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When exploring the rich tapestry of European nations, one intriguing question often arises: what
country is known as Sakartvelo by its native inhabitants? Many may not immediately recognize this
name, but it is deeply rooted in the history, culture, and language of a country located at the
crossroads of Eastern Europe and Western Asia. The answer to this question is Georgia, a nation
renowned for its ancient traditions, diverse landscapes, and vibrant history.

In this article, we delve into the origins of the name Sakartvelo, its significance to the Georgian
people, and explore the country’s unique cultural identity. We will also examine Georgia’s historical
background, language, and key facts that make it a fascinating subject for travelers, historians, and
anyone interested in European diversity.

Understanding the Name: Sakartvelo

The Meaning of Sakartvelo

The native name of Georgia, Sakartvelo, holds profound significance. It translates roughly to “the land
of the Kartvelian people,” with “Sakartvelo” breaking down into “Sa-" (a prefix indicating “land of”)
and “Kartvelo,” the root referring to the Kartvelian ethnic group. This name reflects the country’s self-
identity and cultural heritage, emphasizing its deep roots in the local language and traditions.

The term Sakartvelo is used exclusively by the Georgian people themselves. It appears in their
language — Georgian (known locally as Kartuli) — and represents their connection to the land and
their ancestors. This naming is a testament to the national pride and the persistent cultural identity
that has survived numerous invasions, empires, and political changes over millennia.

How Did Sakartvelo Become Known as Georgia?

While the country is called Sakartvelo by its citizens, most of the world recognizes it as Georgia. The
name “Georgia” has various proposed origins, many of which trace back to medieval European
traders or the Persian and Arabic references to the region.

Some theories about the name “Georgia” include:

- The Greek Origin: Derived from the Greek word “Georgios”, meaning “farmer” or “earth-worker,”
reflecting the country’s agrarian traditions.

- The Persian Connection: Some scholars suggest that the name may have been influenced by Persian
or Arabic terms used by traders and travelers.

- Evolution through Latin and European Languages: The name was adopted into Latin as “Georgia,”
and later into various European languages, solidifying its international recognition.

Despite the widespread use of “Georgia,” native speakers and the country’s official name remain



Sakartvelo, emphasizing the importance of local identity in the nation’s cultural fabric.

Historical Background of Georgia

Ancient Origins

Georgia’s history stretches back thousands of years, with archaeological evidence indicating human
presence in the region over 1.8 million years ago. The land was home to some of the earliest
advanced civilizations in the Caucasus, including the Kingdom of Colchis and the Kingdom of Iberia
during antiquity.

Key historical highlights include:

- The legendary Argonauts’ quest for the Golden Fleece, associated with ancient Colchis.

- The adoption of Christianity in 330 AD, making Georgia one of the earliest Christian countries.

- The development of a distinct Georgian alphabet and literature during the early medieval period.

Medieval and Modern History

Throughout the Middle Ages, Georgia experienced both periods of unity and fragmentation. Notable
dynasties such as the Bagrationi ruled over a flourishing kingdom, fostering a vibrant cultural and
religious life.

In the 19th century, Georgia was incorporated into the Russian Empire, which significantly influenced
its political and cultural landscape. After brief independence in the early 20th century, Georgia was
incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1922, remaining part until declaring independence in 1991
following the dissolution of the USSR.

Since independence, Georgia has faced various challenges, including conflicts over territories like
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, but has also made significant progress toward democracy and economic
development.

Language and Culture of Sakartvelo

The Georgian Language

The official language of Georgia, Georgian (Kartuli), is a unique and ancient language with its own
script — the Georgian alphabet — which has been in use since the 5th century. The script is
distinctive, comprising three writing systems: Asomtavruli, Nuskhuri, and Mkhedruli, with the modern
Mkhedruli being the most commonly used today.

Features of the Georgian language:

- A rich system of verb conjugations.

- A vocabulary that has preserved many ancient elements.
- Its status as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.



Unique Cultural Traditions

Georgia’s culture is a vibrant mosaic of traditions, arts, and customs, including:

- Music and Dance: Georgian polyphonic singing and traditional dances like the Kartuli dance are
internationally renowned.

- Cuisine: Known for dishes such as khachapuri (cheese-filled bread), khinkali (dumplings), and
shashlik (barbecue).

- Religious Heritage: The country is dotted with ancient monasteries, churches, and fortresses, many
of which are UNESCO World Heritage sites.

Key Facts About Georgia

To provide a comprehensive understanding, here are some essential facts about Georgia:

1. Location: Located at the intersection of Eastern Europe and Western Asia, bordered by Russia,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Turkey.

. Capital: Thilisi.

. Population: Approximately 3.7 million people.

