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Understanding the concept of collinearity is fundamental in coordinate geometry, especially when working with
points on a plane. The problem of determining the value of 'A' such that the points (4, 2), (0, 3), and (3, ) lie on
the same straight line involves applying the principles of slope and the equation of a line. This article provides
a comprehensive guide to solving such problems, including detailed steps, explanations, and tips for effective
problem-solving.

Introduction to Collinearity and Its Importance

Collinearity refers to the property of three or more points lying on the same straight line. Recognizing
collinearity is crucial in various mathematical and real-world applications, such as:

- Analyzing geometric figures
- Designing engineering structures
- Navigating in GPS systems
- Computer graphics and image processing

In coordinate geometry, establishing whether points are collinear often involves calculating slopes or using
the area method. This article focuses on the slope method to find the unknown value of 'A' that ensures the
three points are collinear.

Understanding the Given Points and the Problem

The points provided are:

- Point 1: (4, 2)
- Point 2: (0, 3)
- Point 3: (3, )

Here, the first two points are fully specified, while the third point's y-coordinate is unknown and represented by
'A.' Our goal is to determine the value of 'A' such that all three points are collinear.

Approach to Find the Value of A

To find 'A,' we need to ensure that the three points lie on the same straight line. The most straightforward
method involves:

1. Calculating the slope between the first two points.
2. Calculating the slope between the second point and the third point (with the unknown 'A').
3. Setting these slopes equal because points on the same line have equal slopes between consecutive points.

Step 1: Calculate the Slope Between (4, 2) and (0, 3)

The slope \( m_{12} \) between points \( (x_1, y_1) \) and \( (x_2, y_2) \) is given by:

\[
m_{12} = \frac{y_2 - y_1}{x_2 - x_1}
\]

Applying the values:

\[
m_{12} = \frac{3 - 2}{0 - 4} = \frac{1}{-4} = -\frac{1}{4}



\]

Step 2: Calculate the Slope Between (0, 3) and (3, A)

Similarly, the slope \( m_{23} \) between points \( (x_2, y_2) \) and \( (x_3, y_3) \) is:

\[
m_{23} = \frac{A - 3}{3 - 0} = \frac{A - 3}{3}
\]

Step 3: Set the Slopes Equal and Solve for A

Since the three points are collinear, the slopes \( m_{12} \) and \( m_{23} \) must be equal:

\[
-\frac{1}{4} = \frac{A - 3}{3}
\]

Cross-multiplied:

\[
-1 \times 3 = 4 \times (A - 3)
\]

Simplify:

\[
-3 = 4A - 12
\]

Add 12 to both sides:

\[
-3 + 12 = 4A
\]

\[
9 = 4A
\]

Divide both sides by 4:

\[
A = \frac{9}{4} = 2.25
\]

Final Answer: The Value of A

The value of 'A' that makes the points (4, 2), (0, 3), and (3, ) collinear is A = 2.25.

Additional Methods to Verify Collinearity

While the slope method is effective, understanding alternative methods enhances problem-solving skills:

1. Area Method (Triangle Area Zero Criterion)

- The three points are collinear if the area of the triangle they form is zero.
- Area formula:



\[
\text{Area} = \frac{1}{2} |x_1(y_2 - y_3) + x_2(y_3 - y_1) + x_3(y_1 - y_2)|
\]

- Set the area to zero and solve for \( y_3 \) (which is 'A').

2. Vector Method

- Use vectors and check if the vectors are scalar multiples.
- For points \( P_1, P_2, P_3 \), vectors \( \vec{P_1P_2} \) and \( \vec{P_2P_3} \) are collinear if their
cross product is zero.

Step-by-Step Solution Using the Area Method

Applying the area method:

\[
0 = \frac{1}{2} |4(3 - A) + 0(A - 2) + 3(2 - 3)|
\]

Simplify:

\[
0 = \frac{1}{2} |4(3 - A) + 0 + 3(-1)| = \frac{1}{2} |12 - 4A - 3| = \frac{1}{2} |9 - 4A|
\]

Multiply both sides by 2:

\[
0 = |9 - 4A|
\]

Set the expression inside the absolute value to zero:

\[
9 - 4A = 0
\]

Solve for A:

\[
4A = 9 \Rightarrow A = \frac{9}{4} = 2.25
\]

This confirms our previous result.

