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The question of how the New Jersey Plan addressed the issue of representation is a significant
aspect of American constitutional history. During the Constitutional Convention of 1787, delegates
grappled with the challenge of creating a government that balanced the interests of both small and
large states. The New Jersey Plan emerged as a proposal aimed at protecting the rights of smaller
states by advocating for equal representation regardless of population size. This article explores in
detail how the New Jersey Plan approached the issue of representation, its core principles, and its
impact on the formation of the United States Constitution.

Background: The Challenge of Representation in the
Constitutional Convention

The Articles of Confederation and Its Limitations

- Established a weak central government

- Gave most power to individual states

- Lacked provisions for fair representation in Congress
- Small states feared domination by larger states

The Need for a New Framework

- Disputes over representation intensified tensions

- Larger states, like Virginia, pushed for proportional representation

- Smaller states wanted equal voice and influence

- The debate highlighted the need for a compromise to unify the nation

The Principles of the New Jersey Plan

Key Objectives

- Protect the sovereignty of individual states
- Ensure equal representation in Congress
- Maintain a federal system that respects state authority



The Main Features of the Plan

- Unicameral legislature (one chamber)

- Equal representation for each state, regardless of size or population

- Limited federal powers, primarily regulating commerce and taxation

- Plural executive chosen by Congress

- Strengthening the Articles of Confederation rather than replacing them

Addressing the Issue of Representation

Equal Representation for All States

- The cornerstone of the New Jersey Plan
- Each state would have the same number of representatives in Congress
- This approach aimed to prevent larger states from dominating smaller ones

Comparison with the Virginia Plan

- Virginia Plan proposed proportional representation based on population
- Created a bicameral legislature with both houses representing populations
- The New Jersey Plan countered this by advocating for equal votes for all states

The Impact of Equal Representation

- Ensured small states maintained influence in national decisions
- Protected the rights and interests of less populous states
- Fostered a sense of fairness and equality among states

The Role of the New Jersey Plan in the Constitutional
Convention

The Connecticut Compromise (Great Compromise)

- Proposed by Roger Sherman of Connecticut

- Combined aspects of both the New Jersey and Virginia Plans

- Created a bicameral legislature:

- House of Representatives: based on population

- Senate: equal representation for each state (two senators per state)



The Significance of the Compromise

- Resolved the deadlock between large and small states
- Ensured both proportional and equal representation
- Laid the foundation for the modern U.S. Congress

Advantages of the New Jersey Plan’s Approach

¢ Protection for Small States: Guaranteed equal voice in the legislative process

* Preservation of State Sovereignty: Maintained the authority of individual states within the
federal system

¢ Facilitated Consensus: Served as a basis for compromise among diverse interests

e Foundation for Federalism: Emphasized the importance of balancing state and national
powers

Criticisms and Limitations of the New Jersey Plan

Potential for Equal Representation to Undermine Population-
Based Fairness

- Smaller states might wield disproportionate influence
- Larger states argued that it disregarded population differences

The Need for a Balanced Approach

- The plan was seen as insufficient for creating a truly representative national government
- Led to the development of the Great Compromise, which balanced both principles

Legacy of the New Jersey Plan in Modern U.S.
Government

Influence on the Structure of Congress

- The Senate reflects the equal representation principle
- The House of Representatives embodies proportional representation



Protection of State Interests

- The plan’s emphasis on states’ rights influenced the federal structure
- Continues to shape debates on state versus federal power

Lessons from the Plan’s Approach

- The importance of compromise in a diverse nation
- Recognizing the need to balance equality and fairness in representation

Conclusion

The New Jersey Plan addressed the critical issue of representation by advocating for equal voting
rights for all states, regardless of their size or population. Its core principle was to protect the
sovereignty of smaller states and prevent larger states from dominating the legislative process.
While the plan was ultimately not adopted in its original form, it played a vital role in shaping the
constitutional framework through the development of the Connecticut Compromise. This
compromise successfully blended the principles of equal and proportional representation, ensuring
that both small and large states had a voice in the federal government. Thus, the New Jersey Plan’s
approach to representation remains a foundational element of American political structure,
exemplifying the importance of compromise and federalism in the nation’s founding.

Note: This article provides a comprehensive overview of how the New Jersey Plan addressed the
issue of representation, combining historical context, key features, and its lasting impact on
American government.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the New Jersey Plan propose to address the issue of
representation in the government?

