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In 1861, Texas faced a pivotal decision that would shape its future and influence the course of
American history. As the nation teetered on the brink of Civil War, Texas voters were called upon to
decide whether their state should secede from the United States and join the Confederacy. The
referendum held on February 23-24, 1861, resulted in a decisive vote in favor of secession, marking
a significant moment in the state's history. This vote not only reflected the prevailing sentiments of
many Texans at the time but also had profound implications for the state's political, social, and
economic landscape during the tumultuous years of the Civil War.

The Context Leading Up To the 1861 Secession Vote

Political and Social Climate in Texas

Prior to the vote, Texas was a territory with a complex mix of economic interests, cultural identities,
and political loyalties. The state's economy was heavily dependent on agriculture, particularly
cotton, which relied on enslaved labor. Many Texans identified strongly with Southern culture and
values, including the institution of slavery, which was legally protected in the state.

The election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860, on an anti-slavery platform, intensified sectional
tensions. Southern states feared that Lincoln's presidency would threaten the institution of slavery
and their way of life. As a result, several Southern states began to secede from the Union, forming
the Confederate States of America.

Call for Secession in Texas

Texas, initially reluctant, experienced increased pressure from pro-secession advocates. Delegates
from Texas met at the Secession Convention in Austin in January 1861 to debate whether to remain
in the Union or leave. The convention was sharply divided, but ultimately, the pro-secession faction
gained the upper hand. The Texas Convention adopted an ordinance of secession on February 1,
1861, and called for a popular vote to confirm this decision.



The Secession Vote: February 23-24, 1861

The Voting Process

The referendum was conducted over two days, February 23 and 24, 1861. The process was
conducted under the supervision of state and local officials, with the question straightforward:
"Should Texas immediately and peacefully secede from the Union?"

The voting process was characterized by:

- Eligibility: All male voters who met the state’s voting requirements, primarily white male citizens,
were eligible to vote.
- Voting Method: Citizens cast their ballots in person at designated polling places across the state.
- Campaigning: Pro-secession advocates campaigned actively, emphasizing the protection of states'
rights and slavery, while Unionist opponents argued for remaining loyal to the Union.

Results of the Vote

The outcome was unequivocal:

- Votes in Favor of Secession: Approximately 46,129 votes
- Votes Against Secession: Approximately 14,747 votes

This means that roughly 76% of voters supported secession, while about 24% opposed it. The high
margin of victory underscored the strong pro-secession sentiment prevailing among the Texas
electorate at the time.

Implications of the Secession Vote

Legal and Political Consequences

Following the vote, Texas formally withdrew from the Union and ratified the Ordinance of Secession
on March 2, 1861. The state then aligned itself with the Confederacy, contributing troops, resources,
and leadership to the Confederate cause.

- Joining the Confederacy: Texas was admitted as the seventh state to secede from the Union.
- Formation of Confederate Government: Texas established a state government loyal to the
Confederacy, with Governor Sam Houston, a Unionist, being ousted for his opposition to secession.



Social and Economic Impact

The secession decision deepened existing social divisions, particularly over slavery and states'
rights. The state's economy, heavily reliant on enslaved labor and cotton agriculture, aligned with
the Confederacy's war effort.

- Military Contributions: Texas provided soldiers, supplies, and strategic support for Confederate
operations.
- Civilian Life: The war years were marked by economic hardship, conscription, and social upheaval.

Reactions and Divisions Within Texas

Supporters of Secession

Most Texans who voted in favor of secession believed that:

- States should have more control over their affairs.
- Slavery was essential to their economy and social structure.
- Secession was necessary to defend their rights against Northern aggression.

Many saw secession as an act of defending their way of life, even if it meant conflict with the Union.

Opponents and Unionists

Despite the majority vote, significant opposition existed within the state. Not all Texans supported
secession:

- Some believed remaining in the Union was vital for economic stability.
- Others, including notable figures like Governor Sam Houston, opposed secession and called for
loyalty to the United States.
- Unionist sentiments persisted, especially among certain communities and regions.

