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In the tumultuous years leading up to World War II, Ethiopia's Emperor Haile
Selassie became a prominent voice on the global stage, advocating for
justice, peace, and the sovereignty of his nation. His plea to the League of
Nations was not merely a call for assistance but a desperate appeal to uphold
collective security and international morality amid escalating aggression.
This article explores in detail what Haile Selassie was asking the League of
Nations to do, the context behind his demands, and the implications of his
appeal for global diplomacy.

Background: The Rising Threat Against Ethiopia

The Italo-Ethiopian Conflict

In October 1935, fascist Italy, under Benito Mussolini, launched a full-scale
invasion of Ethiopia, violating international treaties and the principles of

the League of Nations. Italy’s aggressive expansionism threatened Ethiopia's

sovereignty and challenged the authority of the League, which was founded to

prevent such conflicts through collective security.

The League of Nations’ Response

Initially, the League of Nations condemned Italy's invasion and imposed
economic sanctions. However, these measures were limited in scope and
effectiveness, failing to deter Mussolini’s forces. The League’s inability to
prevent or stop the invasion exposed its weaknesses and emboldened aggressors
worldwide.

Haile Selassie’s Appeal to the League of
Nations

The Context of the Appeal

On June 30, 1936, Emperor Haile Selassie delivered a historic speech before
the League of Nations Assembly in Geneva. His address was a poignant plea for
collective action to defend Ethiopia's sovereignty and uphold international
peace.

Core Demands and Requests

Haile Selassie’s speech outlined several key requests and expectations from
the League:



e Tmmediate and Effective Action Against Italy: He urged the League to
take decisive measures to halt Italy’s aggression and prevent further
invasion.

e Enforcement of Sanctions: He called for the full implementation of
sanctions, including economic and military measures, to pressure Italy
into withdrawing.

e Protection of Sovereignty: Emphasizing Ethiopia’s sovereignty, Selassie
appealed for respect of Ethiopia’s borders and independence.

e Prevention of Future Aggression: He emphasized the importance of
strengthening the League’s mechanisms to deter future acts of
aggression.

e International Solidarity: The Emperor sought solidarity among nations to
uphold justice and prevent the erosion of collective security
principles.

Specific Actions Haile Selassie Was Asking the
League To Do

Implement and Enforce Sanctions Effectively

Selassie demanded that the League not only impose sanctions but also ensure
their strict enforcement. He highlighted the inadequacy of partial sanctions
and urged for comprehensive measures that would economically isolate Italy
and diminish its capacity to sustain the war effort.

Use of Military Force as a Last Resort

While emphasizing diplomacy, Selassie implicitly supported the use of
military intervention if necessary. He believed that moral condemnation alone
was insufficient and that force might be required to uphold peace and
justice.

Establish an International Peacekeeping Force

He called for the League to consider deploying an international peacekeeping
force or observer mission to monitor the conflict and prevent further
escalation.

Diplomatic Pressure and Mediation

Selassie asked the League to exert diplomatic pressure on Italy and
facilitate negotiations aimed at a peaceful resolution. He emphasized
dialogue as a means to resolve conflicts, but only if backed by firm
international resolve.



Recognition and Support for Ethiopia’s Sovereignty

He requested explicit recognition of Ethiopia’s sovereignty and independence,
warning that failure to protect Ethiopia’s borders would undermine the
credibility of the League.

The Significance of Haile Selassie’s Appeal

Highlighting the Failings of the League

Selassie’s speech underscored the League’s inability to enforce its
resolutions, exposing its weaknesses. His appeal was a critique of the
international community’s passivity and a call for reform.

Mobilizing International Opinion

His eloquent plea drew global attention to Ethiopia’s plight, galvanizing
public opinion and encouraging some nations to support sanctions and aid.

Legacy and Impact

Although the League failed to prevent Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia,
Selassie’s appeal remains a powerful symbol of resistance and the importance
of collective security. His words influenced future international policies
and the eventual creation of the United Nations.

Why Haile Selassie’s Request Was Critical

Defense of Sovereignty and International Law

Selassie’s call was rooted in the principle that sovereignty must be
respected and that international law should be upheld. His plea was a warning
against the erosion of these principles.

