
A Query Sent To The Ncic Article File Will
Search Which Of The Ncic Files
A Query Sent To The Ncic Article File Will Search Which Of The Ncic Files is a question that
often arises among law enforcement professionals, criminal justice researchers, and security
personnel trying to understand the scope and function of the National Crime Information Center
(NCIC) database. The NCIC, maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), is a vital tool
used across the United States to facilitate the quick exchange of critical criminal justice information.
When a query is sent to the NCIC Article File, it triggers a search across specific files within this
extensive database, each designed to store different types of data that aid in law enforcement
operations. Understanding which files are searched and what information they contain is crucial for
users who rely on accurate and timely data to support investigations, recover stolen property, or
track suspects.

In this article, we will explore in detail what happens when a query is sent to the NCIC Article File,
the types of files involved, and how this process supports law enforcement activities. By the end,
readers will have a comprehensive understanding of the NCIC's structure, its specific files, and the
significance of querying the Article File within this system.

---

Understanding the NCIC and Its Purpose

What is the NCIC?
The National Crime Information Center (NCIC) is a computerized database that provides law
enforcement agencies with instant access to criminal justice information. Established in 1967, the
NCIC has become an essential component of the criminal justice system, enabling rapid sharing of
data related to criminal activity, missing persons, stolen property, and other law enforcement
interests.

The primary goal of the NCIC is to improve public safety and law enforcement efficiency by
providing accurate, up-to-date information that can be accessed nationwide. Its network connects
thousands of agencies, including local police departments, sheriff's offices, state police, and federal
agencies.

How Does the NCIC Work?
Law enforcement personnel submit queries through their respective agency's computer systems,
which communicate with the NCIC. When a query is made—for example, searching for a stolen
vehicle or a wanted suspect—the system searches the relevant files within the NCIC database and
returns matching records if found.

Queries can be initiated for various reasons, such as:



- Checking if a person is wanted or has a criminal record
- Verifying if property is stolen
- Confirming if a vehicle is reported stolen
- Searching for missing persons
- Investigating stolen or missing firearms

The efficiency and scope of the NCIC make it an indispensable tool in criminal investigations and law
enforcement operations.

---

The NCIC Files: An Overview

The NCIC database comprises multiple files, each dedicated to specific categories of information.
These files are carefully organized to allow targeted searches, which enhance the speed and
accuracy of responses.

Some of the primary NCIC files include:
- Wanted Persons File
- Stolen Properties File
- Missing Persons File
- Stolen Vehicles File
- Stolen Firearms File
- Article File
- Identity Theft File
- Other specialized files

Each file contains records with specific data points, such as descriptions, identifiers, case details,
and status updates.

---

The NCIC Article File: What Is It?

Definition and Purpose
The NCIC Article File is a specialized database that stores information about articles of property that
are either stolen or recovered. Unlike the Stolen Property File, which generally contains specific
assets like vehicles or firearms, the Article File includes a broader range of items, such as jewelry,
electronics, tools, artwork, and other valuable possessions.

The primary purpose of this file is to aid law enforcement agencies in tracking, recovering, and
identifying stolen property. When a property item is reported stolen or recovered, an entry is
created or updated in the Article File, allowing agencies to search and verify the status of specific
articles.



Types of Articles Recorded
The Article File can include various types of property, such as:
- Jewelry and precious stones
- Electronics (computers, cameras, phones)
- Tools and industrial equipment
- Artwork, sculptures, and collectibles
- Firearms and ammunition (if not covered under separate firearms files)
- Other valuable items

This file supports investigations involving stolen property, pawnshop thefts, and recovered items,
providing a centralized repository of information.

---

What Happens When a Query Is Sent to the NCIC
Article File?

Initiating the Query
When law enforcement personnel or authorized users submit a query to the NCIC Article File, they
typically input specific identifiers or descriptive details about the property in question. These details
may include:
- Serial numbers
- Descriptions (make, model, size, color)
- Unique markings or identifiers
- Report numbers
- Owner information

The query is transmitted through the agency’s computer system to the NCIC database.

