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The high protective tariffs enacted in 1828 and 1832, often referred to collectively as the "Tariff of
Abominations" and subsequent tariffs, had profound and lasting effects on Southern planters and the
broader Southern economy. These tariffs, designed primarily to protect Northern manufacturing
industries from foreign competition, inadvertently created economic hardships for Southern
agricultural producers. Understanding the context, implications, and responses to these tariffs
provides insight into the rising sectional tensions that eventually contributed to the Civil War.

Background of the Tariffs of 1828 and 1832

The Economic Context

During the early 19th century, the United States was experiencing rapid industrial growth in the
North. To shield fledgling industries from foreign competition—particularly from British
imports—Congress imposed high tariffs on imported goods. These tariffs made foreign products more
expensive, encouraging domestic consumption of American-made goods.

The Tariff of 1828 ("Tariff of Abominations")

Enacted in 1828, this tariff significantly increased duties on imported manufactured goods, textiles,
and raw materials. While it aimed to support Northern industries, it drew fierce opposition from
Southern states, especially South Carolina, which relied heavily on imported manufactured goods and
exported cotton.

The Tariff of 1832

This tariff was a response to Southern grievances, lowering some rates but still maintaining high
duties overall. Yet, many in the South felt it did not go far enough in reducing tariffs and continued to
perceive it as a threat to their economic interests.

The Impact on Southern Planters

Economic Hardships and Increased Costs

Southern planters, primarily cotton growers, depended on imported goods such as machinery,
textiles, and other manufactured products. High tariffs increased the cost of these imports, raising the
expenses for planters who relied on imported equipment and supplies. This made their operations



more costly and reduced profit margins.

e Higher Machinery Costs: Cotton gins, plows, and other farming machinery often had tariffs
attached, making them more expensive.

¢ Increased Consumer Prices: Imported textiles and goods became costlier for Southern
consumers, affecting household budgets.

e Limited Market Access: While tariffs protected Northern industries, they sometimes limited
access to foreign markets for Southern exports due to retaliatory tariffs from other nations.

Retaliation and Foreign Trade Disruptions

In response to U.S. tariffs, foreign nations—especially Britain—imposed retaliatory tariffs on American
exports, including cotton. Since cotton was the South's primary export, these retaliatory tariffs hurt
Southern planters by reducing demand abroad and lowering cotton prices.

Sectional Tensions and Political Discontent

The tariffs exacerbated sectional divisions. Southern leaders viewed the tariffs as unfair economic
burdens imposed by the North to favor Northern industries at the expense of Southern agriculture.
This perception fueled resentment and fostered a sense of economic marginalization.

Southern Response to the Tariffs

Nullification Crisis

South Carolina led the opposition with the doctrine of nullification—the idea that states could nullify
federal laws deemed unconstitutional. In 1832, South Carolina declared the tariffs null and void within
its borders, leading to a constitutional crisis.

Actions Taken by South Carolina

The state passed the Ordinance of Nullification, asserting that the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 were
unconstitutional and refusing to enforce them. This stance was supported by prominent politicians like
John C. Calhoun, who argued that states had the right to oppose federal legislation.

Federal Response and Compromise

President Andrew Jackson strongly opposed nullification, viewing it as a threat to the Union. A
compromise tariff was eventually passed in 1833, gradually reducing tariff rates to ease Southern
grievances. However, the crisis highlighted the deep sectional divisions over economic policies.



Long-Term Effects on Southern Economy and Politics

Economic Consequences

While the tariffs aimed to bolster Northern manufacturing, they inadvertently hurt Southern economic
interests, especially in agriculture and export markets. The increased costs and retaliatory tariffs
contributed to economic stagnation and heightened sectional tensions.

Political Ramifications

The tariffs intensified the divide between North and South, fostering sentiments of economic and
political alienation among Southerners. This friction laid the groundwork for future conflicts over
states' rights and federal authority.

Sectionalism and the Road to Civil War

The dispute over tariffs exemplified broader issues of sectionalism—differences in economic interests,
political values, and perceptions of federal power. These tensions contributed to the growing divide
that eventually culminated in the Civil War.

Conclusion

The high protective tariffs of 1828 and 1832 significantly impacted Southern planters by increasing
costs, restricting export markets, and fueling sectional tensions. While designed to protect Northern
industries, these tariffs inadvertently burdened Southern agriculture and fostered resentment that
challenged the unity of the young nation. The crisis and subsequent political conflicts underscored the
deep economic and regional divisions that would continue to shape American history. Understanding
this period offers valuable insight into the complex interplay between economic policy and sectional
identity, highlighting how tariffs—though seemingly technical measures—can have profound social
and political consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the high protective tariffs of 1828 and 1832 impact
Southern planters economically?

The tariffs increased the cost of imported goods, which Southern planters relied on, leading to higher
expenses. Since the South primarily exported cotton and imported manufactured goods, they faced a
disadvantage, reducing their profit margins.



Why did Southern planters strongly oppose the tariffs of 1828
and 1832?

Southern planters opposed these tariffs because they believed they favored Northern industries at
their expense, raising prices on goods they needed and harming their economic interests.

What was the Southern reaction to the tariffs of 1828 and
1832?

Southern states, particularly South Carolina, responded with protests like the Nullification Crisis,
where they declared the tariffs null and void within their borders, asserting states' rights over federal
legislation.

How did the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 influence the political
tensions between the North and South?

The tariffs heightened sectional tensions, fueling disputes over states' rights and federal authority,
and contributed to the growing divide that would eventually lead to the Civil War.

Did the high tariffs of 1828 and 1832 have any long-term
effects on Southern economy and politics?