Practical Applications of Finding 'A' in Collinearity Problems

Understanding how to find the value of 'A' for collinearity has numerous practical applications:

- In Computer Graphics: Ensuring points align perfectly for rendering lines and shapes.
- In Civil Engineering: Designing structures where certain points must be aligned.
- In Navigation and GPS: Verifying the alignment of waypoints or signals.
- In Data Analysis: Detecting linear relationships within datasets.

Tips for Solving Similar Problems

- Always verify the method best suited for the problem: slope, area, or vector approach.
- Be cautious of division by zero when calculating slopes; check if points are vertically aligned.



- When dealing with unknowns, set up equations carefully and double-check calculations.
- Use alternative methods to cross-verify solutions for accuracy.

Conclusion

Determining the value of 'A' so that three points lie on the same line involves understanding and applying core
principles of coordinate geometry. The slope method provides a straightforward approach, leading to the
solution \( A = 2.25 \). Recognizing multiple methods, such as the area method or vector approach, can
enhance problem-solving skills and enable verification of solutions. Mastering these techniques is essential for
students and professionals working in fields that rely on geometric analysis and spatial reasoning.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

How do I find the value of A such that the points (4, 2), (0, 3), and (3, A)
lie on the same line?

To find A, first determine the slope between two known points and then set the slope between the third point and
one of the known points equal to it. For example, find the slope between (4, 2) and (0, 3), then set the slope
between (4, 2) and (3, A) equal to that, and solve for A.

What is the first step in solving for A when three points are collinear?

Calculate the slope between two of the points, then verify that the third point has the same slope with
respect to one of the other points.

How do I calculate the slope between two points (x1, y1) and (x2, y2)?

Use the formula slope m = (y2 - y1) / (x2 - x1).

What is the slope between the points (4, 2) and (0, 3)?

The slope is (3 - 2) / (0 - 4) = 1 / (-4) = -1/4.

How do I set up the equation to find A using the slope?

Set the slope between (4, 2) and (3, A) equal to -1/4: (A - 2) / (3 - 4) = -1/4. Then solve for A.

What is the value of A after solving the equation?

Cross-multiplied: (A - 2) (-1) = (3 - 4) (-1/4). Simplify: - (A - 2) = (-1) (-1/4) = 1/4. So, -A + 2 = 1/4. Then,
A = 2 - 1/4 = 8/4 - 1/4 = 7/4.

What is the final value of A that makes all three points collinear?

The value of A is 7/4 or 1.75.



Can you verify that the points (4, 2), (0, 3), and (3, 7/4) are on the same
line?

Yes, by checking the slope between (0, 3) and (3, 7/4): (7/4 - 3) / (3 - 0) = (7/4 - 12/4) / 3 = (-5/4) / 3 =
-5/4 1/3 = -5/12. Since the slope between (4, 2) and (3, 7/4) is also -5/12, the points are collinear.

Additional Resources
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Understanding how to determine whether points lie on the same line is a fundamental concept in coordinate
geometry, often encountered in high school and college-level mathematics. This problem involves finding the
value of A such that the points (4, 2), (0, 3), and (3, A) lie on the same line. In this guide, we will explore the
principles behind collinearity, step-by-step methods to solve this type of problem, and provide detailed
explanations to ensure clarity.

---

Introduction to Collinearity in Coordinate Geometry

Before diving into the problem, it's crucial to understand what it means for points to be collinear.

What Does It Mean for Points to Be Collinear?

Points are said to be collinear if they all lie on the same straight line. In coordinate geometry, this condition
can be checked using the coordinates of the points. For three points \( (x_1, y_1) \), \( (x_2, y_2) \), and \(
(x_3, y_3) \), they are collinear if and only if the area of the triangle formed by these points is zero, or
equivalently, if the slope between each pair of points is the same.