Search Process and Data Retrieval
Once the query is received, the system searches the Article File for matching records based on the
input data. The search process involves:
- Comparing the input details against existing records
- Applying filtering criteria to narrow down results
- Checking the status of the property (stolen, recovered, or otherwise)

If a matching record is found, the system retrieves relevant information, such as:
- Property description
- Report details
- Status (stolen, recovered, pending)
- Location information
- Associated case or incident numbers



If no match is found, the system indicates that the item is not listed or not reported as stolen or
recovered.

Response and Follow-Up
The results are then relayed back to the querying agency, enabling officers to:
- Confirm if the property is stolen or recovered
- Verify ownership details
- Make informed decisions about seizure, recovery, or prosecution
- Cross-reference with other NCIC files for comprehensive investigation

This rapid exchange of information enhances the chances of recovering stolen property and
apprehending suspects.

---

The Significance of the NCIC Article File in Law
Enforcement

Supporting Crime Prevention and Investigation
The Article File plays a vital role in:
- Identifying stolen or missing property quickly
- Preventing the sale or transfer of stolen articles
- Supporting recovery efforts
- Strengthening evidence collection

Facilitating Interagency Cooperation
Since the NCIC system is accessible to multiple agencies across jurisdictions, the Article File
enables seamless sharing of property information, which is critical in cases involving multiple
jurisdictions or interstate crimes.

Enhancing Public Safety
By efficiently tracking stolen property, the Article File contributes to reducing property crimes,
protecting citizens’ possessions, and maintaining public confidence in law enforcement.

---

Conclusion



In summary, a query sent to the NCIC Article File searches specifically within the database that
catalogs stolen, recovered, or otherwise pertinent articles of property. This file is an essential
component of the broader NCIC system, designed to assist law enforcement agencies in quickly
identifying and recovering valuable items that are involved in criminal activity. Whether it involves
jewelry, electronics, tools, or artwork, the Article File provides a centralized, accessible platform for
tracking property, supporting investigations, and ultimately enhancing public safety.

Understanding the scope and function of this file helps law enforcement officials utilize the NCIC
system more effectively, ensuring that stolen items are swiftly identified and returned to their
rightful owners. As technology advances and criminal methods evolve, the importance of accurate
and comprehensive databases like the NCIC Article File will only grow, continuing to be a
cornerstone of criminal justice operations nationwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of files are searched when a query is sent to the
NCIC article file?
When a query is sent to the NCIC article file, it searches for records related to stolen vehicles, stolen
property, missing persons, article reports, and stolen or recovered articles.

Does querying the NCIC article file include searches for stolen
firearms?
Yes, the NCIC article file includes searches for stolen firearms and firearm-related articles to assist
law enforcement in recovery and recovery efforts.

Can a query to the NCIC article file help in tracking stolen
jewelry or valuable items?
Yes, the NCIC article file contains records of stolen jewelry and valuable items, enabling law
enforcement to identify and recover such articles.

Is the NCIC article file used for searching recovered articles
as well?
Yes, the file is used to search for recovered articles to verify ownership and assist in return
procedures.

What information is typically required to perform a query on
the NCIC article file?
A query usually requires specific details such as the article's description, serial number, make,
model, or other identifying information to conduct an effective search.



How does a query to the NCIC article file assist law
enforcement agencies?
It helps agencies quickly identify stolen or recovered articles, verify ownership, and link items to
ongoing investigations.

Are there restrictions on who can access the NCIC article file?
Yes, access is restricted to authorized law enforcement personnel and agencies involved in criminal
justice activities.

What is the main purpose of querying the NCIC article file?
The main purpose is to locate, identify, and recover stolen or missing articles, and to support
criminal investigations.

Can a query to the NCIC article file indicate whether an article
is stolen or recovered?
Yes, the file provides status information indicating whether an article is reported stolen, recovered,
or otherwise involved in an incident.

