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The Declaration of Independence is one of the most significant documents in American history,
marking the formal assertion of the thirteen American colonies' independence from British rule. At
the heart of this historic document is Thomas Jefferson, who was tasked with drafting the
declaration that would articulate the colonies’ reasons for seeking independence. Jefferson’s words
not only expressed the colonies’ grievances but also laid out a powerful philosophical foundation for
the new nation. But what exactly did Mr. Jefferson say in the Declaration of Independence? To
understand this, we need to explore the key ideas, the language used, and the principles that
Jefferson articulated in this groundbreaking document.

The Context and Significance of Jefferson’s Words
Before delving into the specific content of the Declaration, it’s essential to understand the context in
which Jefferson wrote it. In 1776, the American colonies were actively seeking to break free from
British dominance, citing a long list of grievances against King George III and the British
government. The colonies wanted to establish a new nation founded on principles of liberty, equality,
and self-governance. Jefferson's role was to craft a compelling statement that would unify the
colonies and persuade other nations to support their cause.

The significance of Jefferson’s words lies in their universal appeal and enduring influence. His
eloquent articulation of natural rights and the justification for independence has resonated through
centuries, inspiring countless movements for liberty worldwide. His words continue to be quoted and
studied, symbolizing the ideals upon which the United States was founded.

Key Ideas Expressed by Mr. Jefferson in the Declaration
Jefferson’s declaration is structured around several core ideas that reflect Enlightenment principles
and revolutionary ideals. These include the assertion of inherent rights, the critique of monarchy and
tyranny, and the justification for revolutionary action.

1. The Unalienable Rights of All People
One of the most famous parts of Jefferson’s writing is the assertion that all people are endowed with
certain unalienable rights. These rights include:

Life

Liberty

Pursuit of Happiness



Jefferson argued that these rights are not granted by governments but are inherent to human
nature. Governments are created to protect these rights, and when they fail to do so or actively
violate them, the people have the right to alter or abolish such governments.

2. The Role of Government
Jefferson emphasized that governments derive their powers from the consent of the governed. This
idea challenged the divine right of kings and asserted that authority should be based on the will of
the people. He wrote:

> “That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed.”

This statement laid the groundwork for democratic principles and the importance of representative
government.

3. Grievances Against King George III
A significant portion of the Declaration outlines specific complaints against King George III. These
grievances justified the colonies’ decision to seek independence. Among these accusations were:

Imposing taxes without consent

Refusing to pass laws for the public good

Quartering large armies in colonial homes

Obstructing justice and altering colonial charters

Maintaining standing armies without colonial approval

Jefferson’s listing of grievances was intended to demonstrate that the king had violated the social
contract and had become tyrannical.

4. The Right to Revolution
Jefferson clearly states that when a government becomes destructive of natural rights, the people
have the right to replace it. He wrote:

> “It is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government.”

This radical idea was revolutionary at the time, asserting that sovereignty resides with the people,
not monarchs or colonial authorities.



Selected Quotes from the Declaration of Independence
To better understand what Mr. Jefferson said, here are some of the most iconic and impactful quotes
from his writing:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal...”1.

“That they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights...”2.

“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men...”3.

“Whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends...”4.

“We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General5.
Congress, Assembled...”

These words encapsulate Jefferson’s philosophical stance and his justification for independence.

Impact and Legacy of Jefferson’s Words
Jefferson’s articulation of these ideas has had a lasting impact, both in the United States and around
the world. His emphasis on natural rights, the sovereignty of the people, and the right to revolution
provided a moral and philosophical foundation for the American Revolution and the subsequent
development of American political philosophy.

The language of the Declaration influenced countless other documents and movements advocating
for human rights, democracy, and independence. Jefferson’s words continue to be cited in legal
debates, political speeches, and educational settings, reminding us of the enduring power of
eloquent and principled writing.

Conclusion
In summary, what Mr. Jefferson said in the Declaration of Independence was a powerful declaration
of human rights, a critique of tyranny, and a call for self-determination. His words articulated the
fundamental principles that underpin the American nation and have inspired generations worldwide.
From emphasizing unalienable rights and the importance of government by consent to listing
grievances against a tyrannical ruler, Jefferson’s language was revolutionary and timeless. His
words continue to resonate today, serving as a reminder of the enduring struggle for liberty and
justice.