The New Jersey Plan proposed equal representation for all states in Congress, regardless of size or
population, to ensure each state had an equal voice.

What was the main goal of the New Jersey Plan regarding
representation?

Its main goal was to protect the interests of smaller states by giving them equal voting power in the
national legislature.



How did the New Jersey Plan differ from the Virginia Plan in
terms of representation?

While the Virginia Plan suggested representation based on population, the New Jersey Plan
advocated for equal representation for all states regardless of size.

Why was the issue of representation a significant concern for
small states in the New Jersey Plan?

Small states feared they would be overshadowed or ignored if representation was based solely on
population, so they favored equal representation to ensure fair influence.

Did the New Jersey Plan favor centralized or state-based power
in terms of representation?

The plan favored maintaining state sovereignty by ensuring each state had equal representation,
thus protecting state interests in the federal government.

How did the New Jersey Plan influence the Constitutional
Convention's discussions on representation?

It contributed to the debate by emphasizing equal representation, which was later incorporated into
the Connecticut Compromise (Great Compromise).

What mechanism did the New Jersey Plan suggest for ensuring
equal representation?

It proposed a unicameral legislature with each state having one vote, similar to the structure of the
Articles of Confederation.

Was the New Jersey Plan successful in securing its goals for
representation during the Constitutional Convention?

While it was not adopted as the main framework, its ideas influenced the eventual compromise that
balanced representation between large and small states.

How does the New Jersey Plan's approach to representation
compare to modern U.S. Congressional representation?

Modern Congress uses a mixed approach: the House of Representatives based on population and the
Senate with equal representation for each state, reflecting the principles of the New Jersey and
Virginia Plans.

What legacy did the New Jersey Plan leave regarding the issue



of state representation?

It highlighted the importance of protecting smaller states' interests and contributed to the
development of the bicameral legislature structure in the U.S. Constitution.

Additional Resources
How Did The New Jersey Plan Address The Issue Of Representation

The question of representation was one of the most contentious and pivotal issues during the
Constitutional Convention of 1787. The New Jersey Plan, proposed by William Paterson and other
delegates from smaller states, was a significant response to the broader debate over how states
should be represented in the national legislature. To understand how the New Jersey Plan addressed
this issue, it is essential to explore the historical context, the core principles of the plan, its specific
proposals regarding representation, and its lasting impact on the formation of the U.S. Constitution.

Historical Context of the Representation Issue

Before delving into the details of the New Jersey Plan, it is crucial to understand the background
that led to its proposal. During the late 18th century, the United States was composed of 13 diverse
states with varying populations, economic structures, and political interests. The primary concern
was how to create a national government that balanced power among these states.

- The Articles of Confederation: The original governing document, ratified in 1781, established a
unicameral legislature where each state had an equal vote regardless of size or population. While
this approach preserved states’ sovereignty, it led to problems such as:

- Weak central authority

- Difficulties in passing legislation

- Challenges in regulating commerce and taxation

- The Larger vs. Smaller States Dilemma: Larger states (like Virginia and Pennsylvania) favored
proportional representation, where states' influence in the legislature would depend on their
population size. Conversely, smaller states (like New Jersey and Delaware) feared that proportional
representation would diminish their influence and sought equal representation regardless of size.

- The Annapolis Convention (1786): Initially convened to address trade issues, this gathering
highlighted the need for broader constitutional reforms, eventually leading to the Constitutional
Convention.

- The Constitutional Convention (1787): The main event, where delegates debated various proposals
to craft a new framework. The core debate revolved around how states should be represented in the
new Congress, prompting the development of competing plans.



The Core Principles of the New Jersey Plan

The New Jersey Plan was primarily a response to the Virginia Plan, which favored proportional
representation. The New Jersey Plan aimed to preserve the sovereignty of small states and ensure
equality among all states in the legislative process.

Key Principles of the New Jersey Plan:

- Maintain a Unicameral Legislature: Similar to the Articles of Confederation, the plan proposed a
single legislative chamber.

- Equal Representation for All States: Every state, regardless of size or population, would have an
equal vote in Congress.

- Limited Federal Power: The plan sought to strengthen the national government but within the
bounds that preserved state sovereignty.

- Reinforce the Existing Structure: It aimed to amend the Articles rather than replace them entirely,
emphasizing continuity and the protection of smaller states' interests.

