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What Is Inside The Top Of Disneyland's Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster?

Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsleds is one of the most iconic and historic
attractions at Disneyland Park in California. Since its debut in 1959, this
thrilling mountain adventure has fascinated millions of visitors with its
innovative design and exhilarating ride experience. One of the most
intriguing aspects of the attraction is what lies inside the top of the
mountain—an area shrouded in mystery and wonder for many guests. In this
article, we will explore what is inside the top of Disneyland’s Matterhorn
Bobsled Coaster, uncovering its secrets, history, and the fascinating
elements hidden within.

The Structure of the Matterhorn Bobsleds

Understanding what’s inside the top of the Matterhorn begins with
appreciating the structure of the ride itself. The Matterhorn Bobsleds is a
unique combination of a roller coaster and a themed mountain, designed to
resemble the real Swiss Alps. The mountain’s peak rises approximately 147
feet above the park, making it one of the tallest structures in Disneyland.

Design and Engineering

- Innovative Mountain Construction: Built with a combination of steel and
fiberglass, the mountain’s exterior is designed to look realistic, with snow-
capped peaks and rugged rocky textures.

- Internal Support System: The interior framework provides structural support
for the mountain and houses the ride tracks, maintenance pathways, and hidden
compartments.

- The Ride’s Track: The roller coaster track snakes through the mountain,
including tunnels, switchbacks, and drops, creating an immersive experience
for guests.

The Top of the Mountain: An Overlook and More

The summit of the Matterhorn serves multiple functions:

- An observation point for maintenance and operations.

- A thematic element that enhances the mountain’s realism.

- A concealed space hiding various ride components and possibly some thematic
surprises.



Now, let’s delve into what is specifically inside the top of the mountain,
beyond its visual appeal.

What Is Inside the Top Of The Matterhorn
Bobsled Coaster?

The top of the Matterhorn is not just a scenic viewpoint but also a critical
part of the ride’s infrastructure. It houses various mechanical components,
maintenance areas, and thematic elements that contribute to the overall
experience and safety.

Mechanical and Operational Components

- Lift Hill Machinery: The initial ascent of the bobsleds is powered by a
chain lift system located near the top of the mountain. Inside the structure
at the summit, you’ll find the motorized mechanisms responsible for pulling
the sleds up.

- Track Switches and Sensors: Hidden within the top sections are the track
switches and sensors that control the flow of the coaster trains, ensuring
safe operation and smooth transitions through different sections.

- Cabling and Wiring: An intricate network of electrical wiring runs inside
the mountain, connecting control systems, lighting, and safety mechanisms.

Maintenance and Safety Access

- Service Entrances: There are concealed doors and pathways inside the
mountain that allow Disney’s maintenance crew to access the ride’s key
components for inspections, repairs, and upgrades.

- Inspection Platforms: Elevated walkways and platforms inside the mountain
give technicians access to critical points, including the lift mechanisms and
track joints.

- Emergency Exits and Escape Routes: Safety protocols include hidden escape
routes that can be used for evacuation if needed.

Thematic and Decorative Elements

- Hidden Details and Decorations: Disney engineers incorporated thematic
details inside the top of the mountain, such as faux rock formations, alpine-
inspired décor, and hidden Mickeys that blend seamlessly with the engineering
components.

- Sound and Lighting Systems: Inside the summit, subtle lighting fixtures and
sound equipment can be found, used to enhance the mountain’s ambiance and



provide cues for ride operation.

Secret Features and Hidden Surprises

The interior of the mountain isn’t just functional-it also contains some
secret features and surprises that add to the magic.

Hidden Mickeys and Easter Eggs

- Disney Imagineers embedded hidden Mickey Mouse shapes and other Easter eggs
within the interior walls, accessible primarily to maintenance staff and avid
fans who explore the ride’s details.

Themed Spaces and Thematic Accents

- Some sections inside the mountain are decorated to resemble Swiss mountain
cabins or alpine tunnels, adding to the immersive storytelling experience.

Historical Artifacts and References

- Over the years, themed elements referencing the ride’s history and
development have been subtly incorporated into interior décor, including
vintage photos and engineering schematics.

The Mystery of the Peak’s Hidden Compartments

Many fans and guests wonder if there are secret rooms or compartments at the
top of the Matterhorn. While Disney has not officially disclosed all interior
details, speculation and observations suggest the following:

- Maintenance Storage Rooms: Small storage areas for tools and spare parts
are likely located within the mountain’s peak.

- Hidden Access Tunnels: Some theories propose concealed tunnels that connect
different parts of the mountain for crew access—although these are not
accessible to the public.

- Thematic “Caves” and “Cliffs”: Some interior sections are designed to
resemble alpine caves or cliff faces, adding to the ride’s visual
storytelling.



