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WHAT Is THE MessAaGE OF WE WEAR THE MAsk By PAuUL LAURENCE DUNBAR?

PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR’S POEM, “WE WEAR THE MASK,” IS A PROFOUND PIECE OF LITERARY WORK THAT EXPLORES THEMES
OF CONCEALMENT, SUFFERING, AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. W/RITTEN DURING THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, A
PERIOD MARKED BY RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND SOCIAL UPHEAVAL, THE POEM RESONATES DEEPLY WITH READERS WHO
UNDERSTAND THE NECESSITY OF HIDING ONE'S TRUE FEELINGS BEHIND A FACADE. THE MESSAGE OF “\WE WEAR THE MAsK”
REVEALS THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN PERSONAL PAIN AND SOCIETAL PERFORMANCE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW INDIVIDUALS
OFTEN HIDE THEIR TRUE SELVES TO SURVIVE OR CONFORM.

UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT OF “WEeE WEAR THE MAsk”

HisToricAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND

- PosT-RECONSTRUCTION ERA: DUNBAR WROTE THIS POEM DURING A TIME WHEN AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED SEVERE RACIAL
PREJUDICE, SEGREGATION, AND DISCRIMINATION.

- AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: THE POEM REFLECTS THE COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCE OF BLACK AMERICANS WHO HAD TO HIDE
THEIR PAIN BEHIND A METAPHORICAL MASK TO NAVIGATE A HOSTILE SOCIETY.

- SoCIAL EXPECTATIONS: BEYOND RACE, THE POEM ALSO SPEAKS TO THE UNIVERSAL HUMAN TENDENCY TO CONCEAL SUFFERING
TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL HARMONY OR PERSONAL SAFETY.

BioGrRAPHICAL INSIGHTS INTO PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR

- POET AND WRITER: DUNBAR WAS ONE OF THE FIRST INFLUENTIAL AFRICAN AMERICAN POETS TO GAIN NATIONAL RECOGNITION.
- THEMES IN His \W ORK: HIS POETRY OFTEN DEALT WITH THEMES OF RACIAL IDENTITY, RESILIENCE, AND THE DUALITY OF HUMAN
EXPERIENCE.

- PERSONAL STRUGGLES: DUNBAR’S OWN LIFE WAS MARKED BY THE TENSION BETWEEN HIS PUBLIC PERSONA AND PRIVATE
STRUGGLES, WHICH INFORMS THE EMOTIONAL DEPTH OF “\W/E WEAR THE MASK.”

ANALYZING THE CENTRAL MESSAGE OF THE POEM

THe CoNCePT oF WEARING A MASK

- METAPHOR FOR CONCEALMENT: THE MASK SYMBOLIZES THE FA ADE PEOPLE PRESENT TO THE WORLD, HIDING THEIR TRUE
FEELINGS, PAIN, OR IDENTITY.

- UNIVERSAL PHENOMENON: W/HILE ROOTED IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, THE ACT OF MASKING IS A UNIVERSAL
ASPECT OF HUMAN SOCIAL INTERACTION.

- SURVIVAL AND ADAPTATION: MASKS SERVE AS PROTECTIVE LAYERS THAT HELP INDIVIDUALS COPE WITH SOCIETAL
PRESSURES OR PERSONAL SUFFERING.



THeMES CONVEYED IN THE POEM

- DECEPTION AND FACADE: THE POEM EMPHASIZES THAT THE MASK CONCEALS PAIN AND SUFFERING, OFTEN LEADING TO INTERNAL
CONFLICT.

- RESILIENCE AMIDST SUFFERING: DESPITE THE PAIN, INDIVIDUALS CONTINUE TO WEAR THE MASK, DEMONSTRATING RESILIENCE
AND ENDURANCE.

- SoCIETAL EXPECTATIONS AND CONFORMITY: THE MASK REFLECTS SOCIETAL DEMANDS TO CONFORM, SUPPRESS
INDIVIDUALITY, OR HIDE VULNERABILITY.

