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the world of classical music through his extraordinary compositions,
innovative approaches, and dedication to preserving and promoting the rich
traditions of European musical heritage. Mendelssohn, a prolific composer,
conductor, and pianist of the 19th century, left an indelible mark on the
musical landscape that continues to influence artists and audiences today.
His contributions extend beyond merely creating beautiful music; he played a
pivotal role in rejuvenating interest in earlier composers, advancing musical
education, and shaping the Romantic era’s soundscape.

In this article, we explore in detail the most significant achievements of
Felix Mendelssohn, highlighting how his work transformed the trajectory of
Western classical music and why his legacy remains relevant in contemporary
times.

Felix Mendelssohn: A Brief Overview

Before delving into his most important accomplishments, it's essential to
understand who Felix Mendelssohn was. Born in Hamburg in 1809 into a wealthy
and culturally vibrant family, Mendelssohn was a child prodigy who displayed
extraordinary musical talent from an early age. His father, a banker and
philosopher, fostered his artistic pursuits, providing him with the resources
and education to develop his talents.

Mendelssohn’s prolific career spanned composition, conducting, and musical
education. His works encompass symphonies, concertos, chamber music, piano
pieces, and choral works. He is often credited with bridging the Classical
and Romantic eras, bringing a new depth of emotion to traditional forms while
maintaining structural clarity.

The Most Significant Contributions of Felix
Mendelssohn

Among Mendelssohn’s numerous achievements, certain actions and works stand
out as particularly transformative. Here, we explore the most important of
these, emphasizing how they contributed to the evolution of music and
cultural life.



1. Reviving Interest in Johann Sebastian Bach’s
Music

One of Mendelssohn's most enduring legacies was his pivotal role in reviving
Johann Sebastian Bach’s music, which had fallen into obscurity after the
composer’s death in 1750. During Mendelssohn’s lifetime, Bach’s works were
rarely performed or appreciated outside academic circles, and his reputation
was overshadowed by other Baroque composers.

Mendelssohn’s Contribution:

- The 1829 Performance of the St. Matthew Passion: Mendelssohn conducted a
groundbreaking performance of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion at the Sing-Akademie
zu Berlin. This event is widely regarded as the catalyst that sparked renewed
interest in Bach’s music across Europe.

- Advocacy and Preservation: Mendelssohn championed Bach’s compositions,
editing and publishing many of his works. His efforts helped establish Bach
as a central figure in the Western classical canon.

Impact:

Mendelssohn’s revival of Bach’s music not only elevated Bach’s reputation but
also influenced subsequent generations of composers. It helped integrate
Baroque techniques and structures into Romantic music and inspired a broader
appreciation for historical performance practices.

2. Composing Iconic Masterpieces

Mendelssohn’s creative output includes some of the most beloved works in
classical music history. His ability to blend classical forms with Romantic
expressiveness made his compositions timeless.

Key Masterpieces:

- “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” Overture and Incidental Music: Inspired by
Shakespeare’s play, this work exemplifies Mendelssohn’s gift for melodic
invention and orchestral color.

- Symphony No. 4 “Italian”: Celebrated for its sunny melodies and vibrant
orchestration, capturing the spirit of Italy.

- Violin Concerto in E Minor: A cornerstone of the violin repertoire,
renowned for its lyrical lines and structural innovation.

- Psalm 42 and Elijah: Significant choral works that showcase Mendelssohn’s
mastery in sacred music.



Legacy of his compositions:

Mendelssohn’s works continue to be performed worldwide, appreciated for their
clarity, emotional depth, and craftsmanship. They set standards for Romantic-
era composition and influenced countless composers.

3. Pioneering Conducting and Musical Leadership

Felix Mendelssohn was also a trailblazing conductor who elevated the role of
the conductor as a creative leader. His approach combined meticulous
rehearsal techniques with expressive conducting, setting new standards for
orchestral performance.

Major Conducting Roles:

- Principal Conductor of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra: Mendelssohn’s
association with this orchestra from 1835 until his death in 1847 was
instrumental in elevating its prominence.

- Founder of the Leipzig Conservatory: Established in 1843, the Conservatory
was one of the first institutions dedicated to formal musical education,
emphasizing rigorous training in performance, composition, and theory.

Impact:

His leadership helped professionalize orchestral performance and fostered the
development of a new generation of musicians. The Leipzig Conservatory became
a hub of musical innovation and training, influencing music education across
Europe.

4. Promoting Music Education and Cultural
Institutions

Mendelssohn believed in the importance of music education and cultural
dissemination. His efforts in founding and supporting institutions had a
lasting impact on the musical world.

Achievements:

- Leipzig Conservatory: As founder and director, Mendelssohn emphasized
comprehensive musical training, nurturing future composers and performers.

- Concert Organization and Touring: Mendelssohn organized concert series and
toured extensively, bringing high-quality performances to broader audiences.

Legacy:



His commitment to education helped democratize access to music and inspired
similar institutions worldwide. Mendelssohn’s pedagogical influence remains
evident in contemporary music conservatories.