How frequently is the NCIC article file updated to ensure
accurate search results?
The file is updated continuously in real-time or near real-time to ensure law enforcement has access
to the most current information available.

Additional Resources
A Query Sent To The Ncic Article File Will Search Which Of The Ncic Files

In the realm of law enforcement and criminal justice data management, the National Crime
Information Center (NCIC) stands as a central hub for vital information sharing among authorized
agencies. When an officer or investigator inputs a query into the NCIC system—particularly into the
NCIC Article File—their intent is to retrieve pertinent data swiftly to aid in investigations,
apprehensions, or background checks. But what exactly does a query to the NCIC Article File
search? Which specific files or databases are involved, and how does this process work behind the
scenes? Understanding the mechanics of the NCIC Article File query is essential for law
enforcement professionals, data analysts, and even policymakers who rely on this system for
accurate and timely information.

This article provides an in-depth, reader-friendly exploration of the NCIC Article File, clarifying what
data it contains, how queries are processed, and what files are involved during a search. We will
break down the different components, explain the operational details, and highlight the importance
of these files within the broader criminal justice information system.



---

The Role and Significance of the NCIC in Law Enforcement

Before diving into the specifics of the NCIC Article File, it’s important to understand the broader
purpose of the NCIC itself.

What is the NCIC?

The National Crime Information Center (NCIC) is a computerized database maintained by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Launched in 1967, it serves as a central repository of criminal
justice information, accessible nationwide to authorized law enforcement agencies. Its primary
purpose is to facilitate the quick sharing of critical information related to wanted persons, stolen
property, missing persons, criminal histories, and more.

Key Functions of the NCIC:

- Information Sharing: Connects multiple criminal justice jurisdictions across the United States.
- Crime Prevention: Provides real-time data to prevent crimes and apprehend suspects.
- Investigative Support: Offers detailed records to support investigations.
- Data Integrity and Security: Ensures sensitive information is protected by strict access controls.

The NCIC is organized into various files or databases, each designed to store specific types of
information. One of these is the NCIC Article File, which plays a crucial role in managing records
related to articles, such as stolen property or evidence.

---

What Is the NCIC Article File?

Definition and Purpose

The NCIC Article File is a specialized database within the NCIC system that contains records related
to articles—these can include stolen property, evidence items, or other tangible items associated
with criminal activity. It is used primarily by law enforcement agencies to track items that are
stolen, recovered, or involved in criminal investigations.

Scope and Content

The Article File encompasses records that detail:

- Stolen articles (e.g., jewelry, firearms, vehicles)
- Recovered or recovered stolen articles
- Evidence items associated with ongoing cases
- Items involved in investigations that may be linked to persons or other files

Importance for Law Enforcement

Having a centralized record of articles helps agencies quickly identify stolen or suspicious items.
This can facilitate:



- Recoveries of stolen property
- Linking suspects or criminal activity to specific articles
- Preventing resale or trafficking of stolen goods
- Supporting evidence management in criminal cases

---

How Does a Query to the NCIC Article File Work?

When an authorized user submits a query to the NCIC Article File, the system searches across its
records to find matches based on the input criteria. But what files does this search encompass? To
answer this, we need to understand the structure of the NCIC databases and the process involved in
executing a query.

The Search Process

1. Initiation of Query:
The user inputs specific identifiers, such as serial numbers, descriptions, make/model, or other
unique attributes related to an article.

2. System Processing:
The NCIC system processes the query against its database, which is subdivided into various
interconnected files.

3. Matching and Retrieval:
The system searches for records that match the input criteria, considering various fields and cross-
referencing related files.

4. Result Compilation:
The system compiles a list of matching records, which are then presented to the user for review.

---

Which Files Are Searched When Querying the NCIC Article File?

A key aspect of understanding the NCIC Article File query is knowing which underlying files or
databases are involved during a search. The NCIC system is composed of multiple interconnected
files, each serving a specific purpose, and the Article File is linked to several of these.

