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Pericles, one of ancient Athens' most influential statesmen and orators, held a vision for a
government that prioritized the interests of its citizens and promoted the ideals of
democracy, culture, and military strength. His leadership during Athens' Golden Age
marked a period of political innovation, artistic achievement, and imperial expansion.
Central to his philosophy was the conviction that the Athenian government should favor the
common citizenry, fostering equality and participation, while also supporting the city's
cultural and military ambitions. This article explores Pericles' beliefs about governance, the
principles he championed, and how his policies shaped the development of Athens.

Pericles' Philosophy on Athenian Governance

The Democratic Ideal

Pericles was a staunch supporter of democracy, believing that the government should serve
the interests of all citizens rather than a privileged few. His leadership emphasized the
importance of equal participation in political life, asserting that:

- Every citizen should have a voice in decision-making processes.

- Public office should be accessible to all qualified citizens, regardless of wealth or social
class.

- Democratic principles would foster unity and collective responsibility among Athenians.

Fostering Civic Engagement

Pericles encouraged active civic engagement and believed that a well-informed and
involved citizenry was crucial for a thriving democracy. His policies aimed to:

- Expand the functions of the Assembly (Ekklesia), where citizens debated and voted on
important issues.

- Pay public officials and jurors, ensuring that even those of modest means could participate
without financial hardship.

- Promote a culture of participation that reinforced the legitimacy of Athenian democracy.

Pericles' Support for Cultural and Artistic



Development

The Role of Culture in Governance

Pericles believed that the strength and prestige of Athens depended heavily on its cultural
achievements. He viewed art, architecture, and philosophy as tools to enhance the city’s
reputation and foster a sense of identity among its citizens. His government favored:

- The construction of monumental edifices like the Parthenon, which symbolized Athenian
greatness.

- Patronage of philosophers, playwrights, and artists to cultivate intellectual and artistic
excellence.

- The promotion of festivals and public events that celebrated Athenian heritage and unity.

Impact on Education and Philosophy

Pericles' era saw the rise of influential thinkers such as Socrates, and his support for
education was integral to fostering civic virtue and political participation. He believed that
educated citizens were better equipped to contribute to governance and uphold democratic
values.

The Military and Imperial Policy Favoring
Athenian Power

The Delian League and Athenian Domination

Pericles prioritized strengthening Athens' military capabilities to defend against external
threats and to expand its influence. His government championed:

- The leadership of Athens over the Delian League, a coalition of city-states aimed at
resisting Persian invasion.

- The use of league funds for building projects and military enhancements that benefited all
Athenians.

- A strategic emphasis on naval power, which became the cornerstone of Athens' imperial
dominance.

Balancing Military Strength and Democratic Values

While military expansion was essential, Pericles believed it should align with democratic
principles—ensuring that the empire's growth served the interests of the citizens and



maintained social stability.

Reforms and Policies Implemented by Pericles

Political Reforms

Pericles introduced several reforms aimed at democratizing Athens’ political structure,
including:

- Increasing the pay for public officials, making office accessible to poorer citizens.

- Using the stipend system for jurors and officials to encourage broader participation.
- Strengthening the authority of the Assembly as the primary decision-making body.

Architectural and Cultural Projects

Pericles spearheaded major projects that uplifted Athens’ cultural landscape, such as:

- The Parthenon, symbolizing Athens’ artistic and political achievements.

- The Propylaea and other structures that showcased Athenian architecture.

- Supporting festivals like the Panathenaia, which celebrated civic pride and religious
devotion.

Educational and Philosophical Support

Pericles' patronage helped foster an environment where philosophy and arts could flourish,
contributing to Athens’ reputation as a center of learning and innovation.

Legacy of Pericles’ Beliefs on Athenian
Governance

Enduring Democratic Principles

Pericles’ emphasis on equality, participation, and civic virtue laid the foundation for
democratic ideals that would influence Western political thought for centuries. His policies:

- Encouraged broad involvement of citizens in government.
- Promoted the idea that leadership should serve the collective interests.
- Recognized the importance of cultural and military strength in sustaining democracy.



