Which Events Happen Fist In Edgar Allan
Poes The Black Cat

Which Events Happen Fist In Edgar Allan Poes The Black Cat is a question that many readers
and students of Gothic literature ask when analyzing Edgar Allan Poe’s haunting and psychologically
intense story. Understanding the sequence of events in "The Black Cat" is crucial for grasping its
themes of guilt, madness, and retribution. In this article, we will explore the chronological order of
the story, focusing on the initial events that set the stage for the dark and tragic tale. By examining
which events happen first, readers can better appreciate Poe’s mastery in building suspense and
delivering a powerful moral lesson.

Introduction to "The Black Cat"

Before diving into the sequence of events, it’s important to understand the story’s premise. "The
Black Cat" is a first-person narrative narrated by an unnamed protagonist who recounts his descent
into madness and violence. The story explores themes of guilt, alcoholism, and the supernatural. The
events unfold in a series of escalating acts of cruelty and supernatural retribution.

Initial Events in "The Black Cat"

The earliest events in the story set the foundation for the protagonist’s downward spiral. These
initial occurrences are crucial because they introduce the narrator’s character, his initial behavior,
and the circumstances that lead to his eventual downfall.

The Narrator Describes His Early Life and Personality

- The story begins with the narrator reflecting on his life, describing himself as a once kind, gentle,
and loving person.

- He states that he was happy and devoted to his wife and pets, especially animals like cats.

- This self-portrait establishes a baseline for understanding his later actions, as the story is a
confessional of his moral decline.

The Narrator Becomes Alcoholic and His Behavior Changes

- The first significant event that marks a shift in the narrator’s life is his developing alcoholism.
- He admits that his drinking leads to increased irritability and violence.

- His behavior becomes unpredictable, and he begins to exhibit signs of mental instability.

- This change is a crucial early event because it foreshadows the subsequent acts of cruelty.

The First Act of Violence Toward the Black Cat

- The narrator describes how he initially loved animals and was especially fond of his black cat,
Pluto.



- However, his alcoholism causes him to become irritable and aggressive.

- One night, under the influence of alcohol, he mistreats Pluto, which marks the beginning of his
cruelty toward the animal.

- This event is pivotal because it introduces the first act of violence that sets the tone for future
brutality.

The Chain of Events Leading to the First Murder

Following the initial acts of cruelty, a sequence of events unfolds that intensifies the narrator’s
psychological torment and leads toward his first murder.

The Narrator's Increasing Violence and Guilt

- After mistreating Pluto, the narrator feels remorse but also a growing obsession with the animal.
- His mental state deteriorates further, and his guilt begins to manifest as paranoia and
hallucinations.

- His alcoholism exacerbates these feelings, blurring the lines between reality and delusion.

The Introduction of the Second Black Cat

- The narrator notices a second black cat that resembles Pluto, which he perceives as a haunting
reminder of his past cruelty.

- This new cat appears suddenly and seems to symbolize his guilt.

- The second cat’s presence intensifies his paranoia and contributes to his eventual violent outburst.

The First Murder of Pluto

- The critical event that happens first in the chain of violence is the narrator’s decision to kill Pluto.
- Under the influence of alcohol and madness, he takes a knife and kills Pluto.

- This act of murder is the first major violent event in the story and marks a turning point in his
moral decline.

The Consequences of the First Murder

The initial murder leads to a series of escalating events that drive the story toward its tragic climax.

The Disappearance of Pluto and Guilt

- After killing Pluto, the narrator hides the body, but he is overwhelmed with guilt and remorse.
- His mental state becomes increasingly unstable as he tries to suppress his feelings.
- The guilt manifests physically and psychologically, leading to hallucinations and paranoia.



The Appearance of the Second Black Cat

- The second black cat, which had been a symbol of guilt and supernatural retribution, reappears.
- The narrator begins to see the cat everywhere, symbolizing his mounting guilt and madness.
- The cat’s presence is an early indication of supernatural consequences that will follow.

The First Signs of Supernatural Retribution

- The story hints at supernatural elements through the recurring appearance of the black cat and the
narrator’s hallucinations.

- These events suggest that his guilt is manifesting in a supernatural form, which will culminate in
further violence.

The First Events Leading to the Murders of the Wife
and the Final Cat

The story’s climax involves the murder of the narrator’s wife and the final, most terrifying event
involving the black cat.

The Narrator’s Increasing Madness

- His mental health continues to decline as he becomes consumed by guilt and paranoia.
- He becomes increasingly isolated, and his perception of reality becomes distorted.

The Murder of His Wife

- The narrator’s madness reaches a boiling point when he kills his wife.
- The event occurs after he attempts to hide his guilt and manifest his inner torment.
- The murder is facilitated by his drunkenness and unstable mental state.

The Final Confrontation with the Black Cat

- After the murder, the narrator hides her body in the wall.

- The black cat reappears, leading to the final events of the story.

- The supernatural elements come to a head as the narrator’s guilt and madness culminate in his
confession.

Conclusion: Which Events Happen First?

