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In the rich tapestry of Nigerian literature, the novel "Second Class Citizen"
by Buchi Emecheta stands out as a compelling narrative that explores themes
of identity, social hierarchy, gender roles, and the pursuit of independence.
Central to this story is Mr. Noble, whose journey from a humble beginnings to
becoming a landlord encapsulates the struggles and aspirations of many
Nigerians striving for socioeconomic mobility. Understanding how Mr. Noble
ascends to landlordship offers insights into the societal structures,
personal ambition, and the resilience required to overcome systemic barriers.

This article delves into the contextual background of Buchi Emecheta's
"Second Class Citizen," analyzes Mr. Noble's transformation into a landlord,
and explores the broader implications of his journey within Nigerian society.
By examining these elements, readers can better appreciate the novel’s themes
and the social commentary it provides.

Contextual Background of "Second Class Citizen"

About the Author: Buchi Emecheta
Buchi Emecheta was a renowned Nigerian novelist and feminist whose works
often highlight the struggles faced by women and the lower classes in Nigeria
and the diaspora. Her narratives are deeply rooted in her experiences growing
up in Nigeria and migrating to the United Kingdom. Emecheta's storytelling
sheds light on societal injustices, gender inequalities, and the pursuit of
personal freedom.

Synopsis of "Second Class Citizen"
Published in 1974, "Second Class Citizen" narrates the life of Adah Obi, a
Nigerian woman who faces social and economic challenges from colonial times
through independence and beyond. The novel explores her relentless pursuit of
education, independence, and a better life despite societal oppression and
personal hardships.

The story vividly depicts the societal stratification in Nigeria, where class
and gender significantly influence one's opportunities and social standing.
It also portrays the immigrant experience in the UK, emphasizing the
struggles to establish oneself in a foreign land.



Mr. Noble’s Journey to Landlordship: A Detailed
Analysis

Background and Socioeconomic Status
Mr. Noble's background is characterized by modest beginnings. Coming from a
lower social class, he initially faces numerous obstacles that hinder his
advancement. His journey to becoming a landlord is not merely about acquiring
property but symbolizes his social mobility and success in overcoming
systemic barriers.

Key factors influencing his rise include:
- Hard work and resilience
- Strategic investments
- Navigating societal expectations and norms

The Path to Landlordship
The process through which Mr. Noble becomes a landlord involves several
stages:

Initial Employment and Income Generation: Mr. Noble starts with low-1.
paying jobs, demonstrating perseverance and a desire to improve his
circumstances.

Saving and Investment: He consistently saves a portion of his earnings,2.
understanding the importance of financial discipline. His savings are
later invested in property.

Property Acquisition: Through prudent financial planning, Mr. Noble3.
invests in land or property, which is a common route to wealth in
Nigerian society due to the high value placed on landownership.

Development and Management: He develops or manages his property4.
effectively, ensuring it yields rental income. This step involves
understanding the real estate market and tenant relations.

Expansion: As his financial capacity grows, Mr. Noble acquires5.
additional properties, consolidating his status as a landlord.

Factors Contributing to His Success
Several factors underpin Mr. Noble's successful transition to landlordship:



- Economic Savvy: His ability to recognize investment opportunities and
manage finances effectively.
- Social Networks: Building relationships with trustworthy contractors,
tenants, and financial institutions.
- Determination and Resilience: Overcoming societal and personal obstacles
with perseverance.
- Understanding Cultural Values: Recognizing the importance of landownership
in Nigerian society as a symbol of status and security.

Implications of Mr. Noble’s Landlord Status in
Nigerian Society

The Significance of Landownership
In Nigeria, landownership is often associated with wealth, stability, and
social status. Becoming a landlord signifies a shift from poverty to a
position of influence. Mr. Noble’s rise exemplifies the Nigerian
dream—ambition, hard work, and eventual prosperity.

Societal Perceptions and Challenges
While landownership elevates social standing, it also comes with societal
expectations and challenges:

- Managing tenants and maintaining properties
- Navigating legal and bureaucratic processes
- Dealing with societal envy or suspicion
- Upholding reputation within the community

Broader Social Commentary
Mr. Noble’s journey reflects broader themes in Nigerian society:

- The pursuit of economic independence amidst systemic barriers
- The significance of property as a form of wealth and security
- The gendered and class-based limitations faced by individuals in social
mobility
- The importance of resilience and strategic planning in overcoming social
stratification

Lessons from Mr. Noble’s Transformation



Key Takeaways for Aspiring Landlords and
Entrepreneurs
The story of Mr. Noble offers valuable lessons:

- Patience and Persistence: Success often requires sustained effort over
time.
- Financial Discipline: Saving and investing wisely are crucial steps toward
property ownership.
- Understanding Market Dynamics: Knowledge of real estate and societal norms
can enhance investment outcomes.
- Building Trustworthy Networks: Relationships with reliable partners can
facilitate property acquisition and management.
- Resilience in the Face of Challenges: Overcoming societal and personal
obstacles is vital for success.