5. Fusion of Classical Forms with Romantic
Expression

While Mendelssohn was rooted in classical traditions, he embraced Romantic
themes of emotion and individualism. His innovative blending of these
elements created a distinctive style that influenced the development of
Romantic music.

Features of Mendelssohn’s Style:

- Use of lyrical melodies and rich harmonies
- Integration of folk and regional musical elements
- Emphasis on clarity and form, even within expressive works
- Incorporation of programmatic elements, such as in his symphonies and
overtures

Significance:

This synthesis made his music accessible yet emotionally compelling, paving
the way for later Romantic composers like Brahms and Wagner.

Conclusion: Mendelssohn’s Enduring Legacy

Felix Mendelssohn’s contributions to music are multifaceted and profound.
Among his many achievements, his role in reviving Johann Sebastian Bach’s
music stands out as a transformative act that reshaped the musical landscape
of the 19th century. His compositions continue to enthrall audiences, his
leadership in conducting and music education laid foundations for modern
orchestral practice, and his ability to blend classical precision with
Romantic passion set a standard for generations to come.

By championing cultural preservation, fostering new talent, and innovating
within traditional forms, Mendelssohn exemplified the qualities of a true
musical visionary. His legacy endures not only through his timeless works but
also as a catalyst for the ongoing evolution of Western classical music.

Keywords: Felix Mendelssohn, Bach revival, Mendelssohn compositions, Romantic
era music, classical music history, Mendelssohn’s legacy, Leipzig
Conservatory, Mendelssohn conducting, orchestral music, sacred music.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was one of Felix Mendelssohn's most significant
contributions to classical music?
One of Mendelssohn's most important contributions was reviving interest in
Baroque composers like J.S. Bach, notably through his performance of the St.
Matthew Passion, which brought renewed attention to Bach's work.

How did Felix Mendelssohn influence the Romantic
music era?
Mendelssohn helped shape the Romantic era with his expressive compositions,
such as the 'Hebrides Overture' and 'Songs Without Words,' blending classical
forms with Romantic emotional depth.

What role did Mendelssohn play in the development of
the Leipzig Conservatory?
Felix Mendelssohn founded the Leipzig Conservatory in 1843, which became a
leading institution for musical education and helped shape generations of
musicians.

Why is Mendelssohn's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'
considered a landmark in his career?
The overture and incidental music for 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' showcased
Mendelssohn's mastery in orchestration and remains one of his most beloved
works, cementing his reputation as a leading composer.

In what way did Mendelssohn contribute to the
revival of interest in early music?
He was instrumental in reviving and popularizing early music, especially
works by J.S. Bach, through performances, editions, and promoting historical
awareness of Baroque composers.

What was a major impact of Mendelssohn's work on
future composers?
Mendelssohn's innovative blending of classical clarity with Romantic
expressiveness influenced future composers like Brahms and Tchaikovsky,
encouraging a synthesis of traditional forms with emotional depth.



Additional Resources
One Of The Most Important Things That Felix Mendelssohn Did Was revolutionize
the landscape of 19th-century classical music through his exceptional ability
to synthesize the Classical and Romantic traditions, thereby fostering a
renewed appreciation for Bach and shaping the trajectory of Western music.
Mendelssohn’s career was marked by a series of groundbreaking
achievements—ranging from his revival of Bach’s music to his innovative
compositions and influential role as a conductor and educator. This article
explores, in detail, why this particular contribution stands out as one of
his most significant legacies, examining the context, impact, and lasting
influence of Mendelssohn’s work.

---

The Historical Context of Mendelssohn’s Era

Understanding the importance of Mendelssohn’s contributions requires a look
into the musical landscape of the early to mid-19th century. This was a
period characterized by rapid change, marked by the rise of Romanticism which
emphasized emotional expression, individualism, and the breaking away from
classical forms.

The Romantic Movement and Its Musical Manifestations
The Romantic era, spanning roughly from 1800 to 1900, saw composers like
Beethoven, Schumann, Wagner, and Liszt pushing boundaries. They sought to
infuse their works with personal emotion, national identity, and innovative
orchestration. While these developments enriched music, they also created a
divergence from older, classical traditions that some felt were being
overshadowed.

The Decline of Bach’s Popularity and the Revival
Movement
Johann Sebastian Bach, considered a titan of Baroque music, had fallen into
relative obscurity by the early 19th century. His complex counterpoint and
intricate structures were challenging for contemporary audiences, and his
music was often viewed as outdated. Mendelssohn, however, recognized the
profound genius of Bach and saw the potential for a renaissance of his works,
which would influence future generations.

---



Felix Mendelssohn’s Role in the Revival of
Johann Sebastian Bach

Arguably, Mendelssohn’s most enduring and transformative contribution was his
pivotal role in the revival of Bach’s music. This effort not only
reintroduced a forgotten master but also reshaped the way composers,
performers, and audiences engaged with Baroque music.

The 1829 Performance of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion
At the age of 20, Mendelssohn conducted a performance of Bach’s St. Matthew
Passion on March 11, 1829, at the Sing-Akademie zu Berlin. This event is
widely regarded as a watershed moment in music history, marking the first
major modern performance of this monumental work.