THe DUALITY oF HUMAN EXPERIENCE

- INNER VS. OUTER SELF: DUNBAR EXPLORES THE TENSION BETWEEN WHO PEOPLE ARE INTERNALLY AND WHAT THEY PROJECT
EXTERNALLY.

- EMOTIONAL SUPPRESSION: THE POEM HIGHLIGHTS HOW EMOTIONAL PAIN IS OFTEN HIDDEN BEHIND A COMPOSED EXTERIOR.

- THe CoST ofF MASKING: THE ACT OF HIDING FEELINGS CAN LEAD TO EMOTIONAL EXHAUSTION OR LOSS OF AUTHENTIC SELF.

DeTAILED BREAKDOWN OF POEM’s KEY LINES AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

“WE sMILE, BUT, O GREAT CHRIST, OUR CRIES | To THEE FROM TORTURED SOULS
ARISE.”

- EXPRESSION OF INNER PAIN: THIS LINE REVEALS THAT BENEATH THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF HAPPINESS, THERE IS SUFFERING
AND ANGUISH.

- ReLiglous ALLUSION: CALLS TO CHRIST SUGGEST A PLEA FOR RELIEF OR UNDERSTANDING, EMPHASIZING DEEP SPIRITUAL
ANGUISH.

“W/HY SHOULD THE WORLD BE OVER-WISE, / IN COUNTING ALL OUR TEARS?”

- QUESTIONING SOCIETALJUDGMENTI REFLECTS ON HOW SOCIETY OFTEN JUDGES APPEARANCES WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING THE
PAIN CONCEALED BENEATH.
- PROTECTION OF PRIVACY: IMPLIES A DESIRE TO HIDE THE DEPTH OF SUFFERING FROM SOCIETAL SCRUTINY.

“WE SING, BUT OH THE CLAY IS VILE / BENEATH OUR FEET, AND LONG THE MILE.”

- CONTRAST BETWEEN SINGING AND SUFFERING: THE ACT OF SINGING SYMBOLIZES OUTWARD POSITIVITY, WHILE THE “CLAY”
AND “LONG MILE” SUGGEST HARDSHIP AND STRUGGLE.
- ENDURANCE: DESPITE THE DIFFICULTY, THE ACT OF SINGING CONTINUES—AN ACT OF RESILIENCE.

“\WE WEAR THE MASK THAT GRINS AND LIES.”

- CrucIAL LINE: DIRECTLY STATES THAT THE MASK INVOLVES DECEPTION, HIDING TRUE EMOTIONS BEHIND A FALSE SMILE.
- ACCEPTANCE OF FACADE: SUGGESTS THAT WEARING THE MASK IS OFTEN A NECESSARY PART OF LIFE, EVEN IF IT INVOLVES
DECEPTION.



THE BROADER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MESSAGE

ReLevVANCE To RACIAL IDENTITY AND DISCRIMINATION

- AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: DUNBAR’S POEM IS A COMMENTARY ON THE SOCIETAL PRESSURES FACED BY BLACK
AMERICANS TO HIDE THEIR PAIN AND RESILIENCE.

- CoPING MECHANISM: THE MASK BECOMES A SURVIVAL TOOL IN A RACIALLY PREJUDICED SOCIETY.

- HISTORICAL REFLECTION: |T OFFERS INSIGHT INTO THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND THE RESILIENCE
REQUIRED TO ENDURE IT.

UNIVERSAL HUMAN EXPERIENCE

- BEYoND RACE: THE POEM’S MESSAGE RESONATES WITH ANYONE WHO HAS FACED EMOTIONAL HARDSHIP OR SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS TO CONCEAL TRUE FEELINGS.

- MENTAL HEALTH AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING: HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF ACKNOWLEDGING INTERNAL STRUGGLES
RATHER THAN SUPPRESSING THEM.

IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIETY AND PERSONAL GROWTH

- ENCOURAGES AUTHENTICITY: UNDERSTANDING THE NEED TO SOMETIMES WEAR MASKS CAN FOSTER EMPATHY BUT ALSO
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF AUTHENTIC EXPRESSION.

