel, and in Chapter 7, Stevenson emphasizes his sinister
qualities to evoke horror. Hyde's physical description is deliberately disturbing, with references to “a
man who was perfectly human... but with a hideous face,” and his movements are described as "like
some damned juggernaut."

Hyde’'s lack of remorse and his capacity for violence—culminating in the brutal murder of Sir Danvers
Carew—are highlighted in this chapter, illustrating his complete moral depravity. This portrayal of
Hyde as an unstoppable, primal force amplifies the horror.

2. The Duality of Human Nature

Stevenson explores the theme of duality—the contrasting sides of human nature—by depicting Hyde
as the dark, animalistic side of Jekyll. The psychological horror stems from the realization that such
evil can exist within a respectable individual.

In Chapter 7, the characters’ reactions to Hyde’s actions reveal their fear of the uncontrollable
aspects of human nature. The horror isn’t just in Hyde's appearance or actions but also in the deeper
psychological truth that anyone can harbor such darkness.



Narrative Techniques and Pacing

1. Dramatic Irony and Suspense

Stevenson employs dramatic irony effectively, as the readers are aware of Hyde’s true nature, while
some characters remain unaware. This creates a sense of impending doom, as the audience
anticipates the inevitable confrontation.

The pacing of Chapter 7 is rapid, with events unfolding in quick succession. The chase through the
streets and Hyde’s frantic movements increase the sense of chaos and danger. Stevenson keeps the
tension high by short, punchy sentences and vivid descriptions that propel the narrative forward.

2. Climax and Heightened Tension

The chapter reaches its climax with Hyde’s murder of Sir Danvers Carew. This act of brutal violence
shocks the reader and signifies Hyde’s complete moral decay. The detailed account of the attack, with
its graphic imagery, intensifies the horror.

Stevenson’s ability to build up to this moment through suspense, character reactions, and
atmospheric description makes the climax even more impactful and terrifying.

Conclusion: The Mastery of Horror in Chapter 7

Robert Louis Stevenson’s creation of horror in Chapter 7 of Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is
a masterclass in atmospheric storytelling. Through the effective use of setting—stormy weather, fog,
and shadows—he immerses the reader in a dark, threatening world. His vivid imagery and choice of
language evoke visceral reactions, heightening the sense of dread. The characterization of Hyde as a
primal, animalistic force, combined with the exploration of human duality, adds psychological depth
to the horror.

Furthermore, Stevenson’s narrative techniques—such as suspenseful pacing, dramatic irony, and a
carefully constructed climax—serve to keep readers on edge and amplify the terrifying atmosphere.
All these elements work together to make Chapter 7 a chilling and unforgettable part of the novel,
showcasing Stevenson’s skill in creating a powerful sense of horror that lingers long after reading.

By analyzing these literary strategies, it becomes clear that Stevenson’s mastery lies not only in his
ability to describe terrifying scenes but also in how he manipulates atmosphere, language, and
character psychology to evoke deep-seated fears. This chapter remains a prime example of how
horror can be crafted through detailed, atmospheric storytelling combined with thematic depth.

Frequently Asked Questions



How does Stevenson use vivid imagery to evoke horror in
Chapter 7?

Stevenson employs detailed and unsettling imagery, such as describing the fog and dark
surroundings, to create an eerie atmosphere that heightens the sense of fear and suspense.

In what ways does the setting in Chapter 7 contribute to the
horror atmosphere?

The misty, isolated landscape and the ominous river setting establish a sense of danger and
unpredictability, making the environment itself a source of horror.

How does Stevenson depict Jekyll’s deteriorating mental state
to evoke horror?

He portrays Jekyll's growing inner conflict and fear, emphasizing his desperation and loss of control,
which deepen the sense of psychological horror.

What role does the suspense of the unknown play in creating
horror in Chapter 7?

The ambiguity surrounding Hyde’s actions and the unseen threats heighten suspense, making readers
feel anxious and fearful of what might happen next.

How does Stevenson use foreshadowing to build a sense of
horror in this chapter?

He hints at impending danger through subtle clues about Hyde’s violent tendencies and Jekyll's
increasing distress, creating an ominous atmosphere that anticipates disaster.

In what way does the narrative perspective contribute to the
horror of Chapter 7?

The first-person narration from Utterson’s point of view immerses readers in his fear and confusion,
intensifying the horror as events unfold from a personal and limited perspective.

How does Stevenson incorporate themes of duality and
morality to enhance the horror in Chapter 7?

The contrast between Jekyll and Hyde underscores the horror of hidden evil within a respectable
facade, emphasizing the dark side of human nature.

What literary devices does Stevenson use to heighten the



horror in Chapter 7?

He uses suspense, vivid imagery, foreshadowing, and symbolism (like the fog) to evoke a chilling and
foreboding mood throughout the chapter.

Additional Resources
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In Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Chapter 7 stands as a pivotal
moment that masterfully elevates the novel’s atmosphere of suspense and terror. The chapter’s
intense mood, chilling revelations, and vivid descriptions serve to immerse the reader in the
protagonist’s growing dread. Stevenson’s craftsmanship in evoking horror through language, setting,
and psychological insight transforms this chapter into a quintessential example of Gothic storytelling.
Understanding how Stevenson accomplishes this requires an exploration of his narrative techniques,
thematic elements, and the emotional impact on the reader.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Horror

Before delving into the specific devices Stevenson employs, it's important to recognize the context of
Chapter 7. This chapter is the climax of the novel’s suspenseful unfolding, where the tension between
good and evil reaches its zenith. It is the point at which the reader witnesses the terrifying
transformation of Dr. Jekyll into Mr. Hyde and the consequences of his dual existence. Stevenson’s
goal is to evoke a visceral response, making the reader feel the protagonist’s fear and the lurking
threat of evil.

