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Chapter 8 of Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic novella Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a pivotal moment that intensifies the story’s mystery
and psychological tension. This chapter marks a significant turning point as
the narrative delves deeper into the duality of human nature, while also
heightening the reader’s sense of anticipation and unease. Understanding how
suspense is crafted in this chapter reveals Stevenson’s mastery in building a
gripping and morally complex story. In this article, we will explore the
various literary techniques, narrative strategies, and thematic elements used
to create suspense in Chapter 8, providing a comprehensive analysis suitable
for students, literature enthusiasts, and SEO optimization.

---

Contextual Overview of Chapter 8

Before examining how suspense is created, it’s essential to understand the
chapter’s context within the story. Chapter 8 is titled "The Last Night" and
is part of the climax of the novella. It begins with the tragic murder of Sir
Danvers Carew, an event that shocks the Victorian society depicted in the
story. The chapter then shifts focus to Mr. Utterson and his concern for
Jekyll’s safety, as well as the mysterious happenings surrounding Hyde. The
tension escalates as the narrative reveals Hyde’s increasingly dangerous
behavior and hints at Jekyll’s internal struggle.

This chapter’s narrative is driven by a sense of impending doom, as the
characters’ fates become intertwined with the darker aspects of their
personalities. The suspense arises from the uncertainty about what will
happen next, the looming threat of violence, and the revelation of hidden
truths.

---

Techniques Used to Create Suspense in Chapter 8

Stevenson employs a variety of literary techniques and narrative devices to
evoke suspense, making Chapter 8 a masterclass in building tension. Below are
some of the key methods:



1. Use of Atmosphere and Mood

Atmosphere plays a crucial role in establishing suspense. Stevenson creates a
dark, ominous mood through descriptive language and setting. For instance:

- The night setting is described as "dark and foggy," creating an environment
of uncertainty.
- The imagery of "moonlight casting shadows" enhances the eerie tone.
- The use of stormy weather parallels the turmoil within Jekyll and Hyde,
intensifying the sense of chaos.

This atmospheric tension immerses the reader in a world where danger seems
imminent, heightening suspense.

2. Pacing and Short, Sharp Sentences

Stevenson controls the pacing of the chapter to sustain suspense by:

- Using short, punchy sentences during moments of action or revelation to
quicken the rhythm.
- Pausing with longer sentences to build anticipation before a major event.
- Employing rapid shifts between different characters’ perspectives to keep
readers guessing.

This variation in pacing keeps the reader on edge, eager to discover what
happens next.

3. Use of Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing hints at future events, maintaining a sense of dread and
anticipation. Examples include:

- Utterson’s growing concern for Jekyll’s safety foreshadows impending
danger.
- The mysterious disappearance of Hyde’s belongings hints at his imminent
downfall.
- The cryptic references to Hyde’s violence and Jekyll’s internal conflict
suggest that something catastrophic is about to occur.

Foreshadowing functions as a subtle warning that increases the reader’s
anxiety about upcoming developments.

4. Dramatic Irony

Dramatic irony occurs when the reader knows more than the characters. In



Chapter 8:

- Readers are aware of Hyde’s sinister nature but see Utterson and others
still unaware of the full truth.
- The audience anticipates the tragic consequences of Hyde’s actions,
creating a sense of inevitable doom.
- The revelations about Jekyll’s dual identity are gradually uncovered,
adding layers of tension.

This technique keeps readers engaged, as they await the characters’ discovery
of the truth.

5. Narrative Perspective and Unreliable Narration

The story is primarily told through Utterson’s perspective, which adds to
suspense because:

- Utterson’s concern and limited knowledge make him a sympathetic but
uncertain guide.
- The narrative withholds certain information, creating gaps and ambiguity.
- The reader’s curiosity is piqued as they try to piece together clues
alongside Utterson.

This narrative approach fosters a sense of mystery and suspense.

6. Use of Suspenseful Language and Diction

Stevenson’s choice of words amplifies tension:

- Descriptive adjectives like “sinister,” “shadowy,” and “menacing” evoke
fear.
- Verbs such as “crept,” “slithered,” and “lurking” suggest stealth and
danger.
- The use of exclamations and interrogative sentences mirrors the characters’
anxiety.

The precise diction immerses the reader in the tense atmosphere.

---

Key Moments That Build Suspense in Chapter 8

Certain events and revelations within the chapter serve as focal points that
heighten suspense:



1. Hyde’s Mysterious Behavior

Hyde’s increasingly erratic and violent actions, including the murder of Sir
Danvers Carew, create a sense of chaos and imminent threat. The reader feels
the danger closing in as Hyde’s presence becomes more threatening.

2. Utterson’s Investigation

Utterson’s relentless pursuit of the truth, including his visits to Jekyll’s
house and his discovery of Hyde’s belongings, builds suspense through the
unfolding investigation. The reader shares his frustration and curiosity.

