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The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), adopted by the United Nations in July
2017, represents a significant milestone in the global effort to eliminate nuclear arsenals and prevent
their proliferation. It is the first legally binding international agreement that comprehensively prohibits
nuclear weapons, with the ultimate goal of their total abolition. As of now, the treaty has garnered
support from numerous countries, primarily non-nuclear-weapon states and those advocating for
nuclear disarmament. However, a crucial question remains: is Russia, one of the world's nuclear-
armed states, a party to this historic treaty? The answer is straightforward—no, Russia is not a
signatory nor a party to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. To understand the
implications of this position and its context within global disarmament efforts, it is essential to explore
Russia’s stance, the treaty’s content, and its relationship with other key nuclear treaties.

Background of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons

Origins and Objectives
The TPNW emerged from a growing international movement advocating for the complete abolition of
nuclear weapons. Initiated by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)
framework, the TPNW aims to stigmatize nuclear arsenals, prohibit their development, testing,
production, stockpiling, transfer, and use or threat of use. Its primary objectives include:

Eliminating nuclear weapons globally

Promoting nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation

Establishing a normative framework that delegitimizes nuclear armaments

The treaty emphasizes humanitarian concerns associated with nuclear weapons, including their
catastrophic effects on human health, the environment, and international security.

Key Provisions
Some of the core provisions of the TPNW include:

Prohibition of development, testing, production, acquisition, possession, stockpiling, use, or
threat of use of nuclear weapons



Obligation to provide assistance to victims of nuclear weapon use and environmental
remediation

Transparency and cooperation measures among states parties

Despite its comprehensive scope, the treaty explicitly states that it does not affect existing
international agreements such as the NPT, nor does it oblige states that are not parties to join.

Russia’s Position Regarding the TPNW

Russia’s Stance and Official Comments
From the outset, Russia has been openly critical of the TPNW. The Russian government has
consistently maintained that the treaty is incompatible with the existing security architecture and the
strategic stability maintained through nuclear deterrence. Official statements from Russian officials,
including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, emphasize the following points:

The TPNW undermines the nuclear non-proliferation regime embodied by the NPT

It disregards the strategic realities and security concerns of nuclear-armed states

Russia considers nuclear weapons essential for its national defense and deterrence posture

Furthermore, Russia notes that the treaty lacks provisions for the disarmament obligations of nuclear-
weapon states under the NPT, leading to skepticism about its effectiveness and fairness.

Non-Participation in the Treaty
Russia has not signed or ratified the TPNW. This position aligns with other nuclear-armed states such
as the United States, China, France, the United Kingdom, and India, which have also chosen to remain
outside the treaty. Russia’s refusal to participate is rooted in its belief that nuclear disarmament must
be achieved through negotiated reductions within existing frameworks rather than through legally
binding prohibitions that exclude nuclear-armed states.

The Strategic and Political Context

Russia’s Nuclear Doctrine and Security Concerns
Russia’s nuclear doctrine emphasizes the importance of nuclear weapons as a deterrent against
potential threats. The country maintains a robust arsenal of approximately 4,000 nuclear warheads,
making it one of the largest nuclear powers globally. Key points include:



Maintaining strategic stability through nuclear deterrence1.

Modernizing its nuclear forces to ensure credible deterrence2.

Opposing unilateral disarmament initiatives that do not involve all nuclear-armed states3.

Russia perceives its nuclear capabilities as vital to its national sovereignty and regional security,
especially amidst ongoing geopolitical tensions.

Relations with Other Nuclear-Armed States and Treaties
The stance of Russia on nuclear disarmament is also influenced by its interactions with other nuclear
powers and treaties:

New START Treaty: Russia and the U.S. have engaged in bilateral negotiations to limit
strategic offensive arms, with the New START treaty being a cornerstone of nuclear arms
control. Russia views such treaties as effective tools for transparency and stability.

NPT: Russia is a recognized nuclear-weapon state under the NPT, which it regards as the
primary framework for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament.

