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Transforming direct speech into reported (indirect) speech is an essential
aspect of English grammar. It allows us to relay what someone has said
without quoting them directly, often making our communication more fluid and
contextually appropriate. In this article, we will explore how to convert the
sentence “He said to me, ‘Give me some money'’” into reported speech, along
with comprehensive explanations, rules, examples, and tips to master this
grammatical skill.

Understanding Reported Speech

Before diving into the specific conversion, it’s important to understand what
reported speech is and why it’s used.

What is Reported Speech?

Reported speech, also known as indirect speech, involves conveying the
content of someone’s spoken words without quoting them word-for-word. It is
often used in storytelling, reporting conversations, or summarizing what
others have said.

Difference Between Direct and Reported Speech

- Direct Speech: Quoting the exact words of the speaker, enclosed within
guotation marks.

Example: He said to me, "Give me some money."

- Reported Speech: Rephrasing the original statement without quotation marks,
often changing tenses, pronouns, and time references.

Example: He asked me to give him some money.



Steps to Convert Direct Speech into Reported
Speech

Converting direct to reported speech involves a series of grammatical
adjustments. Here are the key steps:

1. Identify the Reporting Verb and Its Tense

- Common reporting verbs include said, told, asked, advised, urged, etc.
- The tense of the verb in direct speech often shifts back in reported
speech.

2. Remove Quotation Marks

- Direct speech quotation marks are omitted in reported speech.

3. Change Pronouns and Possessive Adjectives

- Adjust pronouns to match the perspective of the speaker and the listener.

4. Adjust Tense of the Verb

- Generally, if the reporting verb is in the past tense, the tense in the
quoted speech shifts back (known as backshift).

- Present simple - Past simple

- Present continuous - Past continuous

- Present perfect - Past perfect

- Past simple - Past perfect

- For commands or requests, use infinitives with to or please.

5. Modify Time and Place References

- Change words like today, yesterday, tomorrow, here to that day, the
previous day, the next day, there.

Applying the Rules: From Direct to Reported
Speech

Now, let's apply these steps to our example sentence.



Original Sentence (Direct Speech):

He said to me, "Give me some money."

Step-by-Step Conversion Process

Step 1: Identify the reporting verb and tense
- Reporting verb: said (past tense)
- Quoted speech tense: give (imperative/command form)

Step 2: Remove quotation marks and the comma
- The command becomes part of the sentence.

Step 3: Change pronouns

- Me refers to the listener, so in reported speech, the pronoun becomes me or
him, depending on context.

- The speaker is he, so the request is to him, but since the speaker is he
and the listener is me, pronouns need adjustment according to the
perspective.

Step 4: Convert the command to an infinitive
- Requests and commands are often reported using asked + to + base verb.
- For commands starting with give, we use asked + to + give.

Step 5: Adjust time references
- No specific time reference is given, so no change needed.

Resulting Reported Speech:
He told me to give him some money.

Common Patterns in Reported Speech Conversions

Understanding the typical transformations helps streamline the process.

1. Statements

- Direct: He said, "I am tired."
- Reported: He said that he was tired.

2. Questions

- Yes/No Questions:
Direct: She asked, "Are you coming?"



Reported: She asked if I was coming.

- Wh- Questions:
Direct: He asked, "Where do you live?"
Reported: He asked where I lived.

3. Commands and Requests

- Direct: He said, "Close the door."
- Reported: He told me to close the door.

Special Cases and Tips

Certain sentence types and contexts require particular attention.

Using Different Reporting Verbs

- Ask: Used for questions and requests.
He asked me to help.

- Tell: Often used with an object.

He told me to sit down.

- Order/Command: Denotes authority.

He ordered me to leave.

- Suggest/Recommend: For suggestions.
He suggested that I see a doctor.

Handling Imperatives and Requests

- Commands like "Give me some money" are converted into asked/told + to +
base verb.

- Polite requests with please are also converted similarly, often preserving
politeness.

Changing Tenses with Time References

- When the reporting verb is in the past, time references typically shift:
- Today - that day

- Tomorrow - the next day

- Yesterday - the day before

- Now - then

- Here - there



Examples of Tense Changes

| Direct Speech | Reported Speech | Explanation |
| I am busy today. | He said he was busy that day. | Today - that day, am -
was |

| She said, "I will call you tomorrow." | She said she would call me the next
day. | Tomorrow - the next day, will - would |

Practice Exercises

Enhance your understanding by practicing the conversion of different
sentences.