- RECOGNIZING HIDDEN PAIN: AW ARENESS OF THE MASKS PEOPLE WEAR CAN LEAD TO MORE COMPASSIONATE INTERACTIONS.
- PATH To HEALING: ENCOURAGES INDIVIDUALS TO FIND SAFE SPACES WHERE THEY CAN REMOVE THEIR MASKS AND EXPRESS
THEIR AUTHENTIC SELVES.

ConcLusioN: THe ENDURING MessAGE ofF “WE WEeAR THE Mask”

THe PoeM “WE WEAR THE MAask” BY PAUL L AURENCE DUNBAR DELIVERS A POWERFUL MESSAGE ABOUT THE HUMAN
CONDITION—NAMELY, THE TENDENCY TO HIDE PAIN BEHIND A FACADE. W/HETHER MOTIVATED BY SOCIETAL PRESSURES, PERSONAL
SURVIVAL, OR CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS, THE ACT OF MASKING IS A COMPLEX AND DEEPLY HUMAN EXPERIENCE. DUNBAR’S
\WORDS REMIND US OF THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF HIDING ONE’S TRUE SELF AND HIGHLIGHT THE RESILIENCE REQUIRED TO ENDURE
HARDSHIP. THE POEM INVITES US TO REFLECT ON THE MASKS WE WEAR OURSELVES AND ENCOURAGES A MORE EMPATHETIC
UNDERSTANDING OF OTHERS’ STRUGGLES. ULTIMATELY, DUNBAR’S “WE WEAR THE MASK” IS A TIMELESS EXPLORATION OF
CONCEALMENT, RESILIENCE, AND THE UNIVERSAL DESIRE FOR AUTHENTIC CONNECTION.

MEeTA DESCRIPTION:

DISCOVER THE PROFOUND MESSAGE OF PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR'S “\WE WEAR THE MASK,” EXPLORING THEMES OF
CONCEALMENT, RESILIENCE, AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS. LEARN HOW THE POEM REFLECTS BOTH HISTORICAL AND UNIVERSAL
HUMAN EXPERIENCES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘WE WEAR THE MAsk’ BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR?

THE MAIN THEME IS THE CONCEALMENT OF PAIN, SUFFERING, AND TRUE EMOTIONS BEHIND A FACADE OF HAPPINESS OR
COMPOSURE, HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLES FACED BY MARGINALIZED GROUPS.



WHAT MESSAGE DOES DUNBAR CONVEY ABOUT SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS IN ‘WE
WEAR THE MAsk'?

DUNBAR EMPHASIZES THAT SOCIETY OFTEN FORCES INDIVIDUALS TO HIDE THEIR TRUE FEELINGS TO MAINTAIN APPEARANCES,
WHICH CAN LEAD TO INTERNAL SUFFERING AND A DISCONNECT BETWEEN OUT\W ARD EXPRESSIONS AND INNER REALITIES.

How DoEs THE POEM ‘WE WEAR THE MASK’ RELATE TO THE EXPERIENCES OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS?

THE POEM REFLECTS THE WAY AFRICAN AMERICANS HISTORICALLY CONCEALED THEIR TRUE EMOTIONS AND STRUGGLES BEHIND A
‘MASK’ OF POLITENESS AND RESILIENCE TO COPE WITH DISCRIMINATION AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE.

\WHY IS THE METAPHOR OF WEARING A MASK SIGNIFICANT IN DUNBAR'S POEM?

THE METAPHOR SYMBOLIZES THE ACT OF HIDING ONE'S TRUE FEELINGS AND IDENTITY TO CONFORM TO SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS,
OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF PERSONAL AUTHENTICITY AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING.

How poEes 'WE WEAR THE MASK’ RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY ISSUES?

THE POEM REMAINS RELEVANT TODAY AS IT SPEAKS TO THE UNIVERSAL TENDENCY TO HIDE PAIN AND VULNERABILITY,
ESPECIALLY IN CONTEXTS LIKE MENTAL HEALTH, SOCIAL PRESSURE, AND IDENTITY CONCEALMENT.

