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Hernan Cortez Wanted To Reach The Aztec Empire With His Army To accomplish a series of
strategic, economic, and political objectives that would ultimately reshape the history of the New World.
His expedition was driven by the desire to claim new territories for Spain, acquire immense wealth,
and establish Spain’s dominance over the powerful Aztec civilization. In this article, we will explore in
detail Hernan Cortez’s motivations, the context of his expedition, and the methods he used to achieve

his goals.

Historical Background: Spain’s Age of Exploration and

Conquest

Before delving into Cortez’s specific intentions, it’s important to understand the broader context of the

early 16th century, a period marked by European exploration and territorial expansion.

The European Drive for New Lands

During the late 15th and early 16th centuries, European powers were motivated by the search for new
trade routes, wealth, and territorial expansion. Spain, following the Reconquista and the voyages of

Columbus, was eager to establish its presence in the New World.



The Fall of the Aztec Empire

The Aztec Empire, centered in present-day Mexico, was one of the most powerful and sophisticated
civilizations in the Americas. Its capital, Tenochtitlan, was a marvel of urban planning and culture. The
Aztec rulers controlled vast territories and accumulated wealth through tribute systems. Hernan

Cortez’s expedition aimed to overthrow this empire to facilitate Spanish colonization.

Hernan Cortez’s Motivation to Reach the Aztec Empire

Cortez’s journey was fueled by multiple intertwined objectives:

e Seeking Wealth and Riches: The primary motivation was to acquire gold, silver, and other
valuable resources. The reports of abundant wealth in the Aztec Empire enticed many

conquistadors, including Cortez.

¢ Expansion of Spanish Influence: Conquering the Aztec Empire would expand Spain’s territorial

claims and increase its influence in the New World.

* Personal Glory and Fame: Cortez sought to establish himself as a legendary explorer and military

leader, gaining fame and recognition within Spain.

* Religious Evangelism: Conversion of indigenous populations to Christianity was a proclaimed

goal, intertwined with the justification for conquest.

The Journey to the Aztec Empire



Initial Expedition and Landing in Mexico

In 1519, Hernan Cortez led an expedition with approximately 600 men, several horses, and artillery.
They landed on the eastern coast of present-day Mexico, in the region of Veracruz. From there,

Cortez’s objectives were clear: locate the inland empire of the Aztec civilization.

Strategic Alliances and Diplomacy

Cortez recognized early on that defeating the Aztec Empire would require more than just military
might. He formed alliances with indigenous groups who were enemies or rivals of the Aztecs, such as

the Tlaxcalans. These alliances were crucial for the following reasons:

¢ Provided additional warriors and resources

e Helped in gathering intelligence on Aztec politics and defenses

¢ Facilitated the eventual siege of Tenochtitlan

The Conquest of the Aztec Empire: How Cortez Achieved His

Mission

Capturing Montezuma II

One of Cortez’s early significant moves was the capture of Aztec Emperor Montezuma Il. This act
destabilized the Aztec leadership and created internal chaos, which Cortez exploited to advance his

military campaign.



Strategic Use of Warfare and Technology

Cortez’s army utilized advanced European weaponry—guns, cannons, steel swords, and armor—which
gave them a technological advantage over the Aztec warriors armed primarily with wooden weapons

and obsidian blades.

Siege and Fall of Tenochtitlan

The final phase involved a brutal siege of the Aztec capital in 1521. Cortez’s forces, reinforced by
alliances and superior weaponry, cut off supplies and launched numerous assaults. The city fell after

months of fighting, marking the end of the Aztec Empire.

What Did Cortez Want To Achieve With His Army?

Summing up Cortez’s ambitions and goals:

1. Establish Spanish Sovereignty

He aimed to claim the Aztec lands for Spain, establishing a foothold that would serve as a basis for

further colonization and resource extraction.

2. Acquire Wealth

The conquest was driven by the desire to plunder gold, silver, and other valuables. The riches of the

Aztec Empire were legendary, and Cortez believed they could transform Spain’s economy.



3. Expand Christianity

Religious motives played a role, with the goal of converting the indigenous population to Christianity

and eradicating pagan practices.

4. Demonstrate Military and Political Power

Cortez’s success would showcase Spain’s military prowess and enable the establishment of colonial

governance structures.

5. Personal Recognition and Legacy

Cortez sought to cement his reputation as a bold explorer and conqueror, securing his place in history.

Controversies and Legacy of Cortez’s Expedition

While Cortez’s campaign led to the downfall of the Aztec Empire, it also sparked significant

controversy:
¢ Ethical Concerns: The conquest involved violence, destruction of indigenous cultures, and the
exploitation of native populations.

