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Learning a new language can be both exciting and challenging, especially when it comes to
mastering verb-preposition combinations that often seem illogical at first glance. If you're studying
French, one of the common stumbling blocks is understanding how to correctly use the verb aller (to
go) with various prepositions. Proper usage of aller + preposition is essential for expressing
movement, intentions, or locations accurately. This comprehensive guide aims to clarify these
combinations, provide examples, and help you become more confident in your French
communication skills.

---

Understanding the Verb "Aller" in French

Before diving into specific prepositions, it's important to grasp the fundamental role of aller in
French. As an irregular verb, aller means "to go" and is used both literally and figuratively. It
functions as an auxiliary in the near future tense (futur proche), and appears frequently in everyday
speech.

Basic Conjugation of "Aller"

| Tense | Conjugation | Example |
|-------------------|--------------------|--------------------------------|
| Present | je vais | Je vais au marché. |
| | tu vas | Tu vas à l'école. |
| | il/elle/on va | Elle va chez le médecin. |
| | nous allons | Nous allons au cinéma. |
| | vous allez | Vous allez en vacances. |
| | ils/elles vont | Ils vont à la plage. |
| Futur proche | je vais + infinitif | Je vais manger. |

Usage of "Aller" with Prepositions

While aller is primarily used with prepositions indicating destination or movement, these
combinations often follow specific patterns and idiomatic expressions.

---

Common "Aller + Prepositions" Combinations in French

Understanding how aller pairs with prepositions is crucial for expressing location, purpose, and



movement in French. Here's a detailed overview of the most frequently used combinations:

1. Aller à (to, at, in)

Usage:
Indicates the destination or location where someone is going.

Examples:
- Je vais à Paris. (I am going to Paris.)
- Il va à l'école. (He is going to school.)
- Nous allons à la plage. (We are going to the beach.)

Notes:
- "à" is used with cities, countries (without articles), and specific locations.
- When referring to a country with a feminine article, sometimes "en" is used instead.

2. Aller chez (to someone's house or place)

Usage:
Refers to going to someone's residence or a specific place of business.

Examples:
- Je vais chez le médecin. (I am going to the doctor’s office.)
- Elle va chez ses parents. (She is going to her parents' place.)
- Nous allons chez le dentiste. (We are going to the dentist's.)

Notes:
- "chez" implies going to someone's personal or professional space.

3. Aller en (to, in)

Usage:
Indicates traveling to a feminine country or continent, or a mode of transport.

Examples:
- Je vais en France. (I am going to France.)
- Il va en Italie. (He is going to Italy.)
- Nous allons en voiture. (We are going by car.)
- Elle va en bus. (She is going by bus.)

Notes:
- Use "en" with feminine countries, continents, and modes of transportation.
- For masculine countries starting with a vowel, "en" is also used (e.g., en Iran).

4. Aller au (to the)

Usage:
Refers to masculine countries or specific locations.

Examples:
- Je vais au Canada. (I am going to Canada.)



- Il va au supermarché. (He is going to the supermarket.)
- Nous allons au stade. (We are going to the stadium.)

5. Aller aux (to the)

Usage:
Refers to plural nouns or places.

Examples:
- Elle va aux États-Unis. (She is going to the United States.)
- Nous allons aux magasins. (We are going to the shops.)
- Ils vont aux concerts. (They are going to the concerts.)

---

Specialized Uses and Idiomatic Expressions with "Aller"
+ Prepositions

Beyond basic directions, aller + preposition constructions are used in idiomatic expressions and to
convey nuanced meanings.

1. Aller chez le médecin / chez le dentiste

- Meaning: To go to the doctor/dentist.
- Example: Je vais chez le médecin demain.

2. Aller en ville / à la campagne

- Meaning: To go to town / to the countryside.
- Example: Nous allons en ville ce soir.

3. Aller à pied / en voiture / en vélo

- Means of transportation.
- Examples:
- Il va à pied au travail.
- Elle va en voiture à l'université.
- Nous allons en vélo au parc.

4. Aller pour + infinitif

Used to indicate purpose or intention.

- Example: Je vais pour acheter du pain. (I am going to buy bread.)

5. Aller contre

Meaning: To go against; oppose.



- Example: Tout le monde va contre cette idée. (Everyone is against this idea.)

6. Aller avec

Meaning: To go with; to match.

- Example: Cette robe va avec tes chaussures. (This dress goes with your shoes.)

---

Tips for Mastering "Aller" with Prepositions

Mastering these combinations requires practice and understanding of context. Here are some
practical tips:

Key Points to Remember

- Preposition choice depends on destination or mode of transportation.
- "à" often indicates a specific point or location.
- "en" is used for feminine countries and modes of transportation.
- "au" and "aux" are used with masculine or plural locations.
- "chez" indicates going to a person or their place.

