
Where Does Russia Rank In Size Compared
To The Rest Of The World
Where Does Russia Rank In Size Compared To The Rest Of The World is a question that often
piques the curiosity of geography enthusiasts, students, and travelers alike. As the largest country on
Earth by landmass, Russia's sheer size makes it a fascinating subject of comparison among the
world's nations. Its vast expanse spans Eastern Europe and northern Asia, covering a diverse range of
climates, landscapes, and cultures. In this article, we will explore Russia's position in terms of size
relative to other countries, delve into its geographical features, and analyze what makes its landmass
so impressive and unique in the global context.

Russia’s Overall Landmass and Global Ranking

Russia's Total Area and Its Significance

Russia's total land area is approximately 17,098,242 square kilometers (6,601,668 square miles). This
immense size not only makes Russia the largest country in the world but also accounts for about 11%
of the Earth's total land area. Its vastness means that Russia spans eleven time zones and
encompasses a wide variety of ecosystems, from tundra and taiga to mountains and deserts.

The significance of Russia’s size extends beyond mere numbers. It influences its climate, natural
resources, military strategy, and cultural diversity. The extensive landmass also presents logistical
and infrastructural challenges, impacting transportation, governance, and economic development
across its territories.

How Russia Ranks Among the World's Largest
Countries

Top Countries by Land Area

To put Russia's size into perspective, here is a list of the top five largest countries in the world by
landmass:

Russia – 17,098,242 km²1.

Canada – 9,984,670 km²2.

United States – 9,826,675 km² (including territories)3.



China – 9,596,961 km²4.

Brazil – 8,515,767 km²5.

As evident, Russia's land area significantly surpasses the second-largest country, Canada, by nearly
double.

Comparative Analysis with Other Countries

- Russia vs. Canada and the US: Russia's landmass is almost twice as large as Canada and exceeds
the US by several million square kilometers.
- Russia vs. China and Brazil: While China and Brazil are enormous in population and regional
influence, their landmass is considerably smaller than Russia’s.

This ranking underscores Russia’s dominance in terms of geographical size, which has historically
contributed to its strategic depth and resource wealth.

Geographical Features and Extent of Russia’s
Landmass

Major Geographic Regions in Russia

Russia's territory is divided into several distinct geographical regions:

European Russia: The western part of the country, including Moscow and Saint Petersburg,
characterized by plains and fertile lands.

Siberia: Extending eastward from the Ural Mountains to the Pacific, Siberia is vast, sparsely
populated, and rich in natural resources.

Far East: The easternmost part, bordering the Pacific Ocean and countries like China and North
Korea.

Ural Mountains: Serving as a natural divide between European and Asian Russia.

Mountain Ranges and Plateaus: Including the Caucasus Mountains in the south, home to
Mount Elbrus, the highest peak in Europe at 5,642 meters.

The diversity of these regions contributes to Russia’s immense size, with each area possessing unique
landscapes, climates, and natural resources.



The Extent of Russia’s Borders

- Land Borders: Russia shares land borders with 14 countries, including Norway, Finland, Poland,
China, Mongolia, and North Korea.
- Maritime Borders: It has coastlines along the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, with access to the Baltic,
Black, and Caspian Seas.
- Longest Land Border: The Russian–Kazakh border, stretching over 7,600 kilometers, is the longest
shared boundary in the world.

This extensive border network emphasizes Russia’s vast geographical reach and strategic
importance.

Implications of Russia’s Size

Natural Resources and Economic Impact

Russia's expansive landmass is rich in natural resources, including:

Oil and natural gas

Coal

Minerals such as gold, diamonds, and platinum

Forests for timber

Freshwater reserves

These resources underpin Russia's economy and provide leverage in global markets. The size of its
territory allows for the extraction of these resources across diverse regions, from Siberian oil fields to
Far Eastern fisheries.

Climate Diversity and Environmental Challenges

Russia's vast territory results in a wide range of climates:

- Arctic and Subarctic in Siberia: Long, harsh winters with permafrost.
- Temperate zones in European Russia: Mild summers and cold winters.
- Mountains in the Caucasus: Alpine climate.

This diversity presents environmental challenges, including managing permafrost melting,
deforestation, and habitat preservation across different ecosystems.



How Russia’s Size Affects Its Global Role

Strategic and Military Significance

Russia's size grants it strategic depth, allowing for extensive military deployment and defense
capabilities. Its vast territory provides natural buffer zones, influencing geopolitical strategies and
international relations.

