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The question of how to respond to oppressive legislation such as the
Intolerable Acts has been a focal point of American revolutionary thought.
Among the many voices that emerged during this tumultuous period, John
Andrews stands out for his distinctive perspective on what measures could
effectively counteract British tyranny. Andrews believed that the path to
restoring liberty was not merely through protest or appeal but required a
strategic combination of political action, unity among the colonies, and a
firm stance on rights and sovereignty. In this article, we explore Andrews'
beliefs about the solutions to the Intolerable Acts, examining his ideas in
detail and contextualizing them within the broader revolutionary movement.

Understanding the Intolerable Acts and Their
Impact

Before delving into Andrews’ proposed solutions, it is essential to
understand what the Intolerable Acts entailed and why they provoked such
outrage among the colonists.

The Content of the Intolerable Acts

The Intolerable Acts, also known as the Coercive Acts, were a series of
punitive measures imposed by the British Parliament in 1774. These included:

e The Boston Port Act, which closed Boston Harbor until the tea was paid
for.

e The Massachusetts Government Act, which limited town meetings and
dissolved the Massachusetts charter.

e The Administration of Justice Act, allowing British officials accused of
crimes to be tried in Britain.

e The Quartering Act, requiring colonists to house British soldiers.

e The Quebec Act, which expanded Quebec’s territory and recognized the use
of French civil law.

These acts aimed to punish Massachusetts and assert royal authority but
instead galvanized colonial resistance.



The Colonial Response and Rising Tensions

The colonists viewed the Acts as a violation of their natural rights and an
attempt to undermine self-governance. Widespread protests, boycotts, and the
formation of the Continental Congress signaled their refusal to accept these
measures. The question became: what was the most effective way to respond?
Andrews argued that passive resistance alone was insufficient and that
tangible, coordinated action was necessary.

John Andrews’ Perspective on the Solution to
the Intolerable Acts

John Andrews held a firm belief that the solution lay in a strategic
combination of political unity, assertive action, and the assertion of
colonists’ rights. His approach was rooted in the conviction that colonial
independence and self-determination could only be achieved through deliberate
and organized efforts.

The Importance of Colonial Unity
Andrews emphasized that the colonies needed to present a united front.
Fragmented efforts would weaken their bargaining position and embolden
British authorities. He advocated for:

1. Coordination among the colonies in their protests and policies.

2. Establishment of joint committees to oversee resistance efforts.

3. Shared communication channels to ensure swift dissemination of
information and strategies.

This unity, Andrews believed, would demonstrate to Britain that the colonies
were committed to defending their rights and would not be divided.

Legal and Political Resistance

While peaceful protests were important, Andrews argued that legal and
political resistance was crucial. He supported measures such as:

e Boycotting British goods to weaken the economic grip of Britain.
e Declaring colonial rights and liberties in formal documents.

e Forming colonial assemblies that could act as de facto governments,
asserting sovereignty.



He believed that these steps would serve as a foundation for future
independence and would challenge the legitimacy of British authority.

Militant Preparedness and Defense
Recognizing the possibility of conflict, Andrews also promoted the importance
of readiness to defend colonial rights. He supported:

e Arming colonial militias.

e Training volunteers in military tactics.

e Ensuring the colonies could resist any attempt by Britain to enforce the
Acts through force.

For Andrews, a prepared militia was both a deterrent and a means of asserting
the colonies’ capacity for self-defense.

Specific Strategies Advocated by John Andrews

Building on his core beliefs, Andrews outlined specific actions that, if
implemented collectively, could serve as effective solutions.

Economic Boycotts and Non-Importation Agreements

Andrews championed the widespread adoption of non-importation agreements,
whereby colonists pledged not to buy or use British goods. This economic
pressure, he argued, would force Britain to reconsider the Acts’ enforcement.
Key points included:

e Unifying colonies in their boycott efforts.
e Encouraging colonial manufacturers to produce local goods.

e Using economic leverage to compel Britain to repeal or modify the Acts.

Political Mobilization and the Continental Congress

Andrews was a proponent of active political engagement. He believed that:

- The colonies should form a Continental Congress to coordinate resistance.
- Delegates should articulate their rights clearly and demand their
restoration.

- The Congress could serve as a diplomatic body representing colonial
interests to Britain and the world.



Enforcement of Colonial Rights and Civil
Disobedience

Andrews saw civil disobedience as a vital tool. He urged colonists to:
- Continue protesting through mass meetings, petitions, and public
demonstrations.

- Refuse to comply with unjust laws and regulations.

- Create local committees to oversee enforcement and protect rights.

