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Hick Believes That Such Evils As Poverty, Oppression, Persecution, And War
Are among the most pressing issues facing humanity today. These societal
problems have persisted throughout history, causing immense suffering and
hindering global progress. Recognizing these evils is the first step toward
addressing them effectively. In this comprehensive analysis, we explore the
philosophical perspectives of Hick on these issues, their root causes, and
potential pathways toward alleviation.

Understanding Hick’s Perspective on Moral and
Social Evils

Who Is John Hick?

John Hick was a renowned philosopher of religion whose work primarily focused
on theodicy, the problem of evil, and human suffering. His nuanced approach
to understanding evil emphasizes the importance of free will, moral
development, and the potential for growth through adversity. Hick believed
that evils such as poverty and war are complex phenomena that require
compassionate understanding and moral action.

Hick’s Theodicy and the Role of Evil

Hick proposed that the existence of evil is compatible with a loving and
omnipotent God if one considers the universe as a "soul-making" environment.
According to this view, hardships and suffering are necessary for moral and
spiritual development. While this does not diminish the real pain caused by
such evils, it frames them within a broader purpose of human growth and
character formation.



Poverty: A Root Cause and Moral Challenge

The Nature of Poverty According to Hick

Hick recognized poverty as a multifaceted evil rooted in social, economic,
and political structures. He argued that persistent poverty results from
systemic inequalities, lack of access to education, and unjust distribution
of resources. For Hick, addressing poverty requires more than charity; it
demands structural change rooted in justice.

Implications of Poverty on Humanity

Undermines human dignity and rights

Leads to health issues and shortened life expectancy

Perpetuates cycles of violence and conflict

Hinders moral and spiritual development

Strategies to Combat Poverty

Implementing fair economic policies that promote equality1.

Ensuring access to quality education and healthcare2.

Promoting ethical business practices and corporate social responsibility3.

Fostering international cooperation to reduce global disparities4.

Oppression: The Suppression of Human Rights

Understanding Oppression in Hick’s View



Hick viewed oppression as a manifestation of moral failure—where powerful
entities suppress or exploit vulnerable groups. Oppression can take many
forms, including political tyranny, racial discrimination, gender inequality,
and economic exploitation. It reflects the failure to recognize the inherent
dignity of every individual.

The Consequences of Oppression

Violates fundamental human rights

Creates social divisions and conflicts

Suppresses moral and spiritual growth of oppressed communities

Leads to cycles of violence and revenge

Hick’s Approach to Overcoming Oppression

Hick emphasized the importance of moral education, social justice, and the
development of virtuous character in combating oppression. He believed that
societies should foster empathy, promote equal rights, and build institutions
rooted in fairness.

Persecution: Religious and Ethnic Intolerance

Hick’s Perspective on Persecution

Hick acknowledged that persecution, whether based on religion, ethnicity, or
ideology, is a profound evil that results from intolerance and fear. Such
acts of persecution cause deep suffering and undermine social cohesion. For
Hick, the recognition of shared human dignity is essential to overcoming
persecution.

Impact of Persecution on Society

Loss of life and cultural heritage



Deep psychological scars for victims

Destabilization of communities and nations

Hindrance to interfaith and intercultural dialogue

Preventative Measures and Healing

Promoting religious and cultural education1.

Encouraging interfaith and intercultural dialogue2.

Implementing legal protections against discrimination3.

Fostering empathy and understanding among diverse groups4.

War: The Ultimate Expression of Human Conflict

Hick’s View on War

Hick regarded war as one of the most devastating evils confronting humanity.
He believed that wars often stem from greed, nationalism, ideological
differences, and failure to resolve conflicts peacefully. War inflicts
suffering on combatants and civilians alike and hampers moral and spiritual
progress.

The Consequences of War

Massive loss of life and injuries

Destruction of infrastructure and communities

Psychological trauma and societal divisions

Economic destabilization and long-term hardship



Pathways Toward Peace

Promoting diplomatic dialogue and conflict resolution1.

Strengthening international institutions like the United Nations2.

Encouraging disarmament and peace treaties3.

Fostering a culture of peace through education and media4.

Integrating Ethical and Religious Perspectives
to Address These Evils

The Role of Moral Philosophy

Hick believed that moral philosophy and religious teachings should serve as
guiding principles in combating societal evils. Emphasizing compassion,
justice, and humility can foster societies that are more resilient against
these challenges.

Religious Contributions to Alleviating Evil

Promoting virtues such as charity, patience, and forgiveness

Mobilizing faith communities for social justice initiatives

Encouraging interfaith cooperation to tackle global issues

Conclusion: A Call to Moral Responsibility

In light of Hick’s perspectives, it becomes evident that tackling the evils
of poverty, oppression, persecution, and war requires concerted moral effort,
systemic change, and compassionate engagement. While these issues are complex
and deeply rooted, acknowledging their existence and understanding their
causes are essential steps toward creating a more just and peaceful world. As



individuals and communities, embracing virtues inspired by philosophical and
religious teachings can help us confront these challenges and work toward a
future where human dignity and justice prevail.

