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The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was a pivotal organization in the Civil Rights
Movement, emerging in the early 1960s with a clear mission aimed at dismantling racial segregation
and promoting equality. Its core objectives centered around challenging systemic racial injustices and
empowering Black communities to attain their full rights and dignity. At the heart of its mission was
the desire to defeat white supremacy—an entrenched societal structure that upheld racial
discrimination—and to secure tangible advancements in civil rights and social justice for African
Americans. This article explores the foundational goals of SNCC, the strategies it employed, its
influence on the Civil Rights Movement, and the legacy it left behind.

The Historical Context Behind SNCC’s Goals
To understand the objectives of SNCC, it is essential to grasp the historical backdrop of racial
discrimination and segregation in the United States, particularly in the South. During the mid-20th
century, African Americans faced widespread disenfranchisement, economic marginalization, and
social exclusion. Jim Crow laws enforced racial segregation, while violence and intimidation aimed to
thwart efforts for racial equality. The Civil Rights Movement arose as a response to these injustices,
with organizations like SNCC playing a significant role.

The Main Goals of SNCC
SNCC’s objectives were multifaceted, focusing on both confronting the brutal realities of racial
oppression and empowering Black communities to take control of their destiny. The organization’s
mission statement and activities reveal its dual focus on defeating white supremacy and obtaining
civil rights.

Defeating White Supremacy
The primary goal of SNCC was to dismantle the system of white supremacy that maintained racial
hierarchies in American society. This involved challenging laws, customs, and practices that privileged
white citizens at the expense of Black Americans. The organization aimed to:

End segregation in public spaces such as schools, transportation, and housing.

Undermine the political disenfranchisement of Black voters.

Confront violence and intimidation tactics used to suppress civil rights activism.

Promote legal and societal changes that would establish racial equality under the law.



Achieving these goals meant not only winning legal battles but also changing societal attitudes that
perpetuated racial discrimination.

Obtaining Civil Rights and Social Justice
Alongside fighting white supremacy, SNCC sought to secure tangible rights and social justice for
African Americans. This included:

Voting rights and political participation.

Equal access to education and employment opportunities.

Fair housing and the elimination of discriminatory practices.

Economic empowerment and community development.

The organization believed that true freedom and equality could only be achieved when Black
Americans could fully participate in all aspects of American life without fear of discrimination or
violence.

Strategies Employed by SNCC
SNCC adopted a range of innovative and often nonviolent strategies to achieve its goals. Its approach
was rooted in grassroots activism, emphasizing direct action and community involvement.

Nonviolent Protest and Civil Disobedience
Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi's principles, SNCC emphasized nonviolent resistance to challenge
injustice. Sit-ins, marches, and peaceful demonstrations became hallmark tactics, designed to
highlight racial inequities while avoiding violence.

Voter Registration Drives
A crucial part of SNCC’s work was empowering Black communities through voter registration
campaigns, especially in the Deep South where voting restrictions were severe. These efforts aimed
to:

Break down legal and extralegal barriers to voting.1.

Increase political representation of African Americans.2.

Undermine the political power structure that upheld segregation.3.



Community Organizing
SNCC prioritized building strong local networks, training young activists, and fostering leadership
within Black communities. This grassroots approach aimed to sustain long-term change from the
bottom up.

Major Achievements and Impact
SNCC’s activism contributed significantly to the Civil Rights Movement’s successes, both legally and
socially.

Influencing Landmark Legislation
Through its activism, SNCC helped create a climate conducive to legislative change, including:

The Civil Rights Act of 1964

The Voting Rights Act of 1965

Desegregation of public facilities and schools

Raising Awareness and Changing Public Opinion
SNCC’s campaigns drew national and international attention to racial injustice, helping shift public
opinion and garner support for civil rights reforms.

Empowering a New Generation of Activists
SNCC served as a training ground for young leaders like John Lewis, Stokely Carmichael, and Diane
Nash, who continued to advocate for racial equality beyond the 1960s.

The Legacy of SNCC
While SNCC’s influence evolved over time, its foundational goals of defeating white supremacy and
achieving racial justice remain central to its legacy.

Shift Towards Black Power
In the later years, some members embraced more militant and nationalist ideologies, emphasizing
Black pride and self-determination, which reflected a broader shift in the movement’s tactics and
philosophies.