---

Methods to Determine if Points Are Collinear

There are primarily two methods used:

1. Slope Method

- Calculate the slope between the first two points.
- Calculate the slope between the second and third points.
- If both slopes are equal, the points are collinear.

2. Area Method (Using the Shoelace Formula or Determinants)

- Use the formula for the area of a triangle formed by the three points.
- If the area is zero, the points are collinear.

For this problem, the slope method is straightforward and efficient.

---

Step-by-Step Approach to Find A

Let's now focus on finding the value of A such that the points \( (4, 2) \), \( (0, 3) \), and \( (3, A) \) lie on
the same line.

Step 1: Calculate the slope between the first two points \( (4, 2) \) and \( (0, 3) \)



The slope \( m_{12} \) is given by:

\[
m_{12} = \frac{y_2 - y_1}{x_2 - x_1}
\]

Plugging in the values:

\[
m_{12} = \frac{3 - 2}{0 - 4} = \frac{1}{-4} = -\frac{1}{4}
\]

Step 2: Express the slope between the second point \( (0, 3) \) and the third point \( (3, A) \)

Let the slope \( m_{23} \) be:

\[
m_{23} = \frac{A - 3}{3 - 0} = \frac{A - 3}{3}
\]

Step 3: Set the slopes equal for collinearity

Since the three points are on the same line, the slopes between \( (4, 2) \) & \( (0, 3) \) and \( (0, 3) \) & \( (3,
A) \) must be equal:

\[
-\frac{1}{4} = \frac{A - 3}{3}
\]

Step 4: Solve for A

Cross-multiplied:

\[
-1 \times 3 = 4 \times (A - 3)
\]

\[
-3 = 4A - 12
\]

Add 12 to both sides:

\[
-3 + 12 = 4A
\]

\[
9 = 4A
\]

Divide both sides by 4:

\[
A = \frac{9}{4} = 2.25
\]

---



Final Answer

The value of A that makes the points \( (4, 2) \), \( (0, 3) \), and \( (3, A) \) collinear is:

A = 2.25

---

Additional Considerations and Verification

While the above calculation is straightforward, it’s good practice to verify the result:

Verification: Check the slope between \( (4, 2) \) and \( (3, 2.25) \)

Calculate:

\[
m_{13} = \frac{2.25 - 2}{3 - 4} = \frac{0.25}{-1} = -0.25
\]

Compare with previous slopes:

\[
m_{12} = -\frac{1}{4} = -0.25
\]

They are equal, confirming that the points are collinear when \( A = 2.25 \).

---

Summary and Key Takeaways

- Collinearity can be checked using slopes or area formulas.
- For three points to be on the same line, the slopes between consecutive pairs must be equal.
- Solving for an unknown coordinate involves setting these slopes equal and solving the resulting algebraic
equation.
- Always verify your solution with an additional calculation to confirm collinearity.

---

Additional Examples

Example 1: Find A such that \( (1, 2) \), \( (2, 3) \), and \( (A, 4) \) are collinear.

Solution:
- Calculate slope between \( (1, 2) \) and \( (2, 3) \):

\[
m_{12} = \frac{3 - 2}{2 - 1} = 1
\]

- Calculate slope between \( (2, 3) \) and \( (A, 4) \):

\[
m_{23} = \frac{4 - 3}{A - 2} = \frac{1}{A - 2}
\]

- Equate slopes:



\[
1 = \frac{1}{A - 2}
\]

- Solve:

\[
A - 2 = 1
\]

\[
A = 3
\]

Result: \( A = 3 \)

---

Conclusion

Determining the value of an unknown coordinate such as A to ensure points are collinear is an essential skill in
coordinate geometry. By understanding the concepts of slope and collinearity, applying algebraic methods, and
verifying solutions, you can confidently solve such problems. Remember, always double-check your
calculations and consider alternative methods such as area formulas when necessary. This approach not only
helps in exams but also builds a solid foundation for understanding geometric relationships in mathematics.
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