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The year 1968 marked a significant milestone in the history of automotive design and engineering for the
German automaker Audi. It was a year that witnessed the unveiling of a revolutionary vehicle that would
not only redefine the company's lineup but also influence the design language of sports cars and luxury
vehicles for decades to come. For enthusiasts and car historians alike, the question remains: what was the
name of this iconic car released by Audi in 19687 This article delves into the details of this groundbreaking

vehicle, exploring its origins, features, impact, and legacy.

The Birth of a New Era: Audi's 1968 Model

Background: The Resurgence of Audi

Before 1968, Audi's history was characterized by a series of challenges and transformations. The brand's
roots trace back to the early 20th century, with the founding of Auto Union in 1932, a consortium of four
German automakers. Post-World War II, Auto Union faced financial difficulties, leading to its decline.
However, in the 1960s, a strategic decision was made to revive the brand with a focus on innovation and

modern design.

In 1965, Volkswagen acquired Auto Union, and by 1968, the company was ready to introduce a new
vehicle that would symbolize its renewed identity. This vehicle was designed to combine sporty

performance with luxury and technological advancements, setting the stage for Audi's future success.

The 1968 Audi Model: The Audi 100

Introduction and Naming

The car launched in 1968 was the Audi 100, officially introduced at the Frankfurt Motor Show that year. It
was designated as the Audi F103 series and became a cornerstone for the company's expansion into the
mid-size executive car market. The name "Audi 100" was chosen to emphasize its position as a premium

vehicle featuring advanced engineering and design.



The Audi 100 was more than just a new model; it represented the rebranding of the company's identity
and a commitment to quality, innovation, and style. It was the first model to bear the Audi name as a

standalone brand, distinct from the Auto Union legacy.

Design and Engineering Highlights

The 1968 Audi 100 was notable for several pioneering features:
e Distinctive Exterior Design: The car featured a sleek, aerodynamic body with smooth lines, a low
profile, and a modern aesthetic that was ahead of its time.

¢ Innovative Engineering: Equipped with a 1.9-liter inline-four engine, it offered impressive

performance and efficiency.

¢ Advanced Suspension: The model incorporated a sophisticated independent suspension system,

enhancing ride comfort and handling.

¢ Interior Comfort: The Audi 100 boasted a spacious cabin with high-quality materials, modern

instrumentation, and comfort features that appealed to executive buyers.

o Safety Features: It included safety innovations like improved braking systems and reinforced body

structures, reflecting the company's commitment to occupant safety.

Significance of the 1968 Audi 100

Market Impact

The introduction of the Audi 100 in 1968 marked a strategic turning point for the brand. It positioned Audi
as a serious contender in the mid-size executive car segment, directly competing with established

European brands such as BMW and Mercedes-Benz.

The model's combination of performance, comfort, and modern styling earned it critical acclaim and a loyal

customer base. It helped establish the brand's reputation for engineering excellence and innovative design.



Technical Innovations and Legacy

The 1968 Audi 100 was notable not just for its aesthetic appeal but also for its technological advancements:
¢ Front-Wheel Drive: The model was among the early European cars to feature front-wheel drive,
enhancing interior space and handling.

¢ Fuel Efficiency: Its engine design prioritized fuel economy during an era dominated by larger, less

efficient vehicles.

¢ Modular Design: The engineering philosophy enabled easier maintenance and parts replacement,

contributing to its durability.

This model laid the groundwork for subsequent generations of Audi vehicles, influencing design and

engineering standards across the brand's lineup.

The Evolution of the Audi 100

From the Original to Later Models

‘While the 1968 Audi 100 was revolutionary, it was just the beginning of a long lineage that would see the

model evolve through multiple generations. Over the years, improvements included:

- More powerful engine options
- Enhanced safety features
- Introduction of quattro all-wheel-drive technology

- Modernized styling and aerodynamics

The Audi 100 eventually evolved into the Audi A6 series, which remains a flagship model for the brand
today.

Global Influence and Recognition

The success of the original Audi 100 helped establish the brand internationally. It positioned Audi as a

manufacturer of premium vehicles that combined innovation, quality, and performance. The model



received numerous awards and accolades, cementing its place in automotive history.

Why the 1968 Audi 100 Remains Iconic

Design Philosophy and Innovation

The 1968 Audi 100 exemplified a shift toward modern, aerodynamic vehicle design. Its clean lines and

functional aesthetics influenced automotive styling trends during the late 1960s and beyond.