Continuing the Fight
Many of SNCC’s principles—grassroots activism, nonviolence, and empowerment—continue to inspire
contemporary social justice movements.

Lessons Learned
The organization’s history underscores the importance of community-led activism and the necessity
of persistent efforts to challenge systemic injustice.

Conclusion
The goal of the SNCC was to defeat white supremacy and to obtain civil rights, social justice, and
equality for African Americans. Through strategic nonviolent protests, voter registration drives, and
community empowerment, SNCC challenged the deeply rooted racial inequalities of its time. Its
efforts not only led to significant legislative victories but also fostered a new generation of activists
committed to justice. Today, SNCC’s legacy serves as a testament to the power of grassroots activism
and the ongoing struggle for racial equality in America. Its history reminds us that challenging
entrenched systems of oppression requires courage, perseverance, and collective action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the SNCC in their activism
efforts?
The goal of the SNCC was to defeat white supremacy and to obtain equal rights and justice for African
Americans.

In the context of the SNCC's objectives, what does 'defeat
white ___' refer to?
It refers to defeating white supremacy or systemic racial segregation enforced by discriminatory laws
and social practices.

What does the SNCC aim to obtain through their civil rights
efforts?
They aimed to obtain racial equality, voting rights, and social justice for Black communities.

Why was defeating white supremacy crucial for the SNCC's
mission?
Because white supremacy maintained racial inequalities and segregation, defeating it was essential to
achieving true racial justice.



How did the SNCC's goals influence their strategies and
actions?
Their goal to defeat white supremacy and gain equality led them to organize sit-ins, freedom rides,
voter registration drives, and protests to challenge segregation and injustice.

What role did obtaining civil rights play in the SNCC's broader
objectives?
Obtaining civil rights was central to their mission to dismantle racial discrimination and secure equal
opportunities for African Americans.

How does understanding the SNCC's goal help in appreciating
the Civil Rights Movement?
It highlights the movement's focus on challenging systemic racism and working toward racial equality
and justice for marginalized communities.

Additional Resources
SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee): A Pioneering Force in the Civil Rights Movement

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, commonly known as SNCC, stands as a pivotal
organization in the history of the American Civil Rights Movement. Founded in 1960, SNCC emerged
as a grassroots student-led movement committed to challenging racial segregation and discrimination
through nonviolent protest and activism. Its strategic goals, ideological principles, and impactful
campaigns have cemented its place as a catalyst for social change.

At the core of SNCC's mission lay a profound objective: The goal of the SNCC was to defeat white
supremacy and to obtain racial equality. This statement encapsulates the organization's fundamental
aspirations—dismantling institutionalized racism and securing civil rights for African Americans. To
fully appreciate the significance of SNCC's mission, it is essential to explore the historical context, the
nuances of its goals, and the methods employed to achieve these aims.

---

Understanding the Context: The Roots of SNCC’s
Mission

Before delving into the specifics of SNCC's goals, it's important to understand the social and political
landscape of the United States during the 1950s and 1960s. Segregation was legally enforced in
many parts of the country, particularly in the South, through Jim Crow laws that institutionalized racial
discrimination. African Americans faced disenfranchisement, economic disparities, and widespread
violence, including lynching and intimidation.



The landmark Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education (1954) declared that
segregated schools were unconstitutional. However, the ruling was met with resistance, and actual
desegregation was slow and often met with hostility. Civil rights activism intensified, and young
people, especially students, began to mobilize.

SNCC was born out of this wave of activism, emphasizing a grassroots, participatory approach to
social change. Its members believed that true racial equality would only be achieved through direct
action, challenging the systemic structures perpetuating white supremacy.

---

The Core Goal: Defeating White Supremacy

What Is White Supremacy?

White supremacy is an ideology that asserts the superiority of white people over people of other
racial backgrounds. Historically, it has justified discriminatory policies, segregation, violence, and
systemic inequalities. In the context of SNCC's objectives, defeating white supremacy meant
dismantling the societal, legal, and cultural systems that upheld racial hierarchies.

