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Pronoun usage is a common source of grammatical errors, especially in everyday
conversation and informal writing. One such prevalent mistake involves the use of plural
pronouns with singular subjects or vice versa, leading to confusion and grammatical
inaccuracies. A frequently encountered example is the sentence, "Has everyone turned in
their homework?" While this sentence is often accepted in casual contexts, it raises
questions about grammatical correctness and pronoun agreement. Understanding how to
properly match pronouns with their antecedents is essential for clear and professional
communication. In this article, we'll explore the correct way to address this common error,
clarify the rules of pronoun agreement, and provide practical tips for avoiding similar
mistakes in your writing.

Understanding Pronouns and Subject-Verb
Agreement

What Are Pronouns?

Pronouns are words that replace nouns in sentences to avoid repetition and simplify
communication. Examples include he, she, it, they, his, her, their, each, everyone, nobody,
and others. Correct pronoun use depends on understanding their antecedents—the nouns
or pronouns they refer to.

Subject-Verb Agreement Basics

Subject-verb agreement involves ensuring that the subject and the verb in a sentence
match in number (singular or plural). For example:

- Singular subject + singular verb: He runs every morning.

- Plural subject + plural verb: They run every morning.

Mistakes often occur when a plural pronoun is used with a singular antecedent or vice
versa, leading to errors like "they is" or "he are."

The Specific Case: "Everyone" and Pronoun Usage



Is "Everyone" Singular or Plural?

The pronoun "everyone" is grammatically singular, despite referring to multiple people. It
is an indefinite pronoun that takes a singular verb and singular pronouns. For example:

- Correct: Everyone has finished their work.

- Incorrect: Everyone have finished their work.

This singularity often causes confusion, especially when choosing the appropriate pronoun
to refer back to "everyone."

Why the Phrase "Their" Is Commonly Used

In modern English, especially in informal and conversational styles, "their" is often used as
a singular pronoun to refer to singular indefinite pronouns like "everyone," "someone," or
"anyone." This usage is accepted in many style guides, including the Associated Press
Stylebook and the Chicago Manual of Style, because it promotes gender neutrality and
natural language flow.

Example:
- Correct in informal contexts: Everyone should bring their own lunch.
- More formal or traditional: Everyone should bring his or her own lunch.

The use of "their" as a singular pronoun is now widely accepted, although some strict
grammar purists prefer the gender-specific forms.

Analyzing the Sentence: "Has Everyone Turned In
Their Homework?"

Grammatical Perspective

From a strict grammatical perspective, the sentence "Has everyone turned in their
homework?" is technically correct in modern usage because:

- "Everyone" is singular and takes the singular verb "has."

- "Their" is used as a singular pronoun, which is increasingly accepted in contemporary
English for gender neutrality and naturalness.

However, some traditional grammar rules advocate for more formal constructions:
- Has everyone turned in his or her homework?

Despite this, the sentence is widely understood and accepted, especially in informal
contexts.



Common Mistakes and Why They Occur

Many people mistakenly write:

- Have everyone turned in their homework? (Incorrect because "everyone" is singular and
should be paired with "has," not "have.")

- Has everyone turned in his or her homework? (Correct but more formal and less common
in casual speech.)

The confusion often stems from the fact that "everyone" refers to multiple people, leading
some to think "they" or "their" must be used, which can cause mismatched verb forms.

How to Correct and Properly Use Pronouns with
"Everyone"

Rules to Remember

To correctly use pronouns with "everyone," keep the following rules in mind:

1. "Everyone" is singular and takes singular verbs: Use "has" rather than "have."

2. Pronouns referring to "everyone" are often "his or her" in formal contexts, but "their" is
acceptable in informal and inclusive language.

3. Ensure pronoun agreement: The pronoun must match the antecedent in number and
gender when specified, but "their" as a singular pronoun can be used to avoid gender-
specific language.

Examples of Correct Usage

- Formal: Has everyone submitted his or her assignment?
- Informal / Modern: Has everyone turned in their homework?
- Neutral / Inclusive: Has everyone finished their homework?

Addressing the Original Phrase

The phrase "Has everyone turned in their homework?" is grammatically acceptable in
contemporary English, especially in informal contexts. If you want to be more formal or
adhering strictly to traditional rules, you might say:

- Has everyone turned in his or her homework?

However, the original sentence is widely used and understood, and it aligns with modern
style guidelines that accept "their" as a singular pronoun.



Practical Tips for Avoiding Pronoun Errors

e Identify the antecedent: Always know what noun or pronoun your pronoun refers
to before choosing the correct pronoun.

e Match number and gender: Ensure that the pronoun agrees in number
(singular/plural) and gender, unless intentionally using gender-neutral language.

e Use singular verbs with singular pronouns: Remember that "everyone" is
singular, so pair it with "has" or "is."

* Be aware of style preferences: Know your audience and the style guide being
followed—formal writing often prefers "his or her," while informal writing accepts
"their."

e Practice rewriting sentences: If unsure, rewrite the sentence to clarify the subject
and pronoun agreement.