Key aspects of this event:
- Historical Significance: It brought Bach’s choral and orchestral mastery
into the public eye for the first time in over a century.
- Musical Authenticity: Mendelssohn’s interpretation sought to perform the
work with historical sensibilities, emphasizing clarity and transparency,
which influenced subsequent historically informed performances.
- Public Reception: The performance was met with surprise and admiration,
awakening a new appreciation for Bach’s genius among both critics and the
public.

The Impact of Mendelssohn’s Revival Efforts
Mendelssohn’s dedication to Bach’s music catalyzed a broader movement to
rediscover and honor the Baroque masters. His efforts:
- Restored Bach’s reputation among contemporary composers and audiences.
- Inspired a Bach revival across Europe, leading to increased performances,
editions, and scholarly interest.
- Influenced later musicians, including Brahms and Wagner, who acknowledged
Bach’s foundational importance.

Legacy of the Revival in Modern Performance Practice
Mendelssohn’s historical approach in performing Bach’s works laid the
groundwork for the historically informed performance movement. His attention
to clarity, articulation, and phrasing set new standards for interpreting
Baroque music.

---



Innovative Compositions and Stylistic Synthesis

Beyond his role as a revivalist, Mendelssohn’s own compositions exemplify a
masterful synthesis of Classical clarity and Romantic expressiveness. His
works demonstrate technical mastery, inventive orchestration, and lyrical
beauty.

Key Compositions Demonstrating Mendelssohn’s Style
Some of Mendelssohn’s most significant works include:
- Symphony No. 4 in A major (“Italian”): Celebrates the spirit of the Italian
landscape, combining lyrical melodies with classical symphonic form.
- Violin Concerto in E minor: Renowned for its poetic opening, seamless
integration of soloist and orchestra, and innovative structure.
- Hebrides Overture (Fingal’s Cave): Captures the majesty of nature with
vivid orchestral colors.
- A Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture: Showcases his gift for dramatic
storytelling through music.

The Balance of Classical and Romantic Elements
Mendelssohn’s compositional style is characterized by:
- Classical symmetry and clarity: Clear thematic development, balanced
structures, and elegant counterpoint.
- Romantic lyricism and emotion: Rich harmonies, expressive melodies, and
evocative orchestration.
- Innovation within tradition: He maintained respect for classical forms
while infusing them with contemporary emotional depth.

---

The Role of Mendelssohn as a Conductor and
Educator

Mendelssohn’s influence extended beyond composition. His roles as conductor
and educator helped shape the musical culture of his time and cemented his
legacy.

Conductor of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra
Mendelssohn became the conductor of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra in 1835,
a position he held until his death. During this period:
- He elevated the orchestra’s standards through meticulous rehearsal and
innovative programming.



- He championed the works of Bach, Beethoven, and his contemporaries.
- His programming often aimed to educate audiences about the roots of
classical music, fostering a deeper appreciation for historical works.

Influence as an Educator and Musicologist
Mendelssohn’s teaching at the Leipzig Conservatory and elsewhere helped
cultivate a new generation of musicians. His contributions include:
- Promoting the study of classical forms and counterpoint.
- Advocating for the integration of historical music knowledge into
performance practice.
- Encouraging the composition of new works inspired by classical models.

---

The Lasting Impact of Mendelssohn’s
Contributions

Mendelssohn’s multifaceted career left an indelible mark on the musical
world, influencing subsequent generations and shaping the evolution of
Western music.

Influence on Future Composers
His synthesis of Classical and Romantic elements influenced composers such as
Brahms, who admired Mendelssohn’s craftsmanship and depth. The revival of
Bach’s music under Mendelssohn’s auspices also inspired a renewed respect for
Baroque techniques and structures.

Legacy in Performance and Scholarship
Mendelssohn’s meticulous approach to performance, along with his championing
of Bach, established standards that resonate in modern historically informed
performances. His scholarly efforts paved the way for more rigorous
musicological research.

Modern Appreciation of Mendelssohn’s Work
Today, Mendelssohn is recognized not just as a talented composer but as a
pivotal figure who bridged musical eras, revitalized the past, and inspired
future innovation.

---



Conclusion: Mendelssohn’s Enduring Legacy

In sum, one of the most important things Felix Mendelssohn did was to serve
as a bridge—both literally and figuratively—between the musical past and
present. His role in reviving Bach’s works ignited a renewed appreciation for
Baroque mastery, influencing performance practice for generations.
Simultaneously, his own compositions exemplify a seamless blend of classical
discipline and Romantic expressiveness, enriching the musical canon.

Mendelssohn’s influence extended beyond composition; his leadership as a
conductor and educator helped nurture an environment where historical
awareness and innovation coexisted. His legacy persists in modern
performances, scholarly research, and the ongoing appreciation of the
classical masters he championed. By reviving Bach, fostering new musical
idioms, and elevating the standards of performance and education, Felix
Mendelssohn secured his place as one of the most transformative figures in
Western music history.
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