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When it comes to plumbing, especially in residential and commercial settings, ensuring the safety,
efficiency, and durability of connections is paramount. One critical aspect often overlooked is the
importance of using approved connections between two threaded faucets. Properly approved fittings and
connections not only prevent leaks and water wastage but also comply with local building codes and safety
standards. This article delves into the significance of using approved threaded faucet connections, the

standards governing them, and best practices for installation.

Understanding Threaded Faucets and Their Connections

What Are Threaded Faucets?

Threaded faucets are plumbing fixtures designed with threaded ends, allowing them to be securely
connected to pipes, hoses, or other fixtures using screw-like mechanisms. They are common in various

applications, including kitchen sinks, bathroom basins, outdoor hose attachments, and industrial settings.

Key features include:

- Standardized Threads: Typically conforming to national or international standards such as NPT (National
Pipe Thread) or BSP (British Standard Pipe).

- Ease of Installation: Designed for straightforward connection and disconnection.

- Compatibility: Can be paired with various fittings, adapters, and connectors.

The Importance of Proper Connections

Connecting two threaded faucets or fixtures involves:
- Ensuring a tight, leak-proof seal

- Maintaining water pressure

- Preventing cross-threading or damage

- Complying with safety and building regulations

Using unapproved or incompatible connections can lead to leaks, water damage, mold growth, or even

catastrophic failures.



Why Should Connections Between Two Threaded Faucets Be
Approved?

Regulatory Compliance and Safety Standards

Local plumbing codes and standards, such as the International Plumbing Code (IPC) or the Uniform
Plumbing Code (UPC), mandate the use of approved fittings to ensure safety and reliability. These
standards are established by organizations such as:

- American National Standards Institute (ANSI)

- American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)

- International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

Using approved connections ensures compliance, reducing liability and potential penalties.

Ensuring Durability and Leak Prevention

Approved fittings undergo rigorous testing for:
- Pressure resistance

- Corrosion resistance

- Temperature tolerance

- Mechanical strength

This testing guarantees that the connections will perform reliably over time, preventing leaks and water

wastage.

Protecting Health and Environment

Leaking or faulty connections can lead to water wastage, mold growth, and contamination. Approved

fittings minimize these risks, safeguarding health and the environment.

Cost-Effectiveness and Longevity

Investing in approved connections may have higher initial costs but offers long-term savings by:
- Reducing maintenance and repairs

- Preventing water damage



- Extending the lifespan of plumbing fixtures

Standards and Certifications for Approved Threaded Faucet

Connections

Key Certification Bodies and Standards

- ANSI/ASME B1.20.1: Specifies threaded pipe fittings, ensuring compatibility and safety.

- NSF/ANSI 61: Certification for products that come into contact with drinking water, ensuring health
safety.

- UPC and IPC Compliance: Local codes often specify adherence to these standards.

Common Types of Approved Fittings

- Brass Fittings: Known for durability and corrosion resistance.
- Plastic Fittings (e.g., PVC, CPVC): Suitable for certain applications, with appropriate certifications.

- Stainless Steel Fittings: Offers excellent corrosion resistance, especially in harsh environments.

Best Practices for Connecting Two Threaded Faucets

Preparation and Inspection

Before installation:
- Verify that all fittings are certified and labeled.
- Inspect threads for damage, debris, or imperfections.

- Use compatible thread types and sizes.

Use of Proper Sealants

Sealants or thread tapes (e.g., PTFE tape) are essential for ensuring leak-proof connections:
- Wrap tape clockwise around the male threads.

- Ensure even coverage without excess buildup.



- Avoid over-tightening, which can damage threads.

Proper Tightening Techniques

- Use appropriate tools, such as wrenches, to tighten fittings securely.
- Follow manufacturer torque specifications.

- Avoid overtightening to prevent stripping threads or cracking fittings.

Testing the Connection

After installation:

- Turn on the water supply gradually.

- Check for leaks around the connection.

- Tighten fittings slightly if leaks are detected.

- Conduct pressure tests if necessary, especially in industrial setups.

Common Issues with Non-Approved Connections and How to
Avoid Them

Leaks and Water Wastage

Using non-approved or incompatible fittings can cause leaks, leading to water waste and increased utility

bills.

Corrosion and Material Failure

Unapproved materials may corrode quickly, especially in water-rich environments, compromising the

integrity of the connection.

Health Risks

Leaking fittings can promote mold growth or allow contaminants to enter potable water supplies.



Legal and Insurance Implications

Failure to use approved fittings may void warranties or insurance coverage in case of damages.