Opposition to the TPNW: Russia sees the TPNW as undermining these existing agreements
and creating divisions among states in the pursuit of disarmament.

The Impact of Russia’s Non-Participation

Global Disarmament Efforts
Russia’s decision not to join the TPNW has several implications:

It limits the treaty’s universal acceptance, restricting its influence primarily to non-nuclear-
weapon states that are not part of existing nuclear alliances.

It may reinforce the divide between nuclear-weapon states and non-nuclear-weapon states,
complicating future disarmament negotiations.

It underscores the importance of multilateral treaties like the NPT, which include nuclear-
weapon states and aim for reciprocal disarmament measures.



Potential for Future Negotiations
While Russia is not a party to the TPNW, the treaty’s existence has prompted renewed discussions on
disarmament:

It has increased international awareness of the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons.

It has encouraged some non-nuclear-weapon states to push for disarmament commitments.

It may influence future negotiations, especially if global tensions diminish and trust in
disarmament measures increases.

Conclusion: The Road Ahead for Russia and the TPNW

Russia’s stance on the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons remains firmly opposed, rooted
in strategic, security, and political considerations. Its non-participation underscores ongoing tensions
within the international disarmament regime and highlights the challenges in achieving a universally
accepted framework for nuclear abolition. While the TPNW has galvanized moral and humanitarian
debates on nuclear weapons, the persistence of nuclear-armed states outside the treaty indicates
that significant hurdles remain. Nonetheless, the treaty’s symbolism and the diplomatic discussions it
fosters continue to shape the global discourse on nuclear disarmament.

Looking forward, the path toward a world free of nuclear weapons will likely require bridging the
divides between disarmament advocates and nuclear-armed states. Building trust, expanding
dialogue, and demonstrating the security benefits of disarmament could eventually pave the way for
broader participation. Until then, Russia’s role as a nuclear-armed state outside the TPNW remains a
defining feature of the international nuclear landscape, influencing the prospects and strategies for
global disarmament efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Russia a signatory to the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons?
No, Russia is not a signatory to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. It has expressed
concerns about the treaty's implications for nuclear deterrence and maintains its nuclear arsenal
outside the treaty's scope.

Why did Russia choose not to join the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
Russia refrained from joining the treaty because it believes that nuclear deterrence is essential for
national security and that the treaty undermines existing strategic stability and its nuclear deterrent
capabilities.



What is Russia's stance on the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons?
Russia's stance is generally skeptical; it considers the treaty as unrealistic and potentially
destabilizing, emphasizing the importance of nuclear deterrence and modernization of its nuclear
forces.

Has Russia taken any steps towards nuclear disarmament
outside the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
Yes, Russia has engaged in arms control agreements such as New START with the United States and
has made commitments to reduce its nuclear stockpile, but it has not committed to the
comprehensive ban outlined in the treaty.

How does Russia view the global movement towards banning
nuclear weapons?
Russia generally views the global movement as well-intentioned but believes that a complete ban
without addressing strategic stability and security concerns could be counterproductive.

What are the implications of Russia not being part of the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
Russia's non-participation means that nuclear disarmament efforts are less comprehensive, and it
maintains its nuclear capabilities outside the treaty's framework, which could impact global
disarmament progress and security dynamics.

Are there any ongoing discussions involving Russia regarding
nuclear disarmament treaties?
Yes, Russia continues to participate in strategic stability talks and arms control negotiations, such as
the New START extension, but it has not shown interest in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons.

Additional Resources
Is Russia In The Treaty On The Prohibition Of Nuclear Weapons?

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), often called the Nuclear Weapon Ban
Treaty, represents a significant shift in the global approach to nuclear disarmament. Adopted by the
United Nations in July 2017, the TPNW aims to eliminate nuclear weapons entirely, prohibiting their
development, testing, production, stockpiling, transfer, and use. As the treaty continues to shape
international disarmament discourse, an essential question arises: Is Russia in the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons? This inquiry is vital, given Russia's status as one of the world's
nuclear-armed states, possessing the largest stockpile of nuclear weapons after the United States.



