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Understanding the pedagogical approach of Ron Jies in framing the goal of The
Third Wave offers valuable insights into how educators can inspire critical
thinking, discipline, and social responsibility among students. The Third
Wave was a social experiment conducted by Ron Jies in a high school classroom
during the early 1960s, designed to demonstrate the rise of fascism and the
ease with which ordinary individuals can conform to authoritative systems.
Jies’s method of framing this experiment's goal was pivotal in ensuring
students grasped the seriousness and relevance of their actions, fostering a
deeper understanding of societal dynamics.

Contextual Background of The Third Wave Experiment

Before delving into how Ron Jies framed the goal, it’s essential to
understand the context of the experiment. The Third Wave was initiated as a
response to a teaching challenge: how to make high school students understand
the mechanisms of fascism and conformity that led to the rise of Nazi
Germany. Jies, a history teacher, aimed to create an experiential learning
environment that would leave a lasting impression on students about the
dangers of authoritarianism.

Initially, the experiment began as a simple classroom activity to demonstrate
discipline and unity. However, it quickly escalated, revealing how quickly
social movements can form and how individuals often conform to authority,
sometimes at the expense of personal morals.

How Did Ron Jies Frame the Goal Of The Third Wave To His Students?

Ron Jies’s success in guiding his students through the experiment hinged on
his strategic framing of the goal. His approach was both pedagogical and
ethical, emphasizing clarity, relevance, and emotional engagement. Below are
the key facets of how Jies articulated the purpose of The Third Wave to his
students.

Clarifying the Educational Purpose

1. Establishing the Relevance of the Experiment

Jies began by explicitly connecting the experiment to real-world historical
events, particularly the rise of fascism in Nazi Germany. He explained to
students that understanding the mechanisms of conformity and authority is
crucial for recognizing how such regimes gain power and influence.

> “This isn’t just about a classroom activity; it’s about understanding how
ordinary people can become complicit in atrocities, often without realizing
it,” Jies emphasized.

2. Framing the Goal as a Lesson in Social Psychology

Jies positioned the experiment as a practical lesson in social psychology,
emphasizing that the goal was to explore human behavior under authoritative
influence. He made it clear that the intent was to simulate and analyze
social dynamics rather than to promote any political ideology.



> “Our goal is to observe how group pressures and authority can influence
individual actions,” he told students.

Emphasizing Ethical Responsibility and Critical Thinking

3. Promoting Self-Awareness and Moral Reflection

Jies framed the experiment as a chance for students to reflect on their own
potential for obedience and conformity. He wanted them to recognize that such
tendencies are natural but must be critically examined.

> “I want each of you to think about your own reactions and question why you
might follow orders that conflict with your morals,” he stated.

4. Encouraging Critical Inquiry, Not Blind Obedience

He clarified that the purpose was not to endorse conformity but to understand
it, fostering a mindset of critical inquiry. Students were encouraged to
question authority and consider the moral implications of their behavior.

> “Our aim is to learn, not to obey blindly. Question everything, especially
when it feels wrong,” Jies advised.

Building a Safe and Respectful Learning Environment

5. Establishing Clear Boundaries and Ethical Guidelines

Jies made sure students understood the boundaries of the experiment,
emphasizing that participation was voluntary and that ethical considerations
were paramount. He framed the goal as a learning experience rooted in safety
and respect.

> “This is a safe space for learning. If anyone feels uncomfortable, they
should speak up,” he reassured students.

6. Framing the Experiment as a Shared Journey

He positioned the experiment as a collective educational journey, where each
student’s participation contributed to a greater understanding of societal
mechanisms. This fostered a sense of shared responsibility and engagement.

Communicating the Broader Implications

7. Connecting Classroom Learning to Society

Jies explicitly linked the experiment’s lessons to contemporary societal
issues, such as authoritarianism, peer pressure, and civic responsibility.

> “What we learn here can help us recognize and resist dangerous tendencies
in our own community,” he explained.

8. Inspiring Personal and Societal Awareness

He aimed to inspire students to be vigilant about their own behaviors and to
understand their role in promoting democratic values and human rights.

The Impact of Jies’s Framing Strategy

Ron Jies’s careful and strategic framing of the goal was instrumental in



ensuring that students not only participated in the experiment but also
internalized its lessons. His emphasis on relevance, morality, critical
thinking, and ethical boundaries helped students see the experiment as more
than a classroom activity; it became a compelling lesson about human nature
and societal responsibility.

Key Takeaways from Ron Jies’s Framing Approach

- Clarity of Purpose: Clearly articulate the educational objectives and
relevance.
- Ethical Emphasis: Prioritize safety, respect, and moral reflection.
- Critical Inquiry: Encourage questioning of authority rather than blind
obedience.
- Personal Reflection: Foster self-awareness about conformity and obedience.
- Societal Connection: Link classroom experiences to broader social issues.

