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Nominative is a fundamental concept in English grammar that plays a crucial role in
constructing clear and meaningful sentences. Understanding how different components
such as subjects, complements, modifiers, nouns, predicates, and nominatives work
together to form complete thoughts is essential for mastering language skills. This article
explores the intricacies of these grammatical elements, their functions, and how they
combine to create well-structured sentences. Whether you're a student learning English, a
writer refining your craft, or a language enthusiast seeking deeper knowledge,
comprehending these concepts will enhance your ability to communicate effectively.

Understanding the Basic Components of a
Sentence

A sentence in English typically consists of several core elements that work in harmony to
convey a complete idea. These elements include the subject, predicate, complements,
modifiers, and sometimes nominatives. Let's explore each component in detail.

Subject
The subject is the person, place, thing, or idea that performs the action or is described in
the sentence. It usually answers the questions "Who?" or "What?"

Predicate
The predicate provides information about the subject, usually containing the verb and
additional details. It tells what the subject does or is.

Complement
Complements are words or phrases that complete the meaning of the predicate. They can
be nouns, pronouns, or adjectives that provide additional information about the subject or
object.

Modifiers
Modifiers are words, phrases, or clauses that add description or qualification to other parts
of the sentence. They can specify time, place, manner, degree, etc.



Nominative
A nominative is a grammatical case used primarily for subjects and predicate nominatives.
It often functions as the subject of a sentence or as a complement that renames the
subject.

The Role of the Subject in Sentence Completion

The subject serves as the foundation of a sentence. Without a subject, a sentence cannot
clearly indicate who or what is performing the action or being described.

Examples of Subjects
- The cat
- A student
- My favorite book
- They

Significance in Sentence Structure
- The subject determines the agreement with the verb.
- It provides the main focus for the sentence.
- It often appears at the beginning of a sentence, especially in English declarative
sentences.

Understanding Complements and Their Types

Complements are essential for completing the meaning of a sentence. They often follow the
verb and provide additional information necessary to complete the thought.

Types of Complements
1. Predicate Nominative (Nominative Complement): Renames or provides more information
about the subject.
2. Object Complements: Provide additional information about the object.
3. Adjective Complements: Complete the meaning of an adjective.

Predicate Nominative (Nominative Complement)
A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and re-identifies or
describes the subject. It is a specific type of complement that is in the nominative case.

Example:



- The winner is she. (Here, "she" is a predicate nominative replacing the subject "the
winner.")

Key Points:
- It always follows a linking verb (such as "is," "was," "becomes").
- It restates or renames the subject.
- It is in the nominative case, matching the subject.

The Importance of Modifiers in Sentence
Completeness

Modifiers enhance sentences by adding detail, specificity, or nuance.

Common Types of Modifiers
- Adjectives: Describe nouns (e.g., "the red apple")
- Adverbs: Describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs (e.g., "she runs quickly")
- Prepositional Phrases: Add context about time, place, or manner (e.g., "on the table")
- Relative Clauses: Provide additional information about a noun (e.g., "the book that you
gave me")

Role in Sentence Clarity
Modifiers help specify and clarify meaning, making sentences more precise and engaging.

Constructing Sentences with Nominative
Complements

A well-structured sentence often uses a subject, a linking verb, and a predicate nominative
to complete the thought.

Steps to Create Such Sentences
1. Identify the subject.
2. Choose an appropriate linking verb.
3. Select a noun or pronoun in the nominative case to serve as the predicate nominative.
4. Add modifiers for detail if needed.

Example:
- The artist became a legend.
- The children are students.
- Her favorite hobby is reading.



Common Linking Verbs Used with Nominatives
- is
- was
- were
- become
- seems
- appears

Examples and Practice Exercises

To solidify understanding, let's analyze some complete sentences that utilize subject,
complement, modifier, noun, predicate, and nominative.

Example 1
Sentence: The teacher is a mentor.

- Subject: The teacher
- Linking Verb: is
- Nominative (Predicate Nominative): a mentor
- Modifier: None here, but could add ("very experienced" as an adjective modifier)

Example 2
Sentence: My brother became a doctor after years of study.

- Subject: My brother
- Linking Verb: became
- Nominative: a doctor
- Modifier: after years of study

Practice Exercise
Identify the subject, predicate, complement, and any modifiers in the following sentences:
1. The sky turned deep purple.
2. She is a talented musician.
3. The movie was an exciting adventure.

Answers:
1. Subject: The sky; Predicate: turned; Complement: deep purple; Modifier: deep
2. Subject: She; Predicate: is; Complement: a talented musician; Modifier: talented
3. Subject: The movie; Predicate: was; Complement: an exciting adventure; Modifier:
exciting



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using
Nominative Complements

Understanding how to properly use predicate nominatives is key to grammatical accuracy.