The earliest events in Edgar Allan Poe’s "The Black Cat" revolve around the narrator’s initial moral
decline and acts of cruelty, starting with his alcoholism and his first mistreatment of Pluto. These

initial acts set the stage for the subsequent murders, hallucinations, and supernatural retributions
that follow. Understanding which events happen first—namely, his change in behavior, his first act
of violence, and the appearance of the black cat—helps readers grasp the story’s progression from



innocence to madness and guilt.

In summary, the sequence begins with the narrator’s personal decline, moves through his acts of
cruelty (particularly towards Pluto), and then escalates to murder and supernatural retribution.
Recognizing these early events is key to understanding the story’s themes and Poe’s narrative
technique of building suspense through chronological progression.

Final thoughts: The first events in "The Black Cat" are critical in setting the tone and understanding
the story’s moral and psychological depth. They reveal the narrator’s initial innocence lost to
alcoholism and cruelty, which then spirals into violence and supernatural consequences. By
examining which events happen first, readers gain insight into the cause-and-effect relationship that
drives the dark narrative of Edgar Allan Poe’s haunting tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the first event that occurs in Edgar Allan Poe's 'The
Black Cat'?

The story begins with the narrator describing his initial love for animals and his gentle nature before
his downward spiral begins.

Does the narrator's act of violence happen early in the story?

No, the first major violent event occurs later, after the narrator's alcoholism worsens and he begins
to mistreat the black cat.

What is the earliest sign of the narrator's mental
deterioration?

The earliest sign is when he becomes increasingly irritable and begins to abuse the animals,
especially the black cat, which foreshadows later violent acts.

Is the murder of the second black cat the first major event in
the story?

No, the murder of the second black cat is a significant event but occurs after the narrator's initial
acts of violence and psychological decline.

What event prompts the narrator to commit his first act of
violence against the black cat?

The narrator's alcohol-induced rage and frustration lead him to harm the black cat, marking his first
violent act against it.



Does the story start with the narrator's confession or a
flashback?

The story is narrated in the first person and begins with the narrator's confession, recounting events
from the beginning, including what happens first.

Which event signals the beginning of the narrator's moral
decline in 'The Black Cat'?

The initial act of cruelty towards the black cat, which sets the stage for his subsequent violent and
irrational behavior.

Additional Resources

Which Events Happen First in Edgar Allan Poe’s The Black Cat: A Deep Dive into the Narrative
Sequence

Introduction

Edgar Allan Poe’s The Black Cat is a quintessential piece of Gothic literature that masterfully
explores themes of guilt, madness, and the supernatural. Its complex narrative weaves through a
series of events that gradually reveal the protagonist’s descent into insanity. To fully appreciate the
story’s impact, it’s crucial to understand the chronological order of events—particularly, which
events occur first. This analysis aims to dissect the story’s sequence, highlighting the initial
happenings, and illustrating how Poe structures the narrative to maximize psychological tension.

The Narrative Framework of The Black Cat
Before diving into specific events, it’s important to note that Poe’s story is told from the first-person
perspective of an unnamed narrator, who is also the protagonist. His perspective—reliable or

unreliable—shapes how events are presented and understood. The story unfolds in a series of
episodes that reflect his mental state, starting with mundane life and spiraling into the horrific.

Which Events Happen First? A Chronological Breakdown

1. The Narrator’s Stable Early Life and Growing Love for Animals

- Initial State of the Narrator: The story begins with the narrator describing his early life as a gentle,
loving individual, especially fond of animals. He takes great pleasure in domestic life and has a

special affection for pets, notably the black cat Pluto.

- First Acts of Kindness Toward Animals: The earliest events include the narrator’s caring behavior



toward animals, which establishes his humane side and contrasts with his later violence.

These initial moments set the stage for understanding the narrator’s character before his descent
into madness.

2. The Narrator’s Marriage and Domestic Happiness
- Marriage to His Wife: The narrator mentions his marriage to a kind and gentle woman, who shares
his love for animals. Their domestic life is described as happy, peaceful, and filled with

companionship.

- Husband’s Affection for Pluto: The black cat Pluto becomes a symbol of the narrator’s affection and
innocence during this period.

This phase of relative tranquility is crucial because it establishes a baseline of normalcy before the
story’s dark events transpire.

3. The Onset of the Narrator’s Alcoholism and Its Impact
- Introduction of Alcohol Abuse: The narrative then reveals that the narrator’s happiness begins to
be undermined by increasing drunkenness. He admits to drinking excessively, which impairs his

judgment and morality.

- Effects on Behavior: As alcohol consumption intensifies, his behavior becomes more irritable,
aggressive, and unpredictable.

This is a key early event that foreshadows the subsequent acts of violence and loss of control.

4. The First Act of Violence Toward Pluto

- The First Assault on Pluto: In a drunken rage, the narrator describes physically harming Pluto,
specifically gouging out one of the cat's eyes. This act signifies the beginning of his moral decline.

