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The Moral Majority was a pivotal organization in American political and social history, emerging during
a period of significant cultural change and ideological realignment. Founded in 1979 by the
evangelical Christian leader Jerry Falwell, the group aimed to mobilize conservative Christians in the
United States to influence public policy and societal values. Understanding the primary goal of the
Moral Majority when it was established provides insight into the broader political landscape of late
20th-century America, highlighting how religion and politics became intertwined in shaping the
nation's direction.

Origins and Context of the Moral Majority

To comprehend the core objective of the Moral Majority, it's essential to consider the historical and
cultural context of the late 1970s. During this era, America was grappling with numerous social
upheavals, including:

- The aftermath of the Vietnam War

- The Watergate scandal and declining trust in government

- Rising secularism and cultural liberalization

- The Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion

- Increasing visibility of movements advocating for women's rights, LGBTQ+ rights, and racial equality

Many conservative Christians perceived these developments as threats to traditional moral values
and societal stability. Amid this environment, Jerry Falwell and other religious leaders sought to
organize their followers into a political force capable of countering what they viewed as the erosion of
moral standards.

The Primary Goal of the Moral Majority

At its core, the Moral Majority’s primary goal was to mobilize conservative evangelical Christians to
influence American politics and public policy in favor of traditional moral values. This encompassed a
broad range of issues but was rooted in a shared desire to uphold what they saw as biblical principles
in the legislative and cultural spheres.

Key Objectives of the Moral Majority

While the overarching aim centered on moral and cultural issues, specific objectives included:



1. Promoting Pro-Life Policies: Opposing abortion and advocating for laws that protect fetal
life.

2. Defending Traditional Family Values: Supporting policies that reinforce heterosexual
marriage, oppose divorce liberalization, and promote family stability.

3. Opposing the Expansion of LGBTQ+ Rights: Challenging legislation and social movements
that sought greater acceptance or rights for LGBTQ+ individuals.

4. Fighting Against Secularism and Moral Relativism: Promoting religious expression in
public life and opposing policies perceived as eroding religious freedoms.

5. Influencing Education and Public Policy: Advocating for curricula that align with Christian
morals and supporting political candidates who shared these values.

Strategies Employed to Achieve Its Goals

The Moral Majority sought to achieve its objectives through various organized efforts, including:

Political Engagement and Voter Mobilization

- Encouraging evangelical Christians to register to vote
- Promoting conservative candidates in local, state, and national elections
- Organizing rallies, campaigns, and public speaking events to galvanize support

Lobbying and Advocacy

- Engaging with legislators to influence legislation on issues like abortion, family law, and religious
freedoms
- Creating a network of contacts within the government to advocate for their positions

Media and Public Relations

- Using radio, television, and printed materials to spread their message
- Highlighting issues that resonated with their base and framing debates in moral terms

Impact and Significance of the Moral Majority

The Moral Majority’s influence was substantial in shaping the political landscape of the 1980s and



beyond. Some notable impacts include:

- Contributing to the election of Ronald Reagan, who aligned with many of the Moral Majority’s values
- Shaping the Republican Party’s platform to include a stronger emphasis on social conservative
issues

- Increasing the visibility of evangelical Christians as a powerful political constituency

- Sparking a broader Christian conservative movement that continues to influence American politics

Legacy and Criticisms

While the Moral Majority achieved its goal of mobilizing religious conservatives, it also faced criticism
for:

- Promoting a confrontational approach to social issues

- Being overly politicized and sometimes divisive

- Overlooking the diversity within evangelical communities
- Contributing to increased polarization in American politics

Despite these critiques, the organization’s foundational goal—to influence policy through moral
advocacy—remains a defining feature of its historical significance.

Conclusion

In summary, the primary goal of the Moral Majority when it was founded in 1979 was to rally
conservative evangelical Christians to actively participate in the political process in order to uphold
and promote traditional moral values. This included opposing abortion, defending family structures,
resisting secular influences, and shaping policies aligned with their religious convictions. Through
strategic political engagement, advocacy, and media outreach, the Moral Majority sought to transform
American society into a reflection of their moral and religious ideals. Its establishment marked a
turning point in the integration of religion and politics in the United States, laying the groundwork for
the modern Christian conservative movement and influencing American policy for decades to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main objective of the Moral Majority when it
was founded in 1979?

The primary goal was to promote conservative Christian values in American politics and to influence
legislation in favor of traditional moral standards.

Who founded the Moral Majority in 1979?

It was founded by televangelist Jerry Falwell and a group of conservative activists aiming to mobilize



evangelical Christians.

How did the Moral Majority aim to influence U.S. politics?

They sought to mobilize conservative Christian voters, endorse pro-life candidates, oppose abortion,
and promote policies aligned with their moral and religious beliefs.

What social issues did the Moral Majority focus on during its
early years?

They focused on issues like opposition to abortion, pornography, secularism, and the promotion of
traditional family values.

Did the Moral Majority have any specific legislative goals?

Yes, they aimed to influence legislation to restrict abortion, oppose gay rights, and promote school
prayer and religious influence in government.

How significant was the Moral Majority's impact on the 1980
U.S. presidential election?

They played a crucial role by mobilizing evangelical voters to support Ronald Reagan, contributing to
his electoral victory.

Was the Moral Majority solely focused on religious issues?

While primarily focused on moral and religious issues, they also aimed to influence broader cultural
and political shifts in America.

