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The epic tale of the Trojan War, as retold in "Black Ships Before Troy" by Rosemary Sutcliff, offers a
vivid retelling of the ancient Greek myth. Among its many compelling characters, Agamemnon stands
out as the leader of the Greek forces, whose leadership and decisions significantly influence the
course of the war. One of the pivotal moments in the narrative revolves around how Agamemnon
gauges the morale, unity, and resolve of his army before launching the assault on Troy. This act of
testing the temper of his troops not only reflects his leadership style but also underscores the themes
of pride, loyalty, and strategic foresight present throughout the story.

Contextual Background of Agamemnon’s Leadership

Agamemnon, king of Mycenae, is portrayed as a powerful but sometimes impulsive leader. His
decisions are often influenced by personal pride and the desire for glory, which can both rally and
threaten the cohesion of his army. The Greek forces, composed of various city-states with different
allegiances and motivations, require strong leadership to maintain unity. Before the Greeks can
undertake their dangerous voyage to Troy, Agamemnon must ensure that his soldiers are
ready—mentally, emotionally, and physically—for the arduous campaign ahead.

Why Does Agamemnon Need to Test His Army?
Testing the temper of his army serves several strategic and psychological purposes:

- Assessing Morale and Loyalty: To ensure that soldiers are motivated and committed to the cause.
- Identifying Potential Rebellion or Discontent: To prevent mutinies or desertions during critical
moments.

- Boosting Confidence and Unity: To foster a sense of shared purpose and camaraderie.

- Strategic Preparation: To gauge if additional measures are necessary to strengthen resolve.

Through his methods, Agamemnon seeks to reinforce discipline, confirm loyalty, and prepare his army
for the hardships ahead.

How Does Agamemnon Test the Temper of His Army?

Agamemnon’s approach to testing his army is multifaceted, combining psychological tactics,
demonstrations of strength, and strategic speeches. These methods aim to gauge the soldiers’
readiness and resolve, while also inspiring them to rally around the collective goal of victory.



1. The Use of Public Demonstrations and Ceremonies

One of the initial ways Agamemnon tests his army is through public displays that serve to boost
morale and demonstrate his authority. These include:

- The Sacrifice of the First Fruits: Performing sacrifices to the gods to seek divine favor, which also
serves as a rallying point for the troops.

- Parades and Processions: Showcasing the might of the Greek forces to reinforce their sense of
purpose.

- Revealing the Fleet and Troops: Highlighting the size and strength of the army to instill confidence.

These ceremonies are not just religious acts but also strategic tools to foster unity and pride.

2. The Speech of Agamemnon: Inspiring Loyalty and Courage

Agamemnon’s speeches are central to testing and shaping his army’s temper. In these speeches, he
appeals to their collective honor, pride, and the promise of glory. His words serve as a test of the
soldiers’ willingness to follow him into battle and their resolve to endure hardships.

- Emphasizing the Honor of Fighting for Greece: Reinforcing their duty and pride.
- Highlighting the Rewards of Victory: Promising fame and eternal remembrance.

- Calling for Unity: Urging soldiers to set aside personal differences and stand together.

Through these speeches, Agamemnon gauges the soldiers’ enthusiasm and readiness to fight, while
also inspiring them to elevate their spirits.

3. Observing Behavior and Reactions of the Troops

Beyond speeches and ceremonies, Agamemnon observes the behavior of his soldiers during drills,
rehearsals, and moments of downtime. This includes:

- Discussions and Conversations: Listening to soldiers' opinions and concerns.
- Body Language and Morale Indicators: Watching for signs of discontent, fear, or eagerness.

- Responses to Challenges: Testing their resolve through minor tests or challenges.

This observational approach allows Agamemnon to identify potential issues before they escalate into
mutinies or lack of discipline.

4. Handling of Discontent and Disobedience

Agamemnon’s responses to signs of discontent serve as a test of his leadership and the army’s
temperament. For example:

- Dealing with Achaeans’ Complaints: Addressing grievances to maintain order.
- Punishments or Rewards: Using discipline or praise to reinforce morale.



- Personal Engagement: Speaking directly to soldiers to motivate or calm them.

His ability to manage these situations reflects his understanding of his army’s temperament and his
capacity to maintain control.

5. The Test of Endurance and Readiness for Battle

Finally, Agamemnon assesses the army’s physical readiness through drills, marches, and
preparations. These tests reveal:

- Physical Strength and Stamina: Ensuring soldiers can endure the rigors of battle.
- Discipline and Organization: Confirming that units are prepared to fight cohesively.
- Mental Toughness: Gauging soldiers’ resilience in the face of adversity.