Common Questions About Pronoun Usage with
"Everyone"

Is It Correct to Say "Everyone Has Their Own Opinion"?

Yes, in modern, informal English, "their" is widely accepted as a singular pronoun for
"everyone." However, in formal writing, you might prefer "his or her."

What About "Everyone Should Turn In His or Her
Homework"?

While grammatically correct and more formal, it can sound cumbersome. Using "their" is
acceptable and more natural in everyday language.

Can I Use "Their" for Singular "Everyone" in Academic
Writing?

Yes, many style guides endorse singular "their" for gender-neutral, inclusive language,
especially in academic and professional writing.



Conclusion: Embracing Modern Grammar and
Style

The sentence "Has everyone turned in their homework?" is both grammatically acceptable
and stylistically appropriate in contemporary English. The key is understanding that
"everyone" is singular, necessitating the use of "has" and choosing the appropriate
pronoun—"his or her" in formal contexts or "their" in informal, inclusive language.
Recognizing these rules helps avoid common pronoun errors and ensures your writing is
clear, correct, and respectful of modern language practices. Always consider your
audience and the context when deciding whether to use formal or informal pronouns, but
rest assured that using "their" with "everyone" is widely accepted and promotes gender-
neutral language. By applying these guidelines, you can confidently correct and avoid
pronoun errors like "Has everyone turned in their homework?" and enhance the clarity
and professionalism of your communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the sentence 'Has everyone turned in their
homework?' grammatically correct?

Yes, the sentence is correct. 'Everyone' is singular, so 'has' and 'their' (used as a singular
pronoun in modern usage) are appropriate.

Why is 'Has everyone turned in their homework?"
considered correct, but 'Have everyone turned in their
homework?' is not?

Because 'everyone' is a singular indefinite pronoun, it requires the singular auxiliary verb
'has' rather than 'have'.

Can I replace 'their' with 'his or her' in the sentence to
make it grammatically correct?

Yes, replacing 'their' with 'his or her' makes the sentence more formal and explicitly
singular: 'Has everyone turned in his or her homework?"

What are some common pronoun errors related to
'‘everyone’ and similar indefinite pronouns?

Common errors include using plural pronouns like 'their' with singular indefinite
pronouns, or using 'has'/'have' incorrectly. Remember that 'everyone' takes singular verbs
and can use 'his or her' or 'their' in modern usage.



How can I make the sentence more inclusive using
pronouns?

Using 'their' as a singular pronoun is widely accepted and inclusive: 'Has everyone turned
in their homework?' This avoids gender-specific language.

Is it acceptable to say 'Has everyone turned in his or her
homework?' in formal writing?

Yes, in formal contexts, using 'his or her' is considered grammatically correct. However,
'their’ is increasingly accepted as a singular inclusive pronoun.

What is the best way to correct the sentence if someone
says, 'Has everyone turned in their homework?' and I
want to keep it formal?

To maintain formality, you can say, 'Has everyone turned in his or her homework?' or
rephrase to 'Have all students turned in their homework?'

Additional Resources

Correct The Pronoun Error "Has Everyone Turned In Their Homework?"

Introduction

In the realm of English grammar, pronouns serve as essential tools that facilitate clarity,
brevity, and coherence in communication. However, even seasoned writers and educators
occasionally stumble over pronoun agreement, especially in sentences where the
antecedent is indefinite or plural. A common yet often overlooked error arises in sentences
like "Has everyone turned in their homework?"—a phrase that, while seemingly correct in
casual conversation, raises questions about grammatical precision and usage standards.

This article undertakes an in-depth examination of this pronoun error, exploring its
grammatical underpinnings, historical context, implications in formal and informal
contexts, and best practices for correction. Through a detailed review, we aim to clarify
why the phrase "Has everyone turned in their homework?" can be problematic and how to
rectify it for clarity, correctness, and stylistic consistency.

Understanding Pronouns and Their Agreement



What Are Pronouns?

Pronouns are words that replace nouns to avoid repetition and streamline sentences.
Common pronouns include he, she, it, they, we, you, and their. Correct pronoun usage
hinges on matching the pronoun to its antecedent in number, gender, and person.

Number and Gender Agreement

One of the fundamental rules in pronoun usage is ensuring that the pronoun agrees in
number with its antecedent:

- Singular antecedent — Singular pronoun (e.g., the student — he/she)
- Plural antecedent — Plural pronoun (e.g., the students — they)

However, complications often arise with indefinite pronouns like everyone, anyone, each,
somebody, which are grammatically singular but refer to multiple individuals collectively.

The Grammar of Indefinite Pronouns and 'Their’

Indefinite Pronouns as Singular or Plural?

Many indefinite pronouns, such as everyone, anyone, somebody, nobody, are
grammatically singular. They take singular verbs and singular pronouns:

- Correct: Everyone has finished their work. (Though "their" is singular in form, it is
accepted in modern usage as a singular, gender-neutral pronoun.)
- Traditional: Everyone has finished his or her work.

However, in contemporary English, "their" has become widely accepted as a singular,
gender-neutral pronoun replacing "his or her" — especially in informal writing, and
increasingly in formal contexts.