Historical Significance

As the first model to carry the Audi name post-revival, it symbolizes the rebirth of the brand into the
modern era. Its technological innovations and market success demonstrated Audi's commitment to

engineering excellence and innovation.

Collector's Interest

Today, vintage Audi 100 models from 1968 are highly sought after by collectors and enthusiasts. Restored

examples are prized for their historical significance and engineering heritage.

Conclusion: The Name of the 1968 Car

To answer the central question: the car released by Audi in 1968 was named the Audi 100. This vehicle
marked the beginning of a new chapter for the brand, setting standards in design, technology, and market
positioning. Its legacy persists in the modern Audi lineup, continuing to influence automotive innovation

worldwide.
Summary:

- The 1968 model was called the Audi 100.

- It was the first model under the Audi brand after the Auto Union era.

- Introduced at the Frankfurt Motor Show, it showcased modern design and engineering.
- It laid the foundation for future Audi models, including the popular A6 series.

- The Audi 100 remains a symbol of innovation and revival in automotive history.



Whether you are a vintage car enthusiast or a modern automotive aficionado, understanding the
significance of the 1968 Audi 100 provides valuable insight into the evolution of one of the world's most

renowned automotive brands.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the name of the new car design Audi released in 1968?

Audi released the Audi 100 in 1968.

Was the 1968 Audi car a sedan or a different type of vehicle?

The 1968 Audi 100 was primarily a sedan, marking a significant update in their lineup.

Did the 1968 Audi 100 introduce any innovative features?

Yes, the Audi 100 of 1968 was known for its aerodynamic design and advanced engineering for its time.

How was the reception of the 1968 Audi 100 upon release?

The Audi 100 was well-received, establishing Audi as a notable player in the European automobile market.

Was the 1968 Audi 100 part of a new design philosophy for Audi?

Yes, it marked a shift towards more modern, aerodynamic designs and improved performance.

Did the 1968 Audi 100 influence future Audi models?

Absolutely, the design and engineering principles of the 1968 Audi 100 influenced subsequent models and

the brand's direction.

‘What was the significance of the 1968 Audi release in automotive
history?

It signified Audi's entry into the mid-sized sedan market with a modern, innovative vehicle that set the

stage for future success.

Are there any surviving 1968 Audi 100 models today?

Yes, some vintage models are preserved by collectors and enthusiasts, appreciated for their historical value.



How did the 1968 Audi 100 compare to competitors at the time?

The Audi 100 was competitive with other European sedans, offering a blend of design, engineering, and

performance that stood out in 1968.

Additional Resources

1968 Audi Released A New Car Design: The Audi 100

The year 1968 marked a significant milestone in automotive history, especially for the German
manufacturer Audi. The company introduced a groundbreaking model that would shape its future and
influence the European automotive landscape for decades to come. This model was none other than the
Audi 100, a vehicle that signaled Audi’s entry into the executive segment and showcased innovative
design and engineering principles. In this detailed review, we explore the origins, design features,
technological advancements, and legacy of the Audi 100, providing a comprehensive understanding of this

iconic vehicle.

The Birth of the Audi 100: Historical Context

The Automotive Scene in the 1960s

The 1960s was a dynamic period for the automotive industry, characterized by rapid technological
advancements, increased consumer demand for comfort and safety, and fierce competition among European
automakers. Major manufacturers were striving to develop models that offered a blend of performance,
luxury, and reliability. Amidst this backdrop, Audi sought to establish itself as a notable player in the

executive and mid-size segments.

Auditing the Company’s Evolution

Prior to 1968, Audi was part of Auto Union, a conglomerate formed in the 1930s that included brands like
Horch, DKW, and Wanderer. After a period of financial difficulty and restructuring, Auto Union was
acquired by Volkswagen in 1964, providing the necessary resources to innovate and expand. The launch of
the Audi 100 was a strategic move to rejuvenate the brand and compete with established German luxury

brands like Mercedes-Benz and BMW.



The Name and Significance of the Audi 100

Why the Name “Audi 100”?

The designation "100" was deliberately chosen to position the model within the upper mid-range segment,
emphasizing its size, comfort, and technological sophistication. The number also implied a sense of power
and prestige, aligning with Audi's ambitions to match, if not surpass, its competitors in terms of quality and

innovation.

The Model's Significance

The Audi 100 was more than just a new model; it was a statement of intent. It marked Audi's re-entry as a
serious contender in the executive car market, representing a leap forward in design, engineering, and
brand identity. Its release set the stage for future models and established a foundation for Audi’s reputation

for technological innovation.