Specific Proposals Regarding Representation in the
New Jersey Plan

The primary focus of the New Jersey Plan was to ensure equal representation across all states. Its
specific proposals included:

1. Unicameral Legislature with Equal Votes

- The plan proposed one legislative house in which each state would have one vote.

- This structure was designed to prevent larger states from dominating the legislative process, thus
protecting the interests of smaller states.

2. Power Distribution

- While maintaining a unicameral system, the plan suggested that Congress would have limited
powers, including:

- The authority to regulate commerce and taxation, but only with the consent of the states.

- The ability to appoint federal officials and pass laws, provided they did not infringe upon state
sovereignty.

3. Federal Executive and Judiciary

- The plan proposed a weak executive branch, with a plural executive chosen by Congress.

- The judiciary would be established but with limited authority, serving primarily as an interpreter of
laws.

4. Amending the Articles
- The plan aimed to amend the Articles of Confederation to increase the powers of Congress without

altering the fundamental structure of state representation.

5. Preservation of State Sovereignty



- The emphasis was on maintaining the independence and authority of individual states within the
federal system, especially through equal voting rights.

How The New Jersey Plan Addressed Representation

The core of the New Jersey Plan's approach to representation was its commitment to equal
representation for all states, regardless of population or economic size. This approach was rooted in
the desire to protect small states from being overshadowed by larger states, ensuring that their
voices remained influential in the national government.

Key Aspects of Representation in the Plan:

- Equal Voting Power: Every state would have one vote in the legislature, ensuring that small states
like Delaware, Rhode Island, and New Jersey retained significant influence.

- Protection Against Population Bias: Unlike the Virginia Plan, which proposed representation based
on population, the New Jersey Plan explicitly rejected this, emphasizing equality.

- No Proportional Representation: The plan did not consider population size as a factor for
representation, which was a point of contention with larger states advocating for proportional
systems.

Implications of This Approach:

- Protection for Small States: Smaller states could be assured that their interests would not be
overridden by more populous states.

- Potential for Gridlock: Equal representation meant that passing legislation required consensus
among all states, which could be challenging given different interests.

- Balance of Power: The plan aimed to strike a balance where no single state or group of large states
could dominate the legislative process.

Comparison with Other Proposals and Final Outcomes

The New Jersey Plan was part of a broader debate, and its approach to representation was
contrasted with other proposals, notably the Virginia Plan.

- Virginia Plan: Proposed by James Madison, it advocated for representation based on population,
favoring larger states.

- The Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise): Ultimately, the convention adopted a hybrid
solution that incorporated elements of both plans:

- A bicameral legislature with:

- The House of Representatives, where representation was proportional to population.

- The Senate, where each state had equal representation (two senators per state).



Impact of the New Jersey Plan:

- The plan's emphasis on equal representation influenced the creation of the Senate, ensuring that
small states maintained influence.

- The compromise balanced the interests of both small and large states, leading to the structure of
the current U.S. Congress.

- The debates and proposals like the New Jersey Plan underscored the importance of safeguarding
state sovereignty while establishing a functional federal government.

Legacy and Significance of the New Jersey Plan in
Representation

The New Jersey Plan's approach to representation played a crucial role in shaping the United States
constitutional framework. Its emphasis on equality among states influenced the structure of the
Senate and the broader federal system.

Key Legacies:

- Protection for Small States: The plan helped ensure that smaller states would not be marginalized,
fostering a sense of fairness and inclusion.

- Foundation for the Great Compromise: Its principles contributed to the compromise that created a
bicameral Congress, balancing population-based and equal representation.

- Federalism and State Sovereignty: The plan reinforced the idea that states would retain significant
powers within the federal system.

Contemporary Relevance:

- The principles of equal representation in the Senate persist today, often leading to debates over
issues like voting rights and representation equity.

- The structure reflects the foundational compromise between large and small states, illustrating the
importance of negotiation and balancing diverse interests in constitutional design.

Conclusion

The New Jersey Plan addressed the issue of representation by advocating for an egalitarian
approach, where each state had an equal voice in the national legislature. This proposal was rooted
in the desire to protect small states from dominance by larger states and to ensure a balanced
federal system that respected state sovereignty. Although it was ultimately integrated into the
broader constitutional framework through the Great Compromise, the principles embodied in the
New Jersey Plan remain central to understanding the structure of American government today. Its
emphasis on equality among states in the Senate continues to influence debates on representation
and governance in the United States.
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