When did the Moral Majority cease to be active, and why?

The organization disbanded in the late 1980s due to internal disagreements and changing political
dynamics, though its influence persisted.

How is the legacy of the Moral Majority viewed in
contemporary politics?

Its legacy is seen in the continued influence of evangelical conservatives in American politics and the
rise of the Christian right as a powerful political force.

Additional Resources

Moral Majority was a pivotal organization in the landscape of American politics during the late 20th
century. Founded in 1979 by Reverend Jerry Falwell and a coalition of conservative activists, the Moral
Majority aimed to mobilize conservative Christians to influence public policy and restore what they
perceived as moral decay in American society. Its emergence marked a significant shift in the political



engagement of religious groups, transforming the religious right into a powerful political force. The
primary goal of the Moral Majority when it was founded was to promote conservative Christian values
in the political arena, ensuring that government policies reflected their moral and religious beliefs.

Understanding the Foundations of the Moral Majority

Historical Context of the Late 1970s

The late 1970s in America was a period marked by social upheaval and cultural shifts. The aftermath
of the 1960s' civil rights movements, the Vietham War protests, and increasing secularization had led
many conservative Christians to feel that societal morals were in decline. Additionally, the legalization
of abortion via Roe v. Wade in 1973 and the perceived rise of liberal policies sparked fears among
evangelical groups that their values were under threat.

The Rise of Religious Conservatism

Religious groups, particularly evangelical Protestants and Catholics, felt marginalized in the cultural
and political discourse. They sought to reclaim influence and ensure that their moral perspectives
shaped national policies. The Moral Majority was conceived as an organized effort to unite these
groups and advocate for policies aligned with their religious beliefs.

The Primary Goal of the Moral Majority

To Promote Conservative Christian Values in Public Policy

The core aim was to embed traditional Christian morals into American legislation and societal norms.
This included opposition to abortion, support for prayer in schools, and resistance to the expansion of
LGBTQ+ rights. They believed that by doing so, they could restore a sense of moral order in the
nation.

To Mobilize Evangelical Voters

The Moral Majority sought to turn religious believers into a politically active electorate. They
organized campaigns, voter registration drives, and educational efforts to encourage evangelicals to
vote in line with their values. This was especially crucial in swing states and for elections where the
moral issues at stake could influence outcomes.



To Influence Political Leaders and Legislation

Beyond voter mobilization, the organization aimed to lobby politicians, endorse candidates who
supported their platform, and influence legislation. Their support was instrumental in shaping
conservative policies during the Reagan era and beyond.

Strategic Goals and Tactics

Building a Religious Conservative Political Movement

The Moral Majority worked to create a broad-based movement that could challenge the dominance of
secular and liberal voices in politics. They utilized churches, religious radio, and television to
disseminate their message and recruit members.

Using Media to Spread Their Message

Media campaigns, sermons, and public speeches were vital tools. The organization emphasized the
importance of moral education and often framed their advocacy as a moral crusade to save the nation
from decline.

Engagement in Electoral Politics

The Moral Majority was among the first to recognize and harness the power of direct political
engagement by religious groups. They endorsed candidates, encouraged voting on moral issues, and
often aligned with the Republican Party to achieve their objectives.

Pros and Cons of the Moral Majority’s Goals

Pros

* Mobilization of Religious Voters: Energized a previously disengaged demographic,
increasing political participation among evangelicals.

* Influence on Policy: Helped shape conservative policies on issues like abortion, prayer in
schools, and family values.

» Creation of a Political Identity: Established a clear, organized voice for religious
conservatives in American politics.



e Counterbalance to Secularism: Provided a platform for religious groups to express their
moral perspectives in national debates.

Cons

Polarization: Contributed to increased political and cultural polarization in the U.S.

Potential for Marginalization: Marginalized groups with different moral views, such as
liberals and secularists.

Focus on Moral Issues: Sometimes overshadowed other important policy issues like
economic justice or environmental concerns.

Short-term Political Gains: Critics argue that their emphasis on moral issues led to divisive
politics that hindered bipartisan cooperation.

Enduring Impact and Legacy

Shaping the Republican Party

The Moral Majority's efforts significantly contributed to the rise of the religious right as a key
constituency within the Republican Party. Their advocacy helped shift the party’s platform toward
conservative social policies.

Influence on Subsequent Religious Political Movements

Many organizations and leaders that emerged in the 1980s built upon the foundation laid by the Moral
Majority, continuing to influence American politics on social issues.

Criticism and Controversy

While praised for empowering religious voters, the Moral Majority also faced criticism for its
exclusionary stance on certain issues and its role in fostering cultural conflicts. Critics argued that
their political activism undermined the separation of church and state.



Conclusion: What Was The Moral Majority’s Primary
Goal?

The primary goal of the Moral Majority when it was founded in 1979 was to defend and promote
conservative Christian values within the fabric of American public policy and society. They aimed to
leverage religious beliefs to influence legislation, mobilize voters, and shape the national moral
landscape. Their strategic focus on moral issues such as abortion, prayer in schools, and family
stability was rooted in a desire to restore what they saw as traditional moral order. While their tactics
and influence generated both praise and criticism, their role in shaping modern American politics
remains significant. Ultimately, the Moral Majority sought to ensure that the moral and religious
convictions of evangelical Christians played an integral role in defining the direction of the nation’s
laws and cultural norms, marking a transformative period in the political engagement of religious
conservatives in America.
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