1. Direct: He said, "I have finished my work."

2. Direct: They asked, "When will the train arrive?"

3. Direct: She told me, "Please help me."

4. Direct: He said, "I am going to the market."

5. Direct: "Don't forget to lock the door," he said.

Sample Answers:

He said that he had finished his work.
They asked when the train would arrive.
She told me to help her.

He said that he was going to the market.
He told me not to forget to lock the door.
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Conclusion: Mastering Reported Speech

Converting direct speech into reported speech is a vital skill for effective
communication and writing. It requires understanding tense changes, pronoun
adjustments, and context considerations. The example sentence “He said to me,
‘Give me some money’” demonstrates how commands and requests are transformed
into polite, indirect forms, such as He told me to give him some money.
Practice and familiarity with the rules will make this process intuitive,



enabling you to accurately and confidently report conversations in both
formal and informal contexts.

By following the structured steps and understanding the grammatical patterns,
you can confidently convert any direct speech into well-formed reported
speech, enriching your command of English grammar and enhancing your
communication abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you convert the direct speech 'He Said To Me,
"Give Me Some Money"' into reported speech?

You change it to: He asked me to give him some money.

What is the correct reported speech form of the
sentence where someone says, 'Give Me Some Money'?

He asked me to give him some money.

When converting 'He Said To Me, "Give Me Some
Money"' into reported speech, which pronoun and verb
form should be used?

Use 'he asked me to give him some money,' changing the pronoun 'me' to 'him'
and the verb to the infinitive 'to give'.

What are the key grammatical changes when
transforming direct speech into reported speech in
this example?

You change the pronouns ('me' to 'him'), the verb tense (if necessary), and
introduce a reporting verb like 'asked.' The quotation marks are removed, and
the sentence is adjusted for the indirect form.

Is the word 'to' included in the reported speech
when converting the sentence 'He Said To Me, "Give
Me Some Money"'?

Yes, 'to' is included before the verb in the infinitive form, resulting in
‘asked me to give him some money'.



How does the tense of the original speech affect the
reported speech form?

In this case, since the original is in present simple, the reported speech
remains in the past tense ('asked'). If the original was in past tense,
further tense adjustments might be needed.

Can you provide a general rule for converting direct
commands like 'Give Me Some Money' into reported
speech?

Yes, direct commands are often reported using 'asked' or 'told' plus 'to' and
the base form of the verb, e.g., 'He asked me to give him some money.'

What is a common mistake to avoid when converting
direct speech to reported speech in this context?

A common mistake is to forget to change the pronouns or to omit the 'to'
before the verb in the reported speech, which can lead to incorrect sentence
structure.

How would you report the sentence if the original
speaker was requesting politely?

You could say, 'He asked me if I could give him some money' or 'He politely
asked me to give him some money,' depending on the tone.

Additional Resources

Reported Speech Transformation: An In-Depth Analysis and Practical Guide

Introduction

Language is a dynamic and nuanced tool that allows us to communicate
thoughts, feelings, and information effectively. One of its essential
features is reported speech, also known as indirect speech. This grammatical
construction enables us to relay what someone else has said without quoting
their exact words directly. It is vital for clarity, politeness, and context
in both spoken and written communication.

In this article, we will explore the transformation of direct speech into
reported speech using a specific example: "He said to me, 'Give me some
money.'" We will analyze the grammatical changes involved, explain the rules
with detailed examples, and provide insights into common mistakes and best
practices. Whether you're a language learner, a teacher, or an editor,



understanding how to convert direct speech into reported speech is crucial
for effective communication.

Understanding the Basics of Reported Speech

What is Reported Speech?

Reported speech involves conveying the message of someone else without
quoting their words verbatim. Instead, the speaker paraphrases the original
statement, often modifying pronouns, tenses, and other grammatical structures
to fit the context of the reporting sentence.

Example:

- Direct speech: She said, "I am tired."
- Reported speech: She said that she was tired.

Why use reported speech?
- To summarize conversations
- To provide context or background information

- To avoid repetition
- To report statements in formal writing

Analyzing the Original Sentence

Let's analyze the provided direct speech:
"He said to me, 'Give me some money.'"
Components:

- Speaker: He

- Recipient: me

- Quoted speech: "Give me some money."

This sentence is a straightforward command or request, expressed as a direct
imperative.

Step-by-Step Transformation into Reported Speech

Converting direct speech into reported speech involves several grammatical
adjustments:

1. Change of Verb Tense (Backshift)



When reporting statements, especially in the past tense, verbs typically
shift backward in time.

| Tense in Direct Speech | Corresponding Reported Speech Tense |
|- e R PP PEES |

| Present simple ("give") | Past simple ("gave") |

| Present continuous ("am tired") | Past continuous ("was tired") |
| Present perfect ("have done") | Past perfect ("had done") |

| Past simple ("said") | Past perfect ("had said") |

Note: If the reporting verb is in the present tense, the tense in the quoted
speech may remain the same, known as "no backshift."