Preventing Global Instability

He believed that allowing Italy’s aggression to go unchallenged would
encourage other aggressors, destabilizing global peace.

Morality and Justice

Selassie appealed to the moral conscience of nations, emphasizing that
justice and fairness are fundamental to peace.



The Lessons from Haile Selassie’s Appeal

The Limitations of the League of Nations

His appeal revealed the League’s weaknesses in enforcement and collective
security, lessons that informed the formation of the United Nations.

The Power of Moral Leadership

Selassie’s leadership demonstrated how moral authority and eloquent diplomacy
can raise awareness and influence international opinion.

The Importance of Preparedness and Collective Action

His plea underscored the necessity for prompt and coordinated action in the
face of aggression to prevent larger conflicts.

Conclusion

In summary, Haile Selassie was asking the League of Nations to take decisive,
effective action to stop Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia, enforce comprehensive
sanctions, and uphold international laws that safeguard sovereignty. His
appeal was a plea for justice, peace, and the integrity of the collective
security system. Despite the League’s failure to act decisively at that
critical moment, Selassie’s words resonated globally, inspiring future
efforts to establish stronger international institutions committed to
preventing war and defending human rights. His appeal remains a testament to
the importance of courage and moral leadership in the face of injustice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What specific actions did Haile Selassie request from
the League of Nations regarding Ethiopia's invasion?

Haile Selassie urged the League of Nations to take decisive measures to stop
Italy's aggression, including imposing sanctions and enforcing collective
security to protect Ethiopia's sovereignty.

Why did Haile Selassie appeal to the League of
Nations during Italy's invasion?
He appealed to the League of Nations to seek international intervention and

support in defending Ethiopia against Italian aggression, emphasizing the
importance of collective security and justice.



How did Haile Selassie justify the need for League
action against Italy?

He justified it by highlighting Italy's violation of international treaties
and the threat to peace and stability in Africa, calling for the League to
uphold its principles and protect Ethiopia.

What was the significance of Haile Selassie's speech
to the League of Nations?

His speech symbolized a plea for global support and exposed the failures of
the League to prevent aggression, raising awareness about the dangers of
unchecked imperialism.

Did Haile Selassie's requests lead to immediate
action by the League of Nations?

No, the League of Nations largely failed to take effective action, primarily
imposing limited sanctions that were not sufficient to stop Italy's invasion.

How has Haile Selassie's appeal to the League of
Nations influenced international policy on
aggression?

His appeal underscored the importance of collective security and influenced

future international efforts to prevent aggression, despite the League's
initial inaction.

What was the global reaction to Haile Selassie's plea
for help from the League of Nations?

The global reaction was mixed; some nations expressed sympathy and supported
sanctions, but many were reluctant to intervene militarily, leading to
criticism of the League's effectiveness.

In what ways did Haile Selassie expect the League of
Nations to uphold peace and security?

He expected the League to enforce sanctions, prevent further aggression, and
uphold the principles of collective security to maintain international peace.

How is Haile Selassie's appeal to the League of
Nations remembered today?
It is remembered as a powerful plea for justice and global solidarity,

symbolizing the struggle against imperialism and inspiring future efforts for
international peace and security.



Additional Resources

Haile Selassie’s Appeal to the League of Nations: A Critical Examination

In the annals of 20th-century history, few moments stand as poignant and
historically significant as Emperor Haile Selassie’s address to the League of
Nations in 1936. His eloquent plea for international assistance amid the
Italian invasion of Ethiopia remains a seminal event, illustrating the
complexities of diplomacy, the limitations of international organizations,
and the enduring human spirit in the face of aggression. This article offers
an in-depth exploration of what Haile Selassie was asking the League of
Nations to do, analyzing the context, the demands articulated, and the
broader implications of this historic appeal.

Contextual Background: The Crisis in Ethiopia

Before delving into Selassie’s specific requests, it’s essential to
understand the geopolitical and historical backdrop that precipitated his
appeal.