Legacy of the 1861 Secession Vote

Long-Term Impact on Texas

The 1861 vote set Texas on a course of allegiance with the Confederacy, which lasted until the end
of the Civil War in 1865. The consequences of this decision echoed through subsequent decades:

- Post-war Reconstruction and reintegration into the Union.



- Continued debates over states’ rights and racial issues.
- The legacy of secession influencing Texas politics and identity.

Historical Significance

The vote exemplified the deeply divided sentiments within Texas and the broader Southern states
during a period of national crisis. It also highlights how sectional tensions, economic interests, and
cultural identities intertwined to influence political decisions.

Conclusion

The 1861 secession vote in Texas was a decisive moment that reflected the political and social
currents of the time. With approximately three-quarters of voters supporting secession, Texas
officially left the Union and joined the Confederate States of America. This decision had profound
and lasting effects on Texas’s trajectory, shaping its history through the Civil War, Reconstruction,
and beyond. The results of the vote remain a testament to the complex and often contentious history
of state identity, loyalty, and the profound divisions that once threatened to tear the nation apart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the outcome of the 1861 Texas secession vote?
Texas voted overwhelmingly in favor of secession from the Union, with approximately 46,129 votes
for secession and only 2,219 against, leading to its withdrawal from the United States.

How did Texans vote on secession in 1861?
The majority of Texans supported secession, with about 95% voting in favor, reflecting strong pro-
Confederate sentiment in the state.

What was the significance of the 1861 vote on secession in
Texas?
The vote marked Texas's official departure from the Union, aligning it with the Confederacy and
influencing the course of the Civil War.

Were there any counties in Texas that opposed secession in
1861?
Yes, some counties, especially in the northern parts of Texas, had anti-secession sentiments, but
their votes were heavily outnumbered by pro-secession supporters.



What prompted Texas to hold a vote on secession in 1861?
The election was driven by the growing tensions over states' rights and slavery, along with the
election of Abraham Lincoln, which many Texans saw as a threat to their way of life.

Did the Texas secession vote in 1861 follow a popular
referendum?
Yes, Texas held a popular vote where citizens directly expressed their support for or against
secession, resulting in a decisive pro-secession outcome.

How did the outcome of the 1861 vote impact Texas's role in
the Civil War?
The vote's outcome led Texas to join the Confederacy, making it a key battleground and supplier for
Confederate forces during the Civil War.

Were there any political leaders in Texas who opposed
secession in 1861?
While most Texas leaders supported secession, there were some individuals and groups who
opposed it, advocating for unity with the Union, though they were in the minority.

What was the public sentiment in Texas during the secession
vote of 1861?
Public sentiment was largely in favor of secession, driven by economic, cultural, and political factors
aligned with the Confederacy.

How did the 1861 secession vote in Texas compare to other
Southern states?
Similar to other Southern states, Texas's vote was overwhelmingly in favor of secession, reflecting
widespread support for the Confederacy across the region.

Additional Resources
Secession Vote of 1861 in Texas: An In-Depth Analysis

---

Introduction

The year 1861 marked a pivotal moment in American history, and Texas played a critical role in the
unfolding drama of secession and the Civil War. To understand the profound implications of this
period, it’s essential to examine the events leading up to Texas's secession vote, the nature of that



vote, and its aftermath. This article offers an expert, comprehensive review of what transpired when
Texans cast their ballots on secession, exploring the political, social, and military consequences that
followed.

---

Background: The Political Climate Leading to the Vote

The Rising Tide of Secession

In the years prior to 1861, tensions between the Northern and Southern states intensified over
issues like states' rights, economic disagreements, and, most notably, the expansion of slavery into
new territories. The election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860, representing the anti-slavery
Republican Party, heightened fears among Southern states that their economic and social systems
were under threat.

