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The Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, is widely
regarded as the pivotal turning point of the American Civil War. It involved
one of the largest concentrations of troops in the conflict, with both the
Union and Confederate armies bringing substantial forces into this critical
engagement. Understanding the number of soldiers involved in each army gives
insight into the scale of the battle, the strategic significance, and the
immense human cost. This article explores the size of the armies engaged in
the Battle of Gettysburg, examining how many soldiers fought on each side,
their divisions, and the broader context of troop deployment during this
historic clash.

The Union Army at Gettysburg

Overall Strength of the Union Forces

The Union Army that fought at Gettysburg was commanded by Major General
George G. Meade, who had assumed leadership just days before the battle. The
Union forces consisted of multiple corps, each comprising several divisions,
brigades, and regiments. The total number of Union soldiers engaged at
Gettysburg is estimated to be approximately 92,000 to 95,000 men.

Breakdown of Union Troops

The Union Army was organized into three primary corps during the battle:

1. I Corps (Major General John F. Reynolds / Major General Abner Doubleday,
then Major General John Newton)

- Approximate strength: 20,000 soldiers

2. IT Corps (Major General Winfield Scott Hancock)

Approximate strength: 21,000 soldiers

3. V Corps (Major General George Sykes)

Approximate strength: 12,000 soldiers

Additional forces included:

- VI Corps (Major General John Sedgwick) — arrived later during the battle,
contributing around 12,000 troops
- XII Corps (Major General Henry W. Slocum) — arrived on July 2, with about



10,000 soldiers

Total Union forces involved: Approximately 92,000-95,000 soldiers

Union Army Summary

- The Union army was a well-organized force with a mix of veteran and new
troops.

- The number of troops varied slightly during the battle due to
reinforcements, casualties, and movements.

- The Union's numerical advantage, along with strategic defensive positions,
contributed to their ultimate victory.

The Confederate Army at Gettysburg

Overall Strength of the Confederate Forces

The Confederate Army, commanded by General Robert E. Lee, was slightly
smaller in numbers but highly experienced. Estimates suggest that
approximately 75,000 to 76,000 Confederate soldiers participated in the
Battle of Gettysburg.

Breakdown of Confederate Troops

The Confederate forces were organized into three main corps:

1. First Corps (Lieutenant General James Longstreet)
- Approximate strength: 25,000 soldiers

2. Second Corps (Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell)
- Approximate strength: 20,000 soldiers

3. Third Corps (Lieutenant General A.P. Hill)

- Approximate strength: 25,000 soldiers

Additional forces included:
- Cavalry Command (Major General J.E.B. Stuart)
- Approximately 4,000 cavalrymen, though Stuart was absent during much of the

battle, affecting Confederate mobility and reconnaissance

Total Confederate forces involved: Approximately 75,000-76,000 soldiers



Confederate Army Summary

- The Confederate army was highly motivated and fought fiercely despite being
outnumbered.

- Many Confederate soldiers were seasoned veterans, which played a critical
role in their fighting capabilities.

- The size and composition of Confederate forces played a crucial role in the
tactics and outcomes during each phase of the battle.

Comparative Overview of Troop Numbers

| Aspect | Union Army | Confederate Army |

| Estimated total soldiers | 92,000-95,000 | 75,000-76,000 |

| Main corps involved | I, II, V, VI, XII | First, Second, Third |

| Key factors impacting numbers| Reinforcements, casualties | Experience,
strategic deployment |

Key Takeaways:

- The Union army had a numerical advantage of approximately 15,000 to 20,000
soldiers.

- The size difference influenced the strategies employed, with the Union
adopting defensive tactics on strong terrain like Cemetery Hill and Little
Round Top.

- Despite being outnumbered, Confederate forces launched aggressive assaults,
notably Pickett’s Charge, which resulted in heavy Confederate casualties.

Broader Context of Troop Deployment

Why the Numbers Matter

Knowing how many soldiers fought on each side helps to appreciate the scale
of the Battle of Gettysburg. It was one of the largest battles of the Civil
War, involving tens of thousands of troops in a matter of days. These figures
reflect the immense logistical effort required to mobilize, supply, and
coordinate such large armies.

Impact on Civil War History

- The size and resilience of the Union army contributed to their ability to



hold the high ground and eventually repel Confederate assaults.

- The Confederate army's attempt to invade the North was partly driven by the
hope of rallying support and securing strategic advantages, but their
numerical disadvantage became evident during the prolonged engagement.

Human Cost of the Battle

While the focus here is on troop numbers, it's essential to acknowledge the
human toll:

- Union casualties: Approximately 23,000 (killed, wounded, missing)
- Confederate casualties: Approximately 28,000 (killed, wounded, missing)

These staggering figures underscore the battle's ferocity and the sacrifices
made by the soldiers.

