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Understanding the melting points of various chemical compounds is fundamental in chemistry, especially when
dealing with salts and their applications in industries such as electronics, manufacturing, and pharmaceuticals.
Among common salts like Sodium Bromide (NABr), Sodium Chloride (NaCl), and Sodium Iodide (NaI), their melting
points vary significantly due to differences in their chemical structures and bonding characteristics. This
article aims to accurately arrange NABr, NaCl, and NaI according to their increasing melting points, exploring
the underlying factors influencing these temperatures, and providing detailed insights into each compound's
properties.

---

Introduction to Melting Points of Salts

The melting point of a substance is the temperature at which it transitions from a solid to a liquid state. For
ionic compounds like NABr, NaCl, and NaI, melting points are primarily determined by the strength of the ionic
bonds between the cations and anions. Stronger ionic bonds require higher energy (temperature) to break,
resulting in higher melting points. Several factors influence the melting points of salts:

Factors Affecting Melting Points

Ionic Bond Strength: The electrostatic attraction between oppositely charged ions determines the energy1.
needed to disrupt the crystal lattice.

Ion Size: Smaller ions generally form stronger bonds due to higher charge density, leading to higher2.
melting points.

Charge Density: Ions with higher charge densities tend to have stronger electrostatic attractions.3.

Lattice Energy: The energy released when gaseous ions form an ionic solid; higher lattice energy4.
correlates with higher melting points.

Understanding these factors allows us to predict and compare the melting points of various salts
systematically.

---

Comparison of NaCl, NABr, and NaI

Let us now analyze each compound's properties, focusing on their chemical structure, ionic sizes, and resulting
melting points.



1. Sodium Chloride (NaCl)

- Chemical Composition: Sodium cation (Na⁺) and chloride anion (Cl⁻)
- Ionic Radius:
- Na⁺: approximately 102 pm
- Cl⁻: approximately 181 pm
- Lattice Energy: About 786 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: 801°C (1474°F)

NaCl is one of the most common table salts. Its high melting point is attributed to the strong electrostatic
attraction between Na⁺ and Cl⁻ ions, forming a robust crystal lattice.

2. Sodium Bromide (NABr)

- Chemical Composition: Sodium cation (Na⁺) and bromide anion (Br⁻)
- Ionic Radius:
- Na⁺: approximately 102 pm
- Br⁻: approximately 196 pm
- Lattice Energy: Slightly lower than NaCl, around 770 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: 755°C (1389°F)

NABr has a melting point slightly lower than NaCl. The larger size of Br⁻ compared to Cl⁻ leads to a weaker
ionic bond and, consequently, a lower melting point.

3. Sodium Iodide (NaI)

- Chemical Composition: Sodium cation (Na⁺) and iodide anion (I⁻)
- Ionic Radius:
- Na⁺: approximately 102 pm
- I⁻: approximately 220 pm
- Lattice Energy: Approximately 720 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: 651°C (1204°F)

NaI has the lowest melting point among these three salts. The large size of I⁻ results in weaker electrostatic
attractions, reducing the energy needed to melt the compound.

---

Arranging NABr, NaCl, NaI According To Their Increasing Melting
Point

Based on the analysis above, the compounds can be ordered from the lowest to the highest melting point as
follows:

NaI (Sodium Iodide) – 651°C1.

NABr (Sodium Bromide) – 755°C2.

NaCl (Sodium Chloride) – 801°C3.



Therefore, the correct arrangement is:

NaI < NABr < NaCl

This order reflects the influence of ionic radii and lattice energies, where larger anions result in weaker ionic
bonds, thus lowering the melting point.

---

Understanding the Underlying Principles

The trend observed in the melting points of these salts is rooted in the principles of ionic bonding and lattice
energy.

Impact of Ionic Radii on Melting Points

- Smaller Ions: Lead to stronger electrostatic attractions, higher lattice energy, and increased melting points.
- Larger Ions: Result in weaker electrostatic attractions, lower lattice energy, and decreased melting points.

In our case:

- Cl⁻ is smaller than Br⁻, which is smaller than I⁻.
- The decreasing size from Cl⁻ to I⁻ correlates with decreasing melting points.

Role of Lattice Energy

Lattice energy is a key factor influencing melting points. It is affected by:

- Charge of ions: Both are monovalent, so charge is constant.
- Ionic sizes: Smaller ions produce higher lattice energy.

