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The histories of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B Dole are deeply intertwined
within the complex narrative of Hawaii’s political transformation in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Their lives, roles, and actions played pivotal
parts in shaping the fate of the Hawaiian Islands—from a sovereign monarchy
to an American territory. This article explores their backgrounds, the
circumstances that linked them, and the enduring legacy they left behind.

Backgrounds of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B
Dole

Queen Liliuokalani: The Last Monarch of Hawaii
Queen Liliuokalani was born Lydia Liliuokalani Paki on September 2, 1838, in
Honolulu. She was a member of the Hawaiian royal family, the daughter of King
Kamehameha III and Queen Kalama. Educated in both Hawaiian traditions and
Western sciences, Liliuokalani was an accomplished musician, composer, and a
strong advocate for Hawaiian sovereignty.

In 1891, she ascended the throne after her brother, King Kalakaua, died. Her
reign was marked by her efforts to restore the power of the Hawaiian monarchy
and resist increasing influence from foreign businessmen and the United
States. Her most notable challenge was her attempt to draft a new
constitution that would restore the monarchy’s authority, which ultimately
led to her downfall.

Sanford B Dole: A Key Architect of Hawaii’s
Transition
Sanford Ballard Dole was born on April 23, 1844, in Honolulu to American
parents who had settled in Hawaii. He was a lawyer, businessman, and
politician deeply involved in the economic and political development of the
islands. Dole became a prominent figure in the sugar industry and served in
multiple government roles, including Attorney General, Minister of Hawaii,
and President of the Republic of Hawaii.

Dole’s political career was characterized by his advocacy for American
interests in Hawaii. He was a central figure in the overthrow of the Hawaiian
monarchy and the establishment of the Provisional Government, which later



became the Republic of Hawaii. His leadership was instrumental in Hawaii’s
annexation by the United States in 1898.

The Key Events Linking Their Lives

The Overthrow of the Hawaiian Monarchy
The pivotal event connecting Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B Dole was the
overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893. A group of American and European
businessmen, with the support of U.S. military forces, orchestrated a coup
against Queen Liliuokalani. The Queen was forced to abdicate the throne,
ending centuries of Hawaiian monarchy rule.

Sanford Dole was a leading figure behind this movement. As the president of
the Provisional Government and later the Republic, Dole worked tirelessly to
consolidate power and push for annexation by the United States. His
leadership was crucial in transitioning Hawaii from a sovereign kingdom to a
territory controlled by the U.S.

The Role of U.S. Intervention
The U.S. government’s role was complex. Initially, the United States showed
little interest in Hawaii’s annexation, but strategic and economic interests
grew over time. When the coup occurred, the U.S. military—particularly the
USS Boston—played a role in supporting the overthrow, which was critical in
securing the new government’s position.

Queen Liliuokalani, who was incarcerated in her palace following the coup,
vehemently opposed the annexation and sought to restore her throne. Dole and
his government, however, worked to ensure Hawaii’s annexation, which was
officially achieved in 1898.

The Aftermath and Their Legacies

Queen Liliuokalani’s Resistance and Legacy
Queen Liliuokalani spent the remainder of her life advocating for Hawaiian
sovereignty and cultural preservation. Despite her abdication, she refused to
recognize the legitimacy of the annexation and continued to speak out against
the loss of Hawaiian independence.

She authored several works advocating for her people and Hawaiian heritage,
and her efforts helped preserve Hawaiian culture. In 1917, she published her
autobiography, "Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s Queen," which remains a vital



source for understanding Hawaiian history from her perspective.

Liliuokalani also became a symbol of resistance and national pride for many
Hawaiians. Her life story epitomizes the struggle of a sovereign nation
against foreign intervention and the fight to maintain cultural identity.

Sanford B Dole’s Political Career and Impact
Sanford Dole’s influence extended well beyond the overthrow. As the first
governor of the Territory of Hawaii (after annexation in 1900), he played a
key role in shaping the early governance of the islands under U.S. rule.

His policies favored American economic interests, particularly the sugar
industry, and he worked to integrate Hawaii into the broader U.S. political
system. Although controversial, Dole’s leadership helped establish stability
and economic growth during the transition period.

Today, Dole’s name is associated with the famous Dole Food Company and other
enterprises that continue to be influential in Hawaii and beyond. His legacy
is viewed through different lenses—some see him as a builder of modern
Hawaii, others as a symbol of imperialism and loss of Hawaiian sovereignty.

The Legacy of Their Connection in Hawaiian
History

Contested Histories
The lives of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B Dole symbolize the profound
changes Hawaii underwent in the late 19th century. Their interactions and the
events surrounding their lives highlight the complex dynamics of colonialism,
sovereignty, and cultural survival.

Many Hawaiians view Liliuokalani as a hero and martyr who stood against
imperial domination. Conversely, Dole is often seen as a pragmatic leader who
navigated the turbulent political landscape to modernize Hawaii—albeit at the
expense of its native sovereignty.

