
A Statement Of A Viewpoint Supporting One
Side Of An Argument Is Called
A Statement Of A Viewpoint Supporting One Side Of An Argument Is Called is a phrase that
encapsulates a fundamental aspect of effective communication, persuasive writing, and debate.
Understanding this concept is essential for anyone looking to craft compelling arguments, participate
in discussions, or analyze various forms of discourse. This article explores the terminology,
significance, and application of statements that advocate for one side of an argument, providing
comprehensive insights into their role within rhetoric and debate.

Defining the Concept: What Is a Statement Supporting
One Side of an Argument?

What Is a Supporting Statement?
A supporting statement is a declaration or assertion made to bolster a particular viewpoint or
argument. It serves as evidence, reasoning, or opinion that advocates for a specific side of an issue.

Supporting One Side of an Argument
When a statement explicitly favors one perspective over another, it is considered supportive of that
side. Such statements are often used to persuade others, clarify a position, or influence decision-
making.

Terminology: The Key Terms
- Claim: The main assertion or position that a person or writer takes.
- Supporting Argument: Evidence or reasoning that backs up the claim.
- Supporting Statement: A specific declaration that advocates for one side, often used
interchangeably with supporting argument in casual contexts.

The Term for Supporting One Side of an Argument

Common Terms Used
Several terms are used to describe statements that support one side of an argument, including:
- Thesis Statement: A concise summary of the main argument or position.
- Claim: The primary assertion that the speaker or writer advocates.
- Position Statement: A declaration of a stance on an issue.
- Supporting Evidence: Facts, data, or reasoning that reinforce the claim.



- Proposition: A statement put forward for consideration, often supporting one side.

What Is a "Position Statement"?
A position statement explicitly states a person's stance on an issue and is often used in formal
debates or policy discussions to outline support for one side.

Is "Argument" the Same as the Supporting Statement?
While an argument encompasses the entire reasoning process supporting a position, the supporting
statement is a component—an assertion that supports the main argument or claim.

Types of Statements Supporting One Side of an
Argument

Explicit vs. Implicit Support
- Explicit support: Clear and direct statements that openly advocate for a side.
- Implicit support: Subtle hints or indirect statements that favor one side without outright declaring it.

Examples of Supporting Statements
- "Implementing renewable energy sources is essential to reduce carbon emissions."
- "Increasing the minimum wage will boost economic growth and reduce poverty."
- "School uniforms help create a level playing field among students."

Statements Used in Different Contexts
- Legal arguments: "The defendant's actions clearly indicate negligence."
- Political speeches: "Our policy will ensure better healthcare for all citizens."
- Academic essays: "This evidence strongly supports the hypothesis that climate change impacts
agriculture."

Importance of Supporting Statements in Arguments
and Debates

Persuasion and Influence
Supporting statements are vital tools for persuading an audience. They help:
- Establish credibility



- Clarify the speaker's position
- Convince others to accept a particular viewpoint

Building a Coherent Argument
A well-structured argument relies on supporting statements to connect claims with evidence, making
the reasoning clear and compelling.

Critical Thinking and Analysis
Understanding whether supporting statements are valid and well-founded enables better analysis of
arguments and identifies potential fallacies or biases.

How to Identify a Supporting Statement

Characteristics of Supporting Statements
- They reinforce a main claim or thesis.
- They often include evidence, reasoning, or examples.
- They are directed towards convincing the audience of a particular side.

Steps to Recognize Supporting Statements
1. Identify the main claim or thesis.
2. Look for statements that provide backing or justification.
3. Determine if the statement favors one side of the argument.
4. Check for supporting evidence or reasoning.

Examples to Practice Identification
- "Studies show that regular exercise improves mental health." (Supports the idea that exercise is
beneficial.)
- "Reducing taxes can stimulate economic growth." (Supports tax cuts as good policy.)
- "Opponents argue that this policy will lead to increased inequality." (Supports the opposing side.)

Related Concepts and Terms

Counterarguments and Rebuttals
While supporting statements bolster one side, counterarguments challenge them. Recognizing both
helps in understanding debates comprehensively.



Pro and Con Statements
Statements that support or oppose an issue are often labeled as pro and con statements,
respectively.