. Area: Around 69,700 square kilometers.

. Official Language: Georgian.

. Currency: Georgian Lari (GEL).

. Independence: Declared on April 9, 1991.

. Climate: Ranges from subtropical along the coast to alpine in the mountains.
. Tourist Attractions:

- The ancient city of Thilisi.

- The cave city of Uplistsikhe.

- The scenic peaks of the Caucasus Mountains.

- Wine regions with millennia-old traditions.
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Why Is the Name Sakartvelo Important?

The use of the name Sakartvelo by native Georgians signifies a strong sense of national identity and
pride. It reflects their historical continuity, language, and cultural heritage. For many Georgians,
Sakartvelo is not just a name but a symbol of resilience, independence, and their unique place in the
world.

Understanding the distinction between Sakartvelo and Georgia helps foster greater appreciation for
the nation’s cultural diversity and historical depth. It also highlights how language and nomenclature
serve as powerful tools for preserving identity amid a complex geopolitical landscape.

Conclusion

In summary, the European country called Sakartvelo by its native people is Georgia. This name
embodies the nation’s deep-rooted history, language, and cultural pride. While internationally known
as Georgia, the country's indigenous name offers insights into its ancient civilization and the enduring



spirit of its people.

Whether exploring its ancient churches, tasting its unique cuisine, or immersing oneself in its vibrant
traditions, understanding the significance of Sakartvelo enriches the appreciation of Georgia’s place in
Europe and the broader world.

Key Takeaways:

- Sakartvelo is the native name for Georgia.

- The name reflects the land of the Kartvelian people.

- Georgia boasts a history dating back millennia, with rich cultural traditions.
- The country’s language and name symbolize resilience and cultural identity.
- Recognizing local names enhances cultural understanding and respect.

By appreciating the meaning behind Sakartvelo, travelers and enthusiasts gain a deeper connection
with Georgia’s authentic identity, making their experience of this beautiful nation even more
meaningful.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which European country is known as Sakartvelo by its native
people?

Georgia is the European country referred to as Sakartvelo by its native inhabitants.

What does the term Sakartvelo mean in the Georgian
language?

Sakartvelo is the native name for Georgia, meaning 'the land of the Georgians' in the Georgian
language.

Is Georgia considered part of Europe or Asia geographically?

Georgia is a transcontinental country, straddling Eastern Europe and Western Asia, but culturally and
politically it is often regarded as a European nation.

Why do native Georgians refer to their country as Sakartvelo?

The name Sakartvelo originates from the Georgian words for 'the land of the Kartvelians,'
emphasizing their national identity and heritage.

When did the name Sakartvelo start being officially used
internationally?

While the native name Sakartvelo has long been used domestically, international recognition has
primarily adopted 'Georgia,' although efforts continue to promote the use of the native term.



What are some cultural or historical reasons behind the use of
the name Sakartvelo?

The name Sakartvelo reflects Georgia’s rich history, language, and the pride of its people in their
unique identity and independence throughout history.

Additional Resources
What European Country Is Called Sakartvelo By Its Native People?

In the intricate tapestry of European nations, names carry profound cultural, historical, and linguistic
significance. One such example is the country known internationally as Georgia, a name that evokes
images of ancient kingdoms, lush landscapes, and vibrant traditions. However, its native inhabitants
refer to their homeland as Sakartvelo, a term deeply rooted in their language and identity. This article
delves into the origins of this native name, its linguistic significance, cultural implications, and the
broader context of Georgia’s national identity.

Understanding the Name: Sakartvelo and Its Origins

The Native Name: Sakartvelo

The term Sakartvelo (bagobmggmm in the Georgian script) is the endonym used by Georgians to refer
to their country. It is derived from the word Kartveli, meaning "Georgian," which itself traces back to
the ancient kingdom of Kartli. The suffix "-0" in Sakartvelo is a common Georgian linguistic feature
denoting the land or country, making the full name translate roughly to "the land of the Kartveli" or
"the land of Georgia."

This name encapsulates the country’s historical self-perception as a land inhabited by the Kartveli
people—the indigenous ethnic group—whose ancestors have inhabited the region for millennia. The
term emphasizes a continuous cultural and linguistic identity that predates many of the modern
political boundaries.

Linguistic Roots and Etymology

To understand Sakartvelo, it's essential to explore the roots of the words involved:

- Kartveli: The root word indicating the Georgian people. It is linked to the ancient kingdom of Kartli, a
core region of Georgia.

- Kartli: An ancient Georgian kingdom, which formed the political and cultural backbone of early
Georgian civilization. The name Kartli is believed to derive from the Old Georgian Qartli, which itself
possibly comes from the Sumerian word Qarthu meaning "border" or "“frontier," or from an ancient
term for the region.