Conclusion

Ron Jies’s method of framing the goal of The Third Wave was a masterclass in
pedagogical strategy. By clearly articulating the purpose, emphasizing
ethical considerations, and connecting the experiment to real-world issues,
he created a learning environment that was both impactful and responsible.
His approach not only demonstrated the psychological mechanisms behind
conformity and authoritarianism but also empowered students to think
critically about their own roles in society. Understanding how Jies framed
this important lesson offers valuable insights into effective teaching
methods that promote critical consciousness and ethical awareness among
learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Ron Jies' main approach to framing the goal
of the Third Wave to his students?

Ron Jies emphasized the importance of discipline, community, and
understanding the social dynamics of fascism to help students grasp the
dangers of authoritarianism and to promote critical thinking about social
responsibility.

How did Ron Jies ensure students understood the
relevance of the Third Wave to contemporary society?

He connected the experiment to current social and political issues,
highlighting how easily individuals can be influenced and how authoritarian
tendencies can emerge in modern contexts.

What teaching methods did Ron Jies use to communicate
the goals of the Third Wave to his students?

He employed experiential activities, group discussions, and role-playing
exercises to make the abstract concepts tangible and to demonstrate the
mechanisms of conformity and obedience.



In what way did Ron Jies frame the goal of the Third
Wave to promote critical awareness among students?

He framed it as a way to help students recognize the signs of
authoritarianism and to understand their own potential for complicity,
encouraging vigilance and personal responsibility.

Did Ron Jies set specific objectives for his students
regarding the Third Wave experiment, and what were
they?

Yes, he aimed for students to understand group dynamics, recognize the ease
of authoritarian rule, and develop a critical perspective on social
conformity and power structures.

How did Ron Jies frame the ethical implications of
the Third Wave to his students?

He emphasized the importance of moral responsibility and cautioned students
about the dangers of blind obedience, fostering discussions about ethics and
individual accountability.

What was the intended impact of Ron Jies' framing of
the Third Wave's goal on his students?

He intended to raise awareness about the mechanisms of social influence and
to empower students to resist authoritarian impulses, fostering democratic
values and critical thinking skills.

Additional Resources
How Did Ron Jies Frame The Goal Of The Third Wave To His Students?

Understanding how Ron Jies framed the goal of the Third Wave is essential to
grasping the educational and philosophical underpinnings of this influential
social experiment. Jies, a high school teacher, created the Third Wave as a
classroom project to demonstrate the rise of Fascism and the importance of
critical thinking about authority, conformity, and power structures. His
approach was both pedagogical and strategic, carefully crafted to maximize
student engagement while delivering a powerful lesson on societal dynamics.
This analysis delves into how Jies articulated the goal, the methods he
employed, and the broader implications of his framing.

---

The Context of the Third Wave Experiment

Before examining how Jies framed the goal, it’s important to understand the
context in which the experiment took place.



The Origins of the Experiment
- The Third Wave was initiated in 1967 at Cubberley High School in Palo Alto,
California.
- Ron Jies, the history teacher, aimed to demonstrate how ordinary
individuals could be swayed into fascist behavior when certain social and
psychological conditions are met.
- The project was inspired by real historical events, particularly the rise
of Nazi Germany.

The Educational Motivation
- Jies wanted students to experience firsthand the mechanisms of
authoritarian movements.
- The goal was to foster critical awareness of conformity, obedience, and
groupthink.
- He sought to make history tangible and personal, moving beyond textbook
knowledge to experiential understanding.

---

Framing the Goal: The Core Objectives and
Messaging

Ron Jies’s framing of the Third Wave’s goal was multifaceted, designed to be
compelling, instructive, and ethically responsible. His primary aim was to
foster a deep understanding of the social psychology behind authoritarianism
while encouraging students to critically analyze societal behaviors.

Primary Goal: Demonstrating the Power of Conformity
and Authority
- Jies emphasized that the experiment’s core purpose was to show how easily
individuals could conform to a group or authority, even when their actions
conflicted with personal morals.
- The framing was explicit: students should see firsthand how social pressure
can override individual judgment.
- He communicated that understanding this process was essential in preventing
history’s darker chapters from repeating.

Secondary Goals: Critical Thinking and Ethical
Reflection
- Jies wanted students to reflect on the ethical implications of obedience
and conformity.
- The experiment aimed to develop their capacity for critical analysis of
authority figures and societal norms.
- He encouraged students to question authority and recognize the signs of
dangerous social dynamics.