Relevance in Contemporary Nigeria
Today, the journey of Mr. Noble remains relevant for many Nigerians seeking
socioeconomic mobility. The real estate sector continues to be a primary
avenue for wealth creation, and understanding the pathways and challenges
involved can inspire future entrepreneurs.

Conclusion
The transformation of Mr. Noble from a humble individual to a successful
landlord in Buchi Emecheta’s "Second Class Citizen" is more than a personal
achievement; it is a reflection of societal values, economic realities, and
the indomitable spirit required to overcome systemic barriers. His journey
underscores the importance of resilience, strategic investment, and
understanding societal norms in achieving upward mobility.

As Nigeria continues to develop, stories like Mr. Noble’s serve as both
inspiration and a reminder of the ongoing challenges faced by many striving
to attain financial independence and social recognition. Their stories
emphasize that with determination and strategic planning, it is possible to
transcend societal limitations and carve out a space of influence and
stability.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in BUCHI,
EMECHETA's 'Second Class Citizen'?
The novel explores themes such as social inequality, discrimination, the
struggle for identity, and the quest for dignity within a colonial and post-
colonial Nigerian society.

How does Mr. Noble's journey from a tenant to a
landlord reflect social mobility in the story?
Mr. Noble's transition signifies his efforts to improve his social standing,
highlighting themes of perseverance and the pursuit of respectability amidst
societal barriers.

What challenges does Mr. Noble face in becoming a
landlord in 'Second Class Citizen'?
He faces obstacles like economic hardship, societal discrimination, and the
need to navigate complex social and political structures to acquire property
and establish himself as a landlord.

How is the concept of landownership significant in
'Second Class Citizen'?
Landownership symbolizes power, stability, and social status, and Mr. Noble's
rise to become a landlord represents his desire for upward mobility and
societal acceptance.

In what ways does BUCHI, EMECHETA portray the
struggles of ordinary Nigerians through Mr. Noble's
character?
The novel depicts the hardships of economic hardship, racial and social
discrimination, and the resilience required to overcome systemic barriers,
exemplified by Mr. Noble's determination to succeed.



How does the title 'Second Class Citizen' relate to
Mr. Noble's experiences as a landlord?
The title underscores the societal marginalization and discrimination faced
by Nigerians like Mr. Noble, who, despite achieving economic success, are
still viewed as inferior or 'second class' within the social hierarchy.

Additional Resources
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The story of Buchi, Emecheta: Second Class Citizen and the intriguing journey
of how Mr. Noble transitions from a subordinate figure to a landlord offers a
compelling exploration of societal structures, personal resilience, and the
quest for upward mobility in a challenging environment. This narrative not
only sheds light on the socio-economic dynamics faced by ordinary Nigerians
but also provides a nuanced perspective on ambition, corruption, and the
pursuit of dignity amid adversity. In this review, we will delve into the
themes, character development, plot intricacies, and the socio-cultural
commentary embedded within the story, providing a comprehensive analysis for
readers and critics alike.

---

Overview of the Story and Main Themes

Plot Summary

At its core, Buchi, Emecheta: Second Class Citizen narrates the life of Mr.
Noble, a man initially trapped in the cycle of poverty and marginalization
common among the lower classes in Nigeria. The story begins with his humble
beginnings—working tirelessly as a laborer, facing systemic barriers, and
battling societal prejudices that define him as a second-class citizen.
Through perseverance and strategic maneuvering, Mr. Noble eventually
navigates the complex terrain of property acquisition, culminating in his
transformation into a landlord.

The narrative is not merely about material success but also about the
internal and external struggles faced by individuals in a stratified society.
It explores themes such as social injustice, resilience, corruption, and the
aspiration for social mobility.

Main Themes

- Social Inequality and Class Stratification: The story vividly portrays how
societal structures create barriers for the underprivileged, emphasizing the
systemic nature of discrimination and economic disparity.
- Ambition and Resilience: Mr. Noble’s journey underscores the importance of
perseverance and strategic planning in overcoming societal constraints.



- Corruption and Moral Dilemmas: The narrative highlights the role of
corruption in property acquisition and the moral compromises that sometimes
accompany the pursuit of wealth.
- Identity and Dignity: It questions what it means to be truly respected and
how societal labels impact personal identity.

---

Character Analysis

Mr. Noble: The Protagonist

Mr. Noble’s character is crafted with depth, embodying resilience, cunning,
and a desire for societal acceptance. His evolution from a second-class
citizen to a landlord is portrayed through his strategic thinking,
determination, and sometimes morally ambiguous decisions.