\WHAT EMOTIONS DOES DUNBAR EVOKE THROUGH THE IMAGERY IN '\WE WEAR THE
MAsk'?

DUNBAR EVOKES FEELINGS OF SORROW/, RESILIENCE, AND CONCEALMENT, ILLUSTRATING THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF MAINTAINING A
FACADE AMIDST SUFFERING.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLOSING LINES OF 'WE WEAR THE MAsk'?

THE CLOSING LINES EMPHASIZE THE ONGOING STRUGGLE OF HIDING TRUE FEELINGS AND SUGGEST THAT THIS ACT OF
CONCEALMENT IS A SHARED EXPERIENCE, FOSTERING EMPATHY AND AWARENESS OF UNDERLYING PAIN.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

WE WEAR THE MAsk BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR IS MORE THAN JUST A POETIC COMPOSITION; IT IS A PROFOUND
COMMENTARY ON THE HUMAN CONDITION, SOCIETAL STRUGGLES, AND THE MASKS INDIVIDUALS WEAR TO NAVIGATE THE
COMPLEXITIES OF LIFE. AS AN EXPERT ANALYSIS, THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE LAYERED MESSAGE OF DUNBAR’S WORK,
EXPLORING ITS THEMES, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND ENDURING RELEV ANCE.

INTRODUCTION TO PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR AND THE POEM

PauL LAURENCE DuNBAR (1872-1906) WAS AN INFLUENTIAL AFRICAN AMERICAN POET AND WRITER WHOSE WORK OFTEN
ADDRESSED THEMES OF RACIAL IDENTITY, SOCIAL INJUSTICE, AND THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. HiS POEM “W/E WEAR THE MASK”
FIRST APPEARED IN 1896 AND HAS SINCE BECOME A SEMINAL PIECE IN AMERICAN LITERATURE, RESONATING ACROSS
GENERATIONS.

THE POEM IS SUCCINCT YET POWERFUL, EMPLOYING VIVID IMAGERY AND RHYTHMIC DEVICES TO COMMUNICATE ITS CORE
MESSAGE. UNDERSTANDING DUNBAR’S BACKGROUND AND THE SOCIO-HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS ESSENTIAL TO GRASP THE DEPTH



OF THE POEM’S MESSAGE.

HisToricAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

THE PosT-RECONSTRUCTION ERA AND RACIAL FACADES

PUBLISHED DURING THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, A TIME WHEN AFRICAN AMERICANS FACED HARSH RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND
SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION, DUNBAR’S POEM CAPTURES THE EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL TOLL OF SUCH REALITIES. DURING THIS PERIOD,
AFRICAN AMERICANS OFTEN FELT COMPELLED TO WEAR “MASKS™ TO CONCEAL THEIR TRUE FEELINGS, HOPES, OR IDENTITIES IN
ORDER TO NAVIGATE A SOCIETY RIFE WITH PREJUDICE.

LiITERARY MOVEMENTS AND DUNBAR’S UNIQUE VOICE

DUNBAR’S WORK IS INFLUENCED BY BOTH TRADITIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN ORAL TRADITIONS AND EUROPEAN POETIC FORMS.
His ABILITY TO BLEND HUMOR, SORROW , AND RESILIENCE IN HIS POETRY ALLOWS HIM TO COMMUNICATE COMPLEX SOCIAL
TRUTHS SUCCINCTLY, MAKING “\We WEeAR THE MASK” A COMPELLING REFLECTION OF THAT ERA’S SOCIAL DYNAMICS.

DecobING THE MessAGE oF “WE WEeAR THE Mask”

THe CenTrRAL THeME: CONCEALMENT AND FACADES

AT ITS CORE, "WE WEAR THE MASK” EXPLORES THE IDEA THAT INDIVIDUALS, ESPECIALLY MARGINALIZED GROUPS, OFTEN HIDE
THEIR TRUE FEELINGS BEHIND A CAREFULLY CRAFTED FACADE. DUNBAR’S “MASK” SYMBOLIZES SOCIAL MASKS—BEHAVIORS,
EXPRESSIONS, OR ATTITUDES ADOPTED TO CONCEAL PAIN, SUFFERING, OR AUTHENTIC IDENTITY.

