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Understanding the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 of Robert Louis
Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is crucial for
appreciating how the story is conveyed and how its themes are developed. The
narrative perspective shapes the reader’s perception of characters, setting,
and the unfolding mystery. In the opening chapter, Stevenson employs a
distinctive narrative approach that creates a sense of intrigue and
foreboding. This article will explore the narrative perspective used in
Chapter 1, analyze its features, and discuss how it influences the reader’s
understanding of the story.

Overview of Narrative Perspectives

Before diving into the specifics of Chapter 1, it is helpful to understand
the common types of narrative perspectives found in literature.

Types of Narrative Perspectives

First-Person Narrative: The story is told by a character within the
story, using "I" or "we." This perspective offers intimate insight into
the narrator’s thoughts and feelings.

Third-Person Limited: The narrator is outside the story but focuses on
one character’s thoughts and experiences.

Third-Person Omniscient: An all-knowing narrator who can access the
thoughts, feelings, and backgrounds of multiple characters.

Objective or Dramatic Perspective: The narrator reports only what can be
observed, without access to characters' internal thoughts.

In Jekyll and Hyde, the narrative perspective plays a vital role in
establishing suspense and ambiguity, especially in the first chapter.

The Narrative Voice in Chapter 1

Third-Person Limited in the Opening Paragraphs

The story begins with a third-person narrative that is primarily limited to
an external, objective perspective. The narrator describes Mr. Utterson, a
lawyer, and his reactions to a mysterious figure—Edward Hyde. The initial



description is factual and detached, creating an atmosphere of curiosity and
unease.

The Use of an Omniscient Narrator

While the narrative appears mostly limited, Stevenson employs an omniscient
tone in certain passages, providing insights into characters’ thoughts
indirectly through their actions and dialogues. This blending of perspectives
helps maintain suspense and invites the reader to piece together clues.

Perspective Through the Lens of Mr. Utterson

Focalization on Utterson's Perspective

Much of Chapter 1 is filtered through Mr. Utterson’s point of view. The
narrative provides detailed descriptions of his thoughts, concerns, and
deductions about the mysterious events surrounding Hyde and Jekyll.

Implication of a Limited Internal View

Although the narrator occasionally hints at Utterson’s internal state, the
perspective remains largely external. The reader sees what Utterson observes
and infers his feelings, but does not access his inner monologue directly.
This limited internal perspective enhances the sense of mystery.

Use of Narrative Perspective to Create
Atmosphere and Tension

Maintaining Ambiguity

The choice of a mostly third-person limited perspective allows Stevenson to
withhold certain information, creating suspense. The narrator reveals details
gradually, aligning with Utterson’s investigations and suspicions.

Creating a Sense of Foreboding

By focusing on Utterson’s observations and reactions, the narrative
perspective emphasizes the mysterious and sinister qualities of Hyde. The
external, observational tone contributes to an atmosphere of unease.



Additional Narrative Techniques in Chapter 1

Use of Descriptive Language

Stevenson’s language is vivid and often foreboding, which complements the
narrative perspective. Descriptions of Hyde’s appearance and behavior are
crafted to evoke fear and suspicion.

Inclusion of Dialect and Speech

Dialogue, especially Utterson’s conversations, provides insight into
characters’ personalities and motives, all within the third-person framework.
These exchanges help develop the narrative without shifting perspective.

Impact of Narrative Perspective on Reader
Engagement

Building Suspense and Curiosity

The limited perspective, combined with Stevenson’s detailed descriptions,
encourages readers to become detectives alongside Utterson, piecing together
clues from external observations.

Encouraging Interpretations and Theories

The narrative’s withholding of internal thoughts and the focus on external
actions invite multiple interpretations, heightening engagement and
discussion.

Summary of Key Points

The opening chapter predominantly employs a third-person limited1.
perspective focused on Mr. Utterson.

There are elements of omniscience, especially in descriptions that2.
provide background and atmosphere.

This perspective maintains suspense by revealing information gradually3.
and externalizing characters’ thoughts through their actions and
dialogues.

The narrative perspective plays a crucial role in establishing the4.
novel’s themes of mystery, duality, and the unknown.



