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The Great Awakening was a series of religious revivals that swept through the American colonies in

the 18th century, fundamentally transforming the religious landscape and influencing social, political,

and cultural aspects of colonial life. While many of its consequences are well-documented and

celebrated for their role in shaping American identity, it is equally important to recognize what was not

a direct consequence of this movement. This article explores the various impacts of the Great

Awakening, highlighting the significant effects it had on society and clarifying the aspects that it did not

influence.

Understanding the Great Awakening

Before delving into the consequences, it is essential to understand what the Great Awakening entailed.

Spanning primarily from the 1730s to the 1740s, the movement was characterized by passionate

sermons, revival meetings, and a focus on individual faith and personal salvation. Prominent preachers

like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield ignited religious enthusiasm and challenged traditional

church authority, emphasizing a more personal and emotional connection with faith.

Major Consequences of the Great Awakening

The movement's influence was vast, affecting various facets of colonial life. Below are some of the

primary consequences:



1. Increased Religious Diversity and Competition

- The Awakening broke down denominational barriers as new denominations and sects emerged.

- It led to the proliferation of evangelical churches and revivalist groups.

- Traditional established churches faced decline in authority as laypeople became more involved in

religious activities.

2. Empowerment of the Laity

- Ordinary colonists gained confidence in their spiritual authority.

- The emphasis on personal faith led to increased participation of laypeople in religious decision-

making.

- This shift contributed to a broader sense of individual agency, extending beyond religion.

3. Growth of Religious Tolerance and Democratic Ideals

- The revival fostered a spirit of openness and acceptance of different religious beliefs.

- It laid groundwork for the development of religious tolerance, which would later influence the

American values of freedom of religion.

- The movement's emphasis on individual choice paralleled emerging democratic ideas.

4. Promotion of Education and Missionary Work

- Revivalists established new colleges such as Princeton, Brown, and Rutgers to train ministers.

- The focus on personal salvation motivated efforts to spread Christianity to indigenous populations

and enslaved people.

- The movement encouraged literacy and education as tools for religious and moral improvement.



5. Social and Political Changes

- The Great Awakening played a role in fostering a sense of independence from traditional authorities.

- It contributed to the development of a shared American identity that transcended local and regional

loyalties.

- The movement inspired revolutionary sentiments by emphasizing individual rights and questioning

authority.

Consequences NOT Directly Attributable to the Great

Awakening

While the Great Awakening had many lasting effects, some aspects of societal change in colonial

America were not directly caused by the movement. Recognizing these helps clarify its specific

influence.

1. The Abolition of Slavery

- Although the Awakening promoted moral reform and social justice, it did not directly lead to the

abolition of slavery.

- Some revivalists condemned slavery, but many accepted or ignored it, and abolition became a

separate, later movement.

- The abolition movement grew more prominently in the 19th century, influenced by other social and

political factors.

2. The End of Colonial Governance

- The movement did not directly cause the end of colonial rule or lead to independence.

- While it fostered ideas of individual liberty and resistance to authority, the push for independence was

driven by political, economic, and military factors.



- The Revolution was a complex event influenced by taxation, representation, and sovereignty issues,

not solely religious revivalism.

3. The Development of American Commerce and Industry

- The Great Awakening was primarily a religious and social movement with limited direct impact on

economic systems.

- The rise of capitalism, industrialization, and commerce was driven by technological innovations, trade

policies, and economic demands, not revival meetings or religious fervor.

4. The Establishment of a Federal Government

- The movement had minimal influence on the political structures that formed the U.S. government.

- While it encouraged ideas of equality and individual rights, the creation of the Constitution and

federal system resulted from political debates and philosophical ideas beyond religious revivalism.

5. The Advancement of Scientific Knowledge

- Scientific progress and Enlightenment ideas about reason and empiricism were largely independent

of the religious revival.

- Although some revivalists supported scientific inquiry, the movement itself was predominantly spiritual

and emotional, not scientific.