Final Thoughts

Although evil persists in various forms, Hick’s philosophical insights remind
us that moral growth and spiritual development are possible through
deliberate action and collective responsibility. Addressing these societal
evils is not only a moral duty but also an essential pursuit for building a
more equitable and compassionate global society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Hick's perspective on the causes of evils
like poverty and oppression?
Hick views these evils as complex moral and social issues that stem from
human free will, societal structures, and moral failings rather than divine
will or unavoidable destiny.

How does Hick believe suffering from war and
persecution impacts moral development?
Hick suggests that such suffering, while tragic, can serve as catalysts for
moral growth, empathy, and a deeper understanding of justice when addressed
with compassion and moral resolve.

Does Hick see the existence of evil as incompatible
with the idea of an omnibenevolent God?
Hick argues that evil exists as a necessary part of free will and moral
testing, which ultimately allows for genuine moral development and a
meaningful relationship with the divine.

According to Hick, what role do societal structures
play in perpetuating poverty and oppression?
Hick believes that societal structures often reflect human selfishness and
greed, which sustain systems of inequality and injustice that contribute to
these evils.



How does Hick suggest humanity can address and
reduce the evils of persecution and war?
He advocates for education, moral awakening, and active efforts to promote
justice, peace, and understanding among different communities.

What is Hick's view on the moral responsibility of
individuals regarding these evils?
Hick emphasizes that individuals have a moral responsibility to oppose evil,
promote justice, and work toward alleviating suffering caused by poverty,
oppression, and war.

How does Hick reconcile the existence of such evils
with the concept of divine justice?
He proposes that divine justice involves allowing free will and providing
opportunities for moral growth, meaning that evil and suffering are part of a
larger divine plan for eventual good.

What do Hick's beliefs imply for how societies
should respond to global issues like poverty and
persecution?
His beliefs encourage proactive engagement, compassion, and systemic change
to combat these evils and promote a more just and equitable world.

Additional Resources
Hick Believes That Such Evils As Poverty, Oppression, Persecution, And War
Are

Understanding the philosophical and moral perspectives of John Hick, a
renowned 20th-century theologian and philosopher, requires a deep dive into
his views on the fundamental evils that afflict humanity. Hick’s work often
grapples with the nature of suffering, evil, and human morality, emphasizing
the importance of spiritual growth, divine justice, and the ultimate purpose
of life. This detailed review explores Hick's beliefs regarding poverty,
oppression, persecution, and war, illustrating how he interprets these evils
within his broader theological framework.

---



Introduction to John Hick's Theological
Perspective

John Hick is best known for his development of soul-making theodicy, a
philosophical argument that seeks to reconcile the existence of evil with an
omnipotent, omnibenevolent God. According to Hick, the presence of evil and
suffering is integral to human development, serving as catalysts for moral
and spiritual growth. In his view, these evils are not meaningless but are
part of a divine pedagogical process that enables souls to mature and attain
ultimate fulfillment.

Hick’s perspective on societal evils—poverty, oppression, persecution, and
war—must be understood within this context. He sees these as aspects of a
fallen world that, despite their destructive nature, can lead to greater
moral awareness and eventual divine justice when approached with faith,
compassion, and active engagement.

---

Poverty: A Call for Compassion and Moral
Development

The Nature of Poverty in Hick’s View

Hick recognizes poverty as a profound evil that impacts millions worldwide,
causing suffering, despair, and social destabilization. He considers poverty
not merely a material deficiency but also a moral and spiritual challenge,
exposing societal injustices and testing human empathy.

Key aspects of Hick’s perspective:

- Structural and systemic causes: Hick acknowledges that poverty often stems
from societal structures, economic inequalities, and historical injustices
rather than individual failings alone.
- Opportunity for moral growth: Poverty presents opportunities for
individuals and communities to develop virtues such as charity, patience, and
resilience.
- Spiritual significance: Hick suggests that experiencing poverty can deepen
one's understanding of human vulnerability and foster compassion, aligning
with his soul-making theodicy.



Addressing Poverty: Moral and Theological
Implications

Hick advocates for active efforts to alleviate poverty, emphasizing that:

- Moral responsibility: Humanity has a duty to address systemic injustices
that perpetuate poverty.
- Educational and social reforms: Structural changes are essential to promote
equitable opportunities.
- Spiritual response: Faith communities should serve as agents of compassion,
providing aid while fostering attitudes of humility and solidarity.

In summary: Hick sees poverty as an evil that, while tragic, can serve as a
catalyst for moral development when addressed through compassionate action
and spiritual growth.

---

Oppression: The Evil of Injustice and Its Role
in Human Development

Understanding Oppression in Hick’s Framework

Oppression involves the systemic abuse of power, marginalizing individuals or
groups based on race, class, gender, or other social divisions. Hick
recognizes oppression as a profound moral evil that causes suffering and
stifles human potential.

