
According To Freytags Pyramid, What Is The
Order Of The Elements On The Plot
According To Freytags Pyramid, What Is The Order Of The Elements On The Plot is a
fundamental question in understanding narrative structure, especially in storytelling, drama, and
literature. Freytag's Pyramid, developed by German novelist and playwright Gustav Freytag in the
19th century, provides a visual and conceptual framework for analyzing the progression of a story. It
breaks down the plot into distinct elements arranged in a specific sequence, illustrating how a
narrative unfolds from beginning to end. Recognizing this sequence helps writers craft compelling
stories, while readers and critics can better analyze and interpret narrative arcs. In this article, we
explore in detail the order of elements on the plot according to Freytag's Pyramid, how each part
functions within a story, and why understanding this structure is essential for effective storytelling.

---

Understanding Freytag's Pyramid: An Overview
Freytag's Pyramid is a model that visualizes the typical narrative structure of a story, particularly in
tragedies and dramas. It resembles a pyramid or a triangle, with a series of interconnected stages
that represent the rise and fall of tension within the narrative.

The Origins and Purpose of Freytag's Pyramid
Gustav Freytag introduced his pyramid in his 1863 book, Die Technik des Dramas, as a way to
analyze classical Greek and Shakespearean tragedies. He aimed to identify the common structural
elements that contribute to a compelling story, especially focusing on how tension builds and
resolves.

The purpose of Freytag's Pyramid is to:
- Help writers structure their stories effectively
- Enable readers to analyze the emotional and dramatic progression within a narrative
- Provide a common framework to compare different stories and genres

---

The Elements of Freytag’s Pyramid and Their Order
The structure according to Freytag’s Pyramid is generally divided into five key parts, arranged in a
specific order from the exposition to the resolution. These are:

1. Exposition
2. Rising Action
3. Climax
4. Falling Action
5. Denouement (or Resolution)



Let’s examine each element in the sequence, understanding their roles and significance in the plot
progression.

1. Exposition
The exposition is the beginning phase of the story. It introduces:
- The main characters
- The setting (time and place)
- The initial situation or background context
- The primary conflict or problem

This stage sets the scene for the narrative, providing the audience with the necessary information to
understand subsequent events. It establishes the baseline from which the story’s tension will develop.

2. Rising Action
Following the exposition, the story enters the rising action. This phase involves:
- Development of the main conflict
- Introduction of complications and obstacles
- Escalation of tension and stakes
- Character development and decision-making

The rising action is crucial as it builds suspense and prepares the audience emotionally for the
upcoming climax. It often includes multiple smaller conflicts and subplots that contribute to the
overall tension.

3. Climax
The climax represents the turning point of the story. It is:
- The most intense, exciting, or dramatic moment
- The point of highest tension
- Typically where the main conflict reaches its peak

At this stage, the protagonist faces a decisive confrontation or decision. The outcome of the climax
determines the direction of the rest of the narrative.

4. Falling Action
After the climax, the story moves into the falling action. This phase involves:
- The consequences of the climax
- The resolution of secondary conflicts
- The unraveling of suspense
- Lead-up to the story’s conclusion

During falling action, the story starts to wind down, and tension begins to decrease.



5. Denouement (Resolution)
The denouement is the final part of Freytag's pyramid, where:
- Loose ends are tied up
- Conflicts are resolved
- The story reaches a conclusion
- The characters’ fates are clarified or finalized

This phase provides closure to the narrative, leaving the audience with a sense of completeness or
reflection.

---

Visual Representation: The Classic Pyramid Shape
Freytag’s Pyramid is often depicted as a triangle or pyramid with the following features:
- The base represents exposition
- The ascending side illustrates rising action
- The apex indicates the climax
- The descending side shows falling action
- The base at the other end signifies the resolution

This visual helps in understanding the ebb and flow of tension in storytelling.

---

The Significance of the Order of Elements in Plot
Development
Understanding the sequence of these elements according to Freytag’s Pyramid is vital for several
reasons:

Creating a Cohesive Narrative
Following this order ensures the story develops logically, maintaining audience engagement through
gradual tension buildup and satisfying resolution.

Enhancing Emotional Impact
The deliberate progression from exposition through climax to resolution maximizes emotional
resonance, making the story more compelling.

Structural Analysis and Critique
Analyzing stories through Freytag’s structure allows critics and students to identify strengths and



weaknesses in storytelling, such as pacing and tension management.

