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Learning how to tell time in Spanish is an essential skill for anyone trying
to become fluent in the language. Whether you're traveling, working with
Spanish-speaking colleagues, or simply interested in expanding your language
skills, knowing how to express specific times accurately is very useful. In
this comprehensive guide, we'll explore how to say various times in Spanish,
including exact hours like 7:00, half hours like 3:30, quarter hours such as
1:15, and times with minutes like 2:20, 9:40, and 12:50. We'll cover both
formal and informal ways to tell time, as well as useful tips and common
expressions to make your communication clear and natural.

---

Understanding How to Tell Time in Spanish

Before diving into specific examples, it's important to understand the
general structure of telling time in Spanish.

Using the 12-Hour Clock vs. 24-Hour Clock
- Spanish speakers commonly use the 12-hour clock in everyday conversation,
often with "de la mañana" (in the morning), "de la tarde" (in the afternoon),
or "de la noche" (at night) to specify the time of day.
- The 24-hour clock (military time) is used in formal contexts like
transportation schedules, hospitals, and the military.

Basic Vocabulary for Telling Time
- Hora: hour
- Minuto(s): minute(s)
- Es la: it is (used for 1:00)
- Son las: it is (used for other hours)
- Y: and (to add minutes)
- Menos: minus (to subtract minutes from the next hour)
- Cuarto: quarter (15 minutes)
- Media: half (30 minutes)

---



How to Say Exact Hours in Spanish

The most straightforward way to tell time is by stating the hour:

For 1:00 to 12:00 (Exact Hours)
- Es la una (It's 1:00) — use "Es la" because "una" (one) is singular.
- Son las dos (It's 2:00)
- Son las tres (It's 3:00)
- ... and so on up to 12:

| Time | Spanish Expression |
|---------|-------------------------|
| 7:00 | Es la una | (for 1:00) |
| 2:00 | Son las dos | (for 2:00) |
| 3:00 | Son las tres | (for 3:00) |
| 9:00 | Son las nueve | (for 9:00) |
| 12:00 | Son las doce | (for 12:00) |

---

Expressing Half Past and Quarter Past in
Spanish

Specific times like 3:30, 1:15, and others often involve common expressions
for halves and quarters.

How to Say Half Past (Media)
- Son las tres y media — It's 3:30
- Son las una y media — It's 1:30
- Son las cinco y media — It's 5:30

How to Say Quarter Past (Cuarto)
- Es la una y cuarto — It's 1:15
- Son las dos y cuarto — It's 2:15
- Son las cinco y cuarto — It's 5:15

Note:
- "Y" is used to add minutes after the hour.
- When referring to quarter past, always say "y cuarto."



---

Expressing Specific Times in Spanish

Let's explore how to say the specific times listed:

1. 7:00 O'clock — Es la una or Son las siete

- Since 7:00 is an exact hour, the common way is:

- Son las siete en punto — It's exactly 7:00
- Son las siete — It's 7 o'clock (informal)

- For formal contexts, "en punto" emphasizes the exact time.

2. 3:30 — Son las tres y media

- "Media" signifies half an hour past the hour.

3. 1:15 — Es la una y cuarto

- "Cuarto" indicates 15 minutes past.

4. 2:20 — Son las dos y veinte

- The standard way is to state the hour and minutes:

- Son las dos y veinte

- Alternatively, you can say:

- Son las dos veinte — using "veinte" directly.

5. 9:40 — Son las diez menos veinte or Son las nueve y cuarenta

- When minutes are approaching the next hour, it's common to subtract from
the upcoming hour:

- Son las diez menos veinte — It's twenty minutes to ten.

- Or, you can say:

- Son las nueve y cuarenta — It's 9:40

6. 12:50 — Es la una menos diez or Son las doce y cincuenta

- Similar to above, subtract minutes from the next hour:

- Es la una menos diez — It's ten minutes to one.



- Or:

- Son las doce y cincuenta — It's 12:50

---

Using "Menos" to Express Minutes Before the
Next Hour

In Spanish, times like 9:40 and 12:50 are often expressed using "menos"
(minus) to indicate minutes remaining until the next hour:

- Son las diez menos veinte — 9:40 (twenty minutes before 10)
- Es la una menos diez — 12:50 (ten minutes before 1)

This method is common in conversational Spanish and helps specify times
precisely.