Influence in International Organizations

As the largest country, Russia plays a crucial role in global organizations such as the United Nations,
G20, and BRICS. Its size and resources contribute to its influence in shaping international policies.

Cultural and Demographic Diversity

The extensive landmass is home to over 140 million people belonging to more than 200 ethnic
groups. This diversity enriches Russian culture but also poses internal administrative and social
challenges.

Conclusion: Russia’s Position in the World of
Geographical Giants

In conclusion, Russia's ranking as the largest country in the world by landmass is a defining feature of
its identity and global stature. Covering over 17 million square kilometers, it dwarfs many other
nations and spans a wide array of climates, landscapes, and cultures. Its enormous size has profound
implications for its natural resources, strategic military positioning, environmental management, and
international influence. Understanding Russia’s geographical scale provides valuable insights into its
historical development, geopolitical importance, and future prospects on the world stage. Whether
viewed through the lens of natural beauty, strategic depth, or resource wealth, Russia’s size remains
a remarkable and defining characteristic in the tapestry of global geography.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where does Russia rank in terms of total land area compared
to other countries worldwide?
Russia is the largest country in the world by land area, ranking first globally.



How does Russia's land size compare to the second-largest
country, Canada?
Russia's land area is significantly larger than Canada's, making it the top country in size by a wide
margin.

Are there any countries that come close to Russia's size in
terms of landmass?
No, no other country comes close to Russia's vast land area; it is uniquely the largest country in the
world.

Has Russia's ranking in size changed recently due to
territorial changes or disputes?
No, Russia's ranking as the largest country has remained consistent, as no recent territorial changes
have altered its global position.

What continents does Russia span, and how does this
contribute to its size ranking?
Russia spans both Europe and Asia, contributing to its extensive landmass and ranking as the largest
country on both continents.

How does Russia's size influence its geopolitical significance?
Russia's vast size provides it with extensive natural resources and strategic advantages, reinforcing
its significant geopolitical influence globally.

Additional Resources
Where Does Russia Rank In Size Compared To The Rest Of The World

Russia, a vast and enigmatic nation, often captures global attention not only for its political influence
and cultural heritage but also for its sheer geographical expanse. As the largest country on Earth,
Russia’s size has profound implications for its economy, military capabilities, biodiversity, and
geopolitical reach. But just how does Russia compare in size to other nations across the globe? This
article explores Russia’s place in the world in terms of landmass, examining its ranking among other
countries, the geographical features that define its vast territory, and the implications of its size on
global affairs.

---

The Global Context: Russia’s Position in World Landmass Rankings

Russia’s Placement as the Largest Country



Russia’s landmass covers approximately 17.1 million square kilometers (about 6.6 million square
miles), making it the largest country by a significant margin. To put this into perspective, Russia is:

- Nearly twice the size of Canada, the second-largest country, which spans about 9.98 million square
kilometers.
- Almost as large as all of Africa combined, which totals around 30.2 million square kilometers, though
Africa’s landmass is roughly 76% of Russia’s size.
- Approximately 1.7 times larger than the United States, which encompasses about 9.8 million square
kilometers.

Ranking Among the World’s Countries

Based on landmass, Russia holds:

- First place globally as the largest country by area.
- A landmass that accounts for roughly 11% of the world's land surface.

This dominant ranking underscores Russia’s unique geopolitical status, given that its territory spans
nearly 11 time zones, from Eastern Europe across Siberia to the Pacific Ocean.

---

The Geographical Extent of Russia

A Land of Superlatives

Russia’s enormous geographic scope encompasses a wide variety of environments, climates, and
natural features. Its territory stretches from:

- Eastern Europe (the European part of Russia), which is densely populated and historically significant.
- Siberia, an expansive expanse known for its harsh climate and vast taiga forests.
- The Far East, bordering the Pacific Ocean.
- Arctic territories, including parts of the Arctic Ocean.

Major Geographical Regions within Russia

1. European Russia
- Covers roughly 23% of Russia’s total area.
- Contains Moscow, St. Petersburg, and the majority of Russia’s population.
- Characterized by fertile plains, rivers, and historically dense settlements.

2. Siberia
- The largest region, making up about 77% of Russia’s landmass.
- Features the Siberian Taiga, mountain ranges, and the Yenisei, Ob, and Lena rivers.
- Known for extreme cold, with some areas experiencing temperatures below -50°C in winter.