Texas's Position in the Union

Texas, having joined the Union in 1845 after gaining independence from Mexico, was predominantly
pro-slavery and agrarian in economy. Its political leadership was divided, but many leaders believed
that secession was the only way to preserve their rights and way of life. The state’s strategic location
and resources made it a vital part of the Confederacy’s future plans.

---

The Texas Secession Convention and the Lead-Up to the Vote

The Call for a Convention

In January 1861, as other Southern states moved toward secession, Texas leaders called for a state
convention. The purpose was to decide whether Texas should remain in the Union or secede. The
convention convened in Austin on February 1, 1861, amid rising tensions and heightened
anticipation.

The Debate and Political Atmosphere

The convention was characterized by vigorous debate, with factions divided over the issue:

- Secessionists: Argued that Texas’s interests were incompatible with the Union, especially given the
federal government’s opposition to slavery.
- Unionists: Believed Texas should remain loyal to the Union, emphasizing economic ties and
regional stability.

The convention ultimately leaned toward secession, reflecting the prevailing sentiment among many
Texans at the time.

---

The Secession Vote: How It Was Conducted and Its Results

The Voting Process



The vote on secession took place from February 1 to February 23, 1861. The process was conducted
through a popular vote, with ballots cast by registered voters across the state. The key points
include:

- Voting Method: Citizens voted directly on the measure to secede from the Union.
- Campaigns: Both pro-secession and anti-secession campaigns were active, though the pro-
secession side had significant momentum.
- Voter Participation: Voter turnout was high, reflecting the intense feelings on both sides.

The Results

The outcome was decisive:

- Secede: Approximately 46,129 votes (about 81.5%) favored secession.
- Remain in Union: Around 10,000 votes (roughly 18.5%) opposed secession.

This result clearly demonstrated that a significant majority of Texas voters supported leaving the
Union, driven by concerns over slavery, states’ rights, and regional autonomy.

---

Immediate Aftermath of the Vote

Texas Declares Itself a Confederate State

On March 2, 1861, Texas officially declared its secession from the United States, becoming the
seventh state to leave the Union. The Texas Ordinance of Secession was adopted, and the state
aligned itself with the Confederacy.

Formation of the Confederate Government in Texas

Following secession, Texas established a state government loyal to the Confederacy. Texas also sent
troops to join Confederate armies, and the state's strategic location made it a critical battleground
and supply hub during the Civil War.

---

Broader Context: The Impact of Texas's Secession Vote

Texas’s Role in the Civil War

- Military Contributions: Texas provided thousands of soldiers, vital resources, and strategic
positions for the Confederacy.
- Economic Impact: The state's agricultural output, particularly cotton, became essential to the
Confederate war effort.

Social and Political Consequences

- Division Among Texans: While the majority voted to secede, there remained pockets of Union
loyalists, especially in northern regions.
- Post-War Reconciliation: After the Confederacy’s defeat in 1865, Texas underwent a period of



reconstruction, grappling with the legacies of secession and civil war.

---

Significance of the 1861 Secession Vote

A Reflective Indicator of Popular Sentiment

The overwhelming vote in favor of secession underscored the deep regional divisions and the
importance of slavery and states' rights to Texan identity at the time.

A Turning Point in American History

Texas's decision to secede was part of a broader Southern movement that led to the Civil War,
fundamentally reshaping the nation’s political, social, and economic landscape.

---

Conclusion

The 1861 Texas secession vote was not merely a political formality but a decisive expression of the
state's desire to forge a new, independent path aligned with the Confederacy. With approximately
81.5% of voters supporting secession, the decision set the stage for Texas’s active participation in
the Civil War and had lasting repercussions on its social fabric. Analyzing this pivotal event
illuminates the complex web of regional loyalties, economic interests, and ideological convictions
that defined one of the most turbulent eras in American history.

---
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---

In essence, when Texans voted on secession in 1861, they did so overwhelmingly in favor, setting the
course for a tumultuous chapter in American history that continues to resonate today.
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