Only when these tests are passed does Agamemnon feel confident to proceed with the assault on
Troy.

Significance of Agamemnon’s Testing Methods in the
Narrative

The way Agamemnon tests his army’s temper is crucial for understanding his leadership style and the
themes of the story. His methods reveal a leader who recognizes the importance of morale, discipline,
and unity in warfare.

Key Takeaways from Agamemnon’s Approach

- Leadership Through Inspiration and Authority: Combining speeches and ceremonies to motivate.

- Psychological Insight: Observing reactions to gauge readiness.

- Strategic Use of Rewards and Punishments: Maintaining discipline and morale.

- Recognition of Human Factors: Acknowledging that soldiers’ mental and emotional states are as vital
as physical readiness.

These tactics underscore that victory in war depends not just on military strength but also on the
psychological preparedness of the troops.

Conclusion

In "Black Ships Before Troy," Agamemnon’s methods for testing his army’s temper exemplify his
leadership qualities—his ability to inspire, assess, and maintain discipline among a diverse group of
warriors. Through public ceremonies, motivational speeches, careful observation, and managing



discontent, Agamemnon ensures that his forces are unified and prepared for the monumental
challenge ahead. This strategic testing underscores the broader themes of courage, pride, and
leadership that permeate the story of the Trojan War, illustrating that the true strength of an army
lies as much in its morale and cohesion as in its weapons and numbers. Understanding how
Agamemnon gauges and influences the temper of his army provides valuable insight into the timeless
qualities of effective leadership in times of crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Agamemnon test the temper of his army in 'Black
Ships Before Troy'?

Agamemnon tests his army's temper by publicly insulting Achilles, which provokes a crisis and reveals
the soldiers' loyalty and patience.

What specific action does Agamemnon take to assess his
soldiers' resolve before the Trojan War?

Agamemnon's decision to take Briseis from Achilles serves as a provocative test of the Greek soldiers'
unity and their reaction to leadership challenges.

How does the incident with Chryseis and the plague serve as
a test for the Greek army?

When Apollo's plague strikes, Agamemnon's handling of the situation—particularly his demand for
Chryseis—tests the soldiers' trust in his leadership and their willingness to endure hardships.

In what way does Agamemnon's treatment of his troops
reflect his leadership style in the book?

Agamemnon's authoritative and sometimes harsh decisions—such as dismissing the prophet
Calchas—serve as a way to gauge his army's loyalty and their response to his command.

How does Agamemnon's interaction with the Greek leaders
during the assembly serve as a test?

During the assembly, Agamemnon's decisions and confrontations with other leaders reveal the
soldiers' confidence in his judgment and their unity as an army.

What role does the confrontation between Agamemnon and
Achilles play in testing the army's temper?

The dispute between Agamemnon and Achilles becomes a major test of the army's morale, discipline,
and the soldiers' loyalty to their leaders and heroes.



How does the book depict Agamemnon's leadership as a
means of testing and maintaining the army's cohesion?

Agamemnon's leadership involves making difficult decisions and handling conflicts that serve to test
the resilience, unity, and discipline of his army, ultimately aiming to strengthen their collective
resolve.

Additional Resources

In Black Ships Before Troy Book How Does Agamemnon Test The Temper Of His Army is a compelling
question that delves into the leadership strategies employed by Agamemnon in the epic retelling of
Homer’s Iliad through Rosemary Sutcliff’s poetic adaptation. This particular scene or series of actions
reveals much about Agamemnon’s character, his understanding of his soldiers, and the broader
themes of leadership, morale, and unity that underpin the Trojan War narrative. In this article, we will
explore how Agamemnon tests the temper of his army, what methods he employs, and what these
actions reveal about his leadership style and the psychological landscape of his troops.

Understanding the Context: The Significance of Leadership in the Trojan War

Before analyzing how Agamemnon tests his army’s temper, it's essential to understand the context of
leadership during the Trojan War. Agamemnon, as the leader of the Greek forces, bears the immense
responsibility of maintaining morale, discipline, and unity among a diverse group of warriors. The
Greek army comprises various kings, heroes, and soldiers, each with their own motivations and
temperaments.

Leadership in such a volatile environment hinges on the ability to gauge the mood of the
troops—whether they are eager, disillusioned, angry, or afraid—and to respond accordingly.
Agamemnon’s methods of testing his army’s temper are both strategic and psychological, aimed at
reinforcing loyalty or identifying potential dissent.

How Does Agamemnon Test The Temper Of His Army?