Conclusion: The Inside Scoop

The top of Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster is a blend of engineering
innovation, thematic artistry, and secret spaces. It houses essential
mechanical components—like lift machinery, sensors, and wiring—that keep the
ride running safely and smoothly. Hidden within are maintenance access
points, safety pathways, and cleverly concealed storage rooms. The thematic
elements, including hidden Mickeys and alpine décor, enhance the immersive
experience and showcase Disney’s legendary attention to detail.

While most guests only see the breathtaking exterior and the thrilling ride,
the inside of the mountain reveals a fascinating world of engineering mastery
and creative storytelling. Whether you’'re a Disney enthusiast, a roller
coaster aficionado, or simply curious, understanding what’s inside the top of
Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster offers a new appreciation for this
historic attraction—an engineering marvel that continues to delight visitors
decades after its opening.

In summary:

- The top of the Matterhorn contains lift machinery, sensors, wiring, and
control systems.

- Maintenance and safety access points are hidden inside for staff use.

- Thematic décor and hidden details add to the immersive storytelling.

- Secret compartments and tunnels may exist, primarily for operational
purposes.

- The entire structure is a marvel of engineering and design, blending
functionality with fantasy.

Next time you visit Disneyland and gaze up at the towering mountain, remember
that inside it lies a complex world of mechanics, safety features, and
magical storytelling—truly a testament to Disney’s legendary craftsmanship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is inside the top of Disneyland's Matterhorn
Bobsled Coaster?

At the top of the Matterhorn Bobsleds, guests can find the interior of the

mountain, which includes themed scenes, snow effects, and detailed rockwork
that create the illusion of being high in the alpine environment before the
descent begins.

Are there any special features or hidden elements at



the top of the Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster?

Yes, the top features a detailed snow-capped mountain scene with boulder
props and Alpine theming, enhancing the immersive experience before the
coaster plunges down the descent.

Does the top of the Matterhorn Bobsleds offer any
views or photo opportunities?

While the primary focus is on the mountain's interior theming, guests can
enjoy scenic views of Disneyland from certain vantage points at the top and
nearby areas, making it a popular photo spot.

Is there any ride-related storytelling or theming
inside the top of the coaster?

Yes, the inside of the mountain is decorated with themed scenes representing
the Swiss Alps and the legend of the Abominable Snowman, adding storytelling
elements to the ride experience.

What kind of effects can guests expect inside the
top of the Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster?

Guests can experience snow effects, mountain sounds, and visual details like
icy caves and rocky formations that contribute to the mountain's realistic
and immersive environment.

Has the interior of the top of the Matterhorn
changed over the years?

Yes, Disney has occasionally updated and maintained the interior theming to
keep the experience fresh, including adding new effects, scenes, and
maintenance work to preserve the mountain's appearance.

Are there any safety features or restrictions inside
the top of the coaster?

Safety features such as lighting, signage, and barriers are in place to
ensure guests' safety while exploring or viewing the interior areas at the
top of the mountain.

Is the inside of the Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster
accessible to all guests?

Access inside the mountain is limited to guests on the ride or during
designated tours; it is not generally open for free exploration, and safety
restrictions apply to ensure guest safety.



Additional Resources
What Is Inside The Top Of Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster?

The Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster at Disneyland Park in California is one of the
most iconic and historic attractions. Since its debut in 1959, it has
captivated millions of visitors with its thrilling rides, alpine theme, and
pioneering design. One of the most intriguing aspects of this legendary
coaster is the structure atop the mountain — a mysterious, towering peak that
has sparked curiosity and speculation among fans and visitors alike. This
article explores what is inside the top of Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsled
Coaster, revealing the secrets, hidden features, and engineering marvels
behind this legendary mountain.

The Structure of the Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster

The Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster is a unique roller coaster with a mountain-
shaped structure that stands approximately 147 feet tall, making it one of
the tallest attractions in Disneyland. The mountain’s design integrates both
the thrill ride and the visual landmark, blending engineering and
storytelling seamlessly.

Design and Architecture

- The mountain’s exterior is crafted to resemble the Swiss Alps, complete
with snow-capped peaks, rocky outcroppings, and alpine scenery.

- The structure is primarily made of steel and concrete, built to withstand
the elements and preserve its appearance over decades.

- The interior includes the roller coaster tracks, support beams, and various
themed elements that enhance the immersive experience.

The Top of the Mountain

- The summit features a distinctive pointed peak and a small observation
platform accessible via a service area.

- The top is not just a visual feature but also a critical part of the ride’s
mechanics and support structure.

- Visitors often wonder what lies inside this summit, which houses core
mechanical components and hidden features.



