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Broadway, the heart of American musical theater, has a long-standing
tradition of celebrating theatrical excellence through the Tony Awards. Each
year, numerous productions compete for recognition across a variety of
categories, showcasing the best in acting, directing, design, and musical
achievement. Among these, some productions have garnered extraordinary
acclaim, earning a significant number of nominations. One such standout is
the show that received 11 Tony nominations—an impressive feat that highlights
its critical acclaim and impact on the theater community.

In this article, we explore which Broadway production holds the record for
the most Tony nominations with 11, delve into its history, significance, and
the categories it was recognized in, and examine its influence on Broadway
and beyond.

Understanding the Tony Awards and Their
Significance

What Are the Tony Awards?
The Tony Awards, officially known as the Antoinette Perry Awards for
Excellence in Broadway Theatre, are presented annually by the American
Theatre Wing and The Broadway League. Established in 1947, they aim to honor
outstanding achievements in Broadway productions, including plays, musicals,
and performance categories.

Why Are Tony Nominations Important?
Nominations for a Tony Award are considered a mark of excellence and
recognition from peers within the theater community. They can significantly
boost a show's visibility, ticket sales, and longevity, and often influence
future productions and careers.

The Show with the Most Tony Nominations: An
Overview

While several productions have garnered numerous Tony nominations, one show



stands out with an unprecedented 11 nominations in a single season. This
production is "The Music Man" (2022 Revival), which received 11 nominations,
tying the record for the most nominations for a single production.

However, it's important to note that other shows, such as "The Producers"
(2001) and "The Book of Mormon" (2011), also received a high number of
nominations but did not surpass 11. For clarity, the focus here is on the
show that achieved exactly 11 nominations, which is a remarkable milestone in
Broadway history.

Details of the 2022 Revival of "The Music Man"

Background of the Production
"The Music Man" originally debuted on Broadway in 1957, written by Meredith
Willson. It became an instant classic, known for its memorable songs like "76
Trombones" and "Till There Was You." The 2022 revival, directed by Tony Award
winner Jerry Zaks and starring Hugh Jackman, aimed to bring the beloved
musical to a new generation while honoring its storied legacy.

Critical Reception
The 2022 revival was praised for its energetic performances, nostalgic
staging, and compelling reinterpretation of the classic musical. Hugh
Jackman's charismatic portrayal of Professor Harold Hill was particularly
lauded, drawing audiences and critics alike.

Categories in Which "The Music Man" (2022
Revival) Was Nominated
The production received nominations across a broad spectrum of categories,
reflecting its overall excellence. These included:

Best Revival of a Musical

Best Actor in a Leading Role in a Musical (Hugh Jackman)

Best Actress in a Leading Role in a Musical ( Sutton Foster)

Best Featured Actor in a Musical (Gavin Creel)

Best Featured Actress in a Musical (Shuler Hensley)

Best Direction of a Musical (Jerry Zaks)



Best Scenic Design of a Musical

Best Costume Design of a Musical

Best Lighting Design of a Musical

Best Orchestrations

Best Sound Design of a Musical

This wide array of nominations underscores the production's comprehensive
excellence, from performances to technical aspects.

Historical Context: Other Notable Productions
with High Tony Nominations

While "The Music Man" (2022 revival) holds the record with 11 nominations,
other productions have been close contenders:

- "The Producers" (2001): Nominated for 15 Tony Awards, winning 12, including
Best Musical.
- "The Book of Mormon" (2011): Nominated for 14 Tony Awards, winning 9,
including Best Musical.
- "Billy Elliot" (2008): Nominated for 15 Tony Awards, winning 10.

These shows exemplify the high standards of Broadway productions that often
garner multiple nominations, but none matched the specific record of 11
nominations for a single show in a single season.

The Impact of High Tony Nominations

High nomination counts can significantly influence a show's success:

- Increased Ticket Sales: Nominations attract media attention and new
audiences.
- Extended Run: Award recognition can extend a show's theatrical run.
- Career Boosts: Cast and crew often see career advancement.
- Cultural Influence: Such productions often become part of Broadway history
and influence future works.



Conclusion

Which Broadway Show Received The Most Tony Nominations With 11? The answer is
the 2022 revival of "The Music Man," which earned 11 Tony nominations, tying
the record for the most nominations for a single production in a single
season. This recognition underscores the show's artistic excellence across
acting, directing, design, and technical categories.

The achievement not only highlights the enduring appeal of "The Music Man"
but also exemplifies the high standards of Broadway productions that continue
to captivate audiences and critics alike. As Broadway continues to evolve,
productions that achieve such recognition pave the way for future theatrical
innovations and successes.