* Impact on Indigenous Societies: The conquest led to the decline of the Aztec civilization and the

onset of Spanish colonialism, with lasting cultural and demographic effects.

 Historical Significance: Cortez’s journey marked the beginning of European domination in the

Americas and significantly altered world history.



Conclusion

Hernan Cortez wanted to reach the Aztec Empire with his army to secure wealth, expand Spain’s
territories, spread Christianity, and establish himself as a legendary figure. His strategic alliances,
technological advantages, and military prowess enabled him to overthrow one of the most powerful
civilizations in the Americas. While his conquest is celebrated as a pivotal moment in history, it also
raises important ethical questions about colonization and the impact on indigenous peoples. Today,
Cortez remains a complex and controversial figure whose ambitions changed the course of history

forever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Hernan Cortez's main goal in reaching the Aztec Empire
with his army?

Hernan Cortez aimed to conquer the Aztec Empire and claim its vast wealth, particularly gold and

other valuable resources.
Why did Hernan Cortez want to reach the Aztec Empire with his army?
He wanted to establish Spanish dominance, spread Christianity, and gain access to the empire's

riches.

What motivated Hernan Cortez to pursue his campaign against the
Aztecs?

His motivations included wealth, territorial expansion, and the desire to convert indigenous peoples to

Christianity.



How did Hernan Cortez plan to reach the Aztec Empire with his army?

He navigated the coast of Mexico by sea and overland through difficult terrain to approach the Aztec

capital, Tenochtitlan.

What challenges did Hernan Cortez face in reaching the Aztec Empire
with his forces?

He faced logistical obstacles, resistance from indigenous groups, unfamiliar terrain, and the need to

forge alliances.

What was Hernan Cortez's strategic purpose in reaching the Aztec
Empire with his army?

His strategic purpose was to overthrow the Aztec ruler Montezuma, seize control of Tenochtitlan, and

establish Spanish authority.

In what way did Hernan Cortez's journey to the Aztec Empire impact
history?

His expedition led to the fall of the Aztec Empire, marking the beginning of Spanish dominance in

Mexico and significant colonial consequences.

Additional Resources
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The story of Hernan Cortés’s expedition to the Aztec Empire is one of the most compelling narratives
of conquest, exploration, and cultural collision in early modern history. Initiated in 1519, Cortés’s
journey was driven by a complex mixture of personal ambition, geopolitical strategy, and the pursuit of

wealth, ultimately leading to the dramatic fall of the Aztec Empire. Central to this tale is the question:



Hernan Cortez Wanted To Reach The Aztec Empire With His Army To__ —a prompt that invites us to
explore the multifaceted motives behind Cortés’s campaign, the strategic objectives guiding his

expedition, and the profound consequences that ensued.

The Context of Hernan Cortés’s Expedition

Before delving into the motives, it is essential to understand the historical and geopolitical backdrop of
the early 16th century. The Spanish Crown was eager to expand its territories in the New World
following Columbus’s voyages, and conquistadors like Cortés were motivated by a combination of
gold, glory, and religious zeal. Meanwhile, indigenous civilizations such as the Aztec Empire (known as
the Triple Alliance of Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, and Tlacopan) had established complex societies with

impressive architecture, rich cultural traditions, and formidable military power.
Cortés’s arrival in the Mexican basin was not merely an exploratory endeavor but a calculated venture

aimed at establishing Spanish dominance over new territories, securing resources, and gaining access

to the wealth of the Aztec civilization.

Hernan Cortés’s Primary Objectives: Why did he set out?

Hernan Cortés’s motivations for reaching the Aztec Empire with his army can be understood through

several intertwined objectives:

1. To Acquire Wealth and Resources



The primary motivation for most conquistadors was the pursuit of riches. The legend of Aztec gold and
the allure of the empire’s vast wealth prompted Cortés to undertake the expedition. The Aztecs were
known for their extensive tribute system, which included gold, silver, and precious stones. Cortés

aimed to:

- Capture the treasures of Tenochtitlan.

- Secure access to the region’s abundant resources.

- Enrich Spain and fund further expeditions.

2. To Expand Spanish Territorial Influence

Cortés’s ambition extended beyond individual wealth. He sought to establish Spanish dominance

across the region, laying claim to new territories for Spain. This involved:

- Establishing alliances with local indigenous groups hostile to the Aztecs.

- Creating a strategic foothold in Mesoamerica.

- Demonstrating Spanish military power to intimidate rivals.