Historical Context and Usage Trends

Historically, strict grammar rules mandated avoiding "their" as a singular pronoun,
favoring "his" or "his or her." Over time, the singular "their" gained acceptance as a
pragmatic solution to gender neutrality and simplicity. Major style guides, such as the
Associated Press (AP) and The Chicago Manual of Style, now accept "their" as singular in
many contexts, especially when referring to indefinite pronouns.



The Core Issue: "Has Everyone Turned In Their
Homework?"

Analyzing the Sentence Structure

The sentence "Has everyone turned in their homework?" is a question. The subject
"everyone" is an indefinite pronoun, traditionally singular. The auxiliary verb "has" is
correctly used with a singular subject, aligning with grammatical rules.

The point of contention is the pronoun "their", which refers back to "everyone." Is "their"
appropriate here?

In modern usage, many consider "their" acceptable as a singular pronoun, especially with
indefinite pronouns like "everyone." However, some style guides and grammar purists
prefer using "his or her" to maintain strict agreement.

Why Is This Considered a Pronoun Error?

The phrase "Has everyone turned in their homework?" is
often flagged as a pronoun error because:

- Traditional Grammar Perspective: "Everyone" is
singular; the pronoun referring back should be "his or
her."

- Contemporary Perspective: "Their" is acceptable as a
singular, gender-neutral pronoun, and many style
guides endorse its use.

Thus, the "error" hinges on the perspective of the
grammar authority or style guide in question.



Common Misconceptions and Clarifications

Misconception 1: "Their" Is Always Incorrect After
Singular Indefinite Pronouns

Correction: Not necessarily. While traditional grammar
advocates for "his or her," modern usage permits "their"
as a singular pronoun, especially when aiming for
gender neutrality and inclusivity.

Misconception 2: The Sentence Is Grammatically Wrong
Because of "Their"

Correction: The sentence is not inherently wrong. It
depends on the style guide and context:

- Formal, traditional grammar: Prefer "his or her"

- Modern, inclusive language: "their" is acceptable and
increasingly standard.

Misconception 3: The Verb Must Agree with "Everyone"

Correction: Yes, the verb "has" is correctly singular to
agree with "everyone."



Implications in Formal Writing and
Communication

Formal Style Guides and Recommendations

- The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS): Accepts singular
“their" in cases where gender neutrality is desired.

- APA Style: Also accepts singular "their."

- MLA Style: Recognizes singular "their" as standard.

Traditionalist or conservative contexts may require "his

or her" to maintain strict grammatical agreement, but
this is increasingly viewed as outdated or less inclusive.

Legal and Official Documents

In legal, academic, or official documents, precision and
adherence to traditional rules are often prioritized.
Therefore, "his or her" may be preferred to avoid
ambiguity.

How to Correct and Improve the Sentence

Given the varying standards, how should one correct or



improve the sentence?
Option 1: Use "his or her" for formal correctness

- Corrected: "Has everyone turned in his or her
homework?"

Option 2: Use "their" for modern, inclusive language
- Acceptable: "Has everyone turned in their homework?"
Option 3: Rephrase to avoid pronoun ambiguity

- Alternative: "Has all the students turned in their
homework?"

Option 4: Use plural construction

- Example: "Have all the students turned in their
homework?"

Best Practices for Writers and Communicators

1. Know Your Audience and Context: Formal, academic,
or legal documents may favor "his or her," while casual
communication can comfortably use "their."

2. Maintain Consistency: Choose a style and stick with it
throughout your document.



3. Prioritize Clarity: When in doubt, rephrase sentences
to eliminate ambiguous pronoun use.

4. Stay Updated on Style Guides: Modern style guides
increasingly endorse singular "their," reflecting
evolving language norms.

5. Be Sensitive to Inclusivity: Use gender-neutral
language to promote inclusivity and respect.

Summary and Conclusion

The phrase "Has everyone turned in their homework?"
exemplifies a common pronoun agreement issue that
has evolved over time. From a purely traditional
grammatical standpoint, replacing "their" with "his or
her" might be warranted, especially in formal contexts.
However, contemporary usage trends, supported by
major style guides, accept "their" as a singular, gender-
neutral pronoun when referring to indefinite pronouns
like "everyone."

Key Takeaways:

- The core grammatical rule: indefinite pronouns like
"everyone" are singular and traditionally require
singular pronouns.

- Modern usage: "their" as a singular pronoun is widely
accepted and encouraged for inclusivity.



- Correction depends on context: Formal writing may
prefer "his or her," while informal or inclusive writing
accepts "their."

- Rephrasing can often improve clarity and correctness.

Ultimately, understanding the nuance behind pronoun
agreement allows writers and speakers to communicate
effectively and appropriately across various contexts.
Recognizing that language is dynamic and that rules
adapt over time ensures clarity, correctness, and
inclusivity in communication.

In essence, the correction of the pronoun error in "Has
everyone turned in their homework?" is less about strict
adherence to outdated rules and more about aligning
with current standards, audience expectations, and the
purpose of the communication. Whether you choose
“"their" or "his or her," the goal remains the same: clear,
correct, and respectful expression.
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