Conclusion

The Battle of Gettysburg remains one of the most studied conflicts in
American history, not only for its strategic and tactical significance but
also for the staggering scale of human participation. The Union army fielded
roughly 92,000 to 95,000 soldiers, while the Confederate army brought
approximately 75,000 to 76,000 troops into the fight. These numbers reflect
the enormous logistical and military challenge faced by both sides and
highlight why Gettysburg is remembered as a turning point in the Civil War.
Understanding the size of each army enhances our appreciation of the battle's
complexity and the sacrifices made by those who fought there.

Additional Resources for Further Reading:

- "The Gettysburg Campaign: A Study in Command" by Edwin B. Coddington
- "Gettysburg: The Last Invasion" by Glen Tucker

- 0fficial Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series I, Volume XXXIII

By examining these figures and their implications, we gain a deeper insight
into one of the most defining moments in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many soldiers participated in the Battle of
Gettysburg from the Union Army?

Approximately 91,000 Union soldiers took part in the Battle of Gettysburg.



What was the size of the Confederate Army during the
Battle of Gettysburg?

The Confederate Army, led by General Robert E. Lee, fielded about 75,000
soldiers at Gettysburg.

Were there more Union or Confederate soldiers at
Gettysburg?

There were more Union soldiers, with roughly 16,000 more troops than the
Confederates attending the battle.

How many soldiers from each side were killed or
wounded at Gettysburg?

Approximately 23,000 Union soldiers and 28,000 Confederate soldiers were
killed, wounded, or went missing during the battle.

Did the size of the armies influence the outcome of
the Battle of Gettyshurg?

Yes, the numerical advantage of the Union Army contributed to their victory,
though strategic and tactical factors also played crucial roles.

How many soldiers were engaged in the Battle of
Gettysburg overall?

An estimated total of around 165,000 soldiers fought in the Battle of
Gettysburg—roughly 91,000 Union and 75,000 Confederate troops.

Were there any significant differences in the
composition of the Union and Confederate armies at
Gettysburg?

Yes, the Union Army was generally better supplied and had more recent
reinforcements, while the Confederate Army was often more experienced but
outnumbered.

How did the number of soldiers at Gettysburg compare
to other Civil War battles?

Gettysburg was one of the largest battles in terms of troop numbers, with
more soldiers engaged than most other Civil War battles.



What role did troop numbers play in the strategic
decisions made during the Battle of Gettysburg?

The large number of soldiers allowed both armies to hold extensive positions
and execute complex maneuvers, heavily influencing the battle's outcome.

Has recent research provided more accurate estimates
of troop numbers at Gettysburg?

Yes, historians have refined estimates over time, but the generally accepted
figures remain around 91,000 Union and 75,000 Confederate soldiers.

Additional Resources
Battle of Gettysburg: An In-Depth Analysis of the Troop Numbers

The Battle of Gettysburg, often regarded as the turning point of the American
Civil War, not only marked a significant confrontation in terms of strategy
and outcome but also involved staggering troop movements and deployments.
Understanding how many soldiers participated from each side provides crucial
context for appreciating the scale and intensity of this pivotal engagement.
This article aims to explore the approximate troop strengths of the Union and
Confederate armies during the Battle of Gettysburg, shedding light on the
composition, deployment, and strategic implications of these numbers.

Introduction: The Significance of Troop Numbers
in the Battle of Gettysburg

The scale of any major battle is often reflected in its troop numbers, which
influence tactics, battlefield dynamics, and ultimately, the outcome. The
Battle of Gettysburg, fought from July 1 to July 3, 1863, involved some of
the largest armies fielded during the Civil War. The Union Army of the
Potomac, commanded by Major General George Meade, and the Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia, led by General Robert E. Lee, mobilized vast numbers of
soldiers, making Gettysburg one of the largest and bloodiest battles in
American history.

Understanding the approximate troop strengths helps to:

- Grasp the magnitude of the engagement

- Appreciate the logistical challenges faced by each side
- Analyze strategic decisions in context

- Recognize the human cost associated with these numbers



The Union Army at Gettysburg

Initial Deployment and Total Strength

At the onset of the Battle of Gettysburg, the Union Army of the Potomac
comprised approximately 89,000 to 92,000 soldiers. These figures are based on
official reports and historical estimates, acknowledging that troop numbers
could fluctuate due to casualties, reinforcements, and logistical factors.