The Role of Education and Propaganda

Andrews understood the importance of shaping public opinion. He believed that
disseminating information about colonial rights and the injustices of the
Acts would galvanize support. Strategies included:

- Publishing pamphlets, newspapers, and essays.

- Educating the populace about their natural rights and the illegitimacy of
British tyranny.

- Promoting unity through shared narratives of resistance and liberty.

Long-Term Vision: Independence and Self-
Governance

Ultimately, Andrews’ solution was rooted in the belief that the colonies
should strive for independence. He maintained that:

- The only sustainable solution was to establish self-governing colonies free
from British interference.

- The resistance to the Acts was a step toward declaring independence
officially.

- Achieving independence would restore the colonies’ rights and establish a
government based on consent and liberty.

Conclusion: Andrews’ Legacy and the Path
Forward

John Andrews’ views on solving the problem posed by the Intolerable Acts
reflect a pragmatic yet principled approach. He believed that a combination
of unity, strategic resistance, and a firm commitment to rights was
essential. His advocacy for political organization, economic pressure, and
preparedness laid important groundwork for the broader revolutionary
movement. While his ideas were part of a larger collective effort, Andrews’
emphasis on deliberate action and national cohesion helped shape the course
of American independence. His vision ultimately contributed to the successful
challenge against British tyranny and the founding of a new nation based on
liberty and self-governance.

In summary, John Andrews believed that the solution to the Intolerable Acts



was multi-faceted: uniting the colonies politically, employing economic
resistance, asserting rights through legal and civil disobedience, preparing
for possible conflict, and ultimately striving for independence. His
strategic outlook remains a significant part of the historical understanding
of the American Revolution’s causes and the path toward liberty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is John Andrews' main belief regarding the
solution to the Intolerable Acts?

John Andrews believes that unified colonial resistance and negotiation with
Britain are essential to addressing the Intolerable Acts.

How does John Andrews propose the colonies should
respond to British oppression?

He advocates for coordinated protests, boycotts of British goods, and seeking
support from other colonies to strengthen their position.

Does John Andrews support armed conflict as a
solution to the Intolerable Acts?

While he emphasizes peaceful resistance initially, he acknowledges that if
negotiations fail, colonies may need to consider armed resistance.

What role does John Andrews see for colonial unity
in solving the crisis?

He stresses that colonial unity is crucial, believing that a united front
will pressure Britain to repeal the oppressive laws.

According to John Andrews, how important is
communication with Britain in resolving the issues?

He considers open communication and diplomacy important, but only as long as
they lead to meaningful concessions from Britain.

Does John Andrews believe the colonies should seek
independence immediately?

No, he advocates for a measured approach—resisting unjust laws while
remaining open to reconciliation with Britain.



What specific actions does John Andrews recommend to
oppose the Intolerable Acts?

He recommends non-importation agreements, public protests, and establishing
committees of correspondence to coordinate efforts.

How does John Andrews interpret the role of the
colonies in resisting British tyranny?

He sees the colonies as having a duty to stand up against unjust laws through
collective action and asserting their rights.

In what way does John Andrews believe the solution
to the Intolerable Acts will impact colonial
freedom?

He believes that effective resistance and unity will restore colonial rights
and lead to greater independence from British rule.

Additional Resources
What Does John Andrews Believe Is The Solution To The Intolerable Acts?

John Andrews, a prominent political thinker and advocate during the
tumultuous period leading up to the American Revolution, held distinctive
views on how to address the oppressive measures known as the Intolerable
Acts. These acts, enacted by Parliament in 1774, aimed to punish
Massachusetts for the Boston Tea Party and to assert imperial authority over
the colonies, but in reality, they galvanized colonial resistance and unity.
Andrews believed that the path to restoring liberty and reversing the unjust
legislation was rooted in strategic resistance, diplomatic engagement, and
ultimately, a decisive assertion of colonial rights. In this article, we
explore Andrews’ perspectives on the solution to the Intolerable Acts,
analyzing his ideas in depth and examining their implications.

Understanding Andrews’ Perspective on the
Intolerable Acts

John Andrews viewed the Intolerable Acts not merely as legislative measures
but as catalysts for a broader struggle for colonial autonomy. He believed
that these acts exposed the fundamental conflict between colonial rights and
British sovereignty. For Andrews, the solution was not solely about immediate



resistance but required a multifaceted approach that combined political,
economic, and diplomatic strategies.

He emphasized that the colonies needed to present a united front and develop
a coherent plan to challenge British authority effectively. Andrews’ writings
suggest that he saw the acts as an overreach that must be countered through
organized resistance and the assertion of fundamental rights.