Design and Engineering Features of the Audi 100

Exterior Design

The Audi 100 of 1968 was characterized by its understated yet elegant styling, embodying the modernist

aesthetic prevalent in European automotive design at the time.

- Body Style: The model was primarily available as a four-door sedan, emphasizing practicality and comfort.
- Dimensions: It measured approximately 4.6 meters in length, with a sleek, elongated profile that
conveyed sophistication.

- Design Lines: Clean, smooth lines with minimal ornamentation. The front grille was prominent yet
refined, featuring the iconic four-ring Audi emblem.

- Lighting: Circular headlamps integrated seamlessly into the front fascia, providing good illumination and a
distinctive look.

- Interior Space: The design prioritized spaciousness, with ample legroom and a comfortable cabin for both

driver and passengers.



Chassis and Structural Aspects

- Platform: The Audi 100 utilized a unibody construction, which contributed to improved rigidity and
safety.

- Suspension: It featured independent suspension on both the front and rear, enhancing ride quality and
handling.

- Steering: Power-assisted steering was an available option, making maneuverability easier, especially for

an executive vehicle.

Technological Innovations

- Engine Options: The initial lineup included a 1.9-liter inline-four engine, which was advanced for its
time, offering a good balance of power and fuel efficiency.

- Transmission: A four-speed manual transmission was standard, with an optional three-speed automatic
transmission available in later versions.

- Fuel Economy: The design aimed to optimize fuel consumption without sacrificing performance, a key

selling point during that era.

Interior and Comfort Features

Cabin Design and Materials

- Dashboard: Functional yet stylish, featuring analog gauges for speed, fuel, temperature, and oil pressure.
- Upholstery: High-quality materials such as vinyl and cloth were used, with optional leather trim for
added luxury.

- Seating: Ergonomically designed front seats with adjustable features, offering comfort for long drives.

Technological Features

- Sound System: The car was equipped with a basic radio, a novelty at the time, allowing drivers to enjoy
music and news.

- Climate Control: While limited, some models offered basic ventilation systems, contributing to passenger
comfort.

- Safety: Features such as seat belts and improved crash safety were incorporated, aligning with evolving

safety standards.



Performance and Driving Dynamics

Engine Performance

- The 1.9-liter engine produced approximately 100 horsepower, offering a top speed of around 110-120
km/h.
- The powertrain was praised for its smooth operation and reliability, setting a benchmark for future

models.

Handling and Ride Quality

- The independent suspension provided a comfortable ride, absorbing road imperfections effectively.

- The steering was responsive, and the car’s balanced chassis allowed for confident handling.

Fuel Efficiency

- The Audi 100 was relatively economical for its class, making it attractive to business users and families
alike.

Market Reception and Legacy

Initial Reception

When launched, the Audi 100 was met with positive reviews for its innovative design, build quality, and
technological features. It was seen as a breath of fresh air in the executive car segment, bringing a modern

European alternative to the established German brands.

Sales Performance

- The model quickly gained popularity across Europe, especially in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

- Its reputation for durability and comfort helped solidify Audi’s position in the marketplace.



Legacy and Impact

- The Audi 100 laid the groundwork for future generations of Audi sedans, influencing design language
and engineering standards.

- It was the precursor to the successful Audi 80 and later, the Audi A6, models that continue to define the
brand.

- The model’s emphasis on technological innovation and quality set a benchmark for the automotive

industry.

Evolution and Later Developments

Facelift and Variants

- Throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Audi 100 underwent minor updates, including stylistic
refreshes and improved features.

- Different engine options and trims expanded the model’s appeal.

Transition to Modern Audi Models

- The success of the 1968 Audi 100 encouraged Audi to invest more heavily in research and development.
- It eventually evolved into the Audi 200 and other premium models, cementing its legacy as a flagship of

innovation.

Conclusion: A Pioneering Model

The 1968 Audi 100 was a pivotal model that symbolized a new era for the brand. Its innovative design,
engineering excellence, and focus on comfort and safety established Audi as a serious contender in the
European automotive scene. This model not only fulfilled the expectations of its time but also laid the
foundation for the brand’s future successes. Today, the Audi 100 remains a celebrated classic, representing a
perfect blend of modernity and timeless elegance that continues to influence automotive design and

engineering.

In summary, the 1968 release of the Audi 100 marked a defining moment for the brand, blending

innovation with practicality and establishing a legacy that endures to this day.
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