Thesis Statements vs. Supporting Statements
- Thesis Statement: The main argument or position of a paper or speech.
- Supporting Statements: The evidence and reasoning that uphold the thesis.

Crafting Effective Supporting Statements

Tips for Writing Supporting Statements
- Be clear and specific.
- Use credible evidence.
- Connect the support directly to your main claim.
- Avoid fallacious reasoning.

Examples of Well-Formed Supporting Statements
- "According to recent studies, solar energy reduces electricity costs by up to 30%."
- "Implementing stricter gun control laws has been shown to decrease firearm-related deaths."

The Role of Supporting Statements in Different
Disciplines

In Academic Writing
Supporting statements underpin thesis statements, helping to develop logical, evidence-based
arguments across essays, research papers, and dissertations.

In Political Discourse
Politicians use supporting statements to justify policies, sway public opinion, and defend their
positions in debates.

In Legal Arguments
Legal professionals rely on supporting statements rooted in facts and law to advocate for their clients.



Conclusion: The Significance of Supporting Statements
Supporting One Side of an Argument

Understanding what a statement supporting one side of an argument is called—such as a claim,
position statement, or supporting argument—is fundamental for effective communication. These
statements serve as the backbone of persuasive discourse, enabling speakers and writers to advocate
convincingly for their viewpoints. Whether in debates, essays, or everyday conversations, recognizing
and crafting strong supporting statements enhances clarity, credibility, and influence.

By mastering the art of formulating and analyzing supporting statements, individuals can better
engage in critical thinking, develop compelling arguments, and participate meaningfully in discussions
across various fields. Supporting statements are not merely tools of persuasion; they are essential
components of logical reasoning and effective communication that help shape opinions, inform
decisions, and advance understanding.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the term for a statement that supports one side of an
argument?
It is called a 'viewpoint statement' or 'supporting stance'.

How is a viewpoint statement different from a thesis
statement?
A viewpoint statement specifically supports one side of an argument, while a thesis statement
presents the main idea or position of a paper, which may encompass supporting or opposing
viewpoints.

Why is it important to clearly state a viewpoint in an
argument?
Clearly stating a viewpoint helps to clarify your position, persuade the audience, and provide a basis
for supporting evidence and reasoning.

What are common phrases used to express a supporting
viewpoint in an argument?
Common phrases include 'I believe that...', 'In my opinion...', 'Supporting this view...', and 'It is evident



that...'.

In argumentative writing, what is the role of a statement
supporting one side of an argument?
Its role is to articulate and reinforce a specific position, providing a foundation for arguments and
evidence to persuade the audience.

Additional Resources
A Statement Of A Viewpoint Supporting One Side Of An Argument Is Called a crucial element in the
landscape of debate, persuasion, and academic discourse. Whether in formal essays, opinion pieces,
or casual discussions, articulating a clear stance helps to communicate your position effectively to
your audience. This statement, often referred to as a thesis statement or claim, serves as the
foundation upon which arguments are built, guiding the flow of reasoning and evidence that follow.
Understanding what this statement is called, its role within an argument, and how to craft it
effectively can significantly enhance your ability to persuade and articulate your ideas clearly.

---

What Is a Statement Supporting One Side of an Argument?

At its core, a statement supporting one side of an argument is a concise declaration that reflects the
writer’s or speaker’s position on a specific issue. It embodies the central idea or main claim that the
subsequent discussion aims to justify or defend. For example, in a debate about climate change, a
supporting statement might be: "Reducing carbon emissions is essential to combating global
warming." This statement asserts a clear stance and sets the direction for the ensuing argument.

This kind of statement is essential because it:

- Clarifies the position for the audience
- Guides the development of supporting evidence
- Establishes the scope of the discussion
- Provides a basis for evaluating the strength of the argument

---

Common Terms for a Statement Supporting One Side of an Argument

While the phrase "statement supporting one side of an argument" describes a general concept,
several specific terms are used in academic and rhetorical contexts to refer to this idea:

1. Thesis Statement

The most widely recognized term, especially in academic writing, is thesis statement. It succinctly
states the main argument or position of an essay, paper, or speech. A thesis statement typically
appears at the end of the introductory paragraph and encapsulates the writer’s stance on the issue.

Example:



"Implementing renewable energy sources is vital for sustainable development."