Since all ions are monovalent, the size difference is the primary determinant. The smaller the anion, the higher the
lattice energy, and the higher the melting point.

---

Additional Factors and Considerations

While ionic size and lattice energy are primary factors, other aspects can influence melting points:

Polarizability

- Larger ions like I⁻ are more polarizable, which can weaken ionic bonds and lower melting points.



Crystal Structure

- The arrangement of ions in the crystal lattice can slightly influence melting points but generally follows the
trends based on ionic sizes.

Impurities and Defects

- Real-world samples may have impurities that can affect melting temperatures. However, for pure compounds,
the discussed trends are reliable.

---

Practical Implications of Melting Point Trends

Knowing the order of melting points is essential in various practical applications:

- Chemical Synthesis: Selecting appropriate salts for high-temperature processes.
- Electronics: Using salts with specific melting points for soldering or thermal stability.
- Pharmaceuticals: Understanding melting points for compound stability and formulation.
- Industrial Processes: Designing processes that involve melting or heating salts, such as electrolysis or
crystal growth.

---

Summary

To succinctly conclude:

- The salts NaI, NABr, and NaCl are ordered according to their melting points as NaI < NABr < NaCl.
- This trend is primarily driven by the size of the halide ions, where smaller ions form stronger ionic bonds.
- The decreasing ionic radius from Cl⁻ to I⁻ results in lower lattice energy and thus lower melting points.

Understanding these principles not only helps in predicting melting points but also aids in designing processes and
materials in various scientific and industrial fields.

---

Final Remarks

Mastering the relationship between ionic properties and melting points is a fundamental aspect of inorganic
chemistry. Recognizing how factors such as ionic radius, lattice energy, and polarizability influence melting
temperatures enables chemists and engineers to tailor materials for specific applications, optimize processes,
and innovate in fields ranging from materials science to pharmaceuticals.

---
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Note: The melting points mentioned are approximate and can vary slightly depending on purity, measurement
methods, and experimental conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do the melting points of NaBr, NaCl, and NaI compare when arranged in
increasing order?

The increasing order of their melting points is NaI < NaBr < NaCl.

What factors influence the melting points of NaBr, NaCl, and NaI?

The melting points are influenced by ionic bond strength, which depends on ionic size and charge; smaller ions
result in stronger bonds and higher melting points.

Why does NaCl have a higher melting point than NaI and NaBr?

NaCl has smaller ions (Na+ and Cl−) leading to stronger electrostatic attraction and thus a higher melting
point compared to NaBr and NaI.

Which of the salts NaBr, NaCl, and NaI has the lowest melting point, and
why?

NaI has the lowest melting point because iodine ions are larger, resulting in weaker ionic bonds compared to
NaCl and NaBr.

Can the trend in melting points of NaBr, NaCl, and NaI be explained by their
ionic radii?

Yes, larger ionic radii in NaI lead to weaker ionic bonds and lower melting points, whereas smaller radii in NaCl
result in stronger bonds and higher melting points.

Additional Resources
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The melting point of a compound is a fundamental physical property that reflects the strength of the forces
holding its constituent particles together. When it comes to inorganic salts such as sodium halides—namely
sodium bromide (NaBr), sodium chloride (NaCl), and sodium iodide (NaI)—their melting points vary significantly
based on factors like ionic size, lattice energy, and the nature of ionic bonds. Understanding how these
compounds rank in terms of melting points not only provides insight into their structural chemistry but also
informs their practical applications across industries such as pharmaceuticals, metallurgy, and chemical
manufacturing.

In this article, we will explore the melting points of NaBr, NaCl, and NaI, analyze the underlying principles that
influence these values, and articulate their arrangement from the lowest to the highest melting point. This



detailed examination aims to clarify the relationship between ionic characteristics and thermal stability,
offering a comprehensive perspective for both students and professionals interested in inorganic chemistry.

---

Understanding Melting Points in Ionic Compounds

Before delving into specifics, it’s essential to grasp what determines the melting point in ionic compounds:

- Lattice Energy: This is the energy required to break apart the ionic lattice into gaseous ions. Higher lattice
energy means stronger bonds, leading to higher melting points.
- Ionic Size: Smaller ions can pack more tightly in the crystal lattice, increasing lattice energy.
- Charge Density: Ions with higher charge density (charge per volume) contribute to stronger electrostatic
attraction.
- Polarization Effects: Larger, more polarizable ions can distort the electron cloud of neighboring ions,
affecting the lattice energy and melting point.