Conclusion: Prioritizing Approved Connections for Threaded

Faucets

Ensuring that the connection between two threaded faucets has an approved fitting is vital for safety,
durability, and compliance. Whether you're undertaking a DIY plumbing project or hiring professionals,
always verify that fittings meet relevant standards and certifications. Proper installation techniques, the use
of suitable sealants, and adherence to local codes will result in leak-free, long-lasting connections that

safeguard health and protect your property.

Investing in approved threaded faucet connections is not just about meeting regulations; it's about ensuring
peace of mind, conserving water, and maintaining efficient plumbing systems. Always consult with
licensed plumbers or plumbing supply experts to select the right fittings and ensure proper installation.
Remember, a small investment in quality fittings today can save significant costs and prevent headaches

tomorrow.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important for the connections between two threaded faucets to

have an approval?

Having approved connections ensures the fittings meet safety and quality standards, reducing the risk of

leaks, water damage, and potential health hazards.

What standards or certifications should threaded faucet connections have?

Connections should comply with recognized standards such as ANSI, CSA, or NSF certifications, indicating

they meet safety, durability, and performance criteria.

How can I verify if the threaded faucet connection is approved?

Check for certification labels, markings, or documentation from the manufacturer indicating compliance

with relevant standards or approvals.



Are approved threaded faucet connections required by building codes?

Yes, many building codes mandate that plumbing connections, including threaded faucets, meet specific

approved standards to ensure safety and reliability.

What are the risks of using non-approved threaded faucet connections?

Using non-approved connections can lead to leaks, water contamination, structural damage, and potential

code violations, which may result in fines or the need for costly repairs.

How does approval impact the longevity of threaded faucet connections?

Approved connections are typically manufactured to higher quality standards, ensuring better durability

and longer service life under normal usage conditions.

Can I replace existing non-approved threaded faucet connections with

approved ones myself?

While it's possible to replace them yourself if you have plumbing experience, it's recommended to hire a

licensed plumber to ensure the connections meet approval standards and are properly installed.

Additional Resources
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In the realm of plumbing and household fixtures, the importance of ensuring secure, reliable, and
standards-compliant connections cannot be overstated. When it comes to installing or maintaining faucets,
especially those with threaded connections, the phrase "connections between two threaded faucets should
have an approved" highlights a critical aspect of plumbing safety, functionality, and compliance. This article
delves into the significance of using approved connections, explores the technicalities of threaded faucet

connections, and provides guidance on best practices to ensure durable and safe installations.

Understanding Threaded Faucet Connections

What Are Threaded Faucet Connections?



Threaded faucet connections refer to the method by which two plumbing components—such as a faucet
and a pipe or another fixture—are joined using screw-like threads. These threads are machined onto the
exterior (male threads) or interior (female threads) of fittings, allowing them to be tightly joined when

screwed together.
The primary purpose of threaded connections is to create a secure, leak-proof seal that withstands water

pressure and prevents leaks over time. They are common in residential and commercial plumbing due to

their simplicity, ease of assembly, and removability.

Types of Threads Used in Faucet Connections

Various thread standards and sizes are used worldwide, but the most common in household plumbing

include:

- NPT (National Pipe Thread): Predominant in the United States, characterized by tapered threads that seal
when tightened.

- BSP (British Standard Pipe): Common in the UK and other regions, with straight or tapered threads.

- ISO Threads: International standards used in various countries for compatibility.

Each thread type has specific dimensions, thread pitch, and sealing methods, making it essential to select

compatible fittings.

Materials and Construction

Threaded fittings are manufactured from materials such as brass, stainless steel, plastic (PVC, PEX), or
composite materials. The choice influences durability, corrosion resistance, and compatibility with different

water types and pressures.

The Critical Need for Approved Connections

‘What Does "Approved” Mean in Plumbing?

In the context of plumbing, an "approved" connection refers to fittings, materials, or assemblies that meet

recognized standards set by relevant authorities, such as ASTM International, NSF International, ANSI, or



local building codes. These standards ensure that products are tested for safety, durability, and performance.
Using approved connections guarantees:

- Compliance with legal and safety regulations
- Resistance to leakage and failure
- Longevity of the plumbing system

- Prevention of health hazards related to contamination

The Risks of Non-Approved Connections

Opting for unapproved or substandard fittings can lead to numerous issues:

- Leaks and Water Damage: Poor sealing or incompatible materials can cause leaks, leading to water
damage, mold growth, and structural issues.

- Corrosion and Material Degradation: Non-approved materials may corrode faster, especially when exposed
to certain water qualities.