Practice Strategies

- Make flashcards with common aller + preposition phrases.
- Use maps or images to visualize destinations.
- Practice speaking with native speakers or language partners.
- Incorporate these phrases into daily sentences to improve contextual understanding.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid with "Aller" + Prepositions

Even advanced learners sometimes make errors with these combinations. Be mindful of the
following:

- Using the wrong preposition for a destination (e.g., "aller à la ville" instead of "aller en ville").
- Confusing "à" and "en" based on gender or location.
- Omitting the preposition altogether, which can change the meaning or make the sentence
incorrect.
- Forgetting to conjugate aller correctly according to the subject.

---



Conclusion: Your Guide to "Aller" + Prepositions in
French

Mastering aller + prepositions is essential for expressing movement, location, and purpose
accurately in French. By understanding the specific prepositions that follow aller, recognizing
idiomatic expressions, and practicing regularly, you'll improve your fluency and confidence in
everyday conversations. Remember that context is key—pay attention to whether you're indicating a
destination, mode of transportation, or purpose, and choose your preposition accordingly.

Whether you're traveling, chatting with friends, or reading French texts, this knowledge will help
you navigate the language more smoothly. Keep practicing, stay curious, and soon you'll find these
combinations becoming second nature.

---
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If you have any more questions about French grammar or need further examples, don't hesitate to
seek out language resources or ask native speakers. Happy learning!

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I use 'aller' with prepositions in French?
When using 'aller' with prepositions, you typically combine it with the preposition to express
movement or direction, such as 'aller à' for going to a place, e.g., 'Je vais à l'école' (I go to school).

What is the correct preposition to use with 'aller' for
countries?
Use 'en' for feminine countries or those starting with a vowel (e.g., 'Je vais en France'), and 'au' for
masculine countries (e.g., 'Je vais au Canada').



How do I say 'I'm going to' in French with 'aller' and
prepositions?
You say 'Je vais' followed by the preposition and the place, such as 'Je vais à la plage' (I'm going to
the beach).

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when using 'aller'
with prepositions?
Yes, a common mistake is mixing up 'à' and 'en'. Remember, 'à' is used for cities and specific places,
while 'en' is used for countries and regions. Also, ensure the preposition agrees with the gender of
the noun.

Can I use 'aller' with other prepositions besides 'à' and 'en'?
Yes, 'aller' can be combined with prepositions like 'chez' (to someone's house), 'dans' (inside), or
'vers' (towards), depending on the context. For example, 'Je vais chez mon ami' (I'm going to my
friend's house).

How do I form questions with 'aller' and prepositions in
French?
You can invert the subject and verb, e.g., 'Vas-tu à l'école?' or use 'est-ce que' at the beginning, like
'Est-ce que tu vas à la plage?' Both forms are correct and commonly used.

Additional Resources
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Learning a new language is a rewarding journey filled with intricate rules and delightful surprises.
For French learners, one of the most common challenges is mastering the correct usage of the verb
aller (to go) combined with various prepositions. These combinations often carry nuanced meanings,
idiomatic expressions, and specific grammatical rules that can perplex even advanced students.
Whether you are a beginner trying to grasp basic constructions or an intermediate learner aiming to
perfect your fluency, understanding aller + prepositions is essential to communicate accurately and
naturally in French.

In this article, we will delve into the complexities of aller + prepositions, exploring their meanings,
grammatical structures, and usage in everyday language. By the end, you'll have a comprehensive
understanding of these verb-preposition combinations, enabling you to enhance your French
proficiency with confidence.

---



Understanding the Verb "Aller" in French

Before exploring the various prepositions that combine with aller, it is crucial to understand the
fundamental role of aller in French.

The Basic Meaning and Conjugation of "Aller"

Aller is an irregular verb, which means its conjugation does not follow standard patterns. It is
primarily used to express:

- Movement from one place to another ("to go")
- Near-future tense constructions ("going to do something")
- Certain idiomatic expressions

Present tense conjugation:

- Je vais (I go / I am going)
- Tu vas (You go / You are going)
- Il/elle/on va (He/she/one goes / is going)
- Nous allons (We go / are going)
- Vous allez (You formal/plural go / are going)
- Ils/elles vont (They go / are going)

---

Common "Aller" + Preposition Constructions and Their
Meanings

The combinations of aller with various prepositions form a rich tapestry of expressions, each with
specific meanings and grammatical nuances. Below is a detailed exploration of the most common
aller + prepositions.

1. Aller à [Place]

Meaning:
Expresses movement towards a specific location or destination.

Usage:
- Je vais à l'école. (I am going to school.)
- Nous allons à la plage demain. (We are going to the beach tomorrow.)

Notes:
- à is used for cities, small towns, and specific locations.
- When referring to countries, use en (feminine countries) or au (masculine countries). For example:
- Je vais en France.
- Je vais au Canada.



2. Aller chez [Person/Place]

Meaning:
Indicates going to someone's home or a specific private place.