2. Change of Pronouns and Possessives

Pronouns and possessive adjectives change based on the perspective of the
reporter.

| Original | Reported Speech |
EERREEEE |- |

| I | he/she/they |

| me | him/her/them |

| my | his/her/their |

| you | I/we (depending on context) |

3. Adjusting Time and Place Expressions

Expressions like "today," "here," "now" change to "that day," "there,"
"then," respectively.

| Original | Reported Speech |

EEEEERE o |
today | that day |

|
| now | then |
| here | there |

4. Changing Modal Verbs and Commands
Imperative sentences ("Give me some money") are usually converted into

infinitive forms preceded by "to" or into reported speech with verbs like
"asked," "begged," "requested," depending on the context.

Applying the Rules: Transforming the Sentence



Let's now systematically convert the provided sentence:

Original:
"He said to me, 'Give me some money.

Step 1: Identify the speech type
- It's a command/request, expressed directly as an imperative.

Step 2: Choose the reporting verb

- Since it's a request or command, common reporting verbs include "asked,"
"begged," "requested."

- The original sentence is a request for money, so "asked" fits best.

Step 3: Convert the imperative

- The command "Give me some money" becomes a reported speech expression:
"He asked me to give him some money."

Note:

- Pronouns change:
"me" (the receiver) becomes "me" (since the speaker is the same).
"give me" becomes "to give him" (since "him" is the third person, and we

backshift the pronoun to "him").

- The verb "give" changes to "to give" to fit the infinitive form used after
"asked."

Step 4: Adjust tense and perspective

- The original verb "said" is in past tense, so no tense backshift is needed
here.

Final Reported Speech:
He asked me to give him some money.

Variations and Nuances

While the above represents a standard conversion, variations exist depending
on context and tone.

Using "Told" instead of "Asked"
- "He told me to give him some money."

"Told" is used when giving instructions or orders, implying a more
authoritative tone.



Expressing the Request with Different Verbs

"He requested me to give him some money."
"He begged me to give him some money." (more emotional)

When the Original is a Question

If the sentence was a question like:

"He asked me, 'Can you give me some money?'"
The reported speech would be:

"He asked me if I could give him some money."

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
| Mistake | Correct Approach | Explanation |

| Not changing pronouns | Adjust pronouns based on perspective | E.g., "I" to
"he," "me" to "him" |

| Forgetting tense backshift | Shift present to past where appropriate |
"Give" to "gave" or "to give" in requests |

| Keeping direct speech unchanged | Transform into indirect speech structure
| Use "asked," "told," "begged," etc. |

| Ignoring the nature of the sentence (question, command, statement) | Use
correct reporting verb and structure | Commands use "asked" + "to" + verb,
questions involve "if" or "whether." |

Practical Tips for Mastering Reported Speech

- Identify the type of original sentence: statement, question, or command.
- Determine the appropriate reporting verb: "said," "asked," "told,"
"begged," "requested."

- Adjust pronouns and possessives accordingly.

- Backshift verb tenses when reporting past statements.

- Modify time and place expressions to fit the context.

- Use appropriate conjunctions: "that" for statements, "if/whether" for
yes/no questions, "to" + verb for commands.

Summary of the Transformation Process
| Step | Action | Example from Original | Result |

| 1 | Identify speech type | Command/request | Command (give me some money) |



| 2 | Choose reporting verb | "asked" | "He asked" |

| 3 | Convert command to infinitive | "give me some money" | "to give him
some money" |

| 4 | Change pronouns | "me" to "me," "give" to "give" (infinitive), "me" to
"him" | "to give him some money" |

| 5 | Combine into reported speech | | "He asked me to give him some money."
|

Conclusion

Transforming direct speech into reported speech is a fundamental skill that
enhances clarity and professionalism in communication. The example "He said
to me, 'Give me some money'" exemplifies a common scenario involving commands
or requests, which require careful grammatical adjustments.

By understanding the key rules—backshifting tenses, adjusting pronouns and
expressions, and selecting appropriate reporting verbs—you can confidently
convert any direct speech into its indirect form. Practice with various
sentence types, be mindful of context, and always verify pronoun and tense
consistency to master this essential aspect of English grammar.

Final Thoughts

Whether you're drafting formal reports, engaging in everyday conversation, or
refining your language skills, mastering reported speech enriches your
ability to communicate effectively. Remember, context is king—choose your
reporting verbs and structures carefully to match the tone and intent of the
original speech.

Happy practicing!
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