- System Failures: Weak connections may fail under pressure, causing sudden water loss or flooding.

- Legal and Insurance Implications: Non-compliance with building codes can void warranties and insurance
coverage.

- Health Risks: Leaks or contamination from improper fittings can compromise water quality and pose
health hazards.

Standards and Certifications for Approved Faucet Connections

Key Regulatory and Certification Bodies

Numerous organizations establish standards for plumbing components:

- NSF International: Certifies products for health and safety, including leak-proof and corrosion-resistant
fittings.

- ANSI (American National Standards Institute): Develops standards for plumbing fittings and systems.
- ASTM International: Sets technical standards for materials and testing methods.

- Local Building Codes: May specify specific standards or approved products.



Common Certifications and Markings

‘When selecting fittings and connections, look for markings such as:
- NSF/ANSI 61 (Drinking Water System Components)

- NSF/ANSI 372 (Lead-Free)

- UL Listing (Underwriters Laboratories)

- CSA Certification (Canadian Standards Association)

These markings indicate compliance with safety, health, and performance standards.

Implications of Using Certified vs. Non-Certified Connections

Certified, approved connections are tested for:
- Leak resistance under pressure

- Corrosion resistance over time

- Compatibility with water quality standards

- Mechanical strength and durability

Non-certified fittings may be cheaper but pose higher risks of failure and non-compliance.

Best Practices for Connecting Two Threaded Faucets

Preparation and Inspection

Before proceeding with any connection:

- Verify Compatibility: Ensure thread types, sizes, and materials match.
- Inspect Components: Check for damages, deformities, or manufacturing defects.
- Clean Threads: Remove debris, dirt, or old sealant from threads to ensure a proper seal.

- Use Proper Tools: Employ adjustable wrenches or pipe wrenches designed for plumbing fittings.



Use of Approved Sealants and Tapes

To ensure leak-proof connections:

- PTFE Tape (Teflon Tape): Wrap evenly around male threads, typically clockwise to prevent unwinding
during tightening.

- Pipe Dope (Thread Sealant): Apply a suitable approved sealant compatible with potable water and the

materials used.

Avoid over-tightening, which can deform fittings or strip threads, leading to leaks or failure.

Proper Tightening Procedures

- Tighten fittings gradually and evenly.
- Use a torque wrench if necessary to avoid over-tightening.

- Check for proper compression and seating before testing for leaks.

Testing the Connection

After assembly:

- Turn on water supply gradually.
- Inspect for leaks at the connection points.
- Use soap solution or leak detection dyes if necessary to identify slow leaks.

- Monitor over time to confirm long-term integrity.

Innovations and Alternatives to Traditional Threaded

Connections

Push-Fit and Compression Fittings

‘While threaded connections are standard, alternative methods such as push-fit or compression fittings are

gaining popularity due to ease of installation and reduced dependency on threading standards.



- Push-Fit Fittings: Allow quick, tool-free connections with internal O-rings for sealing.

- Compression Fittings: Use a nut and ferrule to create a secure connection without threading.

However, these alternatives should also meet approved standards to ensure system integrity.

Advantages of Using Approved, Threaded Connections

- Reusability and ease of disassembly
- Compatibility with existing plumbing infrastructure
- Proven reliability when properly installed

- Compliance with building codes and standards

Challenges and Considerations

- Potential for cross-threading if not properly aligned
- Material incompatibility, leading to corrosion
- Need for precise matching of thread standards

- Skill required for proper installation

Conclusion: Ensuring Safe and Reliable Faucet Connections

The phrase "connections between two threaded faucets should have an approved" encapsulates a
fundamental principle in plumbing: the necessity of using certified, standards-compliant fittings and
methods to guarantee safety, durability, and compliance. Proper selection, installation, and testing of

threaded connections are vital in preventing leaks, system failures, and potential health hazards.

In an era where water safety and infrastructure integrity are paramount, consumers and professionals alike
must prioritize approved products and best practices. Compliance with standards not only ensures peace of

mind but also safeguards property and health over the long term.
Key Takeaways:

- Always verify that threaded fittings are approved and meet relevant standards.
- Use appropriate tools, sealants, and tightening procedures.
- Conduct thorough testing after installation.

- Consider alternative connection methods that also adhere to approved standards where appropriate.



- Stay informed about local codes and regulations to ensure ongoing compliance.

By adhering to these principles, plumbing systems can achieve optimal performance, safety, and longevity,
ensuring that connections between faucets—whether for residential kitchens, bathrooms, or commercial

settings—are both secure and compliant with quality standards.
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