3. To Spread Christianity and Convert Indigenous Peoples

Religious zeal was a significant component of Spanish expansionism. Cortés believed that converting

indigenous populations to Christianity was a divine mission, often intertwined with the conquest itself.

His objectives included:

- Spreading Catholic faith.

- Suppressing pagan religious practices.

- Justifying conquest as a religious duty.

4. To Demonstrate Personal and National Prestige

Conquests were also a matter of personal reputation and national pride. Successful campaigns would



elevate Cortés’s status and contribute to Spain’s prestige as a colonial power. The expedition was as

much about personal ambition as it was about imperial strategy.

Strategic and Military Goals of Cortés’s Expedition

Understanding Cortés’s specific strategic objectives reveals how he approached the daunting task of

reaching and subjugating the Aztec Empire.
1. Navigating Political Alliances

Cortés recognized that direct confrontation with the Aztec’s formidable military might would be

challenging. Instead, he focused on:

- Forming alliances with indigenous groups oppressed by the Aztecs, such as the Tlaxcalans.
- Exploiting existing rivalries among city-states to weaken Aztec power.

- Establishing a coalition that could support his military campaign.

2. Capturing Key Strategic Locations

Cortés aimed to seize control of critical sites, including:

- Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital.

- Key supply routes and trade hubs.

- Coastal ports to facilitate reinforcements and supplies.

3. Establishing a Spanish Stronghold

Upon arrival, Cortés sought to establish a fortified base—initially at Veracruz—to control movement and



prepare for the eventual assault on Tenochtitlan.
4. Use of Psychological Warfare and Diplomacy

Cortés employed a combination of diplomacy, deception, and military intimidation to weaken Aztec

resistance before direct confrontation.

How Cortés’s Military Campaign Unfolded: Reaching the Aztec

Empire

The journey from the coast to the heart of the Aztec Empire was marked by a series of strategic

maneuvers, alliances, and battles.
1. Initial Contact and Alliance with Indigenous Groups

Cortés arrived on the Mexican coast in 1519 and quickly moved inland. Recognizing the Aztecs’

dominance, he sought allies among their enemies.

- The Tlaxcalans became a crucial partner, providing thousands of warriors.

- Cortés’s diplomacy and strategic marriages helped solidify alliances.
2. Journey Toward Tenochtitlan

Cortés’s march was characterized by tactical positioning and negotiation. His army faced challenges

from unfamiliar terrain, hostile tribes, and the threat of Aztec reprisals.

3. The Capture of Tenochtitlan



In 1519, Cortés entered the Aztec capital and installed their emperor, Montezuma I, as a puppet ruler.

This move was both strategic and symbolic, aiming to establish control without immediate warfare.
4. The Conquest and Fall of the Aztec Empire

Following a series of conflicts, including the infamous “Night of Tears” and subsequent battles,

Cortés’s forces laid siege to Tenochtitlan, culminating in the city’s fall in 1521.

The Legacy and Implications of Cortés’s Motives

The motives behind Cortés’s expedition—wealth, territorial expansion, religious conversion, and

personal glory—had profound and lasting implications.
1. Cultural and Demographic Impact
The conquest resulted in the collapse of Aztec civilization, leading to:

- Massive loss of indigenous lives due to warfare and disease.

- Cultural upheaval and the destruction of temples, records, and traditions.
2. Colonial Foundations

Cortés’s campaign laid the groundwork for New Spain, establishing a model of colonization that would

shape Latin America for centuries.
3. Controversies and Ethical Questions

Modern perspectives question the morality of Cortés’s motives and methods, highlighting issues of



exploitation, violence, and cultural destruction.

Conclusion: The Multifaceted Motives of Hernan Cortés

Hernan Cortez Wanted To Reach The Aztec Empire With His Army To____—a question that
encapsulates the complex interplay of greed, ambition, religious zeal, and strategic calculation. His
expedition was motivated not merely by a desire for riches but also by a vision of empire-building and
religious evangelism. These motives drove him to undertake a perilous journey across uncharted
territories, forging alliances, employing military innovation, and ultimately transforming the political

landscape of the Americas.

The conquest of the Aztec Empire remains one of history’s most illustrative examples of how individual
ambitions and imperial ambitions can intersect, resulting in profound cultural shifts and historical
consequences. While Cortés’s motives were undoubtedly multifaceted, the enduring legacy of his

expedition continues to serve as a poignant reflection on the complexities of exploration and conquest.
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This detailed exploration underscores that Hernan Cortés’s motives for reaching the Aztec Empire
were driven by a confluence of personal ambition, economic interests, religious objectives, and
strategic military considerations—all of which culminated in one of history’s most significant and

transformative conquests.
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