THE POEM’S REFRAIN, “\XE WEAR THE MASK THAT GRINS AND LIES/” ENCAPSULATES THE ACT OF DISGUISING INTERNAL
STRUGGLES FROM THE EXTERNAL WORLD, OFTEN TO MAINTAIN SOCIETAL ACCEPTANCE OR PERSONAL SAFETY.

THe DUALITY oF HUMAN EXPERIENCE

THE POEM EMPHASIZES THE DICHOTOMY BETWEEN EXTERNAL APPEARANCES AND INTERNAL REALITIES:

- EXTERNAL PRESENTATION: A CHEERFUL, RESILIENT FACADE THAT HIDES PAIN.
- INTERNAL REALITY: FEELINGS OF DESPAIR, GRIEF, OR FRUSTRATION THAT ARE CONCEALED FROM OTHERS.

THIS DUALITY UNDERPINS MUCH OF DUNBAR’S MESSAGE: THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOLL OF HIDING ONE’S TRUE SELF AND THE
SOCIETAL PRESSURES TO DO SO.



SYMBOLISM AND IMAGERY IN THE POEM

THE “MASK™ IS A POTENT SYMBOL REPRESENTING SEVERAL LAYERED MEANINGS:
- SocIAL MASkS: CONFORMITY TO SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.
- EMOTIONAL MASKS: SUPPRESSION OF PERSONAL SUFFERING.

- CULTURAL MASKS: MAINTAINING CULTURAL IDENTITY IN OPPRESSIVE CONTEXTS.

DUNBAR’S IMAGERY EVOKES A SENSE OF UNIVERSALITY—SUGGESTING THAT EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF BACKGROUND, MIGHT
WEAR A MASK AT DIFFERENT TIMES FOR DIFFERENT REASONS.

THe BROADER SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS

RACIAL INJUSTICE AND THE BLACK EXPERIENCE

For AFRICAN AMERICANS IN DUNBAR’S TIME, THE MASK OFTEN REPRESENTED THE NEED TO HIDE THE PAIN OF RACISM,
DISCRIMINATION, AND INEQUALITY. BY WEARING A MASK, THEY COULD NAVIGATE HOSTILE ENVIRONMENTS WITHOUT EXPOSING
VULNERABILITY THAT MIGHT INVITE FURTHER HARM.

KEY IMPLICATIONS INCLUDE:

- THE EMOTIONAL TOLL OF RACIAL SUPPRESSION.

- THE RESILIENCE REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN A FACADE OF STRENGTH.
- THE INTERNAL CONFLICT BETWEEN AUTHENTICITY AND SOCIETAL ACCEPTANCE.

UNIVERSAL ReLEVANCE ACROSS CULTURES AND CONTEXTS

W/HILE ROOTED IN DUNBAR’S SPECIFIC SOCIAL CONTEXT, THE POEM’S MESSAGE TRANSCENDS RACE, RESONATING WITH ANYONE
WHO HAS EVER FELT COMPELLED TO HIDE THEIR TRUE FEELINGS:

- PEOPLE FACING PERSONAL STRUGGLES.
- THOSE IN TOXIC OR OPPRESSIVE ENVIRONMENTS.

- INDIVIDUALS MANAGING SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.

THE POEM UNDERSCORES THE UNIVERSAL HUMAN TENDENCY TO CONCEAL VULNERABILITY, WHICH HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR MENTAL
HEALTH, AUTHENTICITY, AND SOCIAL COHESION.

THE EMOTIONAL AND PsycHoLoGICAL DIMENSIONS

THe CosT oF WEARING MASKS

DUNBAR SUBTLY HINTS AT THE EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH WEARING MASKS:



- EMOTIONAL FATIGUE: SUSTAINING A FACADE DRAINS MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL RESOURCES.
- |ISOLATION: WEARING MASKS CAN LEAD TO FEELINGS OF LONELINESS AND DISCONNECT.
- SUPPRESSED IDENTITY: CONTINUOUS CONCEALMENT CAN STIFLE AUTHENTIC SELF-EXPRESSION.