Promoting Cultural and Artistic Excellence

The artistic and architectural achievements of Pericles’ era became symbols of Athens’
greatness, inspiring future generations and reinforcing the role of culture in governance.

Military and Imperial Strategies

His focus on naval power and empire-building established Athens as a dominant maritime
power, shaping the political landscape of ancient Greece.

Conclusion

Pericles believed that the Athenian government should favor the citizenry by promoting
democratic participation, supporting cultural and artistic development, and maintaining
military strength to secure Athens' dominance. His leadership fostered an era of remarkable
achievements in politics, arts, and military enterprise, leaving a legacy that underscored
the importance of civic virtue, cultural pride, and strategic governance. While his policies
faced challenges and eventual decline, the principles he championed continue to resonate
as foundational elements of democratic systems and the pursuit of cultural excellence.

Key Takeaways:

- Pericles championed democracy, emphasizing equal participation and civic involvement.
- He believed culture and arts were vital to Athens’ identity and political strength.

- Military expansion, especially naval power, was central to Athens' imperial ambitions.

- Reforms aimed at broadening political participation and supporting public officials.

- His legacy underpins foundational democratic and cultural values in Western history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Pericles' perspective on the role of
democracy in Athenian government?

Pericles believed that the Athenian government should favor direct democracy, allowing all
eligible citizens to participate in decision-making processes to ensure equality and
collective governance.

How did Pericles think Athens' government should



support the common citizens?

Pericles thought Athens' government should favor the common citizens by promoting
policies that expanded political participation and protected their rights, strengthening the
democratic fabric of the city-state.

In what ways did Pericles believe the Athenian
government should support cultural and artistic
development?

Pericles believed that the government should favor the arts and culture, funding projects
like the Parthenon and supporting artists and philosophers to elevate Athens as a cultural
center.

What was Pericles' view on military and naval power in
relation to democratic governance?

Pericles believed that the Athenian government should favor a strong naval force, which
was essential for protecting democracy, expanding influence, and maintaining Athens’
dominance among Greek city-states.

How did Pericles believe the government should treat
its allies and the Delian League?

Pericles thought the Athenian government should favor the interests of its allies by
maintaining leadership and ensuring the league's collective security, while also promoting
Athenian dominance through diplomatic and military strength.

Additional Resources

Pericles Believed That Athenian Government Should Favor The

Pericles, a towering figure in ancient Athens and a leading statesman during its Golden Age,
held a profound belief about the nature of good governance. His vision extended beyond
mere political administration; he envisioned a government that actively favored the virtues,
values, and the collective well-being of the Athenian people. This conviction shaped Athens’
political landscape and influenced its policies, military pursuits, and cultural achievements.
In this article, we explore what Pericles believed the Athenian government should favor,
examining his democratic principles, emphasis on civic participation, support for arts and
culture, and the promotion of an inclusive society, all within the context of his historical
legacy.

Pericles’ Emphasis on Democratic Principles



The Expansion of Democratic Ideals

Pericles believed that the Athenian government should favor democratic principles that
empowered its citizens. During his leadership, Athens saw significant expansion of
democratic institutions, ensuring that political participation was not limited to the
aristocratic elite but open to a broader segment of the population.

- Equal Participation: Pericles championed the idea that all citizens, regardless of wealth or
social status, should have an equal voice in governance. This was reflected in practices like
the assembly (Ekklesia), where citizens gathered to debate and decide on policies.

- Paying Public Office: Recognizing that economic barriers could hinder participation,
Pericles introduced stipends for those holding public office, enabling even the poorest
citizens to serve without financial hardship. This move broadened democratic participation
and reinforced the government's favoring of the common citizen.

