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political landscape of the United States was deeply divided and that the nation was at a pivotal
crossroads during a turbulent era. Nixon’s narrow victory was not just a reflection of his political
strategy or campaign appeal but also a mirror to the societal tensions, ideological divides, and the
complex dynamics of American politics in the late 1960s. This election outcome underscored the
fragility of national unity, the shifting allegiances among voters, and the emergence of new political
trends that would shape the country for decades to come.

The Context of the 1968 Presidential Election

The Political Climate of the Late 1960s
The United States in 1968 was marked by upheaval and transformation. Key issues influencing the
election included:

Vietnam War: Widespread protests and a growing anti-war movement challenged the
government’s policies.

Civil Rights Movement: The struggle for racial equality gained momentum, leading to
significant social upheaval.

Counterculture and Social Change: A youth-driven cultural revolution questioned traditional
authority and norms.

Political Turmoil: The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy added to
national instability.

This turbulent backdrop created a highly polarized electorate, with voters divided over issues of war,
civil rights, and social change.

The Candidates and Their Campaigns
The 1968 election featured three main contenders:

Richard Nixon (Republican Party): A seasoned politician with a platform centered on restoring1.
law and order, appealing to voters seeking stability.

Hubert Humphrey (Democratic Party): Vice President and a candidate associated with the2.



Johnson administration’s Vietnam policies.

George Wallace (American Independent Party): A segregationist candidate who appealed to3.
voters disillusioned with the mainstream parties.

Nixon's campaign capitalized on the "Silent Majority" narrative, emphasizing law and order and
appealing to voters frustrated with the social upheaval.

The Narrow Margin of Nixon’s Victory

Electoral Results and Their Significance
Nixon won the election with 301 electoral votes to Humphrey’s 191, but the popular vote margin
was razor-thin:

Nixon received approximately 43.4% of the popular vote.

Humphrey garnered about 42.7%, with Wallace trailing at around 13.5%.

This slim margin indicated a deeply divided electorate, with no overwhelming majority supporting
any single candidate. It reflected a nation torn between conflicting visions of progress, order, and
social change.

Implications of the Narrow Victory
The tight race had significant political and social implications:

It demonstrated the volatility of voter preferences during times of crisis.1.

It revealed the effectiveness of Nixon’s campaign strategy in mobilizing a broad coalition.2.

It underscored the challenges faced by the Democratic Party, which was fractured and losing3.
ground among certain demographics.

The election results foreshadowed the contentious political environment of the subsequent4.
years.

Understanding these implications is crucial to comprehending how the election shaped future
American politics.



Political and Social Factors That Contributed to Nixon’s
Narrow Win

The Role of Campaign Strategy
Nixon’s campaign employed several tactics that helped him secure a narrow victory:

“Silent Majority” Argument: Appealing to patriotic voters tired of protests and social unrest.

Southern Strategy: Targeting disaffected white voters in the South who were skeptical of civil
rights advances.

Focus on Law and Order: Emphasizing stability in a time of chaos.

Strategic Use of Media: Effective television advertising and messaging to reach voters.

Voter Demographics and Shifts
The election results reflected significant demographic shifts:

White Working-Class Voters: Tended to favor Nixon’s law-and-order message.1.

Urban Voters and Civil Rights Supporters: More inclined toward Humphrey.2.

Southern Whites: Increasingly aligned with Nixon’s Southern Strategy.3.

Young Voters and Protesters: Often supported Wallace or rejected mainstream candidates4.
altogether.

These demographic patterns showed a nation in transition, with traditional loyalties breaking down
in favor of new political alignments.

Long-Term Effects of the 1968 Election Outcome

Impact on the Republican Party
Nixon’s narrow victory marked a turning point for the GOP:



Shift Toward Conservative Policies: Nixon’s presidency would push for a more conservative
stance on social issues and foreign policy.

Strategic Electoral Approaches: The success of the Southern Strategy influenced future
Republican campaigns.

Reorientation of the Party: Moving away from the New Deal coalition toward a broader
conservative base.

Impact on the Democratic Party
The election exposed divisions within the Democrats:

Loss of Support in the South: Civil rights and Vietnam policies alienated some white voters.1.

Need for Rebuilding: The party faced internal conflicts that would shape future platforms.2.

Rise of New Leadership: The election set the stage for future Democratic leaders to address3.
the party’s fractured base.

Broader Societal Consequences
The election’s narrow margin was a prelude to ongoing political polarization:

Increased Partisanship: The election highlighted the deep ideological divides that would
intensify in subsequent decades.