Summary: What the Great Awakening Did Not Include

In summary, the Great Awakening was a pivotal movement that reshaped religious life, fostered social

change, and contributed to the development of American identity. Its consequences include increased

religious diversity, empowerment of individuals, promotion of education, and influence on democratic

ideals. However, it did not directly cause the abolition of slavery, the end of colonial rule, economic



development, the creation of the federal government, or scientific progress.

Understanding what was not a consequence helps contextualize the movement’s true impact and

delineate its limits. Recognizing these distinctions is crucial for a nuanced comprehension of American

history and the complex web of social, political, and cultural developments that shaped the nation.

Final Thoughts

The Great Awakening remains a landmark event in American history, symbolizing the power of

religious revival to inspire societal change. Its legacy persists in the religious diversity, individualism,

and democratic spirit that characterize the United States today. Nevertheless, appreciating what it did

not influence provides a clearer picture of its specific role in shaping the nation’s trajectory,

emphasizing that historical movements often intersect with but do not solely determine broader societal

transformations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did the Great Awakening lead to increased religious diversity in the

colonies?

Yes, the Great Awakening encouraged the growth of multiple denominations and increased religious

diversity.

Was the expansion of Enlightenment ideas a consequence of the Great

Awakening?

No, the Great Awakening was primarily a religious revival and did not directly promote Enlightenment

philosophy.



Did the Great Awakening contribute to the unity among the colonies?

Partially, it fostered a shared religious experience that helped unify different colonial groups.

Did the Great Awakening eliminate existing religious conflicts?

No, it often intensified religious debates and led to the formation of new denominations.

Was the rise of religious individualism an outcome of the Great

Awakening?

Yes, it emphasized personal faith and individual religious experience, promoting religious individualism.

Did the Great Awakening directly cause the American Revolution?

No, while it influenced some revolutionary ideas, it was not a direct cause of the American Revolution.

Additional Resources

Consequences Of The Great Awakening Included All Of The Following Except

The Great Awakening stands as one of the most transformative religious and social movements in

American history. Spanning the 18th century, particularly the early to mid-1700s, it reshaped the

spiritual landscape of the American colonies, catalyzed shifts in social and political thought, and laid

groundwork for future revolutionary change. While its impacts were profound and far-reaching, not

every consequence traditionally attributed to the Great Awakening was actually a direct result of this

movement. This article explores the multifaceted aftermath of the Great Awakening, dissecting the

genuine consequences and clarifying those that, despite common assumptions, were not directly linked

to it.



Understanding the Great Awakening: A Brief Overview

The Great Awakening refers to a series of religious revival movements that swept across the American

colonies, characterized by fervent preaching, emotional conversions, and a call for personal religious

experience over formal church doctrine. Key figures like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield

emphasized personal salvation, individual piety, and challenged established religious authorities and

institutions.

This wave of revivalism broke down denominational barriers, fostered new religious groups, and

encouraged a more personal approach to faith. It also had a significant influence on social attitudes,

promoting ideas of equality and individual agency that would ripple into political realms.

Major Consequences of the Great Awakening

The movement's impact can be broadly categorized into religious, social, and political consequences,

each intertwining with the fabric of colonial society and subsequent American identity.

Religious Consequences

Expansion of Religious Plurality: The revival led to a proliferation of new denominations and

sects, including Methodists and Baptists, breaking the dominance of established churches like

the Anglican and Congregationalist churches.

Increased Religious Participation: The emotional and accessible preaching styles attracted

diverse populations, including lower classes and women, fostering a more inclusive religious

environment.



Emphasis on Personal Faith: The focus shifted from ecclesiastical authority to individual spiritual

experience, laying the groundwork for later religious movements and fostering a sense of

personal agency in faith.

Social Consequences

Challenging Social Hierarchies: The egalitarian tone of revivalism suggested that spiritual equality

could translate into social equality, inspiring ideas of social mobility and resistance to traditional

hierarchies.

Community and Civic Engagement: Revival meetings often became communal events,

encouraging collective participation and reinforcing social bonds beyond religious contexts.