3. The Unveiling of the Crime Scene

The detailed description of the murder scene, with its brutal violence and
unsettling details, evokes horror and tension. The reader is left questioning
Hyde’s motives and the consequences.

4. The Ominous Ending

The chapter concludes with a sense of unresolved tension, as Utterson’s fears
escalate and the reader anticipates the inevitable confrontation. The
unresolved questions leave the reader eager to know what happens next.

---

Conclusion: How Suspense Is Masterfully Crafted
in Chapter 8

In summary, Stevenson’s creation of suspense in Chapter 8 of Jekyll and Hyde
is a result of his careful deployment of atmospheric elements, pacing,
foreshadowing, dramatic irony, narrative perspective, and language. The
chapter’s structure, along with the escalating violence and mystery
surrounding Hyde, keeps the reader engaged and on edge. The masterful use of
these techniques not only heightens the emotional impact but also reinforces
the novella’s themes of duality, morality, and the darker aspects of human
nature.

By focusing on these literary devices, Stevenson ensures that Chapter 8
remains a powerful and suspenseful climax, drawing readers deeper into the
psychological horror that defines the story. Whether analyzing for academic
purposes or simply appreciating the craft, understanding how suspense is



created in this chapter enriches our appreciation of Stevenson’s storytelling
genius.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How does Stevenson build suspense in Chapter 8 of
Jekyll and Hyde?
Stevenson employs sudden revelations, tense dialogue, and a sense of
impending doom to heighten suspense, especially as the mystery surrounding
Hyde's identity deepens and the danger becomes more evident.

What role does the discovery of Hyde's murder of Sir
Danvers Carew play in creating suspense?
The discovery of Hyde's brutal murder of Sir Danvers Carew serves as a
pivotal moment that intensifies suspense by revealing Hyde's capacity for
violence and prompting urgent investigations, making readers anxious to
uncover Hyde’s true nature.

How does the narrative perspective contribute to
suspense in Chapter 8?
The use of multiple perspectives, including Utterson's and the police's,
creates a layered narrative that keeps readers uncertain about Hyde's motives
and identity, maintaining suspense throughout the chapter.

In what ways do Stevenson’s descriptions of Hyde add
to the suspense in Chapter 8?
Stevenson’s vivid and sinister descriptions of Hyde's appearance and behavior
evoke a sense of horror and unpredictability, heightening the reader's
anticipation of his next move.

How does the theme of secrecy and hidden identity
contribute to suspense in this chapter?
The ongoing concealment of Hyde's true identity and the characters' efforts



to uncover him create an atmosphere of mystery and tension, keeping readers
engaged and eager for resolution.

What narrative techniques does Stevenson use in
Chapter 8 to maintain a sense of suspense?
Stevenson uses pacing, cliffhangers, and atmospheric descriptions, along with
the gradual revelation of Hyde’s crimes, to sustain suspense and keep the
reader engaged until the chapter’s climax.

Additional Resources
Suspense in Chapter 8 of "Jekyll and Hyde": An In-Depth Analysis

Suspense is a pivotal literary device that keeps readers engaged, eager to
discover what happens next. In Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Chapter 8 stands out as a masterclass in building
tension and unease. This chapter marks a turning point in the narrative,
where the mystery surrounding Hyde deepens and the danger becomes palpable.
Let’s explore how suspense is meticulously crafted in this chapter through
various literary techniques, narrative strategies, and thematic elements.

---

Setting the Stage for Suspense: Atmosphere and
Mood

One of the primary methods Stevenson employs to evoke suspense is through the
creation of a foreboding atmosphere and a tense mood.

Dark and Gloomy Setting

- The chapter begins in the evening, aligning with the traditional imagery of
darkness and mystery. The foggy streets of London, the shadowy alleys, and
the deserted streets all contribute to an ominous backdrop.
- The physical environment mirrors the internal turmoil of the characters and
the narrative’s dark themes. The fog acts as a metaphor for confusion and
concealment, obscuring truth and heightening uncertainty.

Use of Weather and Time

- Stevenson often uses weather to underscore suspense. The foggy, cold night



intensifies feelings of isolation and dread.
- The time of day, late evening, is traditionally associated with danger and
secrecy, thereby reinforcing the mood of impending doom.

---

Character Actions and Dialogue: Building
Tension

Suspense is also created through the interactions, behaviors, and dialogues
of key characters, especially Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Utterson.

Utterson’s Increasing Anxiety

- Utterson’s sense of unease escalates when he visits the laboratory after
Hyde’s death. His cautious approach and probing questions reveal his growing
suspicion and fear.
- His internal monologue, filled with concern and dread, allows readers to
share his anxiety, deepening the suspense.