1. The Use of Atmosphere and Setting

Dark, Gloomy Atmosphere

Stevenson creates a sense of horror primarily through the atmospheric description of the setting. The
chapter takes place during a bleak, fog-laden night, a classic Gothic motif that symbolizes mystery,
concealment, and danger.

- Fog and Darkness: The pervasive fog envelops London, obscuring vision and creating an
environment where anything could be lurking unseen. This visual obscurity heightens the reader’s
sense of uncertainty and fear, as characters are unable to see what dangers await them.

- Nighttime Setting: The chapter's events unfold at night, traditionally associated with evil and the
unknown. Darkness enhances the feeling of vulnerability and amplifies the suspense.



Isolated Locations and Shadowy Streets

Stevenson emphasizes the loneliness and desolation of the city streets, which mirror the internal
turmoil of Jekyll. The shadows cast by gas lamps and the deserted streets evoke a sense of menace,
as if evil is lurking just out of sight.

2. Language and Descriptive Techniques

Vivid and Sensory Details

Stevenson’s choice of language is deliberate in creating horror. The descriptions are detailed, often
visceral, to evoke a sense of dread.

- Descriptions of Hyde: Hyde is portrayed as a grotesque figure, with descriptions emphasizing his
deformity and animalistic qualities. Phrases like "hardly human" and "displeasing, detestable" make
Hyde’s appearance unsettling, triggering primal fears of the monstrous.

- Sensory Imagery: Stevenson appeals to the senses—sound, sight, and even smell—to build tension.
The description of Hyde's movements and the unnatural quietness of the street contribute to a
disturbing atmosphere.

Use of Foreshadowing and Suspenseful Language

The language is carefully chosen to foreshadow impending doom.

- Uncertainty and Ambiguity: Words like “uncertain,” “strange,” and “unaccountable” create a sense
of ambiguity, making readers question what is real and what is hallucination.

- Climactic Pacing: The sentence structures and paragraph lengths are varied to build
suspense—short, abrupt sentences evoke sudden shocks, while longer, descriptive sentences slow
down the moment, increasing tension.

3. Psychological Horror and Characterization

Dr. Jekyll’s Inner Turmoil

Stevenson explores the psychological horror of duality. Jekyll’s internal conflict is palpable, and the
chapter reveals the devastating effects of suppressing one’s darker impulses.



- Guilt and Fear: Jekyll’s growing anxiety and fear are vividly depicted, making readers sympathize
with his torment.

- Diminishing Control: The narrative hints that Hyde is becoming uncontrollable, adding a layer of
existential horror—what happens when one’s darker side overtakes reason?

The Transformation into Hyde

The physical transformation into Hyde is described in terms that evoke horror and disgust.
- Deformity and Animalistic Traits: Hyde's appearance is animalistic, with descriptions emphasizing a
grotesque, inhuman form.

- Loss of Humanity: Stevenson portrays Hyde as almost a separate entity, emphasizing the horror of
losing one’s identity and morality.

4. The Use of Suspense and Dramatic Irony

Build-up to the Confrontation

The chapter employs suspense through pacing and narrative structure.
- Climactic Scenes: The mounting tension culminates in Hyde’'s violent act, which is described with
vivid immediacy.

- Uncertainty of Jekyll’s Fate: The reader is kept in suspense about Jekyll’s safety and the extent of
Hyde’s dominance.

Irony and the Reader’s Knowledge

Stevenson employs dramatic irony—where the reader knows more than the characters.
- Foreknowledge of Hyde's Evil: Readers are aware of Hyde’s depravity, which heightens the horror as
they watch Jekyll’s world unravel.

- Jekyll's Desperation: His attempts to suppress Hyde evoke a tragic sense of helplessness,
intensifying the horror.

5. The Theme of Uncertainty and the Uncanny

Stevenson manipulates themes of the uncanny—the familiar made strange—to evoke fear.



- Duality and the Unknowable Self: The idea that a respected doctor harbors a monstrous alter ego
creates discomfort and existential horror.

- The Unpredictability of Evil: Hyde's unpredictable violence and the loss of control reflect fears of the
uncontrollable aspects of human nature.

6. The Impact on the Reader

Stevenson’s techniques culminate in an unsettling experience for the reader.

- Emotional Response: The vivid descriptions and suspense evoke feelings of fear, disgust, and
anxiety.

- Moral Reflection: The horror also invites reflection on the nature of good and evil within human
beings.

- Sense of Inevitable Doom: The chapter’s atmosphere leaves the reader with a sense of inevitable
tragedy and the inescapability of human darkness.

Conclusion: The Mastery of Horror in Chapter 7

In Chapter 7 of Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Stevenson employs a sophisticated blend of
atmospheric setting, vivid descriptive language, psychological insight, and narrative tension to craft a
powerful sense of horror. Through the use of Gothic motifs like darkness, fog, and shadows, combined
with the portrayal of Hyde’s grotesque physicality and the internal torment of Jekyll, the author
immerses the reader in a world where evil lurks just beneath the surface of the respectable. The
chapter’s suspenseful pacing and the exploitation of themes such as duality and the uncanny deepen
the horror, making it a quintessential example of Gothic storytelling that continues to evoke fear and
fascination in modern readers. Stevenson’s mastery lies in his ability to make the psychological and
moral horror palpable, reminding us of the thin veneer separating civility from chaos—a theme as
relevant today as it was in the Victorian era.
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