Guiding Writers in Plot Construction
Writers can use Freytag’s Pyramid as a blueprint to craft well-structured plots that resonate with
audiences.

---

Variations and Modern Adaptations of Freytag’s
Pyramid
While Freytag’s Pyramid remains influential, modern storytelling has seen variations and adaptations,
especially in genres like comedy, romance, and experimental narratives.

Variations in Narrative Structure
Some stories may:
- Omit traditional exposition
- Have multiple climaxes
- Use non-linear timelines
- Incorporate parallel plots

Despite these variations, the core logic of building tension and resolving conflicts in a sequence
remains rooted in Freytag’s principles.

Contemporary Examples
Popular movies, novels, and plays often follow a similar pattern:
- The Lion King (exposition: introduction of characters and setting)
- Climax: Simba’s confrontation with Scar
- Resolution: Pride Lands restored

Understanding the order of elements enhances appreciation of storytelling techniques across media.

---

Conclusion: The Importance of Recognizing the Order
of Plot Elements
According to Freytag’s Pyramid, the order of the elements on the plot—exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution—is fundamental in crafting and analyzing stories. This structure
ensures a logical progression that maintains tension, develops characters, and provides satisfying
conclusions. Whether you are a writer seeking to build compelling narratives or a reader aiming to
deepen your understanding of storytelling mechanics, recognizing the sequence and purpose of each



element is essential. By mastering this framework, you can better appreciate the art of storytelling
and create stories that resonate with audiences on a profound level.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is Freytag's Pyramid and how does it relate to plot
structure?
Freytag's Pyramid is a model that outlines the typical structure of a dramatic story, including five key
elements arranged in a specific order: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

What is the correct order of elements on a plot according to
Freytag's Pyramid?
The order is: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution.

How does understanding Freytag's Pyramid help in analyzing
a story's plot?
It helps by providing a clear framework to identify the key stages of a story, making it easier to
analyze how tension and conflicts develop and resolve.

Can Freytag's Pyramid be applied to all types of stories?
While it is most effective for classical and dramatic narratives, some modern or non-linear stories may
not follow this exact structure, but the pyramid provides a useful general guideline.

What role does the climax play in the order of elements in
Freytag's Pyramid?
The climax is the turning point of the story, occurring after the rising action and before the falling
action, and it represents the peak of the story's conflict or tension.

Additional Resources
According To Freytag’s Pyramid, What Is The Order Of The Elements On The Plot is a fundamental
question in the study of narrative structure, especially within the realm of dramatic literature and
storytelling. Understanding the sequence of elements on a plot according to Freytag’s Pyramid allows
writers, students, and literary enthusiasts to analyze stories more effectively, recognizing how tension



builds and resolves through a carefully orchestrated progression. This classic framework, developed
by Gustav Freytag in the 19th century, provides a visual and conceptual roadmap of a typical
narrative arc, emphasizing the importance of each element within the overall storytelling process.

---

Introduction to Freytag’s Pyramid

Before diving into the order of the elements, it’s essential to understand what Freytag’s Pyramid
represents. Also known as the dramatic arc, Freytag’s Pyramid is a graphical representation that
maps out the typical structure of a story, especially in tragedy and drama. It illustrates how tension,
conflict, and resolution evolve over the course of a narrative.

Freytag’s model is inspired by classical Greek tragedy and Shakespearean drama, but it has been
widely adapted for stories across genres and media. The pyramid shape symbolizes the rising and
falling action, with a clear beginning, middle, and end, emphasizing the importance of each phase in
creating a compelling story.

---

The Elements of the Plot According To Freytag’s Pyramid

According to Freytag’s Pyramid, the plot consists of five key elements arranged in a specific order.
These elements are:

1. Exposition
2. Rising Action
3. Climax
4. Falling Action
5. Denouement (or Resolution)

Each element serves a distinct purpose in shaping the narrative, guiding the audience through a
journey of emotional engagement and thematic development.

---

The Order of Elements on the Plot

Understanding the order of the elements on the plot is crucial for analyzing stories. Let’s explore each
element in detail, following the sequence suggested by Freytag’s Pyramid.

1. Exposition

The exposition is the initial stage of the story where the setting, characters, and basic situation are
introduced. It lays the groundwork for the narrative by providing context and background information,
allowing the audience to understand the world in which the story unfolds.