---

Additional Tips for Telling Time in Spanish

- Always specify "en punto" if you mean the exact hour.
- Use "y" to add minutes after the hour.
- Use "menos" to subtract minutes from the upcoming hour.
- For times like 12:00, 1:00, or 2:00, be aware of whether to use "Es la"
(for 1:00) or "Son las" (for other hours).
- When speaking about times in formal settings or schedules, prefer the 24-
hour format:

- 13:15 — Es la una y cuarto de la tarde (1:15 p.m.)

---

Summary of Key Phrases and Expressions

- Es la una / Son las [hour] — It's [hour] o'clock
- Es la una en punto — It's exactly 1:00
- Son las [hour] en punto — It's exactly [hour]
- Y — And (to add minutes)
- Cuarto — Quarter (15 minutes)
- Media — Half (30 minutes)
- Menos — Minus (to indicate minutes before the next hour)
- Son las [next hour] menos [minutes] — Minutes before the next hour



---

Practice Exercises

To improve your ability to tell time in Spanish, try translating these times:

1. 4:00 — _______________
2. 6:15 — _______________
3. 8:30 — _______________
4. 11:45 — _______________
5. 5:50 — _______________
6. 10:10 — _______________
7. 12:55 — _______________
8. 1:05 — _______________

---

Conclusion

Mastering how to tell time in Spanish involves understanding both the
vocabulary and the common expressions used in everyday speech. Whether you’re
stating precise hours like "Son las siete en punto" or describing times with
minutes using "y" or "menos," practice will help you communicate confidently.
Remember to pay attention to whether to use "Es la" or "Son las," and always
specify "en punto" for exact hours. With this comprehensive guide, you now
have the tools to confidently say times such as 7:00, 3:30, 1:15, 2:20, 9:40,
and 12:50 in Spanish. Keep practicing, and you'll be telling time like a
native speaker in no time!

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I say 'It's 7:00 o'clock' in Spanish?
You say 'Son las siete en punto.'

What is the Spanish way to say '3:30'?
You say 'Son las tres y treinta' or 'Son las tres y media.'

How can I express '1:15' in Spanish?
You say 'Es la una y cuarto.'



How do I say '2:20' in Spanish?
You say 'Son las dos y veinte.'

What is the Spanish expression for '9:40'?
You say 'Son las diez menos veinte' or 'Son las nueve y cuarenta.'

How do I say '12:50' in Spanish?
You say 'Es la una menos diez' or 'Son las doce y cincuenta.'

Is there a difference between using 'y' and 'menos'
in telling time in Spanish?
Yes. 'Y' is used to add minutes past the hour (e.g., 'y quince' for quarter
past), while 'menos' is used to subtract minutes before the next hour (e.g.,
'menos veinte' for twenty minutes before the hour).

What's the common way to say 'half past' in Spanish?
You can say 'y media' after the hour, for example, 'Son las tres y media' for
3:30.

Additional Resources
How To Say Its 7:00 Oclock, 3:30, 1:15, 2:20, 9:40 And 12:50 In Spanish

Understanding how to tell time in Spanish is an essential skill for effective
communication in Spanish-speaking countries. Whether you are traveling,
conducting business, or simply learning the language, mastering time
expressions will help you navigate daily conversations with confidence. In
this article, we will explore how to express specific times such as 7:00,
3:30, 1:15, 2:20, 9:40, and 12:50 in Spanish, providing detailed
explanations, common phrases, and useful tips to improve your fluency.

---

The Importance of Telling Time in Spanish

Before diving into specific times, it’s valuable to understand why learning
to tell time in Spanish is so crucial. Time expressions are foundational in
daily interactions—scheduling appointments, asking for directions, making
plans, or simply discussing daily routines. In Spanish, time-telling involves
specific vocabulary, verb forms, and conventions that differ from English,
making it important to grasp the nuances for accurate and natural
communication.



---

Basic Vocabulary and Structures for Telling Time in Spanish

Key Vocabulary

- Hora: Hour
- Minuto: Minute
- Mediodía: Noon (12:00 p.m.)
- Medianoche: Midnight (12:00 a.m.)
- Cuarto: Quarter (used for 15 minutes)
- Media: Half (used for 30 minutes)
- En punto: On the dot / exactly (used for exact hours)

Basic Time Expressions

- To state the hour, use "Es la" for 1:00 and "Son las" for hours other than
1:00.
- Minutes are added after the hour, using "y" (and) for minutes past the
hour, and "menos" (minus) for minutes to the next hour.
- For minutes less than 30, use "y". For minutes greater than 30, typically
express the time as minutes to the next hour.