In Black Ships Before Troy, Rosemary Sutcliff offers a poetic and accessible retelling of Homer’s epic,
capturing key moments that reveal Agamemnon’s leadership tactics. Although the book is a
condensed and interpretive version, it still illustrates how Agamemnon actively gauges the mood of
his army through various actions and speeches.

1. Addressing the Troops: The Power of Speech
One of Agamemnon’s primary methods of testing his army’s temper is through direct
communication—speeches that serve both as motivational tools and as a means to assess the

soldiers’ reactions.

- Purpose: By speaking openly about their purpose, the importance of their mission, and
acknowledging the hardships, Agamemnon seeks to inspire confidence or to detect signs of doubt.



- Reactions as Indicators: The soldiers’ responses—whether they shout in agreement, remain silent, or
express dissent—serve as immediate feedback on their mental state and willingness to continue
fighting.

2. Handling Challenges and Conflicts

Agamemnon’s leadership is tested during moments of conflict, such as disputes among the generals
or when soldiers question the command decisions.

- Example: When Agamemnon takes the decision to sacrifice certain prisoners or to delay a campaign,
he watches how his men respond—whether they accept the decision or show signs of unrest.

- Assessment: These moments reveal the soldiers’ patience, loyalty, and their overall temperament
under stress. A calm acceptance indicates discipline, while open dissent signals unrest.

3. Testing Loyalty Through Stress and Hardship

Agamemnon also measures the army’s morale by pushing them into difficult situations and observing
their reactions.

- Example: The long siege, the harsh weather, or the threat of defeat are all circumstances that test
the soldiers’ patience and resolve.

- Leadership Response: How Agamemnon manages these hardships—whether through
encouragement or reprimand—further reveals the mental state of his troops.

4. Symbolic Gestures and Rituals

In Black Ships Before Troy, Sutcliff emphasizes that rituals, sacrifices, and symbolic acts serve as
morale boosters and as subtle tests of the army’s unity.

- Example: The offering of sacrifices to the gods before battles serves as a communal act that either
unites the soldiers or exposes underlying doubts if the rituals are muted or hesitant.

5. Observation of Body Language and Behavior

While less explicit in the poetic adaptation, in the original Homeric tales, leadership involves keen
observation of body language—courage in the face of danger, hesitation, or retreat.

- In the Book: Sutcliff’s narrative hints at Agamemnon’s awareness of the soldiers’ mood through their
behavior during marches, in camp, or during battle preparations.

The Underlying Themes in Agamemnon’s Testing Methods

Agamemnon’s ways of testing his army’s temper are deeply rooted in broader themes of leadership
and human psychology:

- Leadership as Psychological Warfare: Leaders must read their troops’ moods and adapt accordingly.
Testing the army’s temper is as much about understanding their fears and hopes as it is about
maintaining order.

- The Balance of Power and Trust: By openly addressing the soldiers and observing their reactions,



Agamemnon seeks to reinforce his authority or identify potential dissent.
- Morale and Unity: The methods employed—speeches, rituals, handling hardships—serve to either
bolster morale or address cracks before they become dangerous.

Key Takeaways: What Do These Tests Reveal?

In Black Ships Before Troy, Agamemnon’s methods of testing his army’s temper reveal several
important aspects of his leadership style:

- Strategic Leadership: He uses speeches and rituals as tools to gauge and influence morale.

- Psychological Insight: Agamemnon’s ability to read the soldiers’ reactions helps him to manage their
expectations and fears.

- Emotional Intelligence: His awareness of the emotional state of his troops allows him to adjust his
leadership approach, whether through motivation or discipline.

- Leadership Under Pressure: The tests are not just about observing but also about maintaining
control and unity in the face of adversity.

Conclusion: The Art of Leadership in War

In conclusion, In Black Ships Before Troy Book How Does Agamemnon Test The Temper Of His Army
provides a nuanced look into the leadership tactics of one of Homer’'s most complex characters.
Through speeches, handling conflicts, observing behavior, and engaging in rituals, Agamemnon
actively gauges the emotional and mental state of his army. These methods serve as vital tools in
maintaining morale, asserting authority, and ensuring the cohesion necessary for their collective
effort against Troy.

Agamemnon’s approach underscores a timeless truth about leadership in wartime: understanding and
managing the human element is as crucial as the strategic and martial aspects of warfare. Sutcliff’s
retelling emphasizes that even in the chaos of battle, leadership requires insight, empathy, and the
ability to read the unspoken currents of human emotion—traits that remain relevant in all forms of
leadership today.
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