What Is Inside The Top Of The Mountain?

The top of the Matterhorn is much more than a scenic vantage point; it
contains vital mechanical, structural, and thematic elements that keep the
ride operational and enhance the experience.

Mechanical and Support Infrastructure

- Lift System and Launching Mechanisms: The ride features a chain l1ift hill
that takes the bobsleds to the summit, with motorized systems housed within
the mountain’s core.

- Support Beams and Structural Reinforcements: Inside the summit, heavy-duty
steel supports ensure stability and safety during operation.

- Maintenance Access Points: Hidden doors and service panels allow
technicians to access the ride’s mechanical systems, motors, and control
units.

Hidden Rooms and Maintenance Areas

- Disney Imagineers designed the mountain with hidden compartments and
maintenance rooms to keep the ride’s operations discreet.

- These areas are generally off-limits to guests but are crucial for routine
inspections, repairs, and upgrades.

- Some of these rooms are located just at or near the summit, accessible
through concealed doors or ladders.

Electrical and Mechanical Systems

- Inside the top are the electrical panels, control boxes, and wiring
essential for ride operation.

- The motors that power the chain lift and other ride elements are housed
here, protected from the elements.

- Backup power supplies and safety systems are also installed within these
spaces to ensure smooth operation.

Special Effects and Theming Elements

- Over the years, Disney has added various thematic details inside the
mountain, including sound effects, lighting, and animatronics.

- The top area sometimes features thematic decorations, such as alpine flags
or snow effects, that enhance the illusion of a real mountain summit.

- These effects are carefully concealed within the structure to maintain the



mountain’s natural appearance.

What Visitors Can See and Experience From The
Top

While the interior of the top is mostly reserved for maintenance and
operational components, some parts of the summit are accessible or visible to
guests.

Observation Deck and Scenic Views

- The actual observation deck at the summit is accessible via a small service
elevator or ladder for maintenance staff.

- Guests generally cannot access the very top, but the mountain’s peak offers
panoramic views of Disneyland and surrounding areas.

- Some areas near the summit feature windows or viewing platforms designed
for maintenance personnel, which provide glimpses into the internal workings.

Hidden Features and Easter Eggs

- Disney enthusiasts have uncovered various hidden details within the
mountain, including themed artifacts and subtle references.

- For example, small figurines, signage, or themed decorations are placed
within the mountain’s interior to add depth and storytelling layers.

The Engineering Marvels Behind the Mountain’s
Top

The top of the Matterhorn is a marvel of engineering ingenuity, combining
safety, functionality, and thematic storytelling seamlessly.

Structural Safety and Durability

- The mountain’s core is reinforced with steel supports capable of
withstanding high winds, snow loads, and seismic activity.
- The materials used are resistant to corrosion and weathering, ensuring



longevity.

Innovative Mechanical Systems

- The chain lift system at the top is one of the earliest examples of large-
scale amusement ride engineering.

- The ride’s safety systems, including emergency stop mechanisms and backup
power, are housed within the summit to ensure rider safety.

Integration of Theme and Function

- Disney designers cleverly conceal mechanical components within the mountain
to maintain the illusion of a natural alpine environment.

- The integration ensures that visitors experience a seamless blend of thrill
and storytelling without mechanical distractions.

Pros and Cons of the Mountain’s Top Structure

Pros:

- Innovative Design: Combines engineering with storytelling, creating a
believable mountain environment.

- Structural Support: Provides the necessary stability for a tall, heavy ride
structure.

- Maintenance Access: Hidden rooms facilitate efficient ride upkeep without
disrupting the guest experience.

- Aesthetic Appeal: Enhances the visual landmark status of the attraction.

Cons:

- Limited Guest Access: Visitors cannot freely explore the interior or
summit, limiting direct engagement.

- Complex Maintenance: The internal systems require specialized knowledge and
careful monitoring.

- Weather Sensitivity: External elements can sometimes impact the operation,
though internal systems are protected.



Conclusion

Inside the top of Disneyland’s Matterhorn Bobsled Coaster lies a fascinating
blend of engineering, maintenance infrastructure, and thematic storytelling.
While guests are often captivated by the mountain’s exterior and the thrill
of the ride itself, a closer look reveals a hidden world of support systems,
mechanical components, and secret rooms that keep the attraction running
smoothly. The summit’s interior is a testament to Disney’s ingenuity,
showcasing how they seamlessly integrate safety, functionality, and immersive
storytelling into one of the most iconic theme park structures ever built.
Whether you’re an engineering enthusiast, a Disney fan, or a curious visitor,
understanding what’s inside the top of the Matterhorn enriches the experience
and appreciation of this historic coaster.
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