The Role of the Assembly and Lawmaking

Pericles believed the assembly was the core of Athenian democracy. He prioritized fostering
an environment where citizens actively engaged in decision-making processes.

- Direct Democracy: Under Pericles, the assembly became the primary forum for discussing
war, legislation, and foreign policy, emphasizing that governance should favor direct citizen
involvement.

- Legal Reforms: He supported reforms that made the legal system more accessible,
promoting fairness and transparency, thus aligning the government’s favor towards justice
and civic rights.

Civic Pride and the Promotion of Cultural Identity

Supporting Arts, Architecture, and Public Works

Pericles understood that a thriving city needed cultural and artistic achievements that
reflected its values and identity. He believed the government should favor the arts and
public projects as a means to foster civic pride.

- The Parthenon and Artistic Flourishing: Under his leadership, Athens embarked on
monumental building projects, most notably the Parthenon, which symbolized Athenian
glory and cultural supremacy.

- Funding for Artists and Philosophers: Pericles patronized artists, sculptors, and
philosophers, recognizing their role in shaping Athenian identity and promoting intellectual
growth.

The Cultural Policy as a Tool for Unity

Pericles saw culture as a unifying force within Athens and believed that government
support for the arts should favor social cohesion.



- Festivals and Public Celebrations: Events like the Panathenaia fostered communal
participation and reinforced shared values.

- Educational Initiatives: The government supported education in rhetoric, philosophy, and
arts, fostering an informed citizenry aligned with Athenian ideals.

Promotion of an Inclusive Society

Extending Rights to Citizens and Recognizing Diversity

While Athens’ society was hierarchical, Pericles believed the government should favor
inclusivity within the citizen body.

- Recognition of Rights for Free Male Citizens: He emphasized the importance of rights and
responsibilities for all male citizens, regardless of wealth.

- Inclusion of Non-Athenians in Certain Civic Roles: Although limited, there was some
recognition of the role of non-citizens (metics) in the economic life of Athens, with policies
encouraging their participation in trade and crafts.

Military and Civic Duty

Pericles believed that loyalty to Athens and its democratic ideals should favor a sense of
civic duty among all citizens.

- Service in the Military: The government encouraged military service as a civic
responsibility, fostering unity and shared purpose.

- Public Service as Honor: Civic participation was promoted as an honorable pursuit,
reinforcing the idea that the government favors those committed to the city’s welfare.

Pericles’ Legacy and Modern Reflections

Balancing Power and Democracy

While Pericles championed democratic ideals, he also strengthened the power of Athens
leadership and military. His policies reflected a nuanced view that favored effective
governance balanced with citizen participation.

’

- Centralization of Authority: Despite democratic ideals, Pericles maintained control over
foreign policy and military decisions, indicating a belief that capable leadership was
essential.

- Promotion of Athenian Supremacy: His leadership fostered a sense of Athenian
exceptionalism, which, while unifying, also led to tensions with other Greek city-states.



Lessons for Contemporary Governance

Pericles’ advocacy for governments that favor civic engagement, cultural development, and
social inclusion remains relevant today.

- Encouraging Civic Participation: Modern democracies can learn from his emphasis on
broad civic involvement.

- Investing in Culture and Education: His recognition of culture’s role in societal cohesion
offers lessons for fostering national identity.

- Balancing Leadership and Participation: The importance of effective leadership that still
values citizen input is a key takeaway from Pericles’ approach.

Conclusion

Pericles believed that the Athenian government should favor democratic participation,
cultural excellence, and social inclusion—values that defined Athens’ Golden Age. His
reforms and policies aimed to empower citizens, promote civic pride, and uphold justice,
creating a model of governance that sought to serve the collective good. While his
leadership was not without complexities, the principles he championed continue to
influence ideas about government that favors the people, culture, and civic responsibility.
As history reflects, Pericles’ vision forged a city renowned for its democracy, arts, and
intellectual legacy—an enduring testament to his belief in a government that favors its
citizens and their shared identity.
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