This long-form article explores the intricate landscape of Russia's stance regarding the TPNW,
examining historical context, official policies, geopolitical considerations, and the implications for
global nuclear disarmament efforts. Through a comprehensive analysis, we aim to clarify whether
Russia is a participant, supporter, or opponent of the treaty, and what this means for the future of
nuclear arms control.

---

Understanding the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons

Before delving into Russia's position, it’s essential to grasp what the TPNW entails.

Origins and Objectives
The TPNW emerged from decades of nuclear disarmament advocacy, spearheaded by non-nuclear-
weapon states and civil society groups. Its core objectives include:
- Complete prohibition of nuclear weapons
- Support for disarmament measures
- Assistance to victims of nuclear weapons
- Ensuring environmental remediation from nuclear activities

The treaty explicitly prohibits:
- Developing, testing, producing, acquiring, possessing, stockpiling, deploying, or threatening to use
nuclear weapons
- Assisting, encouraging, or inducing any of these activities
- Allowing nuclear weapons to be stationed or transit through the territory of signatory states

Global Significance and Signatories
Since its adoption, over 90 countries have signed and more than 50 have ratified the treaty. Notably,
the treaty has garnered widespread support among countries that are not nuclear-armed states,
emphasizing moral and humanitarian grounds over strategic or security concerns.

Limitations and Controversies
Despite its moral appeal, the TPNW faces criticism:
- Major nuclear-weapon states, including Russia, the United States, China, France, and the United
Kingdom, have not participated.
- Critics argue it undermines existing arms control agreements like the New START treaty.
- The treaty’s enforceability is questioned, as nuclear-armed states refuse to join.

---



Russia’s Official Position on the TPNW

Initial Responses and Statements
From the treaty’s inception, Russia’s stance has been largely dismissive. The Russian government,
along with other nuclear-weapon states, has articulated a clear position:

- Opposition to the TPNW: Russia refuses to sign or ratify the treaty, asserting that it is incompatible
with existing security agreements and nuclear deterrence policies.
- Concerns over Undermining Disarmament Frameworks: Russia emphasizes that the treaty distracts
from the core framework of nuclear arms control, notably the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and bilateral agreements like New START.
- Security and Strategic Stability: Russian officials argue that the treaty’s focus on prohibition rather
than disarmament could destabilize strategic stability, leading to increased risks of miscalculation or
nuclear escalation.

Official Statements and Policy Documents
In various international forums, Russian officials have reiterated their opposition:
- The Russian Foreign Ministry has described the TPNW as “dangerous and unrealistic,” asserting that
it “undermines the foundations of international security.”
- Russian leadership maintains that nuclear deterrence remains essential for national security and
global stability.
- Russia advocates for a continued focus on arms control negotiations within existing frameworks,
rather than new treaties that exclude nuclear-armed states.

Non-Participation and the Russian Stance
- Russia has not signed or ratified the TPNW.
- It has actively opposed efforts to expand the treaty’s scope or to link it with disarmament
negotiations.
- Russian officials have warned that the treaty could undermine strategic stability and complicate
existing arms control mechanisms.

---

Is Russia a Signatory or Participant in the TPNW?

Given the official stance, the straightforward answer is:

- Russia is not a signatory to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
- Russia is not a participant in the treaty’s mechanisms, nor does it recognize the treaty as legally
binding.

This status aligns with the position of other nuclear-armed states, reflecting a consensus that nuclear



disarmament should be pursued within the framework of the NPT and existing bilateral agreements.

---

Implications of Russia’s Non-Participation

The fact that Russia has not joined the TPNW has several implications:

Impact on Global Disarmament Efforts
- The non-participation of nuclear-armed states, especially Russia, creates a divide in the international
community.
- Civil society and many non-nuclear states view the treaty as a moral and political statement, even if
it lacks participation from nuclear-weapon states.
- Critics argue that the treaty may create a normative gap, where non-participation diminishes the
treaty’s potential to influence nuclear-armed states’ policies.