Modern Perspectives and Cultural Reconciliation
Today, there is a growing movement to recognize the historical significance
of Queen Liliuokalani’s resistance and to honor Hawaiian sovereignty.
Cultural festivals, educational programs, and political initiatives aim to
restore pride and awareness of Hawaii’s indigenous roots.

Efforts to acknowledge the complex history between figures like Dole and



Liliuokalani contribute to a broader understanding of Hawaii’s past and
foster reconciliation. Recognizing their lives and actions enables a more
nuanced appreciation of Hawaii’s journey from a independent kingdom to a U.S.
state.

Conclusion
The lives of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B Dole are intertwined through
the transformative events that reshaped Hawaii’s political landscape. Their
contrasting roles—one as the last reigning monarch fighting to preserve
sovereignty, the other as a leader instrumental in Hawaii’s annexation—embody
the broader narrative of colonization, resistance, and adaptation.

Understanding their connection provides insight into the complex history of
Hawaii, the enduring legacy of its native culture, and the ongoing quest for
sovereignty and recognition. Their stories continue to inspire discussions
about identity, power, and cultural preservation in Hawaii and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole's
lives intersect during Hawaii's political upheaval?
Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole's lives intersected during the
overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893, where Dole led the provisional
government that replaced Queen Liliuokalani's reign, marking a pivotal moment
in Hawaii's transition from monarchy to territory.

What roles did Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B.
Dole play in Hawaii’s political transformation?
Queen Liliuokalani was the last reigning monarch of Hawaii, striving to
restore royal power, while Sanford B. Dole was a key figure in the overthrow,
becoming the president of the provisional government and later Hawaii's first
governor after annexation by the United States.

In what ways did Sanford B. Dole oppose Queen
Liliuokalani's efforts to restore the monarchy?
Sanford B. Dole and the provisional government opposed Queen Liliuokalani’s
attempts to restore the monarchy by establishing a republic, dismantling her
authority, and ultimately pushing for annexation by the United States to
prevent her return to power.



How did the political rivalry between Queen
Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole reflect broader
tensions in Hawaiian society?
Their rivalry symbolized the clash between native Hawaiian sovereignty and
the interests of American and European businessmen, highlighting tensions
over land, power, and the future of Hawaii's political independence.

What is the historical significance of the
relationship between Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford
B. Dole?
Their relationship is significant because it encapsulates the transition of
Hawaii from a sovereign kingdom to a U.S. territory, with their roles
embodying the opposing forces of native monarchy and foreign influence that
shaped Hawaiian history.

Additional Resources
Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole: How Were Their Lives Connected?

The history of Hawaii in the late 19th and early 20th centuries is marked by
complex political upheavals, cultural shifts, and the dramatic interplay
between native Hawaiian sovereignty and American influence. Central figures
in this narrative are Queen Liliuokalani, the last reigning monarch of the
Hawaiian Kingdom, and Sanford B. Dole, a prominent American businessman and
political leader instrumental in the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy.
Their lives, although distinct in their origins and roles, became
inextricably linked through a series of pivotal events that shaped Hawaii’s
destiny. This comprehensive exploration delves into their backgrounds, their
interactions, and the broader historical context that connected them.

---

Backgrounds of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford
B. Dole

Queen Liliuokalani: The Last Hawaiian Monarch

- Birth and Heritage:
Born on September 2, 1838, as Lydia Liliuokalani, she was a member of the
Hawaiian royal family, granddaughter of King Kamehameha I, the founder of the
Hawaiian Kingdom. Her royal lineage positioned her as a direct descendant of



Hawaii’s founding rulers.

- Ascension to the Throne:
She became queen in 1891 following the death of her brother, King Kalakaua.
Her reign lasted until 1893 and was marked by her efforts to restore the
power of the Hawaiian monarchy and resist increasing foreign influence.

- Political Stance and Goals:
Queen Liliuokalani sought to preserve Hawaii’s sovereignty, oppose the
influence of foreign sugar planters and businessmen, and promote native
Hawaiian culture and governance. She authored the "Hawaii’s Constitution of
1893," which aimed to restore the monarchy’s authority, but her efforts were
thwarted by internal and external forces.

- Overthrow and Exile:
In January 1893, a coalition of American and European businessmen, with the
backing of U.S. diplomatic and military support, overthrew her government.
She was deposed, and the Hawaiian Republic was established, leading to her
exile in 1895. She remained a symbol of Hawaiian sovereignty and resistance
until her death in 1917.

---

Sanford B. Dole: The American Businessman and
Political Architect

- Early Life and Business Ventures:
Born on April 23, 1844, in Hawaii, Sanford B. Dole was of American descent.
He became a lawyer and a prominent businessman involved in sugar plantations,
which were the economic backbone of Hawaii.