Recognition of a Divided America: The results signaled that consensus was elusive during
periods of national crisis.

Lessons for Future Campaigns: Strategies to mobilize diverse voter bases became more
sophisticated and contentious.

Conclusion
The fact that Richard Nixon won the 1968 election by a narrow margin demonstrated the fragile
state of American society at the time. It revealed a nation grappling with profound issues—war, civil
rights, social upheaval—and divided along political, racial, and regional lines. Nixon’s victory,
achieved through strategic campaigning and appealing to the "Silent Majority," underscored the
importance of understanding voter psychology and demographic shifts in electoral politics.
Moreover, the election outcome signaled a shift toward a more polarized political landscape, shaping



the course of American history for decades to come. Recognizing the significance of this narrow
victory helps us better understand the complexities of American democracy and the enduring impact
of electoral outcomes during periods of national crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Richard Nixon's narrow victory in the 1968 election
reveal about the political climate of the time?
It indicates a deeply divided nation with strong support for both major parties, reflecting societal
tensions and shifting voter sentiments.

How did Nixon's narrow win in 1968 influence his subsequent
policies?
It encouraged Nixon to pursue a cautious approach, emphasizing bipartisan efforts and a focus on
consolidating his political support to address the country's divisions.

What role did the Vietnam War play in Nixon's narrow
electoral victory?
The Vietnam War was a central issue, with Nixon's promise to achieve 'peace with honor' resonating
with voters, though the narrow margin showed lingering divisions over the war's conduct.

How did the narrow margin in 1968 reflect the effectiveness of
Nixon’s campaign strategies?
It demonstrated that Nixon's campaign successfully mobilized key demographic groups and
capitalized on voter dissatisfaction, but the slim margin also highlighted the need for broader
appeal.

In what ways did the narrow win in 1968 impact Nixon’s
approach to governance?
It led Nixon to adopt a more cautious and strategic approach, emphasizing moderation and
negotiation to unite a divided electorate.

What does the close result of the 1968 election tell us about
third-party influences at the time?
It suggests that third-party candidates, like George Wallace, played a significant role by splitting the
vote, which contributed to Nixon's narrow victory.



How did the electoral map in 1968 demonstrate the divisions
within the United States?
The electoral map showed regional splits, with Nixon performing strongly in some areas while losing
others, reflecting regional and cultural divides.

What lessons about electoral strategy can be learned from
Nixon's narrow win in 1968?
It underscores the importance of broad coalition-building, targeting swing states, and addressing
diverse voter concerns to secure victory in close elections.

How did Nixon's narrow victory shape future presidential
campaigns?
It highlighted the importance of targeted campaigning, understanding regional issues, and the
significance of narrow margins, influencing campaign strategies in subsequent elections.

Additional Resources
He Fact That Richard Nixon Won The 1968 Election By A Narrow Margin Showed That the political
landscape of the United States was deeply divided and highly volatile during a period of profound
social upheaval. Nixon’s victory, characterized by a razor-thin margin, not only reflected the
electoral preferences of a nation grappling with issues like civil unrest, the Vietnam War, and
cultural change but also underscored the fragility of American political stability at the time. This
article delves into the significance of Nixon’s narrow win, exploring the historical context, electoral
dynamics, implications for governance, and lasting effects on American politics.

---

Historical Context of the 1968 Election

Political and Social Turmoil
The year 1968 was marked by unprecedented upheaval in the United States. The nation was
embroiled in the Vietnam War, which had divided public opinion and led to widespread protests. The
Civil Rights Movement was at its peak, demanding racial equality and justice, often resulting in
violent clashes. The assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy further
destabilized a nation already reeling from social discord.

Features of the 1968 Context:
- Massive anti-war protests and student activism.
- Racial unrest and urban riots.
- Political assassinations creating a sense of chaos.



- A Democratic Party in disarray, with multiple factions vying for control.

Pros of the Context:
- Highlighted pressing national issues, prompting political change.
- Mobilized voters concerned about civil rights and peace.

Cons of the Context:
- Deepened divisions and mistrust.
- Undermined confidence in government institutions.
- Created a volatile electoral environment.

Candidate Landscape and Political Climate
The 1968 election featured three major contenders: Republican Richard Nixon, Democrat Hubert
Humphrey, and third-party candidate George Wallace. Nixon’s campaign capitalized on a message of
law and order, promising stability amid chaos. Humphrey, the sitting Vice President, struggled to
unify the fractured Democratic Party, which was torn between traditional liberals and anti-war
factions.