Mistakes to Watch For
- Using an object case pronoun (e.g., "them") instead of a nominative (e.g., "they") after a
linking verb.
- Failing to match the case of the complement with the grammatical role.
- Using a predicate nominative with an action verb instead of a linking verb.

Correct Usage Tips
- Ensure the verb is a linking verb when using a predicate nominative.
- Use a nominative case pronoun or noun after linking verbs.
- Confirm that the complement renames or describes the subject.

The Significance of Proper Sentence Completion
in Communication

Mastering the use of subjects, complements, modifiers, nouns, predicates, and nominatives
is vital for effective communication. Proper sentence construction ensures clarity,
professionalism, and persuasive power.

Benefits of Understanding Sentence Components
- Improved writing skills
- Accurate grammatical usage
- Clearer expression of ideas
- Enhanced reading comprehension

Conclusion

A ______ Completes A Sentence.subject Complementmodifiernounpredicate Nominative
encapsulates the essential elements that make up a well-formed sentence in English. By
understanding the roles of the subject, predicate, complements—especially predicate
nominatives—and modifiers, language users can craft sentences that are both
grammatically correct and richly expressive. Recognizing the importance of the nominative
case in predicate complements helps avoid common errors and promotes precise
communication. Whether constructing simple sentences or complex ones, mastery of these
components is fundamental for effective writing and speaking. Continual practice and



careful analysis of sentence structures will lead to greater fluency and confidence in
language use, making your communication more impactful and engaging.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subject complement in a sentence?
A subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides
additional information about the subject, often a noun or adjective that renames or
describes the subject.

How does a noun function as a subject complement in a
sentence?
When a noun follows a linking verb and renames or identifies the subject, it functions as a
predicate nominative, serving as a subject complement to complete the sentence.

What role does a modifier play in completing a
sentence with a subject complement?
A modifier provides additional detail about the subject complement, enhancing or
specifying its meaning within the sentence.

Can you give an example of a sentence where a noun
predicate nominative completes the sentence?
Sure, for example: 'She is a teacher.' Here, 'teacher' is a noun predicate nominative that
completes the sentence by renaming the subject.

Why is understanding the concept of a predicate
nominative important in sentence structure?
Understanding predicate nominatives helps in identifying how sentences are constructed,
clarifies the role of linking verbs, and improves grammatical accuracy in writing and



speaking.

Additional Resources
A Sentence Complements a Sentence: An In-Depth Exploration of Subject Complement
Modifiers, Nouns, Predicates, and Nominatives

Understanding the intricate structure of sentences is fundamental to mastering English
grammar. Among various components that contribute to sentence construction, the role of
a sentence complement—particularly when it functions as a subject complement—is crucial
for conveying complete ideas and establishing clear relationships within sentences. This
comprehensive guide explores the concept of A ______ Completes A Sentence: subject
complement, modifier, noun, predicate, nominative, unraveling each element's role,
function, and significance in sentence construction.

---

Defining the Core Concepts

Before delving into the complexities, it’s essential to clarify the fundamental terms
involved:

What Is a Sentence Complement?

A sentence complement is a word, phrase, or clause that completes the meaning of a
predicate, providing additional information about the subject or object. Complements are
necessary for the sentence to be complete and often follow certain verbs or linking words.

The Role of a Subject Complement

A subject complement specifically refers to a complement that follows a linking verb and
provides information about the subject. It can be a noun, pronoun, or adjective that
renames or describes the subject.

The Significance of Modifiers, Nouns, Predicates, and Nominatives

- Modifier: Adds detail or qualifies a noun, pronoun, or verb.
- Noun: Represents a person, place, thing, or idea within the sentence.
- Predicate: The part of the sentence that contains the verb and states something about the
subject.
- Nominative: A noun or pronoun in the subject position or used as a subject complement.

---



Understanding the Sentence Structure

A typical sentence involves several components arranged to communicate a complete
thought:

- Subject: The main entity performing or being described.
- Predicate: The action or state of being related to the subject.
- Complement: Completes the predicate or provides additional information about the
subject/object.

In the context of subject complements, the structure often looks like:

Subject + Linking Verb + Subject Complement

Example:
- The sky (subject) + is (linking verb) + blue (subject complement).

---

Deep Dive into Subject Complements

Types of Subject Complements

Subject complements can be classified mainly into two categories:

1. Predicate Nominatives (Nominative Complements)
2. Predicate Adjectives

1. Predicate Nominatives (Nominative Complements)

A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames or
identifies the subject.

Characteristics:
- Always a noun or pronoun.
- Follows linking verbs like be, become, seem, appear, etc.
- Provides a definition or identification of the subject.

Examples:
- John is a teacher.
- The winner was she.
- The problem became a crisis.