- Sakartvelo: Combines Sa- (a prefix meaning "land of" or "country of") with Kartveli, thus translating
to "the land of the Kartveli."

This etymology underscores the deep historical roots of the country's native name, reflecting a sense
of territorial and cultural continuity.

Historical Context of the Name

Ancient Kingdoms and Early Identity

Georgia's history stretches back thousands of years, with early kingdoms like Colchis and Iberia laying
the foundation for its national identity. The term Sakartvelo has been used internally by Georgians for
centuries, especially in historical documents, poetry, and folklore, long before it gained international
recognition as "Georgia."

The ancient kingdom of Kartli (or Iberia) was a significant political entity during classical antiquity and

the Middle Ages. Its inhabitants, the Kartveli people, developed a unique language—Georgian—and a
rich cultural heritage.

Medieval and Modern Evolution

Throughout the medieval period, Georgia experienced periods of expansion and fragmentation.
Despite foreign invasions and political upheavals, the name Sakartvelo persisted among the local
population as a marker of their collective identity.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, Georgia faced imperial domination—first by the Russian Empire and
later as part of the Soviet Union. During these times, the name Sakartvelo was often suppressed in

official contexts, replaced by external designations like "Georgia." However, the indigenous term
remained vital in cultural and national movements, symbolizing resistance and cultural pride.

The International Name vs. The Native Name

Why is Georgia Called "Georgia" Abroad?

While the country’s residents call it Sakartvelo, the international community and most languages refer
to it as "Georgia." The origins of the name "Georgia" are subject to various theories:

- The Medieval Greek Influence: Some scholars believe the name derives from the Persian Gurg or
Gurgan—possibly linked to the Persian word for "wolf"—which was used by neighboring peoples.

- The European Legend of St. George: Others suggest that European crusaders and traders associated



the country with the saint George (known as Sakartvelos in Georgian), leading to the name "Georgia."
- Trade and Cultural Exchanges: The name may have been influenced by the countries' trade relations

with European nations, where the country’s reputation as a land of the saint George became
prominent.

The Significance of the Native Name

For the Georgian people, Sakartvelo embodies their national identity, sovereignty, and cultural
heritage. It emphasizes their historical continuity and linguistic uniqueness.

Contrastingly, the international name "Georgia" has often been disconnected from the country's

internal cultural narratives. This divergence highlights the importance of understanding
endonyms—the names used by local populations—versus exonyms—the names used by others.

Cultural and Political Implications of the Name

National Identity and Pride

The use of Sakartvelo is a source of pride for Georgians. It signifies a connection to their past, their
language, and their land. The name appears in official documents, cultural events, and everyday
speech, reinforcing their sense of self.

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of emphasizing the native name in international

contexts. Some organizations, cultural groups, and government initiatives actively promote the use of
Sakartvelo to foster national pride and cultural preservation.

Language and Cultural Preservation

The Georgian language (Kartuli) is one of the oldest living languages in the world, with its own unique
script—Mkhedruli—that has remained unchanged for over a millennium. The use of the native name
Sakartvelo in official and cultural spheres supports the preservation of this linguistic heritage.

Moreover, the name embodies the country’s rich traditions, from polyphonic singing to ancient
Christian monasteries, which are integral to Georgian identity.

Modern Usage and International Recognition



Official Recognition and International Relations

Despite the cultural significance of Sakartvelo, international diplomacy and organizations
predominantly refer to the country as "Georgia." The United Nations, the European Union, and most
diplomatic missions use the exonym, which can sometimes lead to confusion or disconnect between
local and global perceptions.

However, the Georgian government and diaspora communities increasingly advocate for the
recognition of Sakartvelo in international forums to honor local heritage.

Tourism and Cultural Promotion

In tourism and cultural promotion, the native name Sakartvelo is gaining prominence. Travel
campaigns, cultural festivals, and academic publications often highlight the indigenous terminology to
promote authenticity and respect for Georgian heritage.

Conclusion: Embracing the Native Name

The question of which European country is called Sakartvelo by its native people reveals much about
the complex layers of history, language, and identity that shape nations. For Georgia, Sakartvelo is
more than just a name; it is a testament to its ancient roots, linguistic resilience, and cultural pride.

Understanding and respecting the native terminology offers a richer appreciation of Georgia’s identity
beyond the external labels. It reminds us that behind every country's name lies a story—one of
perseverance, tradition, and an enduring sense of belonging.

As the world continues to evolve, embracing indigenous names like Sakartvelo not only honors local
heritage but also fosters greater cultural understanding and global respect. For Georgia, the journey
from Sakartvelo to "Georgia" highlights the importance of acknowledging and preserving the unique
identities that define our shared human history.
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