---

How to Say 7:00 in Spanish

Expressing 7:00

The simplest and most direct way to say 7:00 is:

- Son las siete en punto.
(Literally: "It is seven o'clock on the dot.")

Alternatively, you can also say:

- Son las siete.
(It’s seven.)

Explanation

- "Son las" is used because 7 is not 1, so the plural form applies.
- "En punto" emphasizes that the time is exactly on the hour, with no
minutes.

---

How to Say 3:30 in Spanish

Expressing 3:30



The most common way to say 3:30 is:

- Son las tres y media.
(It’s three and a half.)

or

- Son las tres y treinta minutos.
(It’s three and thirty minutes.)

Explanation

- "Y media" is a colloquial way to say "and a half," referring to 30 minutes
past the hour.
- "Y treinta minutos" is more formal and precise.

Alternative expression

- La tres y treinta.
(Less common, but acceptable in some contexts.)

---

How to Say 1:15 in Spanish

Expressing 1:15

The typical way to say 1:15 is:

- Es la una y cuarto.
(It’s one and a quarter.)

or

- Es la una y quince minutos.
(It’s one and fifteen minutes.)

Explanation

- "Y cuarto" means "and a quarter," referring to 15 minutes past the hour.
- Use "Es la" because the hour is 1, which is singular.

---

How to Say 2:20 in Spanish

Expressing 2:20

To say 2:20, you can say:

- Son las dos y veinte.



(It’s two and twenty.)

or

- Son las dos y veinte minutos.
(It’s two and twenty minutes.)

Explanation

- The structure is similar to other times with minutes after the hour.
- No special phrase is needed; just state the hour and minutes.

---

How to Say 9:40 in Spanish

Expressing 9:40

There are two common ways:

1. Son las diez menos veinte.
(It’s ten minus twenty.)

2. Son las nueve y cuarenta.
(It’s nine and forty.)

Explanation

- "Menos" (minus) is used to express minutes to the next hour, especially
when minutes are greater than 30.
- In this case, "Son las diez menos veinte" is more natural, meaning "twenty
minutes to ten," which is 9:40.

---

How to Say 12:50 in Spanish

Expressing 12:50

The most common way:

- Es la una menos diez.
(It’s one minus ten.)

or

- Son las doce y cincuenta.
(It’s twelve and fifty.)

Explanation



- Since 50 minutes past 12 is close to 1:00, the more natural expression is
"Es la una menos diez," meaning "ten minutes until 1:00."
- Alternatively, stating "Son las doce y cincuenta" is correct but less
common in casual speech.

---

Summary of Key Phrases and Rules

| Time | Formal Expression | Colloquial Expression | Notes |
|-----------------|-----------------------------------------|----------------
-----------------|--------------------------------------------------------|
| 7:00 | Son las siete en punto. | Son las siete. | "En punto" emphasizes
exact time. |
| 3:30 | Son las tres y media. | Son las tres y treinta minutos. | "Media"
refers to 30 minutes past the hour. |
| 1:15 | Es la una y cuarto. | Es la una y quince minutos. | "Y cuarto" is
standard for 15 minutes past. |
| 2:20 | Son las dos y veinte. | Son las dos y veinte minutos. |
Straightforward; minutes after hour. |
| 9:40 | Son las diez menos veinte. | Son las nueve y cuarenta. | Use "menos"
for minutes to next hour. |
| 12:50 | Es la una menos diez. | Son las doce y cincuenta. | "Menos" form is
common for 10 minutes before 1. |

---

Practical Tips for Learners

- Remember that "Es la" is used for 1:00, and "Son las" for other hours.
- Use "y" for minutes after the hour, especially for times less than 30
minutes past.
- Use "menos" for times greater than 30 minutes past, indicating minutes to
the next hour.
- Familiarize yourself with common phrases like "y cuarto," "y media," and
"menos veinte" for natural speech.
- Practice aloud to develop fluency, especially with the "menos"
constructions, which can be tricky for beginners.

---

Conclusion

Mastering how to tell time in Spanish involves understanding specific
vocabulary, grammatical structures, and conventions. Whether indicating the
exact hour, approaching the next hour, or expressing minutes past or to the
hour, these expressions are essential for effective communication. By
practicing the phrases and rules outlined above, learners can confidently
navigate daily conversations, appointments, and schedules in Spanish.
Remember, regular practice and immersion are key to becoming fluent in
expressing time — a fundamental aspect of everyday life in any language.
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