THe CoURAGE To REMOVE THE MASK

\W/HILE THE POEM HIGHLIGHTS THE NECESSITY OF MASKS IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS, IT ALSO PROMPTS REFLECTION ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF AUTHENTICITY AND VULNERABILITY:

- BUILDING GENUINE CONNECTIONS.
- ACHIEVING EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING.

- EMBRACING ONE’S TRUE SELF DESPITE SOCIETAL PRESSURES.

THOUGH DUNBAR EMPHASIZES CONCEALMENT, HE ALSO HINTS AT THE POTENTIAL LIBERATION IN HONESTY AND AUTHENTICITY.

LiTERARY DEVICES AND THEIR IMPACT

DUNBAR SKILLFULLY EMPLOYS VARIOUS LITERARY DEVICES TO AMPLIFY HIS MESSAGE:

- REPETITION: THE REFRAIN “WE WEAR THE MASK” EMPHASIZES THE UNIVERSALITY AND PERSISTENCE OF CONCEALMENT.
- RHYTHM AND RHYME: CREATES A MUSICAL QUALITY THAT MAKES THE POEM MEMORABLE AND IMPACTFUL.

- IMAGERY: VIVID DESCRIPTIONS EVOKE EMOTION AND UNDERSTANDING.

- METAPHOR: THE MASK AS A SYMBOL FOR SOCIAL DISGUISE AND INTERNAL SUFFERING.

THESE DEVICES WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A COMPELLING AND RESONANT PIECE THAT ENCOURAGES REFLECTION ON SOCIETAL
NORMS AND PERSONAL AUTHENTICITY.

ReLEVANCE ToDpAY: THE MAsk IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

IN MODERN TIMES, DUNBAR’S POEM GAINS NEW LAYERS OF MEANING, ESPECIALLY IN CONTEXTS SUCH AS:

- MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS: THE IMPORTANCE OF BREAKING DOWN EMOTIONAL MASKS TO SEEK HELP.

- SOCIAL MEDIA: THE CURATED PERSONAS PEOPLE PRESENT ONLINE OFTEN MASK THEIR TRUE SELVES.

- CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS: SOCIETAL NORMS THAT COMPEL INDIVIDUALS TO CONFORM OR HIDE TRAITS THEY FEAR MAY BE
JUDGED.

THE ENDURING MESSAGE INVITES US TO CONSIDER OUR OWN MASKS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF AUTHENTICITY IN FOSTERING
GENUINE HUMAN CONNECTIONS.

CoNcLusioN:; THe LASTING MessAGE oF DUNBAR’S POEM

“\WE WEAR THE MAsk” BY PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR IS A POIGNANT EXPLORATION OF THE HUMAN TENDENCY TO CONCEAL
PAIN, FEAR, AND IDENTITY BEHIND SOCIETAL MASKS. |TS LAYERED MESSAGE UNDERSCORES THE UNIVERSALITY OF
CONCEALMENT—\WHETHER DRIVEN BY RACIAL INJUSTICE, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, OR PERSONAL VULNERABILITY.



DUNBAR’S WORK URGES US TO REFLECT ON THE MASKS WE WEAR, THE EMOTIONAL TOLL THEY TAKE, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
AUTHENTICITY. WHILE THE POEM ACKNOWLEDGES THE NECESSITY OF MASKS IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS, IT ALSO CHAMPIONS THE
COURAGE TO REVEAL ONE’S TRUE SELF, FOSTERING GENUINE UNDERSTANDING, EMPATHY, AND CONNECTION.

IN ESSENCE, DUNBAR’S “\WE WEAR THE MASK” IS A TIMELESS REMINDER OF THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN SOCIETAL ROLES

AND PERSONAL AUTHENTICITY—A MESSAGE AS RELEVANT TODAY AS IT WAS OVER A CENTURY AGO. |T CHALLENGES US TO
CONSIDER WHEN MASKS SERVE US AND WHEN THEY HINDER OUR PURSUIT OF TRUTH AND GENUINE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
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