The Italian Invasion of Ethiopia

In October 1935, Italy, under the fascist rule of Benito Mussolini, launched
a full-scale invasion of Ethiopia (then Abyssinia), marking a blatant act of
aggression that challenged the principles of collective security upheld by
the League of Nations. Italy’s motivations were multifaceted: territorial
expansion, economic gains, and the desire to restore Italy’s imperial
stature. The invasion was characterized by brutal warfare, including the use
of chemical weapons like mustard gas, which violated international
conventions and intensified global outrage.

The League of Nations’ Role and Response

Established after World War I, the League of Nations aimed to prevent future
conflicts through diplomacy and collective security. However, its response to
Italy’'s aggression was largely ineffective. Despite imposing economic
sanctions—primarily oil and arms embargoes—they were weak, poorly enforced,
and ultimately unable to halt Italian advances. This failure exposed the
League’s inability to enforce its resolutions and protect member states from
aggression.

Haile Selassie’s Position and Motivation

As the leader of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie was directly threatened by Italy’s
assault. His government sought international support to defend sovereignty
and maintain Ethiopia’s independence. His appeal was both a plea for
immediate assistance and a call to uphold the principles of collective
security that the League was supposed to embody.



What Was Haile Selassie Asking the League of
Nations To Do?

Haile Selassie’s address to the League was a comprehensive appeal, combining
diplomatic requests, moral exhortations, and a critique of the international
response. Let’s dissect the core components of his plea.

1. To Recognize the Aggression and Condemn Italy’s
Actions

Selassie’s initial demand was for the League to explicitly recognize Italy’s
invasion as an act of aggression and to condemn it unequivocally.

— Why 1is this important?

By formally condemning Italy, the League would reaffirm its commitment to
peace and collective security, positioning the invasion as a breach of
international law.

— Implications:
Recognition of aggression would serve as a moral and diplomatic condemnation,
potentially mobilizing international opinion and pressure against Italy.

2. To Enforce Sanctions Effectively

While sanctions were imposed, their implementation was weak. Selassie pressed
for:

- Strengthening sanctions:

An insistence that economic and trade sanctions be expanded and enforced more
rigorously, including a comprehensive embargo on all goods and services to
Italy.

— Closing all trade routes:
Specifically, cutting off o0il supplies and other strategic materials wvital to
Italy'’s war effort.

- Establishing an effective blockade:
Ensuring member states comply with sanctions and actively prevent goods from
reaching Italy.

— Why is this crucial?

Effective sanctions could have crippled Italy’s ability to sustain its
military campaign, demonstrating the League’s capacity to enforce its
resolutions.

3. To Take Military Action or Provide Collective



Defense

Selassie’s appeal was also a plea for more tangible intervention:

- Request for military sanctions:

Although explicitly requesting the League to consider collective military
action was risky, he emphasized the need for decisive measures to stop the
invasion.

— Appeal for support:
He urged member states to consider sending troops or establishing a
peacekeeping force to defend Ethiopia’s sovereignty.

- Rationale:
The use of force was seen by Selassie as the only way to halt the aggression,
especially given the failure of diplomatic measures.

4. To Offer Diplomatic and Moral Support

Selassie appealed not only for action but also for moral backing:

— International recognition of Ethiopia’s sovereignty:
Urging the League to stand firm in support of Ethiopia’s independence and
territorial integrity.

— Mobilizing global opinion:
Calling upon nations and the League to denounce Italy’s actions publicly and
to uphold international law.

- Why?
Moral support could galvanize additional pressure on Italy and bolster
Ethiopia’s resolve.

5. To Prevent Future Aggressions and Strengthen the
League’s Effectiveness

Finally, Selassie used his platform to critique the weaknesses in the
League’s structure:

— Reform of the League’s enforcement mechanisms:
Urging the League to develop more robust measures for dealing with acts of
aggression.

- Establishment of a collective security system:
advocating for stronger international cooperation to prevent future
conflicts.

— Long-term vision:
Emphasizing the need for a more effective international organization capable
of maintaining peace.



Analyzing the Specific Demands in Detail

Selassie’s speech was nuanced, balancing moral authority with pragmatic
appeals. Let’s explore each element in greater depth.