3. The Russian Far East
- Includes Kamchatka Peninsula, Sakhalin Island, and parts of the Russian Arctic.
- Notable for volcanoes, rich biodiversity, and proximity to Asian countries.

4. The Arctic Territories



- Encompass Novaya Zemlya, Franz Josef Land, and other Arctic islands.
- Important for natural resources and strategic military positioning.

---

How Russia’s Size Influences Its Economy and Infrastructure

Challenges of Managing a Vast Territory

Russia’s enormous size presents unique logistical challenges:

- Transportation and Connectivity
- The Trans-Siberian Railway, spanning over 9,000 kilometers, is the longest rail line in the world,
connecting Moscow with Vladivostok.
- Despite this, large parts of Siberia remain remote and difficult to access, limiting economic
development.

- Resource Distribution
- Russia is endowed with vast natural resources, including oil, natural gas, minerals, and timber.
- These resources are often located in remote regions, making extraction and transportation costly.

- Population Distribution
- Over 80% of the population lives within the European part, primarily in urban centers.
- Siberia and the Far East are sparsely populated, with some areas experiencing population decline.

Economic Implications of Size

Russia’s size allows it to be a major energy exporter, especially of natural gas and oil, which are
concentrated in Siberia and the Arctic. However, the vast distances and harsh climates hinder the
development of infrastructure, impacting economic diversification.

---

Russia’s Military and Geopolitical Significance

Strategic Depth and Defense

Russia’s enormous landmass grants significant strategic advantages:

- Natural Buffer Zones
- The vastness acts as a buffer against potential invasions, historically providing defense against
invasions from the West and East.

- Nuclear and Military Bases
- The size enables the deployment of nuclear forces across a broad geographic spectrum, including in
the Arctic, Pacific, and European regions.

Arctic Sovereignty and Resources

Russia’s Arctic territories are increasingly vital due to:



- Emerging shipping routes as ice melts.
- Abundant natural resources, including oil, gas, and minerals.
- Strategic military positioning for projecting power in the Arctic and beyond.

---

Environmental and Biodiversity Aspects

A Biodiversity Hotspot

Russia’s vast territory is home to a wide array of ecosystems, including:

- Tundra and Arctic ecosystems in the north.
- Taiga forests covering much of Siberia.
- Mountain ranges such as the Caucasus, which host unique flora and fauna.

Environmental Challenges

Managing such a large territory poses environmental issues:

- Deforestation and illegal logging in Siberia.
- Melting permafrost affecting infrastructure and releasing greenhouse gases.
- Pollution from resource extraction operations.

---

Global Comparisons and Context

How Russia Compares to Other Large Countries

| Country | Approximate Area (sq km) | Rank in World | Notes |
|------------------------|--------------------------|--------------|-----------------------------------------------------|
| Russia | 17.1 million | 1 | Largest by a significant margin |
| Canada | 9.98 million | 2 | Second-largest, with a different topography |
| United States | 9.8 million | 3 | Includes diverse environments, from plains to mountains |
| China | 9.6 million | 4 | Most populous, diverse geography |
| Brazil | 8.5 million | 5 | Largest country in South America |

Russia’s size in relation to these countries underscores its unique position on the world stage.

---

Future Perspectives: The Importance of Russia’s Landmass

Geopolitical and Economic Trends

As climate change reduces Arctic ice, Russia’s Arctic territories could become more accessible,
opening new routes and resource opportunities. This shift could enhance Russia’s strategic
importance and economic potential.

Challenges Ahead



- Infrastructure Development
Improving transportation and communication across Siberia remains critical.
- Environmental Preservation
Balancing resource extraction with environmental sustainability is vital.
- Population Retention
Addressing demographic decline in remote areas is essential for long-term stability.

---

Conclusion

Russia’s towering presence in the world’s landmass rankings is more than just a statistic; it’s a
defining feature that influences its military strategy, economic development, environmental policies,
and geopolitical ambitions. As the largest country on Earth, Russia’s vast territory offers both
unparalleled opportunities and formidable challenges. Understanding its size within the global context
provides insights into how this colossal nation continues to shape, and be shaped by, the dynamics of
the 21st century. Whether facing environmental concerns, resource management, or strategic
positioning, Russia’s geographical scale remains central to its national identity and its role on the
world stage.
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