Strategies to Defeat White Supremacy

SNCC adopted several strategies to confront and ultimately defeat white supremacy, including:

- Voter Registration Drives: Empowering African Americans to vote was seen as a direct method to
challenge discriminatory political structures.
- Sit-ins and Nonviolent Protest: Demonstrations at segregated facilities, such as lunch counters,
aimed to expose and shame racist policies.
- Freedom Rides: Challenging segregation in interstate transportation to test and enforce
desegregation laws.
- Community Organizing: Building local coalitions and fostering leadership within Black communities
to sustain activism.
- Legal Challenges: Supporting court cases against discriminatory laws and practices.

Through these methods, SNCC sought to erode the institutional foundations of white supremacy,
creating a ripple effect that challenged societal complacency and demanded change.

The Impact of Confronting White Supremacy

By directly confronting segregation and discriminatory practices, SNCC helped:

- Bring national attention to racial injustices.
- Force federal and state governments to respond with new policies.



- Inspire other organizations and individuals to join the movement.
- Create a sense of agency among African Americans, empowering them to demand their rights.

---

Securing Civil Rights: The Second Pillar of SNCC’s
Mission

What Does "Obtain Racial Equality" Mean?

While defeating white supremacy addresses the systemic and ideological aspects of racial
discrimination, obtaining racial equality involves ensuring equal rights, opportunities, and treatment
under the law and in society. For SNCC, this meant achieving tangible improvements in the lives of
African Americans, including:

- Full voting rights
- Equal access to education
- Fair employment opportunities
- Desegregation of public facilities
- Justice in the legal system

Key Campaigns Focused on Achieving Equality

SNCC's efforts to obtain racial equality manifested through several landmark campaigns:

- Freedom Summer (1964): A massive voter registration drive in Mississippi aimed at increasing Black
voter turnout.
- March on Washington (1963): Although broader than SNCC, student activists participated in
advocating for jobs and freedom.
- Freedom Schools: Educational programs designed to empower Black communities through literacy
and civic education.
- Local Desegregation Efforts: Challenging segregation laws in schools, restaurants, and public
transportation.

Legislative Achievements and Challenges

SNCC's activism contributed to significant legislative victories, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. However, the path to racial equality was fraught with resistance,
violence, and setbacks. Persistent activism, community organizing, and legal challenges remained
essential tools for SNCC and other civil rights groups.

---



Comparative Analysis: Goals in the Broader Civil Rights
Movement

While SNCC's primary aim was to defeat white supremacy and obtain racial equality, it's important to
contextualize this within the broader civil rights movement, which included organizations like the
NAACP, SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference), and CORE (Congress of Racial Equality).

- NAACP: Focused on legal challenges and lobbying.
- SCLC: Emphasized church-led nonviolent protests.
- SNCC: Prioritized youth-led activism and direct action.

Each organization had overlapping goals but different strategies. SNCC's emphasis on grassroots
activism and confronting white supremacy directly set it apart as a militant and innovative force.

---

The Evolution of SNCC’s Goals Over Time

Initially, SNCC's focus was on dismantling segregation and securing voting rights. However, as the
movement matured, its objectives expanded to include broader social issues such as economic justice
and Black empowerment.

During the late 1960s, internal debates and external pressures led SNCC to adopt more radical
positions, aligning with Black Power ideologies. Despite these shifts, the core goals of eradicating
white supremacy and achieving racial equality remained central.

---

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of SNCC’s Goals

The goal of SNCC—to defeat white supremacy and to obtain racial equality—embodies a profound
aspiration for justice and human dignity. It reflects a recognition that systemic racism was the root
cause of inequality and that eradicating it required relentless, courageous activism.

SNCC's strategies, from sit-ins to voter registration drives, demonstrated that grassroots, nonviolent
resistance could challenge entrenched power structures. Their efforts contributed significantly to the
dismantling of Jim Crow laws and paved the way for subsequent generations to continue the fight for
racial justice.

Today, the legacy of SNCC endures as a testament to the power of organized youth activism and the
ongoing struggle against systemic racism. Understanding its goals offers vital insights into the
complex dynamics of social change and the enduring quest for equality in America.

---



In summary:
The goal of the SNCC was to defeat white supremacy and to obtain racial equality. Their unwavering
commitment to these objectives transformed the civil rights landscape, inspiring countless individuals
and organizations to pursue justice with courage and conviction. As history continues to reflect on
SNCC’s legacy, it remains a shining example of how determined grassroots activism can challenge
and ultimately change oppressive societal structures.
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