Whether you're a theater enthusiast, a casual observer, or someone interested
in the arts, understanding these milestones provides insight into what makes
Broadway productions truly exceptional. The record set by "The Music Man"
(2022 revival) will remain a benchmark for excellence and ambition in
American musical theater for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which Broadway show received the most Tony
nominations with 11?
The Broadway show that received the most Tony nominations with 11 is 'The
Phantom of the Opera'.

In which year did 'The Phantom of the Opera' receive
11 Tony nominations?
‘The Phantom of the Opera’ received 11 Tony nominations in 1988.

Has any other Broadway show matched or exceeded the
11 Tony nominations received by 'The Phantom of the
Opera'?
While several shows have received numerous Tony nominations, 'The Phantom of
the Opera' holds the record with 11 nominations; no other show has surpassed
this number.

What categories did 'The Phantom of the Opera'



receive nominations for at the Tony Awards?
‘The Phantom of the Opera’ received nominations across categories including
Best Musical, Best Score, Best Book, and technical categories like Scenic
Design and Costume Design.

Did 'The Phantom of the Opera' win any Tony Awards
with its 11 nominations?
Yes, ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ won several Tony Awards, including Best
Musical, among others.

Is 'The Phantom of the Opera' still running on
Broadway today?
‘The Phantom of the Opera’ closed on Broadway in April 2023 after running for
over 35 years.

Why did 'The Phantom of the Opera' receive such a
high number of Tony nominations?
Its groundbreaking production, popular score, and enduring popularity
contributed to its receiving 11 Tony nominations.

How does the number of Tony nominations for 'The
Phantom of the Opera' compare to other long-running
Broadway shows?
‘The Phantom of the Opera’ has one of the highest numbers of Tony nominations
for a long-running Broadway musical, reflecting its critical and commercial
success.

Are there any upcoming shows expected to challenge
the record for most Tony nominations?
As of now, no upcoming shows are projected to surpass the 11 nominations
received by ‘The Phantom of the Opera’; however, new productions continue to
vie for critical acclaim and awards.

Additional Resources
Which Broadway Show Received The Most Tony Nominations With 11?

Broadway, the heart of American musical theatre, has a storied history filled
with groundbreaking performances, iconic productions, and record-breaking
achievements. Among these achievements, Tony Award nominations serve as a



testament to a show's excellence, innovation, and broad appeal. While many
productions have garnered multiple nominations over the years, few have
reached the remarkable milestone of receiving 11 Tony nominations for a
single show. This feat not only highlights the show's quality but also its
multifaceted appeal across various categories.

In this detailed exploration, we will delve into the Broadway show that holds
this prestigious record—"The Producers"—and examine its journey, the
categories it was recognized in, the significance of such a nomination sweep,
and how it compares to other notable productions in Tony Award history.

---

Understanding the Tony Awards: Significance and
Nominations

The Importance of the Tony Awards
The Tony Awards, officially known as the Antoinette Perry Award for
Excellence in Broadway Theatre, are considered the most prestigious honors in
American theatre. Established in 1947, they celebrate outstanding
achievements in live Broadway productions each year, covering a wide array of
categories including acting, directing, design, musical composition,
choreography, and overall production.

Winning or even being nominated for a Tony can significantly elevate a show's
profile, boost ticket sales, and cement its place in theatrical history.
Therefore, earning a high number of nominations indicates a production’s
excellence across multiple facets.

What Does 11 Tony Nominations Signify?
Receiving 11 nominations is a rare and impressive feat, reflecting a
production's excellence in various aspects. It suggests:
- Broad critical acclaim across multiple elements.
- Recognition from peers in diverse categories.
- A well-rounded production that excels in both artistic and technical
domains.

In the context of Broadway history, only a handful of shows have achieved
such a high number of nominations, making this accomplishment notable and
worth exploring.

---



The Show with 11 Tony Nominations: "The
Producers"

Overview of "The Producers"
"The Producers" is a musical comedy with music and lyrics by Mel Brooks and a
book by Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan. It is based on Brooks’ 1968 film of the
same name. The show debuted on Broadway in 2001 and became an instant hit,
renowned for its humor, wit, and inventive staging.

Its original Broadway run was one of the most successful in history, breaking
box office records and earning numerous awards. Its popularity and critical
acclaim translated into high recognition during the Tony Awards.

The 2001 Tony Nominations Breakdown
"The Producers" received a total of 15 Tony nominations in 2001, which was a
record at the time. However, it is important to clarify that the show that
holds the record for receiving exactly 11 Tony nominations is "The
Producers", which held the record before being surpassed by other productions
in total nominations.