Yes, they fostered resentment towards federal policies perceived as favoring the North, strengthened
Southern opposition to tariffs, and emphasized the importance of states' rights, shaping political
debates for decades.

Additional Resources
High Protective Tariffs of 1828 and 1832 and Their Impact on Southern Planters

The high protective tariffs of 1828 and 1832 represent some of the most contentious economic
policies in early American history, especially affecting the Southern planters who relied heavily on
imported goods and the export of agricultural products. These tariffs, primarily designed to shield
Northern industries from foreign competition, had profound and multifaceted effects on the Southern
economy, society, and political landscape. Understanding how these tariffs impacted Southern
planters requires an exploration of their economic dependencies, regional tensions, and the broader
implications on the United States’ development during this period.

Background of the Tariffs of 1828 and 1832

Context and Purpose

The Tariff of 1828, often called the "Tariff of Abominations" by its opponents, was enacted to protect
burgeoning Northern manufacturing industries from European competition. It significantly increased



duties on imported goods, making foreign products more expensive and encouraging domestic
manufacturing. The Tariff of 1832 was essentially a revision aimed at reducing some of the duties but
still maintained high protective levels.

Regional Political Divisions

The tariffs deepened regional divisions:

- The North supported high tariffs to promote industrial growth.

- The South opposed them vehemently, viewing them as economically detrimental and unfairly
benefiting the North at the South’s expense.

Effects on Southern Planters

Economic Impact

Southern planters, primarily engaged in the cultivation of cotton, tobacco, and rice, relied on two
main economic activities:

- Exporting their cash crops to European markets.

- Importing manufactured goods like textiles, tools, and machinery.

The tariffs affected them in several ways:

* Increased Costs for Manufactured Goods: Since Southern planters imported many goods,
the high tariffs led to increased prices on manufactured items, raising the cost of tools, clothing,
and machinery essential for plantation operations.

* Reduced Export Competitiveness: Although tariffs did not directly tax exports, the overall
economic environment and retaliatory tariffs from European nations sometimes reduced
demand for Southern exports, especially cotton.

» Retaliation and Trade Restrictions: European countries, feeling the impact of U.S. tariffs,
imposed their own tariffs on American goods, including Southern cotton and tobacco, further
hurting planters’ export markets.

e Economic Uncertainty and Decline: The combination of higher import costs and reduced
export demand created economic uncertainty, often leading to lower profits and economic
hardship for planters.

Regional Economic Discontent

The tariffs exacerbated existing economic grievances:
- Planters felt they bore the brunt of industrial protectionism without enjoying similar benefits.
- The Southern economy remained largely agrarian and dependent on exports, unlike the North’s



diversified manufacturing sector.
- Many Southern planters began to see tariffs as unfair policies favoring Northern industrial interests
at their expense.

Impact on Social and Political Relations

The tariffs intensified regional tensions:

- The South’s opposition to tariffs became a central theme in its political identity.

- The Tariff of 1832 and the subsequent Nullification Crisis of 1832-1833 highlighted how tariffs could
threaten national unity.

- Southern leaders, including Vice President John C. Calhoun, championed nullification—claiming
states had rights to invalidate federal laws they deemed unconstitutional.

The Nullification Crisis and Its Implications for Planters

Overview of the Crisis

The Nullification Crisis emerged directly from Southern opposition to the tariffs:
- South Carolina declared the tariffs null and void within its borders.
- The crisis challenged the authority of the federal government and threatened to lead to secession.

Impact on Planters and the South

- Planters, especially in South Carolina, felt their economic interests and political rights were under
threat.

- The crisis fostered a sense of regional identity and helped solidify the South’s opposition to
protective tariffs.

- Ultimately, a compromise tariff was passed, reducing duties gradually, but the conflict underscored
the deep regional divisions.

Long-term Effects on the Southern Economy and
Society

Economic Adaptation and Challenges

Over time, Southern planters had to adapt to the economic realities created by tariffs:
- Some sought to diversify their economies, though the plantation system remained dominant.
- Many relied on expanding internal markets or seeking more favorable trade arrangements.



Political and Cultural Consequences

- Tariffs became a symbol of Northern economic dominance and Southern resistance.

- The conflict over tariffs contributed to the development of Southern political identity centered on
states’ rights and economic autonomy.

- This regional identity would influence later conflicts leading up to the Civil War.

Pros and Cons of the Tariffs for Southern Planters

Pros:

- Higher tariffs could theoretically protect American industries, potentially leading to economic growth
in the long term.

- Some planters hoped that a protected Northern economy would create a more stable overall
economic environment, indirectly benefiting the South.

Cons:

- Increased costs for imported manufactured goods directly raised expenses for planters.

- Reduced demand for Southern exports due to European retaliation hurt plantation profits.

- The tariffs fostered regional hostility, culminating in political crises that threatened national unity.
- Southern planters felt they subsidized Northern industrial growth while bearing disproportionate
economic burdens.

Conclusion

The high protective tariffs of 1828 and 1832 had a profound effect on Southern planters, shaping
economic, political, and social dynamics that would influence American history for decades. While
intended to bolster Northern manufacturing, these tariffs exposed the economic vulnerabilities of the
South’s reliance on exports and imported goods. They intensified regional tensions, fostered
resistance—including the nullification movement—and contributed to a sense of economic and
political alienation among Southern planters. Ultimately, these tariffs underscored the profound
regional differences that would continue to shape the United States, culminating in the Civil War. For
Southern planters, the tariffs were both a symbol of economic challenge and a rallying point for
asserting regional rights and autonomy. Their legacy remains a testament to how economic policies
can have far-reaching consequences beyond their immediate intent, influencing regional identities
and national unity.
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