Whether examining the philosophical underpinnings or the historical context, understanding what
Jefferson said in the Declaration allows us to appreciate the profound significance of this founding
document and the ideals it represents.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main message conveyed by Mr. Jefferson in the
Declaration of Independence?
Mr. Jefferson emphasized the colonies' right to self-governance, listing grievances against King
George III and asserting the colonies' independence from British rule.

Did Thomas Jefferson write the entire Declaration of
Independence?
Thomas Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration, but it was reviewed and edited by other
members of the Continental Congress before adoption.

What famous phrases did Mr. Jefferson include in the
Declaration of Independence?
He included iconic phrases such as 'We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal' and 'Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.'

What grievances did Jefferson list against King George III in
the Declaration?
Jefferson listed multiple grievances, including imposing taxes without consent, dissolving
representative houses, maintaining standing armies in peacetime, and cutting off trade.

How did Mr. Jefferson justify the colonies' decision to declare
independence?
He justified it by arguing that the colonies had the right to overthrow a government that violated
their rights and failed to protect their interests.

Was Mr. Jefferson inspired by any particular philosophies
when writing the Declaration?
Yes, Jefferson was influenced by Enlightenment ideas, especially the philosophies of John Locke,
regarding natural rights and the social contract.

What role did Mr. Jefferson's words play in American history
after the Declaration was adopted?
Jefferson's words became foundational principles of American democracy, inspiring future
generations and serving as a rallying cry for liberty and independence.



Are there any notable quotes from Mr. Jefferson in the
Declaration that are frequently cited today?
Yes, the phrase 'We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal' is one of the
most famous and frequently quoted lines from the document.

Additional Resources
What Did Mr. Jefferson Say In The Declaration Of Independence?

The Declaration of Independence remains one of the most iconic and influential documents in
American history. Drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson in 1776, it laid the groundwork for the
birth of a new nation based on principles of liberty, equality, and self-governance. Understanding
what Mr. Jefferson said in the Declaration is essential not only for grasping the historical context of
American independence but also for appreciating the enduring ideals that continue to shape the
nation's identity.

This comprehensive analysis explores the content, themes, and significance of Jefferson's words,
dissecting the document’s language and underlying philosophies. Through a detailed examination,
we aim to uncover what Jefferson articulated about governance, human rights, and the reasons for
breaking away from British rule.

---

The Context and Composition of the Declaration of
Independence

Before delving into the specific words Jefferson penned, it’s important to understand the historical
circumstances that prompted the drafting of this seminal document.

Historical Background

By 1776, tensions between the American colonies and Great Britain had escalated over issues such
as taxation without representation, trade restrictions, and colonial self-governance. The colonies felt
increasingly aggrieved by what they perceived as tyranny and infringement on their rights.

The colonies convened the Second Continental Congress, which served as a de facto national
government. On July 4, 1776, they adopted the Declaration of Independence, formally asserting their
intent to separate from Britain.

Jefferson’s Role and the Drafting Process



Thomas Jefferson, then a young delegate from Virginia, was tasked with drafting the document. His
role was pivotal; his eloquence and philosophical grounding shaped the core message. Jefferson
drew upon Enlightenment ideas, especially those of John Locke, to craft a compelling argument for
independence grounded in natural rights and social contract theory.

---

What Did Mr. Jefferson Say In The Declaration Of
Independence? A Closer Look

The Declaration is structured into several key sections, each serving a distinct purpose. Jefferson’s
words are carefully chosen to articulate grievances, assert principles, and declare independence.

The Preamble: A Statement of Purpose

Jefferson begins with a powerful statement that has become legendary:

> "When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the
political bands which have connected them with another..."

Analysis:
This opening sets a universal tone, framing the act of independence as a natural and inevitable step
in human history. Jefferson emphasizes necessity, suggesting that such actions are not taken lightly
but are compelled by circumstances.

---

Natural Rights and the Authority of the People

One of Jefferson’s most enduring contributions is his articulation of natural rights:

> "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness."

Analysis:
This statement encapsulates core Enlightenment principles. Jefferson asserts that rights are
inherent, not granted by governments, and that equality is a fundamental truth. The phrase "self-
evident" underscores the universality and undeniability of these rights.