- Remorse and Guilt: The narrator claims to feel remorse afterward, but his guilt is complicated by
his addiction and mental instability.

This event is pivotal because it marks the turning point from affection to violence, setting the stage
for further brutality.

The Sequence of Major Events in the Story

To clarify the chronological order, here is a simplified timeline of the key events, emphasizing what
happens first:



| Sequence | Event Description | Timing in Narrative |

| | | |

| 1| Early life and love for animals, especially Pluto | Beginning of the story |

| 2 | Marriage to wife, domestic happiness | Early in the story |

| 3 | Increase in alcohol consumption and drunkenness | Early-mid story |

| 4 | First act of violence: gouging Pluto’s eye | Mid story |

| 5 | The narrator’s remorse and attempts at penitence | Following the violence |
| 6 | The second act of violence: hanging Pluto | Later in the story |

| 7 | The narrator’s guilt and mental deterioration | Throughout the narrative |

| 8 | The killing of the wife and the black cat’s revenge | Near the story’s climax |
| 9 | The final discovery and confession | End of the story |

This timeline illustrates that the earliest events are the narrator’s initial kindness, marriage, and
subsequent onset of alcoholism, followed by acts of violence.

Deep Dive: What Happens First in the Narrative?

The Narrator’s Early Life and Affection for Animals

- Foundational Moments: The earliest events focus on the narrator’s innate kindness, especially
toward animals. His love for Pluto and other pets reflects a gentle personality at the outset. These

moments are narrated in the opening paragraphs and serve as a contrast to later violence.

- Significance: These initial events are crucial because they establish a moral baseline. The
narrator’s affection for Pluto makes his later acts of cruelty more tragic and disturbing.

The Marriage and Domestic Bliss

- The narrator emphasizes that he and his wife shared a peaceful, loving domestic life, further
humanizing him. Their shared love for animals underscores their innocence and good nature.

- These moments also set up the emotional stakes of the story; their happiness is torn apart by the
subsequent violence.

The Introduction of Alcohol and Its Consequences

- Poe introduces the narrator’s alcoholism early in the story, framing it as a catalyst for his moral
decline.

- The narrator admits that his drunkenness leads to irrational behavior, including violence and
neglect.

This sequence of events is vital because it explains how normal, kind individuals can become
perpetrators of violence—a central theme in Poe’s work.

The First Violent Acts



The Gouging of Pluto’s Eye

- Event Details: In a drunken rage, the narrator physically harms Pluto, gouging out one of his eyes.
This act is described with remorse, yet it also signals the narrator’s loss of control.

- Narrative Placement: This event occurs roughly in the middle of the story, after the narrator’s
alcoholism has worsened but before Pluto’s hanging.

It is the first concrete act of cruelty that foreshadows the further escalation of violence.
The Hanging of Pluto

- Event Details: Later, the narrator, in a fit of rage and cruelty, hangs Pluto from a tree, killing him.
This act is described as impulsive but also premeditated.

- Significance: The hanging marks a turning point—the narrator’s moral fall deepens, and his guilt
begins to manifest more profoundly.

This event is significant because it directly leads to the appearance of the second black cat, which
becomes central to the story’s climax.

The Role of the First Events in the Overall Narrative

Understanding which events happen first helps grasp Poe’s deliberate pacing. The early
events—love for animals, marriage, alcohol abuse—are designed to:

- Establish the narrator’s initial innocence and humanity.
- Foreshadow the tragic downfall resulting from his addiction and mental instability.
- Create emotional resonance, making the subsequent violence more impactful.

Thematic Implications of the Event Sequence

- Moral Degeneration: The chronological order illustrates how a gentle, kind person can gradually
descend into madness and cruelty under the influence of addiction and guilt.

- Guilt and Madness: The early acts of violence set in motion a chain of events that culminate in the
narrator’s mental deterioration, emphasizing Poe’s exploration of guilt’s corrosive power.

- Supernatural vs. Psychological: The initial events are mundane but set the stage for supernatural
elements, such as the reappearance of the black cat, which is more a manifestation of the narrator’s
psyche than an actual supernatural entity.

Conclusion

In The Black Cat, the events that happen first are rooted in the narrator’s early life, characterized by
kindness and domestic happiness, followed by the onset of alcoholism, which leads to acts of cruelty
toward Pluto. These early incidents—particularly the gouging of Pluto’s eye and the hanging of the



cat—are chronologically early in the story and crucial for understanding the narrator’s moral
decline.

The sequence of events underscores Poe’s themes of guilt, madness, and the destructive power of
addiction. Recognizing what happens first not only clarifies the story’s timeline but also enhances
appreciation of Poe’s craftsmanship in building psychological horror through strategic narrative
sequencing.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the chronological order of events in The Black Cat enriches the reading experience
by illuminating how Poe constructs suspense and emotional depth. The initial kindness and
happiness serve as a stark contrast to the later acts of violence and madness, emphasizing the tragic
fall of the narrator. Recognizing which events happen first reveals Poe’s mastery in manipulating
narrative structure to explore the darker facets of the human psyche.
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