Key Traits:
- Resilient in the face of systemic adversity
- Cunning and resourceful
- Persistently ambitious
- Faced with moral dilemmas that challenge his integrity

Emecheta: The Supporting Role

Emecheta represents the societal expectation and the traditional values that
often conflict with individual ambition. Her relationship with Mr. Noble adds
emotional depth and highlights the personal costs of his pursuits.

Other Characters

- The Landlord/Wealthy Elite: Embody the entrenched power structures and
serve as both obstacles and benchmarks for Mr. Noble’s aspirations.
- Corrupt Officials: Illustrate the complicity of societal institutions in
perpetuating inequality.

---

How Does Mr. Noble Become A Landlord?

The Journey of Acquisition

The process by which Mr. Noble becomes a landlord is layered with strategic
moves, personal sacrifices, and navigating societal pitfalls.

Initial Struggles

Starting as a laborer, Mr. Noble faces poverty and discrimination. His
initial steps involve saving a fraction of his income, often risking his
health and stability to gather enough capital for property investment.



Strategic Alliances and Negotiations

Recognizing the influence of connections, Mr. Noble builds relationships with
certain officials and middlemen who can facilitate property acquisition.
These alliances sometimes involve morally questionable dealings, reflecting
the corrupt reality of property transactions in Nigeria.

Navigating Corruption

The story does not shy away from depicting the corrupt practices prevalent in
property dealings. Mr. Noble often has to choose between integrity and
expediency, with the narrative highlighting the moral complexities involved.

Leveraging Opportunities

Mr. Noble capitalizes on opportunities such as land auctions, informal
markets, and leveraging social capital to acquire property at favorable
terms. His ability to read societal trends and act swiftly is pivotal.

Overcoming Systemic Barriers

Despite numerous hurdles—bureaucratic red tape, societal prejudices, and
economic hardships—Mr. Noble persists. His resilience is marked by moments of
discouragement, but his unwavering focus ultimately leads to success.

From Purchase to Ownership

The culmination of his efforts is the formal registration of his property,
transforming from a mere occupant to a recognized landlord. This milestone
symbolizes his social mobility and the breaking of societal barriers.

---

Features and Analysis

Realism and Socio-cultural Commentary

The story’s strength lies in its authentic portrayal of Nigerian societal
dynamics. It captures the intricacies of land ownership, the influence of
corruption, and the emotional toll on individuals striving for dignity.

Character Development

Mr. Noble’s character arc is compelling, evolving from a naive, hopeful
laborer into a shrewd, resilient landlord. His journey reflects broader
societal themes of perseverance and the corrupting influence of power and
wealth.

Narrative Style

The narrative employs a mix of descriptive prose and dialogue-driven scenes,



making the story engaging and relatable. The author’s use of local dialects
and cultural references adds authenticity.

Moral and Ethical Questions

The story invites readers to reflect on the ethics of exploiting systemic
flaws and the moral compromises necessary for survival and success. It
questions whether achieving material wealth justifies certain questionable
actions.

---

Pros and Cons

Pros

- Authentic portrayal of societal issues: The story vividly depicts the
realities faced by the marginalized in Nigeria.
- Deep character development: Mr. Noble’s evolution is well-crafted, making
him a relatable and complex protagonist.
- Rich cultural context: The narrative is infused with local customs,
language, and societal norms, enriching the reading experience.
- Thought-provoking themes: It challenges readers to think about morality,
justice, and societal change.

Cons

- Potential glorification of morally ambiguous actions: Some readers might
interpret the narrative as endorsing corruption or unethical behavior.
- Pacing issues: Certain parts of the story may feel slow or overly detailed,
potentially affecting engagement.
- Limited focus on broader societal change: While the story centers on Mr.
Noble’s journey, it offers less insight into systemic reforms.

---

Conclusion

Buchi, Emecheta: Second Class Citizen and the story of how Mr. Noble becomes
a landlord is a powerful narrative that encapsulates the struggles and
triumphs of the common man in a society riddled with inequality and
corruption. It offers a nuanced perspective on ambition, resilience, and
morality, resonating deeply with anyone interested in social issues, personal
growth, and the complexities of navigating a stratified society.

The story’s strength lies in its authentic portrayal of societal realities,
vivid characterizations, and thought-provoking themes. It reminds readers
that the journey to upward mobility is often fraught with moral dilemmas and
systemic obstacles, yet perseverance can lead to transformation and
empowerment. Whether viewed as a critique of societal flaws or a testament to
individual resilience, the narrative leaves a lasting impression, prompting



reflection on what it truly means to achieve success and dignity in a second-
class world.
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