Geopolitical and Security Considerations
- Russia’s emphasis on nuclear deterrence underscores its view that nuclear weapons are central to
its national security.
- The treaty’s prohibition clauses are viewed as a threat to Russia’s strategic deterrent, especially
amid ongoing tensions with NATO and the United States.
- Russia perceives the treaty as potentially destabilizing, given that it does not address the nuclear-
weapon states’ arsenals directly.

Relationship with Arms Control Agreements
- Russia continues to participate in bilateral and multilateral arms control treaties, such as the New
START treaty.
- The treaty’s existence, alongside the TPNW, creates a complex diplomatic landscape where differing
approaches to disarmament coexist uneasily.

---

Domestic Perspectives within Russia

While official government policy is clear, understanding domestic perspectives enriches the analysis.

Military and Security Establishment
- The Russian military and security apparatus prioritize nuclear deterrence as a cornerstone of
national defense.



- Many within Russia see nuclear weapons as a guarantor of sovereignty, especially given the
country’s history and geopolitical challenges.

Civil Society and Public Opinion
- There is limited active civil engagement on nuclear disarmament within Russia, partly due to
government control and security concerns.
- However, some Russian academics and internationalists advocate for disarmament, emphasizing the
importance of strategic stability.

Political Leadership
- President Vladimir Putin has expressed skepticism toward treaties perceived as undermining
Russia’s security.
- Russia’s leadership maintains that disarmament must be balanced with strategic stability and
deterrence.

---

Future Trajectory: Can Russia Join the TPNW?

Given the current geopolitical climate and Russia’s strategic priorities, the prospects for Russia’s
participation in the TPNW appear limited in the near term.

Barriers to Entry
- Strategic and security concerns: Russia views nuclear weapons as vital to its national defense.
- Lack of political will: The government perceives the treaty as incompatible with its security
doctrines.
- Diplomatic isolation: Russia’s stance on the treaty contributes to its broader diplomatic positioning,
especially vis-à-vis Western countries.

Possible Scenarios
- Continued non-participation: Russia maintains its current stance, emphasizing bilateral and
multilateral arms control within existing frameworks.
- Conditional engagement: Russia might consider engagement if the treaty is revised to include
recognized nuclear-weapon states or if its security concerns are addressed.
- Shift in policy: A significant change in Russia’s security environment or leadership priorities could
lead to reconsideration, though such shifts are speculative.

Impact on Global Disarmament
- Russia’s non-entry underscores the persistent divide in nuclear disarmament diplomacy.



- It highlights the challenge of reconciling moral and humanitarian efforts with strategic security
considerations.
- The ongoing tension emphasizes the importance of pragmatic diplomacy and confidence-building
measures.

---

Conclusion

Is Russia in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons?
The answer, based on current facts and official policies, is a definitive no. Russia is not a signatory,
nor does it recognize the treaty as legally binding. Its position is rooted in strategic, security, and
geopolitical considerations, emphasizing the importance of nuclear deterrence and existing arms
control frameworks.

While the TPNW marks a significant moral and political milestone in the global movement toward
nuclear disarmament, Russia’s stance exemplifies the persistent divide between nuclear-armed states
and non-nuclear-weapon states. This divergence presents both challenges and opportunities for
future disarmament efforts.

The path forward likely involves continued diplomacy within existing treaties like the NPT and New
START, alongside ongoing dialogue aimed at reducing nuclear risks. For Russia, participation in the
TPNW remains unlikely unless fundamental shifts occur in its security calculus and international
relations.

In the broader context, the question of Russia’s involvement underscores the complex interplay of
morality, security, geopolitics, and diplomacy that continues to define the nuclear disarmament
landscape. Achieving a world free of nuclear weapons will require bridging
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