Conclusion: The Effectiveness of the Narrative
Perspective in Chapter 1

The narrative perspective in Chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde is carefully
crafted to create a mood of suspense and unease. By primarily adopting a
third-person limited viewpoint centered on Mr. Utterson, Stevenson allows
readers to explore the mystery from a character’s external perspective, which
amplifies the sense of intrigue. The selective use of omniscience and
detailed descriptions further enriches the narrative, enabling Stevenson to
subtly hint at deeper themes while maintaining an air of ambiguity. This
approach effectively draws readers into the story, encouraging them to
question the nature of good and evil and to engage actively in unraveling the
mystery. Overall, the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 is a vital
storytelling device that sets the tone for the entire novel and underscores
its enduring appeal.

---

If you need further analysis or a more detailed exploration of specific
passages, feel free to ask!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the narrative perspective used in Chapter 1
of Jekyll and Hyde?

Chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde is narrated from a third-person perspective,
primarily through the eyes of an omniscient narrator who provides insights
into the characters and setting.

How does the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 set
the tone of the story?

The third-person narration creates a mysterious and ominous tone by
describing the environment and characters with an element of detachment,
hinting at the hidden darkness within the story.

Does the narrative perspective change in Chapter 1 of
Jekyll and Hyde?

No, the story is consistently told from a third-person omniscient perspective
in Chapter 1, giving readers a broad view of the setting and characters.

Why is the third-person perspective effective in
Chapter 1?

It allows the narrator to provide detailed descriptions and build suspense,
setting up the themes of duality and mystery central to the novel.



Are there any narrative techniques used in Chapter 1
that influence the perspective?

Yes, the use of descriptive language, foreshadowing, and subtle hints from
the narrator help establish the story's mood and perspective.

How does the narrative perspective in Chapter 1
contribute to the reader’s understanding of Dr.
Jekyll?

The third-person narration offers an external view of Jekyll, allowing
readers to observe his actions and surroundings without direct insight into
his inner thoughts, creating intrigue.

Is the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 reliable or
unreliable?

The third-person omniscient narrator is generally reliable, providing an
objective view, but the tone and descriptions suggest a sense of mystery and
ambiguity.

What role does the narrative perspective play in
establishing the setting in Chapter 1?

It helps create a vivid and atmospheric setting, emphasizing the Victorian
London environment and its underlying darkness.

How might the story change if Chapter 1 were told
from a different perspective?

If told from a first-person perspective, the story might become more personal
and subjective, potentially reducing the sense of mystery and omniscience
present in the original narration.

What is the significance of the narrative perspective
in shaping the themes introduced in Chapter 1?

The third-person perspective helps introduce themes of duality, secrecy, and
morality by providing an external, yet detailed, view of the characters and
setting, setting the stage for the novel's deeper exploration.

Additional Resources
What Is The Narrative Perspective In Chapter 1 Of Jekyll And Hyde?
Understanding the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 of Robert Louis
Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is essential for grasping
how the story’s tone, mood, and themes are conveyed. The narrative
perspective shapes the reader’s experience, influencing how the story unfolds
and how characters are portrayed. In this chapter, Stevenson employs a
specific narrative approach that sets the stage for the novel’s exploration
of duality, morality, and identity. Analyzing this perspective provides
insight into the story’s structure and the author's techniques in



establishing suspense and intrigue.

---

Introduction to Narrative Perspective

Before diving into Chapter 1 specifically, it’s important to understand what
narrative perspective means. In literature, narrative perspective (or point
of view) refers to the vantage point from which a story is told. It
determines whose voice the reader hears, how much they know about the
characters and events, and the emotional distance or intimacy they experience
with the story.

Common narrative perspectives include:
- First-person: The story is told by a character within the story, using “I”
or “we.”
- Third-person limited: The narrator is outside the story but focuses closely
on one character’s thoughts and feelings.
- Third-person omniscient: The narrator knows everything about all characters
and events, providing a comprehensive view.
- Objective (or dramatic): The narrator reports only observable actions and
dialogue, with no insight into characters’ internal thoughts.

In Jekyll and Hyde, Stevenson predominantly uses a third-person limited
perspective, focusing initially on the viewpoint of Mr. Utterson, the story’s
primary narrator and a lawyer. This choice influences how the story’s
mysteries and themes are revealed.

---

The Narrative Perspective in Chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde

The Use of Mr. Utterson’s Point of View

Chapter 1 introduces the story through the eyes of Mr. Utterson, a lawyer and
a friend of Dr. Jekyll. Stevenson employs a third-person limited perspective
centered on Utterson, which shapes the reader’s initial understanding of the
story. This perspective allows Stevenson to:
- Present events and characters from Utterson’s point of view.
- Maintain a sense of mystery and suspense, as the reader learns about Jekyll
and Hyde through Utterson’s observations and concerns.
- Develop an intimate connection between the reader and Utterson, as his
thoughts and reactions are closely followed.