Encouragement of Education and Literacy: The demand for personal Bible reading and

understanding prompted increased literacy efforts and the establishment of educational

institutions.

Political Consequences

Fostering Democratic Ideals: Emphasizing personal responsibility and questioning authority

contributed to an environment conducive to revolutionary ideas about governance and individual

rights.

Precedent for Religious Freedom: The proliferation of diverse religious groups challenged state-



supported churches and promoted ideas of religious liberty, influencing the First Amendment.

Mobilization Against Established Authority: Revivalist preachers often criticized worldly and

political authorities, laying groundwork for questioning colonial governance structures.

Consequences Of The Great Awakening Included All Of The

Following Except

Despite these widespread impacts, some commonly assumed consequences are either misattributed

or not directly linked to the movement itself. Clarifying these helps better understand the true historical

scope of the Great Awakening.

1. The Abolition of Slavery

One of the most significant social issues in American history is slavery. While the Great Awakening

fostered ideas of equality and moral responsibility, it did not directly result in the abolition of slavery.

Why Not?

The revivalist movements primarily focused on personal salvation and religious morality rather than

systemic social reform. Although some preachers condemned slavery on moral grounds, these

condemnations did not lead to widespread abolitionist campaigns at the time. It was only in the 19th

century, through separate movements and political activism, that abolition gained momentum. The

Great Awakening's emphasis on individual morality did not, by itself, dismantle the institution of

slavery.



2. The End of Colonial Loyalties to Britain

The American Revolution culminated in independence from Britain, but the Great Awakening was not a

direct cause of this political revolution.

Why Not?

While the movement did promote ideas of individual agency and questioned authority, its primary focus

was religious and moral renewal. The push for independence was driven by economic grievances,

political representation issues, and colonial identity. The awakening's spiritual emphasis did contribute

indirectly by fostering a sense of independence and resistance to authority, but it was not a political

movement aiming to end colonial ties.

3. The Establishment of the U.S. Constitution

The U.S. Constitution was drafted decades after the Great Awakening, and its development was

primarily influenced by Enlightenment ideas, revolutionary principles, and political debates.

Why Not?

While the Great Awakening helped promote ideas of individual rights and moral equality, the specific

framing of constitutional governance was shaped by other intellectual currents. The movement did

contribute to a culture of questioning authority, but the Constitution's formation was a separate political

process, not a direct consequence of revivalist religious fervor.

4. The Expansion of Public Education Systems

Although the Awakening emphasized literacy and personal Bible reading, the widespread

establishment of public education systems came later, driven by different social and political factors.



Why Not?

The movement inspired some educational initiatives, but the large-scale development of public

schooling was more closely linked to Enlightenment principles and political reforms of the 19th century.

The Awakening's influence on education was more indirect and limited to religious instruction rather

than the creation of secular, state-funded education.

Summary: What the Great Awakening Did and Did Not Cause

The Great Awakening undeniably left a mark on American religious, social, and political culture. It

empowered individuals, challenged established religious and social hierarchies, and fostered ideas of

liberty and equality that would influence future generations.

However, it is crucial to distinguish between direct and indirect consequences. While the movement

contributed to a climate of questioning authority and emphasizing personal rights, it did not directly

cause the abolition of slavery, the establishment of the U.S. Constitution, or the expansion of public

education systems—these developments emerged from other social forces and historical contexts.

In conclusion, the Great Awakening was a catalyst for profound change, but its impact was primarily

spiritual and social rather than political or legislative in the immediate sense. Recognizing what it did

and did not cause helps historians and readers appreciate its true role in shaping the American

experience.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the consequences of the Great Awakening requires nuanced analysis. While it

contributed to the development of American ideals such as liberty, equality, and individual

responsibility, many of the more tangible political and social reforms resulted from subsequent

movements and evolving societal dynamics. By clarifying these distinctions, we gain a clearer picture



of how religious revivalism interacts with broader historical processes, shaping a nation’s trajectory in

complex and often indirect ways.
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