2. Claim

In argumentation, a claim is a statement that asserts a point the speaker or writer intends to prove. It
can be part of a larger argument or stand alone as a main assertion.

Example:
"Universal healthcare improves overall societal well-being."

3. Position Statement

This term emphasizes the specific stance or viewpoint that someone takes on an issue. It’s often used
in debates or policy discussions.

Example:
"The government should increase funding for public education."

4. Argumentative Statement

A phrase sometimes used to refer to a statement that lays out one side of an argument, particularly in
persuasive or argumentative essays.

Example:
"Strict gun control laws are necessary to reduce firearm-related crimes."

---

The Role of a Supporting Statement in Argumentative Writing

A well-crafted statement supporting one side of an argument plays several vital roles:

- Sets the Direction: It indicates precisely what position the writer is taking, providing clarity.
- Focuses the Discussion: It helps narrow down the scope, preventing the discussion from becoming
too broad.
- Guides Evidence Selection: It informs what kinds of evidence, examples, and reasoning are relevant.
- Persuades the Audience: A strong, clear statement can persuade the audience to consider the
writer's perspective.

---

How to Write an Effective Statement Supporting One Side of an Argument

Creating a compelling and precise supporting statement involves several steps:

1. Understand the Issue Fully

Before drafting your statement, research the topic thoroughly. Recognize different viewpoints,
evidence, and counterarguments.

2. Decide Your Position



Choose the side of the argument you genuinely support or wish to advocate. Your commitment to the
position will make your statement more compelling.

3. Make It Clear and Concise

Your statement should be straightforward, avoiding ambiguity or vagueness.

Example:
Poor: "Some believe that renewable energy might be beneficial."
Better: "Investing in renewable energy is essential for reducing greenhouse gas emissions."

4. Be Specific

Avoid vague language. Instead of broad claims, focus on specific aspects of the issue.

5. Incorporate a Reason or Rationale

A strong statement often hints at the reasoning behind the position, setting up the supporting
arguments.

---

Examples of Supporting Statements for Different Topics

Environmental Policy:
"Implementing stricter pollution regulations will significantly improve air quality and public health."

Education:
"Providing free college education will increase social mobility and reduce economic inequality."

Technology:
"Artificial intelligence has the potential to revolutionize industries and improve efficiency."

Health:
"Vaccination mandates are necessary to achieve herd immunity and prevent disease outbreaks."

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Formulating a Supporting Statement

- Vagueness: Statements that are too broad or nonspecific weaken your argument.
- Bias or Misleading Language: Ensure your statement is based on facts, not personal bias or rhetoric.
- Overly Complex Sentences: Keep your statement simple and direct.
- Lack of Clarity: Your audience should understand your position without ambiguity.

---

The Relationship Between a Supporting Statement and Supporting Evidence

Once you establish your statement supporting one side of an argument, the next step is to gather
supporting evidence—facts, statistics, examples, and expert opinions—that reinforce your claim. The



strength of your argument depends heavily on how well your supporting evidence aligns with your
statement.

Structure of an Argument Using a Supporting Statement

1. Introduction: Present the issue and your supporting statement (thesis).
2. Body Paragraphs: Develop each point with evidence that supports your statement.
3. Counterarguments: Acknowledge opposing views and refute them.
4. Conclusion: Reinforce your supporting statement and summarize key points.

---

Final Tips for Crafting a Strong Supporting Statement

- Stay Focused: Your statement should be specific and directly related to your overall argument.
- Be Persuasive: Use compelling language that resonates with your audience.
- Revise and Refine: Revisit your statement after drafting your supporting arguments to ensure
consistency and clarity.
- Align with Evidence: Ensure that every piece of evidence supports your statement directly.

---

Conclusion

A statement supporting one side of an argument—often called a thesis statement, claim, or position
statement—is a fundamental component of persuasive writing and debate. It clearly articulates your
stance, guides your reasoning, and influences how effectively you communicate your ideas. Mastering
how to craft a precise, compelling supporting statement is essential for anyone looking to influence
opinions, win debates, or produce impactful academic work. By understanding its role, choosing your
words carefully, and backing it with strong evidence, you can significantly enhance the
persuasiveness and clarity of your arguments.
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