Primary Files Involved in an Article Query

1. Stolen Articles File (SAF):
The SAF is the core database for stolen property. When law enforcement reports an item as stolen,
its details are entered into this file.
- What it contains: Descriptions, serial numbers, make/model, value, location stolen from, and date
stolen.
- During a query: The system searches the SAF for matching articles based on input data.

2. Recovered Articles File (RAF):
When stolen items are recovered, details are entered here.
- What it contains: Recovered property information, recovery location, date, and recovery agency.



- Relevance to queries: If an item matches a recovered article, it can be flagged or linked to ongoing
investigations.

3. Evidence/Property File (EPF):
This file tracks evidence items held by law enforcement agencies, including property associated with
criminal cases.
- What it contains: Evidence descriptions, case numbers, storage details, and status.
- During a query: The system checks for items registered as evidence, which may overlap with stolen
or recovered articles.

4. Vehicle Files (VF):
For articles that are vehicles, the system searches the vehicle files for matching details such as VIN,
license plate, or make/model.

5. Weapon Files (WF):
If the article is a firearm or weapon, the system searches related firearm or weapon databases for
serial numbers, registration, or ownership info.

Secondary Files That Might Be Searched

- Missing Persons Files:
If an article is linked to a missing person case, the system might cross-reference these files.

- Suspect or Person Files:
To see if an article is associated with a person of interest or suspect.

Summary of Files Searched

| File Name | Purpose | Type of Data Searched |
|------------------------------|------------------------------------------------------------|-----------------------------------------------------------
-------|
| Stolen Articles File (SAF) | Stores records of stolen articles | Serial numbers, descriptions, theft
details |
| Recovered Articles File (RAF)| Stores recovered stolen articles | Recovery info, location, date |
| Evidence/Property File (EPF) | Tracks evidence items involved in cases | Evidence descriptions,
case associations |
| Vehicle Files (VF) | Contains vehicle-related articles | VINs, license plates, make/model |
| Weapon Files (WF) | Contains firearm and weapon records | Serial numbers, registration data |

---

Practical Implications of the Search Process

Understanding which files are searched helps law enforcement officers interpret their query results
better. For example:

- A match in the SAF indicates an article reported stolen.
- If the same article appears in the RAF, it suggests recovery.
- Cross-referencing the Evidence File may reveal ongoing investigations.
- Matching vehicle or weapon files can provide additional context, such as ownership or criminal
linkages.



Important Considerations:

- Data Accuracy: The effectiveness of the search depends on accurate and timely data entry.
- Access Permissions: Only authorized users can execute these searches, with strict security
controls.
- Real-Time Updates: The database is frequently updated to reflect new reports, recoveries, and case
statuses.

---

Challenges and Limitations

While the NCIC Article File provides a powerful tool for law enforcement, there are inherent
challenges:

- Incomplete Data: Not all stolen articles are reported or entered into the system.
- Data Overlap: Multiple entries for the same article can exist, requiring careful analysis.
- False Positives: Similar descriptions or serial numbers may lead to matches that require further
investigation.
- System Limitations: Technical constraints may impact search speed or data availability.

---

Conclusion: The Critical Role of the NCIC Files in Investigations

A query sent to the NCIC Article File will search multiple interconnected databases—primarily the
Stolen Articles File, Recovered Articles File, Evidence/Property File, Vehicle Files, and Weapon
Files. These files collectively provide comprehensive information about tangible articles involved in
criminal activities, aiding law enforcement agencies nationwide in their efforts to prevent theft,
recover stolen property, and link evidence to suspects and cases.

By understanding which files are involved in such searches, users can better interpret results,
evaluate the relevance of matches, and appreciate the system’s complex yet vital role in criminal
justice. As technology and data management evolve, the NCIC continues to be an indispensable tool
in maintaining public safety and advancing investigative capabilities.

In essence, a query to the NCIC Article File searches across a network of specialized files, each
contributing critical information about articles associated with criminal activity, thereby
empowering law enforcement to act swiftly and effectively.
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