Recognition and Condemnation

Historical significance:

Selassie’s appeal to recognize Italy’s invasion as outright aggression was a
call for the League to uphold its founding principles. This demand was not
merely symbolic but crucial for legitimizing further action.

Challenges:

Despite the appeal, many League members hesitated to take strong stances,
fearing economic repercussions or political consequences. Consequently,
Italy’s invasion was only condemned in vague terms, and sanctions remained
ineffective.

Effective Enforcement of Sanctions

The problem:

Sanctions imposed in November 1935 were limited and poorly enforced.
Countries such as Britain and France were hesitant to enforce total embargoes
for fear of economic fallout or political repercussions.

Selassie’s hope:
He wanted the League to act decisively, ensuring member states adhered
strictly to sanctions, thereby depriving Italy of resources.

Outcome:
Limited enforcement meant sanctions were largely symbolic, allowing Italy to
continue its campaign with minimal disruption.

Military and Collective Action

The dilemma:

While Selassie expressed the need for military action, the League’s structure
made collective military intervention difficult. Many member states were
reluctant to send troops, fearing escalation or political complications.

Selassie’s plea:
He emphasized that diplomatic pressure alone was insufficient and that the
League should consider more forceful measures to uphold international peace.

Result:
The League ultimately failed to take military action, highlighting its
diplomatic limitations.



Diplomatic and Moral Support

Moral authority:

Selassie’s appeal was designed to rally global conscience. By highlighting
Ethiopia’s sovereignty, he aimed to shift international focus from strategic
considerations to moral imperatives.

Effectiveness:
While many nations expressed sympathy, concrete actions remained limited,
illustrating the gap between moral appeals and political action.

Structural Reforms and Future Prevention

Critique of the League:
Selassie warned that without reforms, the League’s effectiveness would
continue to diminish.

Proposals:
He advocated for stronger enforcement mechanisms, sanctions, and perhaps the
establishment of a standing peacekeeping force.

Legacy:
His speech remains a clarion call for international cooperation and reform,
long after the immediate crisis.

Broader Implications of Haile Selassie’s Appeal

Selassie’s appeal to the League of Nations was more than a plea for immediate
aid; it was a moral and political statement about the role of international
organizations in maintaining peace.

Lessons Learned:

— The importance of enforcement mechanisms in international treaties.
- The danger of appeasement and diplomatic hesitation.

— The need for stronger collective security measures.

Historical Impact:

Although the League failed to prevent Italy’s conquest of Ethiopia,
Selassie’s speech galvanized international awareness about the failure of
collective security, influencing future institutions like the United Nations.

Enduring Significance:

Today, Selassie’s call remains a powerful reminder of the importance of
international resolve and moral clarity in the face of aggression.

Conclusion



In summary, Haile Selassie’s appeal to the League of Nations was a
multifaceted plea that encompassed demands for recognition of aggression,
effective sanctions, possible military intervention, and structural reforms
within the League. His eloquent and passionate address underscored the
fundamental principles of sovereignty, peace, and Jjustice, which he believed
were under threat by Italy’s invasion.

Despite the League’s inability to act decisively, Selassie’s speech served as
a moral catalyst and a historical testament to the power of diplomatic
resistance. It highlighted the limitations of international organizations
when faced with aggressive power politics but also underscored the vital
importance of unwavering moral leadership. Today, his appeal remains a
compelling example of the enduring struggle for justice and international
cooperation in the pursuit of peace.

What Is Haile Selassie Asking The League Of Nations To Do

What Is Haile Selassie Asking The League Of Nations To Do

Related Articles
e [ Need Help, Along With An Explanation, For This Question.

e The Frequency Of Dueling In The South Was Probably Caused By:
e Discuss Importance Of Rationalism And Values In An Argument?

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/what-is-haile-selassie-asking-the-league-of-nations-to-do.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/i-need-help-along-with-an-explanation-for-this-question.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/the-frequency-of-dueling-in-the-south-was-probably-caused-by.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma03/discuss-importance-of-rationalism-and-values-in-an-argument.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