Explicit Messaging and Language
- Jies used clear, purposeful language to set the tone:
- "We are going to simulate a social movement to understand how it begins."
- "Our goal is to see how ordinary people can get caught up in something
larger than themselves."
- "This is a lesson in awareness—so we can recognize these patterns in the
real world."

- He avoided sensationalism, instead framing the experiment as an educational
tool grounded in psychology and history.

---

How Did Jies Communicate the Goal to Students?

The manner of communication was crucial in shaping student engagement and
understanding. Jies used various strategies to frame the goal effectively.

Creating Context and Setting Expectations
- Before starting, Jies provided students with background on the rise of
fascist regimes.
- He explained that the experiment was meant to be a controlled simulation,
not a real movement.
- Expectations were clearly set: students would participate in a role-playing
activity designed to illustrate social psychological principles.

Using Persuasive and Inclusive Language
- Jies framed the goal as a shared learning journey:
- “We’re all in this together to understand something vital about human
nature.”
- He emphasized that the experiment was a safe environment for exploration
and reflection.
- This inclusive language fostered trust and openness.

Highlighting the Educational Value
- Jies made it clear that the primary purpose was educational:
- “The point is not to judge but to learn.”
- “By understanding how this works, we can better recognize similar patterns
in society.”

Addressing Ethical Concerns Transparently
- He was upfront about the ethical considerations:
- “We will explore difficult topics, but we will do so responsibly.”
- This transparency helped students approach the experiment with seriousness
and a reflective mindset.

---



Framing the Goal as a Learning Experience

Jies’s approach was rooted in experiential learning. He aimed to make the
goal feel relevant and urgent.

Emphasizing Personal Responsibility
- He framed the experiment as a mirror to individual choices:
- “This is about understanding your own potential for conformity.”
- This personal connection made the goal resonate on a deeper level.

Encouraging Critical Self-Reflection
- Jies prompted students to think about:
- When have they felt pressured to conform?
- How do authority figures influence their decisions?
- What moral boundaries are crossed in group settings?

Linking to Historical and Contemporary Issues
- He connected the experiment to real-world issues:
- “Think about how societies have allowed oppressive regimes to take hold.”
- “Recognize the signs of conformity that can lead to dangerous outcomes.”

---

Strategies Used by Jies to Frame the Goal
Effectively

Ron Jies employed multiple pedagogical strategies to ensure the framing of
the goal was impactful.

Role-Playing and Simulation
- Students were assigned roles (e.g., student leader, follower).
- The simulation created a visceral understanding of authority and obedience.
- This immersive approach made the goal tangible and memorable.

Guided Discussions and Debriefs
- After the activity, Jies facilitated discussions:
- “What did you feel during the experiment?”
- “Why did you follow or resist authority?”
- These reflections helped cement the understanding of the goal and process.

Use of Analogies and Historical Examples
- Jies drew parallels between the experiment and historical events like Nazi
Germany, emphasizing the relevance.



- Analogies made abstract concepts concrete.

Creating a Safe and Supportive Environment
- Emphasizing respect and openness fostered honest participation.
- Students felt comfortable discussing their reactions and insights.

---

Impact of Jies’s Framing on Student Experience
and Learning

The way Jies framed the goal significantly influenced student engagement and
learning outcomes.

Enhanced Awareness and Critical Thinking
- Students gained a nuanced understanding of social influence.
- The framing encouraged skepticism about authority and the importance of
individual moral judgment.

Empathy and Moral Reflection
- Students developed empathy for victims of authoritarian regimes.
- They reflected on moral dilemmas faced by individuals under oppressive
systems.

Long-term Educational Impacts
- The experiment left a lasting impression, influencing students’
perspectives on social behavior.
- It became a case study in understanding conformity, obedience, and the
importance of civic awareness.

---

Broader Ethical and Pedagogical Considerations

While effective, Jies’s framing also raises questions about ethics and
pedagogical limits.

Ethical Framing and Responsibility
- Ensuring students understood they were not endorsing authoritarian
behavior.
- Balancing provocative teaching with ethical responsibility.



Limitations of the Approach
- Potential for students to misunderstand or over-identify with roles.
- Necessity of thorough debriefing to clarify lessons learned.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Framing in Educational
Experiments

Ron Jies’s framing of the Third Wave’s goal exemplifies how strategic
communication shapes educational outcomes. His careful
articulation—emphasizing societal relevance, personal responsibility, and
critical inquiry—transformed a classroom simulation into a profound lesson on
human behavior. By framing the goal as a journey of understanding,
reflection, and awareness, Jies not only engaged students but also fostered
lasting insights into the mechanics of authority and conformity. This
approach remains a powerful example of pedagogical effectiveness and ethical
responsibility in experiential learning, demonstrating that how educators
communicate their goals can profoundly influence the depth and impact of
student learning.
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