Functionality:
- Clarifies or redefines the subject.
- Can be replaced with the same noun or pronoun without changing the sentence's
grammatical integrity.



---

2. Predicate Adjectives

A predicate adjective describes the subject and follows a linking verb.

Characteristics:
- Always an adjective.
- Follows linking verbs such as be, seem, look, feel, etc.

Examples:
- The cake looks delicious.
- The students are tired.
- His explanation appears confusing.

Functionality:
- Describes the subject's state or condition.
- Adds descriptive depth.

---

The Role of Modifiers in Subject Complements

Modifiers add nuance, specify details, or limit the meaning of the noun or adjective within
the complement.

Types of Modifiers:
- Adjectival Modifiers: Adjectives providing additional description.
- Prepositional Phrases: Phrases starting with a preposition that modify the noun or
adjective.
- Relative Clauses: Clauses starting with who, which, that, providing further description.

Examples:
- The man with the red hat is here. (modifier: with the red hat)
- The solution to the problem was simple. (modifier: to the problem)

---

Analyzing Sentence Components: Noun,
Predicate, and Nominative

Nouns and Pronouns as Subject Complements

Nouns and pronouns functioning as subject complements serve to rename or identify the
subject.

Key Points:
- They follow linking verbs.



- They can be simple nouns or complex noun phrases.
- Pronouns used as complements must agree in case with their grammatical function.

Examples:
- The winner is she. (she is a nominative pronoun)
- My favorite hobby is reading. (reading as a gerund functioning as noun)

---

Predicate: The Heart of the Sentence

The predicate includes the main verb and any accompanying information that completes
the thought.

Components:
- Main verb: The action or state.
- Linking verbs: Connect the subject to a subject complement.
- Complements and Modifiers: Provide additional details.

Example:
- The children were playing in the park.
- In the sentence "He is a doctor," is is the linking verb, and a doctor is the predicate
nominative.

---

Nominative Case: The Foundation of Subject Complements

Nominative case refers to the grammatical case used for the subject and predicate
nominatives.

Characteristics:
- Nominative nouns or pronouns explain or rename the subject.
- Correct case usage ensures grammatical correctness.

Examples:
- She is a teacher. (She in nominative case)
- The problem was they. (they in nominative case)

---

Constructing and Analyzing Sentences with
Subject Complements

Step-by-Step Analysis

When analyzing a sentence with a subject complement, follow these steps:



1. Identify the subject: Who or what is the sentence about?
2. Locate the linking verb: Is it be, become, seem, etc.?
3. Find the complement: What follows the linking verb? Is it a noun, pronoun, or adjective?
4. Determine if it's a predicate nominative or predicate adjective: Does it rename or
describe the subject?
5. Identify any modifiers: Are there prepositional phrases or relative clauses modifying the
complement?

Example Analysis

Sentence:
"The winner was she with the most votes."

- Subject: The winner
- Linking verb: was
- Complement: she with the most votes
- Type of complement: Noun (she) with modifier (with the most votes)
- Function: Predicate nominative with modifier

---

Common Pitfalls and Clarifications

Misconceptions About Subject Complements

- Confusing predicate nominatives with direct objects: Remember that predicate
nominatives follow linking verbs and rename the subject, whereas direct objects follow
action verbs.
- Incorrect case usage: Using objective case pronouns (me, him) instead of nominative case
(I, he) in subject complements.
- Overlooking modifiers: Failing to recognize modifiers can lead to incomplete analysis.

Clarifications

- Not all complements are necessary; some sentences are complete without them.
- The presence of a linking verb is a key indicator that the following word may be a subject
complement.

---

Practical Applications and Usage Tips

Writing Clear and Correct Sentences

- Use linking verbs appropriately to connect subjects with complements.
- Ensure case agreement for pronoun complements.



- Incorporate modifiers to add clarity and detail.

Enhancing Sentence Variety

- Combine predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives for richer sentences.
- Use modifiers to specify or limit the meaning of complements.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

- Practice identifying subject complements in various sentences.
- Use diagramming exercises to visualize sentence components.
- Create sentences with different types of complements to build understanding.

---

Conclusion

Understanding A ______ Completes A Sentence: subject complement, modifier, noun,
predicate, nominative is essential for grasping the depth and flexibility of English syntax.
These elements work together to produce clear, precise, and meaningful sentences.
Recognizing the roles of predicate nominatives, predicate adjectives, modifiers, and their
interaction with the predicate and case forms allows writers and learners to construct
grammatically correct and stylistically rich sentences.

Mastery of these concepts not only improves grammatical accuracy but also enhances
overall language proficiency, enabling more effective communication. Whether analyzing
complex sentences or crafting simple statements, appreciating the function of subject
complements and their components is a cornerstone of advanced language understanding.
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