Note: The original "The Producers" was nominated for 15 Tony Awards, but the
record for most nominations in a single year was held by "The Producers" with
15 nominations. The show with exactly 11 nominations is "Oklahoma!" (2019
Revival), which received 11 nominations.

Thus, to clarify, the show that holds the record for the most Tony
nominations with exactly 11 is not "The Producers," but rather "Oklahoma!"
(2019 Revival).

---

Clarifying the Record: Which Show Holds the
Record With 11 Nominations?

Historical Context: The Most Nominated Shows
Over the years, several shows have achieved high nomination counts,
including:
- "The Producers" (2001) with 15 nominations.
- "Ragtime" (1998) with 13 nominations.
- "Oklahoma!" (2019 Revival) with 11 nominations.
- "The Light in the Piazza" (2005) with 11 nominations.



However, the show that uniquely holds the record for receiving exactly 11
nominations in a single season is "The Light in the Piazza" (2005).

The Show with 11 Nominations: "The Light in the
Piazza" (2005)
This musical, with music and lyrics by Adam Guettel and a book by Craig
Lucas, received 11 Tony nominations in 2005, including:
- Best Musical
- Best Book of a Musical
- Best Original Score
- Acting categories
- Design categories

It was widely praised for its lush score, compelling storytelling, and
innovative staging. Although it did not win all categories, the substantial
number of nominations highlighted its artistic excellence.

Summary of Key Shows with 11 Nominations
- "The Light in the Piazza" (2005)
- "Oklahoma!" (2019 Revival)
- "Ragtime" (1998)
- "The Scottsboro Boys" (2010)

Among these, "The Light in the Piazza" is most often cited as the show that
received exactly 11 nominations, aligning with your query.

---

Deep Dive into "The Light in the Piazza"

Background and Significance
"The Light in the Piazza" is a lush, romantic musical based on Elizabeth
Spencer's novella. It premiered Off-Broadway in 2003 before transferring to
Broadway in 2005. The show was praised for its evocative score, emotional
depth, and innovative staging.

Its 11 nominations across various categories signified widespread
recognition, including:
- Best Musical
- Best Book of a Musical
- Best Original Score
- Acting nominations for leading and featured performers
- Design nominations (costumes, set)



Categories Nominated
The nominations spanned:
- Performance: Lead and featured actors
- Direction: Direction by Bartlett Sher
- Design: Scenic, costume, lighting
- Music & Lyrics: Adam Guettel
- Overall Production: Best Musical

Impact and Legacy
While it did not win all categories, "The Light in the Piazza" is considered
a modern classic, admired for its lyrical beauty and emotional resonance. Its
high number of nominations underscored its artistic achievement and influence
on contemporary musical theatre.

---

Comparing the Record: Other Notable Productions

"Ragtime" (1998)
- Nominations: 13
- Wins: 4
- Significance: Celebrated for its epic storytelling and cultural commentary.

"The Scottsboro Boys" (2010)
- Nominations: 12
- Wins: 4
- Significance: Known for its innovative use of minstrel show format to
address racial injustice.

Why is the Number of Nominations Important?
The number of nominations a show receives often reflects:
- Critical consensus on its multiple strengths.
- Industry recognition across technical and artistic categories.
- Its overall impact on the theatrical landscape during its run.

---



Conclusion: Which Show Has the Most Tony
Nominations With 11?

In conclusion, the show that famously received the most Tony nominations with
11 is "The Light in the Piazza" (2005). This production's high number of
nominations underscores its artistic excellence, musical innovation, and
emotional storytelling. While other productions have surpassed this number or
matched it, "The Light in the Piazza" remains a quintessential example of a
critically acclaimed musical that achieved widespread industry recognition.

Key Takeaways:
- Achieving 11 Tony nominations is a rare distinction, reserved for truly
outstanding productions.
- "The Light in the Piazza" set a high standard with its 2005 nominations,
celebrating its artistic achievements.
- The record illustrates the importance of versatility in a
production—encompassing acting, design, music, and overall excellence.

Final Reflection:
Broadway's history is rich with incredible productions, and each record-
breaker adds to the legacy of theatrical innovation. Understanding these
milestones helps appreciate the artistic heights to which musical theatre
aspires and the productions that push the boundaries of storytelling and
performance.

---

Note: If you're interested in exploring more about Tony Award records,
notable nominations, or specific shows, there are numerous resources and
archives that chronicle the history of Broadway's most celebrated
achievements.
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