Hick’s insights include:

- A reflection of fallen human nature: Oppression arises from greed,
prejudice, and the misuse of power, reflecting humanity’s moral failings.
- A challenge to moral consciousness: Oppression confronts individuals with
the necessity to stand against injustice, promoting moral awakening.
- Potential for moral growth: Those who resist oppression develop virtues
such as courage, justice, and empathy.

The Theological Significance of Oppression

Within Hick’s theodicy, oppression can be viewed as:

- A test of moral integrity: Facing oppression prompts individuals to act
rightly, fostering moral maturity.



- A call for divine justice: Ultimately, Hick believes that divine justice
will reconcile all injustices, and oppressive regimes will be held
accountable.
- An opportunity for social transformation: Human effort, inspired by faith
and compassion, can challenge oppressive systems, aligning with divine
purposes for justice.

Key takeaway: For Hick, oppression is an evil that must be actively resisted,
but it also plays a role in shaping moral character and understanding divine
justice.

---

Persecution: The Human Experience of Religious
and Social Hatred

The Reality of Persecution in Hick’s Thought

Persecution involves the suffering inflicted on individuals or groups because
of their beliefs, identity, or social standing. Hick acknowledges persecution
as a particularly cruel form of evil, often rooted in intolerance, fear, and
societal divisions.

Hick’s perspective includes:

- A manifestation of human fallibility: Persecution stems from prejudiced
minds and the failure to recognize the divine in all persons.
- An opportunity for moral and spiritual resilience: Enduring persecution can
deepen faith, reinforce moral convictions, and foster solidarity among
oppressed groups.
- A spiritual test: Persecution may serve as a test of genuine faith and
love, aligning with Hick’s belief that suffering can have redemptive
qualities.

The Role of Persecution in Moral and Theological
Growth

Hick emphasizes that:

- Persecution challenges believers to remain faithful and compassionate in
the face of hatred.
- It underscores the importance of religious tolerance and understanding,
promoting a more profound appreciation of divine unity amid diversity.
- Divine justice will ultimately prevail, punishing persecution and rewarding



perseverance.

In essence: Persecution, while evil, can serve as a catalyst for spiritual
growth and deepen human understanding of divine love and justice.

---

War: The Catastrophe of Violent Conflict and
Its Moral Implications

The Nature of War in Hick’s Philosophy

War represents one of the gravest evils, involving mass destruction, loss of
life, and societal upheaval. Hick views war as a tragic consequence of human
failure—particularly the failure to resolve conflicts through peaceful means.

Hick’s analysis includes:

- War as a symptom of moral and spiritual sickness: Rooted in greed,
nationalism, and the inability to transcend self-interest.
- The destructive impact on human souls: War stifles moral growth and
perpetuates cycles of hatred and revenge.
- A test of human moral capacity: How nations and individuals respond to
conflict reveals the depth of their moral and spiritual maturity.

Ethical and Theological Responses to War

Hick advocates for:

- Peace-building efforts: Promoting diplomacy, understanding, and conflict
resolution.
- Recognition of the tragic necessity: While advocating peace, Hick
acknowledges that in some cases, self-defense or justice may justify limited
use of force, but such actions should be guided by moral principles.
- Hope for divine intervention: Ultimately, Hick believes divine justice will
bring an end to war and establish a reign of peace aligned with divine love.

Final thoughts: War is an evil that profoundly disrupts human development,
but it also emphasizes the need for moral vigilance and divine justice.

---



Holistic Reflection on Hick’s View of These
Evils

Hick’s overarching philosophy suggests that:

- These evils—poverty, oppression, persecution, and war—are intrinsic to the
human condition within a fallen world.
- They serve as moral and spiritual catalysts, challenging humans to develop
virtues such as compassion, justice, patience, and forgiveness.
- They are temporary and ultimately subject to divine justice and
reconciliation.
- Human effort, combined with faith and divine grace, can transform these
evils into opportunities for spiritual growth and societal progress.

He emphasizes that while these evils are deeply tragic and unacceptable, they
are part of a broader divine pedagogical process, preparing human souls for
ultimate fulfillment and harmony.

---

Conclusion: Embracing the Challenge of Evil
with Faith and Action

John Hick’s beliefs about poverty, oppression, persecution, and war reflect a
nuanced understanding that evil is an inevitable part of the human journey
but not an insurmountable barrier to moral and spiritual development. His
emphasis on the soul-making process encourages believers and humanity at
large to confront these evils with resilience, compassion, and active pursuit
of justice, trusting in divine ultimate justice.

In a world riddled with these profound evils, Hick’s philosophy offers hope
and motivation: that through moral effort, spiritual growth, and divine
grace, humanity can transcend these challenges and move toward a more just,
compassionate, and harmonious existence. This perspective invites us to see
evil not merely as a problem to be solved but as a profound opportunity for
moral awakening and divine encounter.
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