Key Elements of Andrews’ Proposed Solution

Andrews’ approach to countering the Intolerable Acts can be summarized into
several core components:

1. Building Colonial Unity

Andrews believed that the colonies needed to transcend local interests and
form a united front. Without unity, colonial efforts would remain fragmented
and ineffective.

Features:

- Formation of intercolonial committees to coordinate resistance.

- Establishment of a continental congress to serve as a unified legislative
body.

- Promoting communication and cooperation among colonies to share resources
and ideas.

Pros:

- Strengthens collective bargaining power.

- Fosters a shared sense of purpose and identity.

- Provides a platform for coordinated action.

Cons:

- Difficult to synchronize diverse colonial interests.
- Risk of centralizing authority may provoke distrust.

2. Non-Importation and Economic Resistance

Andrews advocated for economic measures such as non-importation agreements to
pressure Britain economically.



Features:

- Boycotting British goods.

- Encouraging colonies to produce their own goods.

- Cutting off revenue streams from colonial imports.

Pros:

- Economic pressure can compel Britain to reconsider harsh policies.
- Reinforces colonial solidarity through shared economic sacrifice.

Cons:

- Economic hardships for colonists and merchants.
- Potential for tensions and dissent within colonies.

3. Preparing for Defensive Action and Militancy

While emphasizing diplomacy, Andrews also recognized the necessity of being
prepared for potential conflict.

Features:

- Stockpiling arms and supplies.

- Training local militias.

- Developing plans for defensive resistance.

Pros:

- Deterrent against British aggression.
- Ensures readiness if peaceful efforts fail.

Cons:

- Risks escalating violence.
- Diverts resources from diplomatic initiatives.

4. Engaging in Diplomatic Negotiations

Andrews believed that diplomatic efforts could be fruitful if colonies
presented a united front and articulated clear grievances.

Features:
- Sending petitions and memorials to the Crown.

- Seeking alliances with sympathetic foreign powers.
- Negotiating for the recognition of colonial rights.



Pros:

- Maintains the possibility of peaceful resolution.
- International support could bolster colonial positions.

Cons:

- British government may be unreceptive.
- Delays could worsen tensions.

Andrews’ View on the Role of Colonial Rights
and Laws

Andrews emphasized that the colonies must assert their rights based on the
principles of English constitutional law. He argued that:

- The colonies are entitled to the same rights as English subjects, including
representation and the right to self-governance.

- The acts violate the natural rights of colonists, including property and
liberty.

- Resistance should be rooted in the legal and moral justification of these
rights.

Implication: He believed that any solution must be framed not only as
political resistance but also as a legal and moral assertion of rights, which
would garner moral support domestically and internationally.

Pros and Cons of Andrews’ Approach

Pros:

- Promotes a balanced strategy combining diplomacy and defense.

- Emphasizes unity and legal rights, strengthening the moral case against
Britain.

- Recognizes the importance of economic pressure.

Cons:
- May underestimate British resolve and willingness to compromise.

- The reliance on legal and diplomatic measures might be insufficient alone.
- Internal disagreements among colonies could undermine efforts.



Historical Context and Andrews’ Influence

John Andrews’ ideas resonated with many colonial leaders who sought a
pragmatic approach to resistance. His emphasis on unity, legal rights, and
strategic resistance influenced the formation of early colonial organizations
and the Continental Congress. His advocacy for coordinated action and
constitutional principles helped shape the colonies’ collective response.

However, the escalating tensions and eventual outbreak of hostilities made
some of Andrews’ diplomatic strategies less viable, pushing the colonies
toward independence. Still, his ideas contributed to the broader framework of
colonial resistance and the eventual declaration of independence.

Conclusion: Andrews’ Legacy and the Solution to
the Intolerable Acts

In summary, John Andrews believed that the solution to the Intolerable Acts
lay in a comprehensive strategy that combined legal rights assertion,
colonial unity, economic resistance, and preparedness for defensive action,
alongside diplomatic negotiations. He championed the idea that colonies must
stand together, uphold their rights under English law, and leverage economic
and diplomatic tools to compel Britain to repeal or modify unjust
legislation.

While his approach faced challenges and limitations, Andrews’ emphasis on
constitutional principles, strategic resistance, and unity laid important
groundwork for the colonies’ eventual push toward independence. His belief in
peaceful yet firm resistance remains a significant perspective in the history
of American revolutionary thought, illustrating the importance of combining
moral, legal, and strategic elements in confronting tyranny.

In essence, John Andrews saw the solution to the Intolerable Acts as a multi-
layered campaign—one that would ultimately demonstrate the colonies’ resolve
and legitimacy, leading Britain to recognize their rights or face the
consequences of continued resistance.
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