Dr. Jekyll’s Silence and Obfuscation

- Jekyll’s refusal to reveal the full truth about Hyde’s disappearance and
his secretive behavior create an air of mystery.
- His evasiveness and guarded responses make readers question what he is
concealing, fueling suspense.

Dialogue and Its Role

- The conversations between Utterson and Jekyll are riddled with ambiguity,
hinting at secrets without outright disclosure.
- Phrases like “I do not wish to speak of it” or “You know that I can be
silent” serve as clues that something sinister is at play, prompting readers
to anticipate revelations.

---

Plot Development and Pacing: The Art of Timing

Stevenson masterfully manipulates the narrative pace to sustain suspense.



Slow Unfolding of Information

- Rather than revealing all facts at once, Stevenson allows details to emerge
gradually. For example, Utterson’s investigations, the discovery of Hyde’s
body, and Jekyll’s cryptic statements unfold over the chapter.
- This measured revelation keeps readers in a state of anticipation, eager to
learn more.

Cliffhangers and Unanswered Questions

- The chapter ends with unresolved mysteries, such as the true nature of
Hyde’s death and Jekyll’s involvement.
- The reader is left pondering: Is Jekyll truly innocent? Will there be
further danger? These open-ended questions heighten suspense.

Use of Dramatic Irony

- The audience, aware of Jekyll’s dual identity and Hyde’s evil deeds,
experiences a sense of foreboding as events unfold, knowing that catastrophe
is imminent.
- This layered knowledge creates dramatic irony, intensifying the tension.

---

Imagery and Symbolism: Conveying Unease

Visual and sensory imagery serve as powerful tools for building suspense.

Gothic Imagery

- Stevenson employs gothic motifs: shadows, darkness, and decay. For
instance, Hyde’s appearance is described as “satanic,” with a “displeasing
smile,” evoking fear.
- These vivid descriptions evoke a sense of evil lurking in the shadows,
making the reader wary.

Symbolic Elements

- The laboratory, a place of scientific discovery but also of hidden secrets,
symbolizes the danger of unchecked scientific experimentation.



- The transformation scene, with its sinister overtones, foreshadows the
impending disaster.

Use of Light and Darkness

- Contrast between light and dark is used to depict moral ambiguity and
concealment.
- Darkness envelops Hyde and the sinister events, while brief flashes of
light symbolize fleeting moments of truth or revelation, heightening
suspense.

---

Foreshadowing and Climax Preparation

Foreshadowing is a key device that Stevenson uses to prepare the reader for
the impending climax.

Hints of Future Violence

- References to Hyde’s brutality and the violent death of Sir Danvers Carew
foreshadow further chaos.
- Utterson’s suspicions and Jekyll’s cryptic warnings hint at darker events
to come.

Climactic Build-up

- The chapter’s structure gradually intensifies, with each revelation adding
layers of tension.
- The pacing quickens as the story approaches its climax, keeping the reader
on edge.

---

Uncertainty and Ambiguity: The Heart of
Suspense

Stevenson deliberately leaves certain details ambiguous, which magnifies
suspense.



Unreliable Narratives and Secrets

- Jekyll’s refusal to explain Hyde’s identity and the mysterious
circumstances surrounding Hyde’s death create ambiguity.
- The reader is left questioning what is real and what is concealed,
fostering a sense of unease.

Multiple Interpretations

- The text invites various interpretations about Jekyll’s character and
motives, which sustains suspense.
- The ambiguity ensures that the reader remains engaged, pondering what the
truth truly is.

---

Conclusion: The Mastery of Suspense in Chapter
8

Robert Louis Stevenson’s Chapter 8 of Jekyll and Hyde exemplifies how
suspense can be intricately woven into a narrative through atmosphere,
character development, pacing, imagery, foreshadowing, and ambiguity. Each
element works in concert to create an environment of tension and foreboding,
compelling the reader to turn the pages with bated breath.

The chapter’s careful manipulation of mood—through setting and
symbolism—paired with the slow revelation of key plot details, ensures that
suspense remains at the forefront. The strategic use of dialogue and
character actions heightens the emotional investment, while the unresolved
mysteries leave a lingering sense of dread and anticipation.

Ultimately, Stevenson’s craftsmanship in Chapter 8 ensures that the reader is
not merely passive but actively engaged in deciphering the layers of secrecy
and impending danger. This mastery of suspense not only enhances the story’s
impact but also cements its status as a timeless exploration of the darker
facets of human nature.

---

In summary, suspense in Chapter 8 of Jekyll and Hyde is crafted through a
combination of atmospheric setting, character psychology, strategic pacing,
vivid imagery, foreshadowing, and deliberate ambiguity. These techniques work
together to create a compelling and tense narrative, drawing the reader
deeper into the dark and complex world Stevenson has imagined.
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