- Political Involvement:
Dole was a key figure in the overthrow of Queen Liliuokalani. He led the
Committee of Safety, a group composed largely of American and European
businessmen, which orchestrated the coup in 1893. Following the overthrow, he
became the president of the Provisional Government and later the first
president of the Hawaiian Republic (1894–1898).

- Role in Annexation:
Dole’s leadership was instrumental in Hawaii’s annexation by the United
States in 1898. As the head of the provisional government, he worked closely
with American officials to facilitate annexation, which officially occurred
under President William McKinley. Dole then served as the first governor of
the Territory of Hawaii from 1900 to 1903 and continued to influence Hawaiian
politics until his death in 1926.

---



The Interconnection of Their Lives: Key Events
and Dynamics

The Overthrow of Queen Liliuokalani

- The Coup of 1893:
The pivotal event connecting the lives of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford Dole
was the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy. Dole, as a leading figure of the
Committee of Safety, was actively involved in this political maneuver.

- Dole’s Role:
- Organized and led the coup that deposed Queen Liliuokalani.
- Advocated for annexation by the United States, aligning with American
economic and strategic interests.
- Assumed leadership of the Provisional Government and later the Republic of
Hawaii.

- Queen Liliuokalani’s Response:
- Opposed the coup and sought to restore her throne.
- Attempted to negotiate and appeal to the U.S. government to restore her
authority, but her efforts were unsuccessful.

- Impact on Hawaiian Sovereignty:
The overthrow marked the end of Hawaiian monarchy and the beginning of
American dominance, with Dole at the forefront of this political
transformation.

---

Relations and Interactions Between Liliuokalani and
Dole

- Direct Interactions:
While there is limited evidence of personal interactions between Queen
Liliuokalani and Sanford Dole before the overthrow, their lives became
intertwined through their opposing roles—one as the monarch resisting foreign
influence, the other as a leader facilitating it.

- Post-Overthrow Dynamics:
- Queen Liliuokalani was placed under house arrest after her overthrow, and
Dole’s government was recognized as legitimate by the U.S. government.
- She remained a vocal critic of the annexation and Dole’s policies,
symbolizing native Hawaiian resistance.

- Symbolism and Legacy:



Dole embodied the new American-led governance, while Liliuokalani became a
symbol of Hawaiian sovereignty and cultural identity. Their lives represented
the tension between indigenous sovereignty and imperialist ambitions.

---

The Annexation and Its Consequences

- Hawaiian Annexation (1898):
- Led by Dole and other American businessmen, the annexation was a turning
point.
- Queen Liliuokalani, despite her opposition, was powerless to prevent it.
- The annexation shifted Hawaii from an independent kingdom to a U.S.
territory.

- Impact on Both Figures:
- Dole’s political career flourished, and he became a prominent territorial
leader.
- Liliuokalani’s efforts to restore her monarchy and Hawaiian sovereignty
were thwarted, but she continued to advocate for her people and their
cultural rights.

---

Broader Historical and Cultural Context

The Role of American Imperialism

- The late 19th century saw the United States expanding its influence across
the Pacific, with Hawaii serving as a strategic naval base and economic hub,
especially for sugar exports.

- Dole’s push for annexation was aligned with American economic interests,
particularly benefiting American sugar planters who sought favorable trade
conditions.

The Hawaiian Sovereignty Movement

- Queen Liliuokalani’s legacy inspired ongoing efforts to restore Hawaiian
independence and cultural pride in the face of historical colonization.

- Her life and resistance symbolize the enduring struggle for indigenous
rights and sovereignty.



Cultural and Social Transformations

- The overthrow and annexation led to significant cultural shifts, with
Hawaiian traditions often suppressed or marginalized.

- Dole’s administration promoted American-style governance, affecting
language, education, and societal norms.

---

Legacy and Reflection

- Queen Liliuokalani:
- Remembered as a symbol of Hawaiian resilience, sovereignty, and cultural
identity.
- Her writings, speeches, and leadership continue to inspire Hawaiian
activists and scholars.

- Sanford B. Dole:
- Recognized as a key figure in Hawaii’s integration into the United States.
- His leadership is viewed with mixed feelings—respected for political acumen
but criticized for his role in the overthrow of a sovereign monarchy.

- Their Interconnection:
The lives of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole exemplify the profound
conflicts between native sovereignty and imperialist expansion. Their stories
encapsulate themes of resistance, colonization, and the enduring quest for
cultural identity.

---

Conclusion

The lives of Queen Liliuokalani and Sanford B. Dole are deeply intertwined
through the dramatic events that led to the end of Hawaiian independence and
the rise of American influence. While she stood as a symbol of native
Hawaiian sovereignty and cultural preservation, he represented the political
and economic forces that sought to reshape Hawaii’s future under American
rule. Their contrasting roles reflect the broader historical tensions of
colonization, resistance, and adaptation. Understanding how their lives
connected provides critical insight into Hawaii’s complex history and ongoing
journey toward self-determination, making their stories essential to
comprehending the broader narrative of Hawaiian identity and sovereignty.
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