The Union's strength at Gettysburg can be broken down into three primary
corps:

- First Corps (Major General John F. Reynolds / Major General John Newton):
roughly 24,000 soldiers

- Third Corps (Major General Daniel Sickles): approximately 13,000 soldiers
- Fifth Corps (Major General George Sykes): around 13,000 soldiers

- Sixth Corps (Major General John Sedgwick): about 12,000 soldiers

- Twelfth Corps (Major General Henry W. Slocum): approximately 10,000
soldiers

- Pickets and other units: the remaining forces, including artillery,
cavalry, and reserve troops, contributed to the total strength.

Total Union Troops Estimated: Between 89,000 and 92,000 soldiers

Troop Deployment and Strategic Positions

The Union forces were arrayed to defend key high ground, notably Cemetery
Hill, Cemetery Ridge, and Little Round Top. Each corps played a specific
role:

- The First Corps was positioned on the left flank, defending Little Round
Top.

- The Third and Fifth Corps held the center, along Cemetery Ridge.

- The Sixth Corps was on the right flank.

- The Twelfth Corps was positioned to support and reinforce the central
positions.

The Union command aimed to establish a strong defensive line and leverage the
terrain, knowing the Confederates aimed to attack these positions
aggressively.



The Confederate Army at Gettysburg

Initial Strength and Overall Numbers

The Confederate Army of Northern Virginia fielded approximately 75,000 to
78,000 soldiers during the Battle of Gettysburg. Like the Union, these
figures are estimates based on official reports, casualty lists, and
scholarly reconstructions.

The Confederate units included:

- First Corps (Major General Richard S. Ewell): around 22,000 soldiers

- Second Corps (Lieutenant General Richard S. Ewell, later Major General
Jubal A. Early): approximately 26,000 soldiers

- Third Corps (Lieutenant General A.P. Hill): about 24,000 soldiers

- Cavalry (Brigadier General J.E.B. Stuart): roughly 5,000 soldiers

Total Confederate Troops Estimated: Between 75,000 and 78,000 soldiers

Troop Deployment and Tactical Movements

Unlike the Union, the Confederates initially aimed to seize strategic
positions and attack the Union flanks to dislodge them from defensible
terrain. The army’s deployment was as follows:

- The First Corps was tasked with defending the left flank, including Little
Round Top.

- The Second Corps was positioned in the center, aiming to break Union lines.
- The Third Corps was assigned the right flank and to threaten the Union
rear.

- The Cavalry under J.E.B. Stuart was to conduct reconnaissance and flank
maneuvers, though their delayed arrival impacted Confederate plans.

The Confederate strategy revolved around a series of assaults designed to

break Union lines, culminating in Pickett’s Charge on July 3, involving
approximately 12,500 soldiers.

Comparison and Implications of Troop Numbers



Magnitude of the Engagement

The approximate numbers reveal that the Union had a slight numerical
advantage, with about 89,000-92,000 troops compared to the Confederates’
roughly 75,000-78,000. This numerical disparity, though not overwhelming,
played a role in the Union’s ability to establish a formidable defensive line
and withstand Confederate assaults.

Impact on Battle Dynamics

- Union Defensive Advantage: The larger force allowed the Union to occupy
high ground and rotate units as needed, providing resilience against
Confederate attacks.

- Confederate Offensive Strategy: The Confederates, often using aggressive
tactics, relied on surprise and the tactical advantage of attacking the
flanks and rear—despite being slightly outnumbered.

- Casualty Considerations: The troop numbers also contextualize the massive
casualties—Union losses were around 23,000, Confederate losses approximately
25,000-highlighting the brutal intensity of the fighting.

Logistical and Strategic Challenges

Maintaining such large armies in the field posed logistical challenges,
including supply lines, medical care, and reinforcements. The troop numbers
also dictated the pace and scale of the engagement, with commanders making
critical decisions based on the strength and disposition of their forces.

Conclusion: The Human Scale of Gettysburg’s
Troop Numbers

The Battle of Gettysburg’'s staggering troop numbers—approaching 180,000
combined—embody the colossal human and logistical effort involved in the
Civil War. These figures underscore the battle’s significance in terms of
scale, human cost, and strategic complexity.

While estimates vary slightly due to record discrepancies and post-battle
analyses, the consensus affirms that:

- The Union Army mobilized approximately 89,000 to 92,000 soldiers.
- The Confederate Army fielded roughly 75,000 to 78,000 soldiers.

This numerical comparison not only highlights the magnitude of the engagement



but also offers insight into the logistical and strategic considerations that
shaped the battle’s outcome. Recognizing the scale of troop deployment
enriches our understanding of Gettysburg’s historical importance and the
profound sacrifices made during those three days of fierce combat.

In summary, the troop numbers at Gettysburg reflect the epic scale of the
Civil War’s largest battle, illustrating both the human cost and the
strategic complexity faced by commanders on both sides. These figures serve
as a testament to the enormous effort and sacrifice that defined this pivotal
chapter in American history.
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