By choosing Utterson as the narrative lens, Stevenson grounds the story in a
rational, moral perspective, aligning with Utterson’s character as a
respectable, cautious man. This perspective also lends credibility and
sobriety to the narrative, contrasting with the supernatural and mysterious
elements that unfold later.

The Effect of Limited Perspective

Using a limited third-person perspective in Chapter 1 has several key
effects:
- Creates suspense: The reader shares Utterson’s curiosity and suspicion, but
is kept in the dark about Jekyll and Hyde’s true nature.
- Establishes tone: Utterson’s calm, rational voice sets a serious,
restrained tone that reflects Victorian values.
- Builds empathy: Readers are encouraged to see the events through Utterson’s



moral lens, emphasizing themes of morality and duality.

---

How the Narrative Perspective Shapes the Chapter’s Content

Focus on Utterson’s Character and Concerns

Throughout Chapter 1, Stevenson’s narrative perspective allows readers to:
- Learn about Jekyll’s reputation and character through Utterson’s
conversations and thoughts.
- Understand the significance of the mysterious relationship between Jekyll
and Hyde through Utterson’s investigations.
- Experience the initial tension and unease from Utterson’s perspective as he
contemplates the strange circumstances surrounding Jekyll’s will and Hyde’s
appearances.

This focus underscores the theme of Victorian morality, as Utterson’s
perspective embodies societal concern with reputation, respectability, and
moral integrity.

Limited Knowledge and Building Mystery

The third-person limited perspective means that the reader’s knowledge is
restricted to what Utterson knows or observes. For example:
- The reader only gradually learns about Hyde’s sinister reputation and
Jekyll’s connection to him.
- The true nature of Hyde remains hidden, increasing suspense.
- Stevenson intentionally withholds information, creating a sense of mystery
that propels the plot.

This narrative choice encourages reader engagement, prompting questions about
identity, morality, and the hidden aspects of human nature.

---

The Language and Tone Through the Perspective

Stevenson’s language in Chapter 1 is carefully tailored through Utterson’s
perspective:
- Formal, restrained diction reflects Victorian propriety.
- Descriptive details, such as the description of Hyde’s “pale and dwarfish”
appearance, are filtered through Utterson’s observations, emphasizing his
cautious and analytical mindset.
- The tone is serious and somewhat ominous, setting the mood for the darker
themes to come.

The narrative perspective thus not only influences what is revealed but also
how it is presented, shaping the reader’s emotional response.

---

Impact of Narrative Perspective on Themes and Reader Experience

The choice of a third-person limited perspective centered on Utterson
influences how key themes are introduced:
- Duality of human nature: Utterson’s moral sensibility and concern with
reputation reflect the Victorian preoccupation with appearances versus hidden
truths.



- Mystery and suspense: Limited perspective fosters curiosity and maintains
suspense, as the reader remains in the dark about Hyde’s true nature.
- Repression and morality: Utterson’s cautious viewpoint emphasizes the
Victorian emphasis on social propriety, foreshadowing the themes of
repression and duality.

For the reader, this perspective creates an investigative, almost detective-
like experience, aligning with the story’s exploration of uncovering hidden
truths.

---

Summary of the Narrative Perspective in Chapter 1

To summarize, the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde is
predominantly a third-person limited point of view focused on Mr. Utterson.
This approach:
- Provides a grounded, rational lens through which the story is introduced.
- Builds suspense by controlling the flow of information.
- Enhances themes of morality, secrecy, and duality.
- Shapes the tone as serious, restrained, and mysterious.

By employing this perspective, Stevenson effectively draws the reader into a
Victorian world where appearances can be deceiving, and the true nature of
humanity remains hidden beneath the surface.

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding the narrative perspective in Chapter 1 of Jekyll and Hyde is
crucial for appreciating the novel’s narrative strategy and thematic depth.
Stevenson’s choice to narrate through Utterson’s limited perspective serves
to engage the reader’s curiosity, establish a serious tone, and underscore
the story’s exploration of duality and hidden truths. As the story
progresses, this perspective continues to influence how the narrative
unfolds, making it a fundamental element in the novel’s enduring power and
intrigue.
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