In sodium halides, the cation (Na+) remains constant, but the halide anions (Br-, I-, Cl-) differ in size and
polarizability, influencing their melting points.

---

The Sodium Halides: NaCl, NaBr, and NaI

Let's examine each compound individually, considering their structural features, lattice energies, and how these
factors impact their melting points.

Sodium Chloride (NaCl)

- Structure & Composition: NaCl adopts a face-centered cubic (FCC) crystal lattice, where each sodium ion is
surrounded by six chloride ions and vice versa.
- Ionic Radii: Na+ (~102 pm), Cl- (~181 pm)
- Lattice Energy: Approximately -787 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: About 801°C (1074 K)

NaCl is often considered the benchmark among sodium halides due to its high melting point, reflecting its strong
ionic bonds and relatively small anion size, which allows close packing.

Sodium Bromide (NaBr)

- Structure & Composition: Similar FCC structure as NaCl.
- Ionic Radii: Na+ (~102 pm), Br- (~196 pm)
- Lattice Energy: Slightly lower than NaCl, approximately -756 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: About 755°C (1028 K)

NaBr has a larger bromide ion compared to chloride, leading to a slight decrease in lattice energy and melting
point relative to NaCl.

Sodium Iodide (NaI)

- Structure & Composition: Also adopts an FCC lattice.
- Ionic Radii: Na+ (~102 pm), I- (~220 pm)
- Lattice Energy: Significantly lower, approximately -701 kJ/mol
- Melting Point: About 661°C (934 K)

The iodide ion’s larger size and higher polarizability result in weaker electrostatic forces, thus reducing the
melting point further.

---



Comparative Analysis of Melting Points

Based on the data and structural considerations, the compounds’ melting points follow a logical trend:

- NaCl: ~801°C
- NaBr: ~755°C
- NaI: ~661°C

Therefore, the arrangement from lowest to highest melting point is:

NaI < NaBr < NaCl

This order confirms that increasing ionic radius and polarizability (from Cl- to I-) correlates with decreasing
lattice energy and melting point.

---

Factors Influencing the Trend

Several factors contribute to this pattern:

1. Ionic Size and Lattice Packing:
- As the halide ion size increases from Cl- to I-, the ions cannot pack as tightly, reducing lattice energy.

2. Polarizability:
- Larger ions are more polarizable, which weakens the electrostatic attraction between ions.

3. Lattice Energy Variations:
- Smaller, less polarizable ions produce higher lattice energies, resulting in higher melting points.

4. Bond Strengths:
- Stronger ionic bonds require more energy (heat) to break, thus higher melting points.

---

Practical Implications of the Melting Point Hierarchy

Understanding the melting points of these sodium halides has tangible industrial and scientific significance:

- Selection for High-Temperature Applications: NaCl’s high melting point makes it suitable for applications like
salt baths in metallurgy and high-temperature processes.
- Solubility and Stability: Although melting points are high, solubility varies; for example, NaI is more soluble
in water than NaCl or NaBr, which influences their use in chemical synthesis and pharmaceutical formulations.
- Material Handling: Lower melting point compounds like NaI are easier to melt and process at lower
temperatures, advantageous in certain manufacturing contexts.

---

Broader Context and Related Compounds

The trend observed in sodium halides is consistent with other alkali halide series, such as potassium halides,
where similar size and polarizability effects influence melting points. Moreover, comparing these salts to other
ionic compounds reveals the universal importance of ionic size and lattice energy in determining their thermal
properties.

---

Conclusion



The ordered arrangement of NaI < NaBr < NaCl based on increasing melting point underscores the critical role of
ionic size, lattice energy, and polarizability in defining the physical properties of inorganic salts. As the halide
ions grow larger from chloride to iodide, the ionic bonds weaken, leading to a decrease in melting point. This
understanding not only enriches our grasp of fundamental inorganic chemistry but also guides practical
choices in industry and research.

In summary, the melting points of sodium halides are a testament to the delicate balance of ionic forces,
structural packing, and electrostatic interactions. Recognizing these principles allows chemists and engineers
to harness the right compound for the right application, optimizing thermal stability, solubility, and
processability in the ever-evolving landscape of chemical science.
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