Implication:
The government’s legitimacy depends on protecting these rights, and when it fails, the people have
the right to alter or abolish it.



---

The Right to Revolution

Jefferson explicitly states the justification for overthrowing a tyrannical government:

> "That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government..."

Analysis:
This clause establishes the revolutionary principle that governments derive their power from the
consent of the governed. When that consent is violated, resistance and revolution are justified.

Significance:
This idea provided philosophical backing for the colonies’ break from Britain, framing independence
as a moral and constitutional right.

---

Grievances Against King George III

The bulk of the Declaration lists specific grievances to justify separation. Jefferson’s language is
direct and often accusatory:

- Taxation Without Consent:
"He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good."

- Obstruction of Justice:
"He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone."

- Maintaining Standing Armies in Peacetime:
"He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures."

- Cutting Off Trade:
"For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent."

- Depriving Trial by Jury:
"He has deprived us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury."

- Transporting Troops to Suppress Rights:
"He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution."

Analysis:
Jefferson’s tone is firm yet factual, painting a picture of systemic abuse. The grievances serve to
demonstrate a pattern of tyranny and justify the call for independence.

---



The Declaration’s Closing: A Formal Declaration

Jefferson concludes with a definitive statement:

> "We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in
the Name and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States..."

Analysis:
This formal declaration affirms the colonies’ sovereignty and accountability to a higher moral
authority, invoking "the Supreme Judge of the World" to legitimize their cause.

---

The Philosophical Underpinnings of Jefferson’s Words

Jefferson’s language is deeply rooted in Enlightenment thought, particularly ideas championed by
philosophers like John Locke.

Natural Rights and the Social Contract

- The belief that individuals possess inherent rights.
- Governments are established to protect these rights.
- When governments violate these rights, citizens are justified in resisting or overthrowing them.

Equality and Human Dignity

- The assertion that "all men are created equal" challenged existing hierarchies.
- Laid the foundation for future civil rights movements.

The Right to Self-Governance

- The legitimacy of government is contingent upon the consent of the governed.
- The people possess the ultimate authority.

---



The Impact and Legacy of Jefferson’s Words

Jefferson’s articulation of rights and grievances has had a profound influence on American political
thought.

Founding Principles

- The emphasis on natural rights and equality became central to the U.S. Constitution and Bill of
Rights.
- The Declaration’s language inspired subsequent movements advocating for human rights and
justice worldwide.

Controversies and Criticisms

- The phrase "all men are created equal" was inconsistent with the reality of slavery, which persisted
at the time.
- Jefferson himself owned slaves, leading to debates about the contradictions within his words and
actions.

Enduring Relevance

- The Declaration remains a living document, symbolizing the ideals of liberty and justice.
- Its words continue to be invoked during civil rights struggles, debates over equality, and national
identity.

---

Conclusion

In summary, Mr. Jefferson said a great deal in the Declaration of Independence—words that
articulated a revolutionary philosophy, enumerated grievances, and proclaimed a universal truth
about human rights. His language emphasized the inherent equality of all people, the legitimacy of
resisting tyranny, and the sovereignty of the people. These words have transcended their time,
shaping the moral and political fabric of the United States and inspiring countless movements for
justice worldwide.

Understanding what Jefferson said in the Declaration is essential to grasping the foundational ideals
of the nation and recognizing the ongoing struggle to realize those ideals. His eloquent articulation
of liberty, rights, and resistance remains a powerful testament to the enduring human spirit’s
pursuit of freedom and justice.



What Did Mr Jefferson Say In The Declaration Of
Independence

What Did Mr Jefferson Say In The Declaration Of Independence

Related Articles
What Must An Entrepreneur Do After Creating A Business Plan?
What Did Confucianism And Greek Rationalism Have In Common?
The G.i. Bill Was Geared At Helping Veterans In The Areas Of

Back to Home

https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/what-did-mr-jefferson-say-in-the-declaration-of-independence.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/what-did-mr-jefferson-say-in-the-declaration-of-independence.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/what-must-an-entrepreneur-do-after-creating-a-business-plan.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/what-did-confucianism-and-greek-rationalism-have-in-common.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/the-g-i-bill-was-geared-at-helping-veterans-in-the-areas-of.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