- Purpose: To introduce the main characters, setting, and initial circumstances.
- Features: Establishes tone, mood, and sometimes hints at upcoming conflicts.
- Example: In Romeo and Juliet, the exposition introduces Verona, the feuding families, and the young
lovers.



2. Rising Action

Following the exposition, the plot moves into the rising action, where conflicts and complications
develop. This phase builds tension and deepens character relationships, setting the stage for the
eventual climax.

- Purpose: To develop the story’s conflict and engage the audience emotionally.
- Features: Introduction of obstacles, character decisions, and escalating stakes.
- Example: Romeo and Juliet’s secret marriage, family disputes, and misunderstandings heighten the
drama.

3. Climax

The climax is the turning point of the story—the moment of greatest tension and emotional intensity.
It is often the most dramatic part, where the main conflict reaches its peak.

- Purpose: To serve as the pivotal moment that determines the direction of the story’s resolution.
- Features: A decisive confrontation or revelation.
- Example: Juliet’s decision to fake her death or Romeo’s confrontation with Tybalt.

4. Falling Action

After the climax, the story enters the falling action phase, where the consequences of the climax
unfold. Loose ends start to be tied up, and the story begins to move toward resolution.

- Purpose: To show the aftermath of the climax and how characters respond.
- Features: Resolution of secondary conflicts, characters making decisions based on climax outcomes.
- Example: Juliet awakens to find Romeo dead and takes her own life, leading toward the story’s
resolution.

5. Denouement (Resolution)

The final element is the denouement or resolution, where the story concludes. It provides closure,
resolving remaining issues and revealing the final state of the characters and the world.

- Purpose: To bring the story to a satisfying conclusion.
- Features: Reflection on the story’s events, moral lessons, or emotional closure.
- Example: The families of Romeo and Juliet reconcile after the tragedy, and the tragic love story
concludes.

---

Visual Representation and the Shape of the Pyramid

Freytag’s Pyramid visually resembles a triangle or a pyramid, with the following features:

- The bottom left represents the exposition.
- The ascending side depicts the rising action, where tension builds.
- The peak symbolizes the climax, the story’s turning point.
- The descending side shows the falling action, where tension diminishes.
- The bottom right signifies the denouement or resolution.



This shape highlights how stories typically escalate in tension before reaching a peak and then
resolve, creating a satisfying narrative flow.

---

The Significance of the Order

Understanding the order of elements according to Freytag’s Pyramid is vital because:

- It helps writers craft compelling stories with a natural progression.
- It enables critics and students to analyze how tension and conflict are structured.
- It reveals why stories feel emotionally satisfying—they follow an arc that mirrors human experience.

Furthermore, this order is not arbitrary; it reflects the way humans naturally process stories and
emotional peaks, making narratives engaging and memorable.

---

Limitations and Modern Adaptations

While Freytag’s Pyramid provides a useful framework, modern storytelling often breaks or modifies
this structure:

- Non-linear narratives: Films like Pulp Fiction or Memento do not follow a straightforward
chronological order.
- Multiple climaxes: Some stories have several peaks of tension.
- Open-ended stories: Some narratives leave conflicts unresolved intentionally.

Despite these variations, Freytag’s classic model remains a foundational tool for understanding
traditional storytelling structures.

---

Summary: The Order of the Elements on the Plot

To synthesize, the order of the elements on the plot according to Freytag’s Pyramid is:

1. Exposition – Setting the scene and characters.
2. Rising Action – Building tension and conflict.
3. Climax – The highest point of tension and turning point.
4. Falling Action – Consequences and winding down.
5. Denouement/Resolution – Concluding and resolving the story.

This sequence guides the narrative from introduction to conclusion, ensuring a coherent and
emotionally resonant experience for the audience.

---

Final Thoughts

According To Freytag’s Pyramid, What Is The Order Of The Elements On The Plot? It is a carefully



orchestrated sequence that reflects the natural rhythm of storytelling—beginning with introduction,
escalating through conflict, peaking at the climax, and then resolving. Whether analyzing classic
tragedies, modern novels, or films, recognizing this order enhances our understanding of storytelling’s
power and structure. Writers can leverage this model to craft more engaging stories, and critics can
use it to dissect narrative techniques, all rooted in the timeless architecture outlined by Freytag.
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