---

The Narrow Margin of Victory: Analyzing the Electoral
Results

Electoral College and Popular Vote Breakdown
Richard Nixon secured approximately 43.4% of the popular vote, while Hubert Humphrey garnered
about 42.7%. The electoral college vote was also close, with Nixon winning 301 votes to Humphrey’s
191. George Wallace’s third-party run drew significant votes, particularly in the South, which
complicated the electoral dynamics.

Features of the Results:
- A victory by less than 1% of the popular vote.
- A broad coalition that included conservatives, law-and-order supporters, and Southern voters.
- A divided Democratic base, which hampered Humphrey’s campaign.

Pros of the Narrow Margin:
- Demonstrated a competitive and vibrant democracy.
- Allowed for a peaceful transition of power, despite intense divisions.

Cons of the Narrow Margin:
- Indicated a deeply divided electorate.
- Gave rise to questions about legitimacy and mandate.
- Showed that a small shift in votes could alter the outcome significantly.



Implications of a Close Election
A narrow victory meant that Nixon’s mandate was somewhat fragile, requiring careful political
navigation. The result also signaled that the nation was not fully aligned behind any single
ideological movement, but rather split among multiple visions for America’s future.

---

Impacts and Significance of Nixon’s Narrow Win

Political Strategy and Campaign Tactics
Nixon’s campaign employed strategic messaging centered on “law and order,” appealing to voters
desperate for stability. His "Southern Strategy" aimed to attract white voters in the South
disillusioned by civil rights upheavals.

Features of Nixon’s Campaign:
- Focused on regional and cultural issues.
- Used subtle racial appeals to win Southern votes.
- Emphasized experience and a promise to restore national stability.

Pros of Nixon’s Strategy:
- Effective in winning key electoral states.
- Set a precedent for modern political campaigning.

Cons of Nixon’s Strategy:
- Contributed to racial polarization.
- Raised ethical questions about campaign tactics.

Policy Outcomes and Governance
Nixon’s narrow victory influenced his approach in office, leading to policies that aimed to balance
conservative priorities with pragmatic governance. His administration pursued détente with the
Soviet Union, environmental reforms, and a cautious approach to Vietnam.

Features of Nixon’s Presidency Post-1968:
- Emphasis on “law and order” policies.
- Initiatives to reduce Cold War tensions.
- Environmental legislation like the EPA establishment.

Pros:
- Achieved significant foreign policy breakthroughs.
- Launched important environmental initiatives.

Cons:
- Policies often reflected the divided mandate from the narrow win.
- Some decisions, like the Watergate scandal, undermined legitimacy.



---

Long-Term Effects on American Politics

Red and Blue State Realignments
The 1968 election underscored regional and ideological divides that have persisted. Nixon’s appeal
to Southern whites and conservative voters contributed to the realignment of political parties, with
the South shifting towards the Republican column—a trend that continues today.

Features of the Realignment:
- Transformation of the South into a Republican stronghold.
- Rise of conservative politics within the Republican Party.
- Persistent urban-rural ideological divides.

Pros:
- Clarified party bases and voter coalitions.
- Spurred the development of strategic political campaigning.

Cons:
- Deepened partisan polarization.
- Reduced political compromise.

Lessons on Electoral Margins and Democratic Stability
The close victory in 1968 served as a cautionary tale about the importance of electoral margins. It
showed that narrow wins can lead to contested legitimacy and heightened political tensions,
especially during times of crisis.

Features:
- Close elections require careful governance to maintain public confidence.
- Electoral mandates can be fragile and susceptible to shifts.

Pros:
- Encourages electoral reforms and voting transparency.
- Promotes active civic engagement.

Cons:
- Can lead to political instability if margins are razor-thin.
- May prompt efforts to suppress or manipulate voting.

---



Conclusion
The fact that Richard Nixon won the 1968 election by a narrow margin revealed the deep divisions
within the United States and highlighted the fragility of its democratic process during a tumultuous
era. While the close outcome underscored the vibrancy of American democracy, it also exposed
vulnerabilities that would influence subsequent electoral strategies and political realignments.
Nixon’s victory, shaped by regional appeals, strategic campaigning, and a fractured electorate, set
the stage for a new chapter in American politics—one marked by polarization, regional realignments,
and a reminder of the importance of electoral mandates. As history has shown, narrow electoral wins
can have profound implications, shaping policies and political culture for decades to come.
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