Usage:
- Je vais chez mon ami. (I am going to my friend's house.)
- Il va chez le médecin. (He is going to the doctor's office.)

Notes:
- chez implies a more personal or private location, often a home or office of a person.

3. Aller en [Country/Continent]

Meaning:
Used to specify traveling to larger regions like countries or continents.

Usage:
- Elle va en Italie. (She is going to Italy.)
- Nous allons en Amérique du Sud. (We are going to South America.)

Notes:
- Use en for feminine countries and continents.
- For masculine countries starting with a vowel, en is also used, e.g., en Iran.

4. Aller au [Masculine Country or Place]

Meaning:
Refers to going to a masculine country or specific masculine place.

Usage:
- Je vais au Japon. (I am going to Japan.)
- Il va au cinéma. (He is going to the cinema.)

---

Additional "Aller" + Prepositions and Their Contexts

Beyond the basic locations, aller combines with other prepositions to convey various nuances.

1. Aller chez le / la / l' [Profession, Business]

- Je vais chez le dentiste. (I am going to the dentist's office.)
- Elle va chez la boulangerie. (She is going to the bakery.)

2. Aller pour [Purpose]

Meaning:
Indicates the purpose of going somewhere.



Usage:
- Je vais pour acheter du pain. (I am going to buy some bread.)
- Nous allons pour rencontrer nos amis. (We are going to meet our friends.)

3. Aller par [Method / Means]

While less common, aller par can describe the method or route.

- Je vais par le train. (I go by train.)
- Elle va par la route. (She goes by road.)

4. Aller vers [Direction / Approximate Location]

Meaning:
Indicates movement in the direction of something.

Usage:
- Il va vers la ville. (He is heading towards the city.)
- Nous allons vers la fin du projet. (We are heading towards the end of the project.)

---

Idiomatic Expressions with "Aller" and Prepositions

The combination of aller with prepositions often yields idiomatic expressions that are essential for
fluent speech.

1. Aller chercher [Someone / Something]

Meaning:
To go pick up someone or something.

Usage:
- Je vais chercher mes enfants à l'école. (I am going to pick up my children from school.)
- Elle va chercher du café. (She is going to get some coffee.)

2. Aller voir [Someone / Something]

Meaning:
To go see someone or something.

Usage:
- Nous allons voir le film ce soir. (We are going to see the movie tonight.)
- Tu vas voir ton médecin bientôt. (You are going to see your doctor soon.)

3. Aller faire [Activity]

Meaning:
To go and do an activity.



Usage:
- Je vais faire du shopping. (I am going shopping.)
- Ils vont faire du sport demain. (They are going to play sports tomorrow.)

4. Aller à la pêche / à la chasse / à la montagne

These are fixed expressions indicating specific activities or destinations.

---

Grammatical Considerations and Tips for Learners

Mastering aller + prepositions requires attention to grammatical details and context.

1. Preposition Selection and Gender Agreement

- Be mindful of the gender and number of the noun following the preposition.
- Use à with cities and small locations.
- Use en for feminine countries or continents.
- Use au for masculine countries or singular masculine nouns.
- Use aux for plural countries or regions.

2. Expressing Future Intentions: "aller" + infinitive

One of the most common uses of aller is to form the near future tense.

Structure:

- Subject + aller conjugated + infinitive verb

Examples:

- Je vais manger. (I am going to eat.)
- Nous allons partir. (We are going to leave.)
- Elle va étudier. (She is going to study.)

Understanding this structure is crucial for expressing plans and intentions.

3. Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Confusing à and en when talking about countries.
- Using aller + preposition without the correct preposition.
- Overusing literal translations from English that do not fit French idiomatic usage.

---



Practical Tips for Learners

To solidify your understanding and usage of aller with prepositions:

- Practice with real-life scenarios: Plan sentences about your daily routines, future plans, or travel
experiences.
- Use flashcards: Create cards with different aller + preposition combinations and their meanings.
- Immerse yourself: Engage with French media—movies, podcasts, conversations—that feature these
expressions.
- Seek feedback: Converse with native speakers or teachers to correct and refine your usage.

---

Conclusion

Mastering aller + prepositions is a cornerstone of French fluency. These combinations not only
describe physical movement but also convey intentions, idiomatic expressions, and nuanced
meanings that enrich your language skills. By understanding the core prepositions—à, en, chez, au,
vers, pour, par—and their appropriate contexts, learners can communicate more naturally and
confidently.

Language learning is an ongoing process, and becoming comfortable with these aller + preposition
structures will significantly enhance your ability to navigate French conversations, travel, and
cultural expressions. Keep practicing, stay curious, and soon these combinations will become a
seamless part of your French vocabulary.

---

Note: Language is dynamic, and idiomatic expressions or usage may vary across regions. Always
consider context and consult native speakers or authoritative resources when in doubt.
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